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The Mother-Sources in modern Gulf history: The emergence

of a new rooting-historical method’
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Abstract

Objectives: This study seeks to uncover a new concept within
the framework of diverse historic sources, classified under the
umbrella of the historical bibliography methodology. During
the process of this investigation, the concept—referred to by
the researcher as “Mother-Sources”—is thoroughly exam-
ined, with particular attention given to its nature from multi-
ple perspectives. These include an analysis of its formation, its
obscured presence in contrast to the evident and established
nature of other historic sources, the mechanisms of its identifi-
cation within historic narratives, and its relationship with con-
ventional historic sources. Additionally, the study proposes a
new bibliographic classification system aimed at reconstructing
the designations of historic sources. Method: Employing both
descriptive-historical analysis and critical comparative meth-
ods, the study explores this bibliographic narrative through
a primary historic-example-source, supported by other sub-
sidiary examples. The main sourcing case of the study is a re-
nowned-historic reference of general academic publications
that deal with modern Gulf history:i.e. the volumes of the “Gaz-
etteer of the Persian Gulf, Oman, and Central Arabia”, compiled
by John Gordon Lorimer. Results: The study concludes with a
key finding, accompanied by two recommendations. These per-
tain to the necessity for further research into two core issues:
the nature of the “Mother-Sources” and the ways researchers
engage with them. Conclusion: In light of the above, the study
presents a preliminary historical-critical inquiry into the meth-
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odology used to trace sources often regarded as primary; however,
closer examination suggests that such sources may, in fact, be sec-
ondary within their original context, thereby inviting more rigorous
reassessment of source hierarchies within broader historiographical
and bibliographical frameworks.

Keywords: history, bibliography, historiography, Gulf, Kuwait
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