NOV 6

2
\ A

NTE |

Missionary
News and Letters
S
PuBLISHED QUARTERLY BY
Che Arabian Mission

WOMEN OF ARABIA.

—

NUMBER EIGHTY-THREE OCTOBER - DECEMBER, 1912
o T “"‘
CONTENTS

The Oman Arab and the Gospel, . . . . . . REev. James E. MogrDYK
Mobawmedan Justice, . . . . . . . . . . H.R. L WorrarL, M.D.
Interview About the Kuweit School, . . . . . . Rev, E. E. CALVERLEY
S s Wormen's Ward, o 5 e 5 v e einer e oiMes. Al Ko BentrrT, MD.
Beitey - from a'Neighbor, ' . . . 0. ... 'L . Mgr Jawmis Lowber

W eI OB LonoTo W, . e, - > heineans s L Vs L Myus Joaw VAN Ess

ILLUSTRATIONS.

A Mountain Oasis in Oman. Women Patients.
A Typical Oman Face. Some Mothers of Tomorrow.

Dr. Mylrea in the Mason Memorial Hospital. Women of Arabia.

A Missionary Cargo.




The Arabian Mission.

TRUSTEES

Rev. E. B. Coe, D.D.,
Rev. J. G. Fagg, D. D

Rev. Lewis Francis, D.D.,
Mr. E. E. Olcott.

OFFICERS FOR 1012-13

Rev. J. P, Searle, D1,
Rev. J. H. Whitehead,
Mr. John Bingham,

Rev. ]J. G. Fagg, D.D., President.

Rev. J. P. Searle, D.D., Vice-President.

Rev. J. H. Whitehead, Recordmg Secretary.

Rev. W. L. Chamberlam Ph.D., Cor. Sec., 25 East 22d Street, N. ¥.
Mr. W. H. Van Steenbergh, Treasurer 25 East 22d Street, N. V.
Rev. J. L. Amerman, D.D., Asst. Treas.; 25 East 22d Sitect @ NoW

HONORARY TRUSTEES
W. A. Buchanan, Esq., London, England.
Dean V. C. Vaughn, M.D., Ann Arbor, Mich.
MISSIONARIES
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. James Cantine, Busrah, Persian Gulf.

20 Sharia Sakakin Pasha

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Samuel M. Zwemer, . | Cairo, Egypt.

Dr. and Mrs. H. R. L. Worrall, ..
Rev. and Mrs. Fred ]J. Barny,
Dr. and Mrs. Sharon J. Thoms,
Rev. James E. Moerdyk,

Rev. and Mrs. John Van Ess,
Miss J. A. Scardefield,

Miss Fanny Lutton,

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur K. Bennett
Mrs. Martha C. Vogel,

Bahrein, Persian Gulf.
Muscat, Arabia.
Muscat, Arabia.
Muscat, Arabia.
Busrah, Persian Gulf.
Bahrein, G M,
Muscat, Arabia.
Busrah, Persian Gulf.
Busrah, £ =

Holland, Mich.
25 E. 22d St., New York.

Mr. and Mrs. Dirk Dykstra, 1
Dr. and Mrs. C. Stanley G. Mylrea,
Rev. Gerrit J. Pennings, . : Bahrein, Persian Gulf.
Rev. and Mrs. E. E. Calverley, . . Kuwweit % 2
Dz, Paul W, Harrison, . . o5 L 500 vkKaie it 4 £

Rev. G. D. Van Peursem, Bahrein, = =
Miss Josephine E. Spaeth, Bahrein, 5 =
Miss Sarah L. Hosmon, M.D., .. Bahreins & %
Mr. and Mrs. Chas F. Shaw, .. . . 2 iBust i = %
Dr. and Mrs. H. G. Van Vlack, . . DBustal, e 5
Mr. Philip C. Haynes, . . & . el soasSSs i ¢ o
Miss Gertrud Shafheitlin, Bahrein, a: e

Address all letters to Missionaries in the field, ia Bombay.
Draw checks and send remittances or requests for information to

THE ARABIAN MISSION, 25 East 22d St., New York City.



=

NEGLEGTED ARABIA.

OCTOBER - DECEMBER, 1912.

The Oman Arab and the Gospel.

The following brief paragraphs are not written from the stand-
point of the Mohammedan, nor from that of the so-called “neutral”
who likes to confess to the “let them alone” policy; but from the
standpoint of the missionary who almost constantly lives near and
with the natives of the country and cannot close his eyes nor shut his
ears to what he sees and hears, and does not seek anything they have
but in obedience to the command seeks to tell them of the Way and
the Life—the best there is for their present and lasting future.

A MOUNTAIN OASIS IN OMAN.

By natural boundaries of seas, mountains, and desert, Oman, al-
tho part of the great Arabian Peninsula, is quite a province by itself.
Perhaps for the same reasons excepting some on the old Pirate Coast,
the inhabitants seem very much sufficient unto themselves, exclusive
to those of other parts of Arabia. By far the larger part of their
business and association is with the outside world across the seas.
The people, with their ruler and members of that family, like to tell
of and talk about the country of Zanzibar and its people until some-
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times one would think there was their ideal. Like their language,
which is Arabic—and good Arabic—but has foreign words and many
words and expressions quite their own, so the people, who are surely
of good Arabic stock, have some good and bad characteristics exagger-
ated, which other Arabics do not always approve of nor understand.

