The Changing Order in Kuweit

Epwin E. CALVERLEY

MR. CALVERLEY MOUNTED ON A CAMEL

Our return to Kuweit was marked by no delay until we reached the
Persian Gulf. - We had transshipped at Hongkong with only two days
between boats. At Bombay we stayed three days and then left on
the first boat to Busrah, believing it would be more possible to reach
Kuweit from there than from Bombay. At any rate it would be better
to spend the time of waiting with our other missionaries in the Gulf
than in a hotel in Bombay. After arriving at Busrah for two weeks
we tried to get a passage to Kuweit. It seemed that it was the one
place in the Gulf that was out of communication with the other ports.
Mr. Dykstra, who came to Kuweit twice to strengthen the force in the
station, on both occasions had to return to Bahrein on a boom, or small
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sailing vessel. He says he feels more or less like an old salt now, espe-
cially after eating salted fish for five days. We had the prospect of
going from Busrah to Kuweit on a similar sailing craft, but on account
of the ladies and children we were unwilling to consider it until it
would be certain that nothing else was possible.

ENTRANCE TO OUR HOSPITAL AT BUSRAH

The Rev. John Van Ess, who has cordial relations with several of
the military officials in Busrah, suggested that since we were a non-
combatant party, consisting of a clergyman, a woman-doctor, three
children and a hospital nurse, we might be allowed to reach our des-
tination on one of the hospital ships that occasionally went to Kuweit.
The request was put before the chief military authority and refused,
since: “None but invalids and nurses are allowed on board hospital
ships.” The incident indicates that the officials are guided by the inter-
national regulations in the strictest fashion. We finally secured per-
mission to travel by favor on one of the small government tugs of the
transport service that was going to Kuweit.

The trip in the tug down the sixty miles of the Arab River was
a regular picnic, but when on the second day we reached the open sea
a strong wind gave us all, except the baby, the worst twelve hours of
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sea-sickness we have ever endured. The tug’s captain decided that
it would be suicide to attempt to steam through the storm with such a
small boat, so he anchored on the mud-bar at the mouth of the river.
Fortunately the next day was quiet and we reached Kuweit shortly
after noon. It was a welcome sight after our journey of almost three
months and our absence of two years.

We were glad to see again Dr. and Mrs. Mylrea and Miss Schaf-
heitlin, who have been carrying on their own work and ours so splen-
didly during our furlough. They had even cleaned the new house for
us and had also found us the household help we needed without know-
ing definitely what that need would be.

We could have wished that the splendid welcome we received from
a small circle of Arab friends had been more general, although I would
not have liked all of them to be as effusive as one young Arab who
kissed me on the neck before I could prevent it. We found that many
who before had greeted us with scowls now gave us smiles and seemed
to consider that we belonged to the town.

We were delighted on first sight with the new residence that so
many in America have had a share in providing for us. As we have
lived in it our pleasure in its comforts and conveniences increases. Its
cement floors, its doors and windows with glass in them, its closets
and fire-places—well, it doesn’t need plumbing and electricity for us
to consider it most comfortable and convenient. We have found
full use for its six rooms. One of them has practically become a
school-room, for I have English classes in it six afternoons and five
evenings a week, and some mornings also. Indeed, yesterday morning
I had an advanced class in typewriting in the usual room, which has
been called the office, and at the same time was giving another lesson
in the drawing room. But usually this parlor is the reception room
for the Arab women who come. So there is no doubt about the useful-
ness of our new home both for our work and our living. The children
find the verandahs splendid playgrounds when the sun is too hot for
them to be outside.

