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The Chinese were one of the first to manufacture
paper in the year 105 AD. When the Arabs captured
Samarqgand in 751, they captured a Chinese skilled
prisoner who taught them all about paper
manufacture. Muslim potters copied Chinese patterns
in Samurra in the 9" century. In the excavations
conducted in Fustat (in Egypt) pottery was discovered
with Chinese designs on it, which belonged to the
Fatmid period (909-1171 AD). The Iranians copied
Chinese pottery embellishments from the 11" to 14"
centuries. Huge quantities of decorative pottery were
imported by Iran during the reign of Shah Abbas I
(1587-1628).

In the 13" and 14™ centuries the lotus, which was
extensively used in Egypt, Syria and India reached
China and soon entered the decorative Chinese
designs. Chinese designs on velvet used the slanting
embroidery than the usual vertical.

Islamic decorative art started after the fall of
Baghdad to the Mongols in 1258 since it moved a
way from the zone of influence of Hellenistic and
Byzantine arts. Instead of human countries
representation the Islamic countries more readily
accepted floral and geometrical designs. The Mongol
influence introduced animal motifs and the Chinese
introduced legendary dragons in their turn.
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