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of-al-Mughira. |- At this time Debal was inhabited by merchants, 2~ and
it may have been either a stronghold of Indo-Persian nawval power or, more
probably, of Indian pirates who had -been raiding the coast of Arabia since
a longtime. ¥ Nearly 75 years afterwards, we learn that Debal was the
stronghold of the Smdhlan pirates who were operating in th Arabian Sea
obably with the connivance and patronage of the Sind rulers of the
dynasty, These:pirates | .and captured the ships. carrying the-
Arabrdugea fromCeyion ‘whereupon the first two naval expeditions wege
sent against Debal by Hajjaj, the Governor of Iraq under the commands
of Ultmdulla.h b. Nabhan and Budail b. ahTfah-al-Bajaliyye respectively,
but both these expeditions failed and the commanders lost their lives. 4
This was . eventually: followed. by Mu_ ammad bin. Qasim’s well planned
invasion of Sind. Muhammad stormed Debal in 711 A. D. (938 A. H).
At that time Debal was. a sizeable town and was inhabited by
merchants and artisans. °- had also a strong fort inside which wasa
temple “that stood 40 gaz. l'ug‘l over it was a dome “40 ggz tall”, 6.
Thmwas the temple-dewal after. which the town had probably been
named. After his victory, Mubammad built a mosque here and setded the
Arab population. 7 Under the new Governmental organization, both
Debal and Nerun were trea.t.ed as administrative units and . Muhammad b.
Qasim placed them under the charge of one of hisofficers named Mas'ad. 8
About. 12 years later we hear of al-Junaid, the newly appointed Governor
of Sind by Cah Hisham, landing first at Debal in 105 AH. % About 25

years later we learn about Mansur b. Jumhiir who had captured Mansﬁrih,
the capital of Sind, in 130 A.H., sending his brother Manzur to subjuga
Debal. 10, This was during the tranmtlonal period, between the fall of the
Umayyads, and the rise of the Abbasides.

After this we again hear of Debal after a lapse of a century during the
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reign of al-Mu‘tasim and the Governorship of ‘Anbisah b. Ishig-al-Dabbi
when approximately between 230 & 235 A.H. he ordered the upper part of the
Stupa (%2) of the deserted temple in Debal to be pulled down and converted
the hollow of it into a prison. He was repairing the buildings damaged by the
fallen stones of the Stupa when he relinquished the charge of Governorship
by about 235 A. H. One Mansir b Haum had told the histcnan al- Bala-
dhuri (d. 279) that he had himself seen the demolished part of the Stupa at
Debal. ! That may have been anywhere between 235 &’ 279 A. H. when
al Baladhuri died. Another reference to Debal during this period 1s contained
in the travel book of Sulaiman al-Mahn, entitled Qalddat—al-Shumos wa-
Istikhirdj Qawdi‘'d-al-Usils. # writtenby about 237 AH. (851 A. D))

According to al-Suyiti, Debal was rocked by a severe earth-quake
by the end of the 9th century. He says: “In the year 280 A. H. a
letter was received (in  Baghdad) from Daibul that a lunar eclipse took
place in Shawwil, and the world became dark till the afternoon. Then
started the black tormado which continued on to one- third of the night
and was followed by a severe earth-quake which wiped off the entire
city. The number of the dead who were mken out from under the debris
was one hundred and fifty thousands. 3 According to this statement
Debal was completely destroyed on 27th December 893 A.D. 4+ Butit
is difficult to corroborate this statement of al-Suyati who, moreover, is
not altogether a trustworthy authority on early Islamic history. Accounts
by numerous later eye witness conclusively prove that Debal did exist in
the 10th century. These later eye witnesses do not mention this episode
of the earth-quake at all. al-Suyiti’s statement is evidently an exaggemtcd
account of some earth-quake which may bhave rocked Debal and taken a
pretty heavy toll of hves But the town definitely was not “entirely
vi:lpid out”. There may have been some damage but it did survive the
shoc

Throughout the 10th century A, D.) we find numerous n.fcn.m.cs to
Debal in the geographical literature of the period. Ibn Khurdizbeh
(d. 300 H/912 A. D.), the traveller and postmaster general of the Abbasid
Empire refers to it in his book aLMasdhh wal- Mamahk Then we have
the eye witness accounts of it by al-Mas‘Gdi (331 (H/942.43 A. D)),
al-Istakhari (840 A. H./950.51 A. D.), Ibn Haugal (¥43.968 AD.) 5.
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