We found that quite a number of changes had taken place in Kuweit
during our furlough. For one thing there is a new flag on the staff
at the sheikh’s palace. The star and crescent of Islam, as Sheikh
Mubarak used to describe it, or of Turkey, as the Ottoman officials
claimed, is replaced by a red flag with the simple word, “Kuweit,” in
white, on it. This indication of independence is a part of the separa-
tion of nearly all Arabia from Turkish claim or authority. In Mecca
the new king of the Hajaz has issued his own stamp, which is the first
purely Arabian stamp the country has had. Unlike the new Egyptian
and Turkish stamps, it is entirely in Arabic and is without any sort of
a picture on it, perhaps to show its absolute aloofness from European
influence. But, curiously enough, the cancelling stamp of the Meccan
post-office does have a European lettering on it! Needless to say the
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stamps were not printed in Arabia, although the time may soon come
when they will be, for Mecca itself has its own newspaper now. This

paper is called “Al Qiblah,” the Focus, referring to Mecca as the
focal point of the Moslem world at the times of worship.

It is a point to be noted that while, beside the Sherif of Mecca,
nearly all the other Arabian chieftains have broken away from the
Turks, not all their peoples have approved their course. This is due
to their right belief that the fall of Turkey entails the weakening of
Islam. So long, however, as their rulers move slowly, although stead-
ily, to an independence of position, their people will follow them.
As the process of time shows that Turkey can disappear without carry-
ing with it the disappearance of all their religious customs, the people
will welcome more readily their political leader’s more pregressive
viewpoint.

THE NEW MECCAN POSTAGE STAMP
NOTE THE DATE OF THE CANCELLING STAMP,
DECEMBER 16, 1916.

Another new thing we found in Kuweit is its telegraphic connection
with Busrah, and so with the outside world. The London Times in a
recent number stated that the rate of a telegram to Kuweit was two
shillings three pence a word. The rate to Busrah is one anna, or
two cents. The advent of the telegraph has provided our school with
another proof of its value since it increases the demand for a knowl-
edge of English. This fact is frequently brought to the attention of
those who are hostile to our work.

Another improvement in the way of communication with the rest
of the world that Kuweit is to have is a railroad. With the Germans
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in charge of the Bagdad Railway the line would never have been
brought to Kuweit. But now there seems little doubt that the railroad
that extends northward from Busrah will also be brought south to
Kuweit. The Arabs, with their easy acceptance of modern advance-
ment in which they have no hand, are more sure than the officials that
the work will begin soon. I was amused at the way an Arab put it in a
mejlis of one of the sheikhs. “There are three things Kuweit has
needed,” he said. “They are the mail, the tail (telegraph), and the
rail. We now have the M and the T. All we need to get now is
the R.” 1It’s all very easy.

A wireless station had also been planned for Kuweit, and the
buildings to house it have been erected. But the telegraph seems to
have sufficed and the wireless installation has not been put in. With
the powerful station at Busrah so near another at Kuweit is obviously
unnecessary. The buildings are now used as the residence of the
Britsh Political Agent. He intends to move all his offices there in the
near future. As the buildings are over a mile beyond the western
edge of the town where we are located, there will be increased traffic
in our direction, making our location as favorable as the wisest fore-
sight could have provided. It will be recalled in this connection that
the site was chosen in prayer before ever our work was allowed to be
begun here.

An improvement that Kuweit is soon to have is a water distillery.
The plant 1s almost completed and soon Kuweit should have a water
supply that will be independent of storms and sailing boats. There
has always been a danger in Kuweit that a protracted storm at sea
would prevent the boats that bring water from the Arab River, sixty
miles away, from arriving in time to supply the town with the water
it needs. Such scarcity has been frequent in the past and the distillery
was planned to give Kuweit a security it never enjoyed before. The
plant has a capacity of 450 tons of water a day and is twice the size of
the next largest in the world. It is located on the sea-front, handy
both for its raw material and its fuel, which will be o1l brought in
steamers from the oil-works at Abadan on the Arab River. Kuweit is
a warm place in summer. That distillery is going to show us some-
thing new in temperatures. I am glad our house is nowhere near it.
However, its constant and successful operation will be a great boon
to the town. But unless something better than the present method of
distribution is introduced, the cost of the water we drink will not be
much reduced for us, since we will have to re-boil all that is brought
to us in goat-skins, as we get it at present.

