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dn amicable settlement, and the Shaikh Liad been authorised by the British
Government to respond ; but the Al Babaih eventually hung back, and
the intended negotiations did not take place,

Tn 1908, no steps having as yeb been taken by the Turkish authorities
to ecompensate the Shaikh of Bahrain for the massacre, discussion of the
case was resumed between the British Government and the Porte. An
assertion by the Porte that the murderers had all heen killed in subsequent
encounters with the Turkish troops having been disproved, and the
unwillingness or inability of the Turks 1o take further mction having
become elear, Iis Majesty’s Government deeided that the Shaikh of
Bahrain might be authovised to proceed in bis own way against the Al
Bahaih, provided that nothing was done in territory recognised as Turkish,
This decision was communicated to the Parte in October 1904, but it was
withbeld from the Shaikh in consequence of his misconduct in certain
matters which form part of the history of Baluain,

In February 1905 a fresh outrage on Bahrain subjects was committed
by the Al Babail tribe at Dalut Huwaiqil in Barr-al-Qarabh. The
vietims on this oceasion were the crews of two Mashuwahs from Hadd on
Mubarrag Island, who had landed to collect firewood ; they were abtaclked
by a gang of 85 Bedoning, two of their number were dangerously
wounded by the bullets of the Al Bahaih, and a slave belonging to the
party was carried off. In 1007 it appeared that the Al Bahaih, whom
the Shaikh had prohibited from visiting Bahrain, considered themselves,
on this account, as at feud with the whole Araly population of the
islands,

The Turkish Mutasarrifs of Tlasa were, alter the oceupation of
the province, the principal instruments of the Tarkish policy of expansion
on the side of Qatar and Trucial *Oman ; but their proceedings in this
respect, belonging rather to the history of Qatar, are deseribed in another
place.

The use of Kuwait to some extent as a base of operations and the
ussistance given by fhe Shailkh of Kuwait in the Turkish conguest of Hasa
in 1871 bave Leen noticed above, as has also the co-operation of a Kuwait
contingent under Shaikh Mularak to restore order in Hasa in 1893,
Towards the end of 1899 an Tradé, authorising the construetion of a line
of telegraph from Busrah to Qatif which would necessaril y have passed
through Kuwait, was issned by the Sultan of Turkey; but no steps were
tuken to give the scheme effect.

The negotiations and other dealings of the Turksin Hasa with the
Wahbabi rulers of Central Arabin have been described above in so far as
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they related to the occupation of Hasa by the Turks and to thfe further
des;gﬂs of the Porte upon Najd, In 1592 asylum mjd. a pension were
provided by the Turks for ’Abdur Rahman, the fugltl.\"e head of the Al
Sa’id of Najd, who had been expelled from Central Arabia by Thn-Rashid.
Oceasional communication was held also with Ihn-Ra:shid, the Amir

of Jabal Shammar. Thusin March 1894 the 'Ajman tribe, hm"ing been
attacked by Ibn-Rashid, appurently in the coastal tract of Salg .towa.rv.ls
Kuwait, appealed to the Turks for rmh‘ess. on the ground of f.hE}r being
tributary to the Porte, and the Mutasarrif of Hasa w‘rote on thexr’ b?ha.lf
to the Amir ; but to his letter Thu-Rashid merely 1'eph.ad that the .A‘]mﬁu
oo robbers, and that action had been faken agaiust them in the
.“,ue tg of law and arder. In 1895 Tbn-Rashid complained that inter-
1ntefﬁ'5 between Kuwait and Najd was being interrupted by the raids of
com’S‘: iman, Al Morrah and other tribes nominally subject to Turkey,
o Eueﬁt,:ui the Mutasarrif of Hasa either to veduce them to order or to
and 1"T:qhim to do go ; but the only response to this request seems to have
1"3"mlml attack by the Turks assisted by the "Ajmin upon the Mutair, a

g generally regarded as under the protection of the Amir, of which an

tribe !
ount has already been given above. .
e In July and August 1805 ’Abdul ’Aziz, son of the Wahhabi Amir,
hose pD:\'m' had again superseded that of Tbn-Rashid in Central
i ah'a, paid a visit to the part of the Jalarah desert adjoining Dihat-ns-
Arls- v;-‘ His presence, though he was nominally at this time a Turkish
S;-i ‘ial appeared to Le embarrassing to the authorities in Haea ; Lut he
:ms[;it;bly received a Turkish Tabir Aghasi who was deputed to call on
Lim in his camp at Da’ailij in Jafarah.

q
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CITAPTER VII.

