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Reports of the British political residency about air navigation
in Bahrain (1919—1945): A documentary study

Abstract

Objectives: This study discusses the early beginnings of the emergence
and development of air navigation through the passage of military air-
craft over the Sheikhdom of Bahrain, particularly following the end of
World War 1 (WWI). It also addresses the support and assistance pro-
vided by the Sheikh of Bahrain, the idea of allocating a suitable piece
of land for establishing an airstrip on the island, and his personal in-
volvementin preparing and overseeing the construction efforts. Meth-
od: This study adopted the historical-documentary descriptive method,
which relies on collecting scientific material, verifying its credibility and
logical consistency, and then deriving conclusions to reach the desired
scientific outcomes. This was based on a set of documents issued by the
British government to uncover the full historical facts without stripping
them of their published or unpublished sources. Results: The research
found that Britain selected Bahrain as a suitable site for constructing
an airstrip and worked to organize air navigation despite challenges.
The project witnessed competition between Imperial Airways and the
" RAF ", which was eventually regulated through agreements with the
Sheikh of Bahrain. Imperial Airways contributed to developing services,
which improved air traffic and postal services, and reinforced Bahrain’s
role as a regional air navigation hub. Conclusion: Bahrain emerged as
a strategic location for British air navigation, succeeding in establishing
an airstrip and organizing air traffic despite various challenges. With the
support of Imperial Airways and cooperation from the Sheikh of Bah-
rain, aviation and postal services improved, enhancing Bahrain’s impor-

tance as a regional center for air navigation that served British interests.
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