In addition to the changes and improvements above mentioned
and far exceeding them in interest was the difference we noted in the
size of the congregations at the Sunday services for Moslems. It did
not seem like Kuweit at all, with the school-room literally packed with
boys and young men, and the verandah outside crowded with black
bundles of Moslem women. Seventy-five to a hundred people, all Mos-
lems, and a dozen Christians of the mission community made a mar-
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vellous sight for Kuweit. The gathering could be compared, but only
in a feeble way, to a rescue mission service in a water-front community
of Catholics, in regard both to the need of the Gospel message and the
attitude toward it. The opportunity is one that inspires the keenest
enthusiasm, and there is not the slightest uncertainty about the note

that 1s sounded in response.

Kuweit had certainly advanced in many ways during the time of
our furlough and had become a far more interesting field than ever
before for the work to which we had returned.

o

ELIZABETH AND GRACE CALVERLEY ON THEIR WAY
TO ARABIA, THEY ARE CERTAINLY FIRST CLASS

PASSENGERS.
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A Letter from Kuweit

Dear Gleaner Friencis: Kuweit, March 29, '17.

Yes, I am really writing “Kuweit” at the head of this letter. Fur-
lough days are over and we are “on the field” once more. Sometimes
I wonder if this can be the same place of which I used to tell my friends
in America. The native house in which we used to live—I have not
seen it since our return. Instead, we have our delightful, new six-
roomed house, which so many of you helped to build. We are out on
the edge of town, with the seashore in front of our house, and the
wonderful ever-changing sea and sky as the view from our front
veranda.

I used to tell you that Kuweit was a place in which you see “never
a tree nor a patch of green.” Since then I have made the acquaintance
of the desert, which stretches unobstructed for miles beyond our house.
Since the winter rains have ceased, a carpet of little green plants has
sprung up all over the sand, and we can enjoy the freshness for several
weeks until the sun scorches them at the beginning of the really hot
weather.

THE NEWLY FINISHED RESIDENCE AT KUWEIT,
NOW OCCUPIED BY THE CALVERLEYS

The days of the tumble-down dispensary, with its pink calico cur-
tain, have passed too. Instead, we are sharing with Dr. Mylrea the
fine new hospital, with its splendid operating room and equipment.
To-day the first shovelful of earth was turned in preparation for the
building of the new woman’s dispensary. We are a bit crowded for
room in the. hospital now, but when the new woman’s quarters are
finished, we shall be comfortable indeed!

The church services and school are still held in a native house in
the middle of the town. In the school some of the finest young men
and boys in the town are daily coming under Christian influence. On
Sunday our Arabic service is attended by a great crowd of Moslems,
from eighty to a hundred men, women and children, and this in spite
of tremendous opposition to our work on the part of the more fanatical
men of the town. We used to be elated if one or two Moslems came
to hear the preaching.

Mrs. Mylrea and Miss Schafheitlin have made great numbers of
new friends during the last two years. Many of the women in this
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part of the town look upon me as a stranger, but they almost all know
Mrs. Mylrea and Miss Schafheitlin. Day after day the crowd of
women in the dispensary has been listening to the old, old story from
the lips of the women missionaries. The Moslem assistant, who has
been with us since those first days in Kuweit, has heard the Gospel hun-
dreds and hundreds of times. A few days ago, after hearing a talk on
the “fall” of Adam and Eve, she said to Miss Schafheitlin: “Just think,
Khatoon, if Adam and Eve had not disobeyed God we should have had
no sickness, no trouble, no death in this world. The things you tell
us are very interesting, and the teaching i1s very good, but there is one
mistake which every one of you makes. You say that the Prophet
Jesus died, and that cannot be true. It could not be possible that God
would let His enemies kill Him. He did not die; the Koran says He
was taken up to Heaven alive, and God put on the Cross some one else
who looked like Him to deceive His enemies. In that one thing you
are mistaken.”

And so the evil one seems to snatch away the seed we sow. But
we shall continue to sow beside all waters, and in due season we shall
reap if we faint not. By your prayers we shall not faint!

ELeanor T. CALVERLEY. The Mission Gleaner.

