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Wahhibi pirates from Oman.? Ahmad Zaini Dahlan,* one of the principal

oriental sources for the history of this period, supplies little information
for the events of this year, though of course other authorities not consulted
by us may contain this information.

In 1803 A.D. Ghalib, Sharif of Mecca (ruled 1788-1813 A.D.) evacuat-
ed the city which was then entered by Sa‘id the Wahhabi. The latter
however was unable to take Jedda, and withdrew from the Hyaz on
receiving news of the murder of his father ‘Abd al-‘Aziz.®

Of the Sharifs mentioned 1n our text, both Ghalib and Surir were sons
of Musi‘id, and ‘Abdulldh was the son of Surir. Mudayifi is doubtless
‘Uthman al-Mudayifi, brother-in-law to Ghalib, mentioned by Ahmad
Zaini Dahlan.® The Pasha of Damascus (or Syria) 1s probably Djazzar
Pasha [ob. 1219 H. (1804 A.D.)], and we think that his visits to the Hijaz
must have been when escorting the Syrian Mahmal at the time of the
pilgrimage. The Sultin Ahmad ‘Abd al-Karim of Aden is, of course, the
‘Abdali gul;in of Aden and Lahe).

This narrative, report, letter, or whatever it may be, 1s then an interest-
ing incidental footnote to the history of Wahhabi activities in South Arabia
in the opening years of the nineteenth century.

R. B. SErJEANT.
G. M. Wickens.

NOTE

1. C. Rieu, Brit., Mus. Cat. Pers. MSS,, Il 861 a., and in C. A. Storey, Persian
Literature (London, 1936), II, p. 428.

2. For instance, the use of tenses, and ba'd governing with eddfeh instead of

with az, etc.

. For the Wahhibi pirates of Ras al-Khaimah, see S. B. Miles, ‘' The Countries
and Tribes of the Persian Gulf’ (London, 1919), 11, p. 444. Reference to the nego-
tiations of the Wahhibi pirates with the Sultin of Lahejis made by Ahmad Fadl b.
‘Ali Muhsin al-‘Abdali, ‘ Hadiyat al-Zaman fi Akhbéar Mulik Lahdjwa-‘Adan’ (Cairo,
1351 H.), p. 136, under the events of the year 1219 H.

4. 'Kguligat al-Kalam’ (Cairo, 1888 A.D.).

5. For further information see the Encyl. Islam, Art. Mecca, p. 445 and (at
esent restricted) the Admuralty Handbook, Western Arabia and the Red Sea,
R 527 (1946), p. 266 f.

6. ‘Khulisat al-Kalam,” op. cit., p. 263.
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