Here is the home of the old slaves, all of whom have not yet died,
and the present generation only desist from raiding, because foreign
governments have made 1t almost altogether if not quite impossible.
The old spirit of slavery 1s still here. One does not like to say the
Arab is lazy, because he can at times be exceedingly active, but he
certainly is indolent in the extreme. When slavery was at its best,
there was much more cultivation, and the slaves are still sufficient in
numbers with a little cheap hired help to make life easy for my lord,
who 1s easily satisfied. Large tracks of the country are perfectly
barren because of the want of water and impossible of cultivation,
but even their fertile spots can boast of little more than the ever-
lasting date-tree and a little grain (whereas they might easily increase
this fertility and cultivation, if they had the ambition and persever-
ance to lead off for irrigation the water which now runs waste.
Slavery has fostered and perfected the spirit of cruelty and revenge
even though the careless but loyal slave may not suffer much except
in extreme cases. The man and the youth will spend thirty or forty
dollars (Maria Theresa) for his rifle and belt of cartridges and dagger,
whereas all the rest of his clothing costs no more than three or four
dollars. He will never leave his own immediate neighborhood without
this imposing suit of arms. Tribal wars are frequent and personal and
family quarrels and feuds always obtain. They give their sons and
daughters in marriage if the price of the dowry is in sight, but never
lay aside the spirit of revenge and murder. The son takes the father’s
part and ever remains an enemy to the father-in-law and that family.
Untruthfulness and falsehood has become an expected virtue. No
man thinks of living with his fellow on the “yes” and “no” plan in
business, nor in any kind of association whatever. With few excep-
tions, there must always be much haggling back and forth and much
false swearing before he is capable to judge of the truth of a state-
ment. There is no such thing as safety and trust in the sense that we
know it. Their lives are licentious and adulterous. True, there is
some law about it, but this only makes it different in degree and not
in kind. Together with all this bad, there is a real “good heart” and
courtesy with gentleness about the people, and their exceeding hospi-
tality is noted. DBut both these good qualities are rather dangerous,
because there is no principle about them, and the only apparent reason
for them seems to be that of a means to an end, viz., to get something
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in return. A man may be courteous and kind and the next moment
become a most bitter enemy, because of some mistake or petty offense
on the part of the other party. [Hospitality brings with it popularity
and a big name; and i1t encourages indolence. Why should the poorer
man be ambitious and toil, when he can have much by imposing on
the richer man at the mere cost of a courtesy or word of praise.
Their religion, of course, is Islam. There is evidence of long for-
gotten Christian antecedents on the part of some. One tribe at least
are certainly descendants of Christians in Asia Minor. In a few
localities the Arabs tell of monks that used to live in the mountains
and caves. It would be interesting to study exactly and correctly,
how much of the good in conditions and character 1s traced to this
early Christian influence. But by far the majority of the people have
always been Mohammedans from the first settlement in the land. The
sect which predominates, might be called the “seceders” and dates
back to the early secession, when seven of the leaders brought their
people here to settle. There is a happy absence of that extreme fanatic-
ism and many of the customs which in other districts are real hinder-
ances in approaching and mingling
with the people. A degree of
superstition, however, seems to
have been imported from Zanzibar
from the African. They are very
zealous in observing the forms of

their religion and are very boastful
of this. But here of all places is
evident thedivorce in Islam between
religion and morals. There is no
real theory nor example in Islam
which is an incentive to better
living, and there certainly is no
power in Islam to help the man

A TYPICAL OMAN FACE.

who is down and out. Many a

man in conversation sees and confesses to the wrong, but possesses
no thought of reform nor the desire for something better, and he
excuses it all and himself before man and God with the stereotyped
“God is merciful.”

The reminder and plea is not necessary that Christ and Christ-
life is the only help and remedy for the gross evils above referred to,
and for the numerous by them called minor evils, which exist. From
the humanitarian standpoint and of civilization, Christianity is the one
thing needed, but the better reason is that God wants this people for
their own good and to be glorified in them. The Church of God
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through their missionaries can not of themselves change this people
nor do them any good, but the Christ whom they preach and the Holy
Spirit who ever worketh, will do it all. God can without men and in
no time make them IHis own, but He willeth to do it through the
Church and after the measure of time. Are the Christians who have
professedly made themselves responsible for the evangelization of
this Province, sufficiently zealous and are they following in the best
possible way the will of Him, who calls and sends? Up to date there
1s only one station—Muscat-Muttrah—in all this Province, and the
outstation written as such, 1s not because it is not manned. The force
of men and women in the station is encouraged by instructions and
support from those at home, and they are doing good work. But it
surely is not reasonable to expect to accomplish the whole task by
touching those dwelling here and meeting the visitors who come in
occasionally from inland. What 1s wanted, 1s the personal association
with them in the multitudes of towns and homes through-out the length
an: breath of the district. “How then, shall they call on him in whom
they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him whom they
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? and how
shall they preach, except they be sent?” applies to the inland as well
as to one coast-town. The virtues of “good heart” and hospitality
make this quite possible. Except when they are fighting, a welcome
is always ready for the “sight-seer,” as they please to name the visitor.
Never mind their motive or their name, for here is the opportunity.
I believe, that 1f the Church is honest with the Master, they will not
be satisfied until they make the best of this opportunity. I have seen
it written, that the Church does not realize the rapid growth and
progress of the mission in the field, and for this reason is short in
the support now needed. Well, pray and tell everyone of the need, and
the opportune time. Will you not trust the men, whom you have sent,
in their report that this one-station and short-appropriation way of '
working is playing at the task? There is opposition and at times there
will be a shut-out. Why not? But it is from the “scribes and Phari-
sees” and the common people do not refuse to listen. I believe in the
Church and that they say: “Here, go ahead. We will not have it
that you go too fast for us. We shall stand by you and back of you
with larger means. Send in your men and helpers, and plant and
man stations and outstations until all Oman has heard and believes.”
Jas, E. MOERDYK.