As For Ishmael “1I have heard Thee”
(Gen. 17:21)

Note. Concerning the following article Miss Gertrude Schaf-
heitlin writes:

“We were very happy to read this little article about a Madina
convert, which appeared in the Egypt General Mission News. As the
readers of Neglected Arabia probably do not see this paper, I made a
copy of it. e are glad that one of our Bahrein colporteurs was used
by Him in this conversion.”

At one of our days of prayer last spring we were led to cry to God
for Arabia, for Mecca, where Muhammad was born, and for Madina,
where he lies buried, for the Arab in his darkness and need, and that
the political changes taking place in Arabia might tend to the opening
of doors there and the furtherance of the Gospel. “O that Ishmael
might live before Thee!” was the desire of our hearts. We pleaded
specially that as Mecca and Madina were fast closed to Christian
effort, God would Himself raise up witnesses in these cities from
amongst the inhabitants who would fearlessly confess Christ.

A few weeks ago the news came of an interesting convert, who had
turned up at one of our stations. A wonderful story his of suffering
for the sake of the Name, and deliverance from the hands of his ene-
mies. “He has suffered more than any converts from Islam I have
heard of, and if ever we can publish his story, you will agree that it is
almost like a chapter out of the Acts of the Apostles.” He is wonder-
fully bold in his confession of Christ, and fear does not seem to enter
into his composition.

Well, this convert is a native of Madina. He was a pearl merchant,
and went to Bahrein, on the Persian Gulf, to buy pearls at the fish-
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eries, and there he found the Pearl of Great Price. The instrument
in his conversion being another Arab convert, who used to come to
our conferences at Zeitoun, and is now working as an evangelist with
the Arabian Mission at Bahrein. The new convert returned to Madina
to get his wife and family, but persecution broke out, and he only just
escaped with his life. - He had been sentenced to death, but his mother,
who was loyal to him, provided him with money and helped him to get
away. He turned up at our station quite destitute, and, although he
has evidently been a man of good position, he is content to work as
sweeper and door-keeper of the girls’ school. Wherever he goes in
the village he bears fearless testimony, and much opposition and perse-
cution resulted. Many have been praying for him, and that the enemy
is really alarmed is evident from the fact that our compound was
broken into, and a determined attempt made to take his life. It was on
a Sunday evening, when our workers were busy with a meeting for
British soldiers, that the murderous attack was made, and when he
was found he was lying on the ground in a terrible condition. His
mouth had been filled with mud, there were marks of attempted strang-
ling on his neck, and his ribs had been badly battered. When he was
restored to consciousness, he said two men had attacked him; they
have since been captured, and the government inspector is determined
that nothing of the sort shall happen again. All through the affair
this Arab convert has shown the most loving and forgiving spirit
towards his persecutors.

Pray for him, that he may be kept for Jesus Christ; that wisdom
may be given in all our dealings with him, that he may be filled with
the Holy Ghost and become %plrltual and able to stand against all the
awful temptations that assail the convert from Islam. Pray, too, for
Arabia and its need; that soon the doors may open, and that this man
and many like him nm enter in as ambassadors for Christ.—( (Egypt
General Mission News.)

Kuweit Medical Work, 1915-1916

Dr. C. StaNLEY G. MYLREA

Before proceeding to discuss the year’s
work it must be pointed out that the actual
working year has been very materially bit-
ten into by unavoidable delays and duties
outside of medical work pure and simple.
In the first place annual meeting at Bahrein
delayed us several weeks, so that (owing to
lack of steamer connections) we did nct get
b
clear loss of six weeks’ time. Then in April
I was again absent twelve days in connec-
tion with Dr. Chamberlain’s visit. All
through the year the building of the Kuweit
second residence took up a great deal of my
spare time, and the final plastering and fin-
DR. C. STANLEY 6. MYLREA ishing work of this house during the sum-
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mer demanded all of my time, so much so that from July 18th on I
closed down the regular routine of the hospital and attended only to
urgent and emergency cases. Finally on September 24th I left for a
vacation in India. The total time then in which the hospital routine
was in full swing was only six and a half months, although, of course,
some work was done by the assistants during the other five and a half
months, in fact a good deal of work. Again it must not be forgotten
that all the duties of the station, both evangelistic and educational
devolved, upon the physician, with the exception of the early part of the
year up to March 9th, w hen we had Mr. Dykstra with us and had the
pleasure of his assistance at the Sunday services.

