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THE PORTUGUESE FORT

The Portuguese historians of the 16th century did not say if. or
when the Portuguese built any fortress in Bahrain. But on the
Portuguese maps of the beginning of the [7th century Bahrain 1s shown
with two fortresses on it: one on the Bahrain Island and another at
Muharraq.

Another map of 1563 showing the whole Arabian Gull represents
both islands on a small scale, with a fortress on the Bahrain Island.

All reports on the conquest of Bahrain by the Portuguese are
agreed on one thing: the Portuguese captured a hastily fortified town,
and never had to attack any fortresss to seize the island. If there was a
frotress it would be strange that Mukaram never thought of resorting to
it. He had time enough (more than six months) to prepare the defence
of the island; he caould repair an old fortress, if there was one.

The first reference in Portuguese sources o a fortress in Bahrain is
i a report on the rebellion of 1529, The Portuguese historian Joao de
Barros describes the fortress as follows: “The fortress where Barbadim
was besicged stays on a hillock over the port, which was protected by a
small islet where the fishermen took shelter. All around the fortress
there were seventeen square towers with walls made of stone and lime
barbican all round its battlements and a very nice donjom very well
embellished; the barbican was encircled by a moat with its drawbridge™,
Only the continuation of the excavations at Kalat-Al-Bahrain and Arad
can confirm or deny the accuracy of that description.

The outside bastions and walls of the “Portuguese Fort™ at
Kalat-Al-Bahrain could not have been built before the second half of
the 16th century. That kind of bastion is of Italian style and they were
used by the Portuguese after the second half of that century. The date of
the inscription of Jiddah island — 1561 — is a very likely date for that
building.
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closed as soon as the Portuguese were in sight, The wall was divided into
sections. each under a captain and a seét of cannons. Besides that big wall
there were other barricades and trenches.

The Portuguese and the Hormuzians got ashore on 27th July and
after adopting fighting formation, they made the first assault on the wall
and reached its top. According to a plan previously made Mukaram’s
soldiers withdrew and took shelter in the town. The Portuguese thought
they had already won and rushed to the town pursuing the enemy. But
that retreat was a trap by Mukaram, who counterattacked with his
cavalry and drove the Portuguese betwen the wall and the town, and
even beyond the wall. The fight continued on the outside of the wall
with the Portuguese in a very difficult position. threatened by
Mukaram's soldiers and with their back 1o the sea.

The weariness and the heat compelled both sides 1o stop fighting,
Each army took advantage of the interruption in fighting to reorganize
itself, The Hormuz King's army arranged a special body of 200 archers
with the mission of shooting down Mukaram’s captains. So. when the
fight began again, some captains and even the field commanders of
Mukaram's army were killed. Then Mukaram directly led the battle and
after two of his horses were killed he himself was shot in the leg. This
wound made Mukaram hastily withdraw from the field, followed by his
staff. The sudden disappearance of the captains confused Mukaram’s
army and casued its dispersal.

‘The Portuguse entered the city and took Bahrain, Antonio Correia
oceupicd the king's houses, which were very large. Mukaram was
carricd away by his men to a mosque out of the town where he died
three days later, though his men were prepared to carry him to Katif on
the Arabian coast.

According to some Portuguese historical sources the fight to
conquer Bahrain lasted several days and that it began on 27th July. It is
likely that the town was captured only on the last day of July. Antonio
Correia stayed on the Island until the middle of August and then
returned to Hormuz leaving on the island a garrison from Hormuz, He
installed an old Arab named Bucat in charge of Bahrain.

After Antonio Correia arrived in Hormuz the Viceroy ordered the
opening of a Portuguese trade office in Bahrain. He sent Joao Boto as in
charge, Antonio Abdul as registrar, with six or seven other Portuguese

THE REBELLION OF NOVEMBER 1521

Shortly after the conquest of Bahrain the Viceroy ordered the
Hormuz customs Lo be controlled by Portuguese officials, instead of by
the oficials of Hormuz. It is obvious that such a measure did not pleasc
the king of Hormuz nor his governor, who lost a great deal of their
personal income, So the governor managed Lo organize an insurrection
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