Taking all these things into consideration the returns show a dis-
tinct advance on last year.

The in-patients in the hospital numbered 58, of which 36 were
Surgical, 13 were Eye and 9 were Medical. Between them they spent
820 days in the hospital, or an average stay of about 14 days per
patient. This total of 38 is the same as last year. Several of these
in-patients were from the best families in the town, and the Sheikh’s
household was represented on two occasions. An important Sheikh
from Fao was also an in-patient for some weeks and went home cured
and grateful, and has been a good friend of ours ever since.

Dispensary Work. On the Men’s side 2,203 New Cases were
treated and 796 on the Women'’s, with total treatments New Cases and
Old Cases of 6,166 on the Men’s side and 1986 on the Women’s,
making a Grand Total of all Treatments on both sides of the hospital
8,152. These totals are only a trifle below last year’s figures.

Vaisits. 120 were made to 40 different individuals.

Surgical Operations. 119 Surgical Operations were performed,
exclusive of some 300 Tooth Extractions.

Fees. Fees show a slight increase over last year—the total being
Rs.1710-10-6 an increase over last year of Rs.84-13. Of this total
Rs.112-12-3 was contributed from the Women’s side.

In connection with the subject of fees it should be mentioned that
a fine horse, together with saddle and bridle, was presented to the
doctor by Sheikh Naar, as were also a microscope and some surgical
instruments formerly belonging to the opposition hospital here—a Mos-
lem Institution, now defunct. -

The New Ward to which I referred in my report last year as a
possibility during 1916 has now materialized. It is a fine big room,
which will easily accommodate eight beds and measures some 35 feet
by 14 feet. It was made possible by the gift of Rs.1000 by Lt.-Col.
W. G. Grey, and this sum, together with special gifts and G. L M. A. S.
grants, represents the cost of the building, altogether about Rs.1800.

The money given by the Viceroy last year has now been spent and
the Operating Room is the richer by a first class clock and a 300 candle
power lamp.

I think it is fair to say that the popularity of our medical work
1s steadily growing—the attitude of the people is ever more and more
friendly and when I recently returned from my vacation in India I
was surprised at the number of visitors who came to welcome me back.
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The Evangelistic work of the Hospital has been kept up on the old,
well-tried lines. Michael, the colporteur, has spent his mornings with
the dispensary patients and has done good and faithful service. As
last year, he still maintains that he sells more Scriptures in the hospital
than anywhere else, by two to one, although he only spends half his
time in the hospital.

During the year we have had on the hospital staff two men who
professed an interest in Christianity. The first, who had come across
country from Hebron, where he had deserted from the Turkish Army,
made a great impression on the native brethren when he arrived in
Kuweit. He had been in touch with a missionary in Hebron and had
learned to know his Bible, both Old and New Testaments, fairly well,
and was faithful and apparently keen in attending all religious exer-
cises. He insisted that he had rejected Islam and was a Christian.
He brought no letters or credentials of any kind from his former
missionary friend, but I gathered from one of our men who knows
Hebron that his statements were true. I did my best to get the man
to earn his living and told him from the very start that I did not want
to employ him and that his witness would be much more valuable if
he accepted no financial assistance from us. However, he did not
seem to be able to get anything to do, and later on I allowed him to
work with the labourers on our house building operations. He did
pretty well at this for a while, but a hot temper and an arrogant dispo-
sition made him speedily unpopular with his fellows. The native
brethren were by this time, however, more impressed with his genu-
ineness than ever—as one of them put it—"*Ma lahu mutlub ebeden—
He has no ulterior motive whatever,” and they began to put pressure
on me to give him regular work. The horse referred to above had
just been given to me, and as he knew a good deal about stable routine
there seemed to be an opening for him in this direction. He did very
well at this, and not long afterwards I extended his duties by taking
him into the hospital as a probationer in the drug department, allow-
ing him also to go to school one hour a day in the hope of his learn-
ing enough English to make him an efficient druggist. T had a weekly
Bible Class for the hospital assistants and the man came regularly to
this and took a keen interest in all the lessons. His bad temper now
began to assert itself again—at this time he had been with us some
three months—he quarreled with everybody and gossiped about our
people in the bazaar with all sorts of chance acquaintances, without
any regard to truth or circumstances. Later on he left our service,
but came back penitent two days afterwards only to revert very soon
to his same old ways. By this time the Native Brethren had almost
lost faith in him as a possible member of our force, but I continued to
hold on to him in the hope that he would eventually settle down.
Once again he left our service, as he was convinced that the whole
station was against him; I have not seen him since. The behaviour of
the Native Brethren towards him and their patience in the face of
his overbearing ways was splendid. In spite of his failure to fit in
here T believe the man really was in earnest when he said he was a
Christian—he was just an impossible type of man and perhaps a trifle
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unsound mentally. In case any of my colleagues should meet him,
I may mention that his name was Rafit.

The second candidate for Christianity was a man whose eyes we
saved from inevitable destruction by our care of him in the hospital.
He, too, was destitute, and as it suited me at the time I gave him
employment, but when it suited him he left us and I find it hard to
believe that he was ever in earnest religiously. There seems to be no
doubt that the policy of employing “would-be” converts and inquirers
is unsuccessful in most cases, and yet all of us know how almost
impossible it is to leave them to stand alone.

May I close this report with a request. The Hospital is greatly
in need of additional out-buildings—we need quarters for our assist-
ants who cannot live in the town, which is a mile and a half away.
Hospital assistants should live on the hospital premises so as to be
always available. Heretofore they have managed to get along in one
room, but they have both recently been married so that the present
accommodation is quite insufficient. We also need a small room for
the sweeper to live in—he, like the assistants, should live on the place.
Finally we need a large store room for drugs and supplies—the present
one being far too small. The sum of $1,000 would put up all these
additional rooms.

The Appointees for 1917 and their Message to the Church

At the meeting of farewell at General Synod in June the appointees
for Arabia together with the other out-going missionaries stated their
reason for going to the foreign field. This farewell message of each
one as he was introduced to the Synod that evening follows. It is, in
fact, their message to the whole church.

REv. HENRY A. BILKERT:

‘Arabia needs my Christ. There are others who cannot go. I can
go, therefore I must go ; and, with your co-operation and in God’s prov-
idence, I want to go.”

Mrs. ANNA MONTEITH BILKERT:

“I am going to Arabia as the result of the prayers of my Father and
Mother, and somehow to-night the privilege of going there and the
great trust to me in going there seems greater than ever, and I can
imagine myself, after a hard day in Arabia, being revived and made
glad at the memory of this occasion. And I thank you that you thought
it was worth while to bring us here.”

Miss Mary C. VAN PEeLT:

“When Jesus stood and looked on the multitude, He said: ‘What
are you going to do with them?” Someone said: ‘You have nothing!’
And Andrew said: ‘There is a lad here who has five loaves and two
fishes.” And He said: ‘Bring them to me.” And he brought them and
then He blessed them and brake, and they were fed. Here is a girl.
She has been a nurse. If He can take her life and bless it and use it—
1 will go because He sends me. There is not one of us who would dare
to go one-hundredth of a step without the power of God. Will you
help us by paying the price of power? The price of power is prayer.”
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Henry A. Bilkert Mrs. Anna Monteith Bilkert

Kalamazoo, Mich. Kalamazoo, Mich.

Hope College, '14 Kalamazoo College, '15
New Brunswick and Western Kennedy School of Missions, '16

Seminaries, '17

Mary C. Van Pelt
Hillsboro, Ohio

Norton Memorial Infirmary
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DR. H. G. VAN VLACK DRESSED AS AN ARAB