HISTORY OF KUWAIT.*

Early History.

The foundation of *he town of Kuwait, though a modem event, is the
subject of various and conflicting traditions,  The first settlers, however,
almost certainly Lelonged to the *Utib, a tribe consisting of three
principal divisions, the Jalahimah, Al Khalifal and Al Subih, and said
to be derived from the “Anizal of northern Central Arabia, T Kuwait
seems to have come into existence abont the commencement of the 18th
century, aceording to one account in 1716 5 and from the name it may
reasonably be conjectured that the place was in the Leginning an ordinary
Arab settlement protected by a small fort. According to a tradition
preserved by the Al Subak family who now govern Kuwait, the reason why
the ancestors of their seetion eame to Kuwait was that they had Leen
expelled by the Turks from Umm Qase upon Khor Zubair, an eatlier
seat from which they had heen accustomed to prey as brigands upon the
caravans of Basvah and as pivates upon the shipping of the Shatt-al-’ Arab,
When the settlement at Kuwait was formed, the Jalalimah section were
headed by one Jabix, the Al Khalifah by Khalifah-hin-Mubammad, aud
the Al Subah—aceording to one tradition—by a Shaikh named

® For facts in rogard to the history of Kuwait, we arenot so entirely dependont as in
the ease of Qatar, Bahrain and Hasa o official xecords and compilations, and the fallow-
ing published works may be cited : Ives” Vogage, 1774 ; Seatzen in Zach’s Monatliche
Corresp , July to D 1 1805 ; Brydges' Brief History of the Walauby,
1834 ; Stocqueler’s Fifteen Months' Pilgrimage, 1832 ; Polly and Colvill's Recent
Tour vound the Novthera Portion of the Persian Gulf, in the Transactions of the
Bombay Geographical Soeiety, Volume XVII, 1865 Pelly's Report on a Journsy
to the Wakabee Capital of Riyadh, 1866 ; and Pelly’s Report on the Tribes, efc.
avound the shoves of the Persian Gulf, 1874, Tho official publications covtaining
most information are : Bombay Selections, XXIV, 1856 ; o Précis of Correspond-
ence regarding the Affaivs of the Persian Gulf, 1801-53, by Mr. J. A, Saldanha,
1906 ; a Précis of Kuweit Affairs, by the same, 1904 ; & Prdeis of Najd Affatrs,
18041904, by the same, 1904 ; and the annual Administration Roports of the Peveian
Gulf Political Residenoy.

t There iu also & division known as the Al Fadhil, but thay have played no part in
‘Thistory.
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Sulaiman-hin-Almad ; and the Al Subah enjoyed come sort of political
PTedomiumsce over the other divisions of the tribe. According to another
authority the chief Shaikh of the Al Subah at the time of the foundation
of Kuwait was one Rahim.

Tn the first fifty vears after its foundation, the town of Kuwait orew
'ra.Pi‘nY in wealth and importance ; and the "Utﬁb,. partly by meang of
matrimonial allianees with other tribes in the neighbourhood, sneceeded
in making their position good against the Bani Khalid, who il shortly
pefore had dominated the whole north-castern coast of Arabia. The
ohief of Kuwait from nbout 1756 to about 1762 was Shaikh Subal, who
was succeeded by his son, Shaikh *Abdullah,

In 1758, when Dr, Tves and his party passed throngh Kharmag on
their way from India to Europe, friendly relations prevailed between
Baron Kniphausen, the head of the Dutch settlement on Kharag, and
the Shaikh of Kuwait, “a man greatly obliged to lim, and in some
measure under his infloence” ;  and it ocewrred to the Baron that
arrangements might be made throngk the Shaikh for the British travel-
Jers to accompany 2 caravan proceeding from Kuwait by the desert to
Aleppo—32 route which, though more arduous, \\':?,s shorter in time than
that by Basrah and Baghdid. A hoat was accordingly sent, on the 3lst
of March, to fetch the Shaikh from Knwait to Kharag; but he did not

ake his appearance until the 14th of April ; and his demands, when he
:::,me, were so extortionate and so firmly maintained as to make the
Baron secrctly doubtful of the expediency of the plan which he Lad
himself proposed.  The British party, on becoming aware of this, relieved
him from his embarrassment by suggesting that, for various reasons,
they should continue their jowrney by the Basrah-Baghdad route.

In 17686, in circumstances of which no explanation except one probably
faneiful is extant, the Al Khalifah division of the 'Utab separated
ghemselves from the rest of the tribe and removed to Zubarah in Qatar,
where they became an independent nolnny._ They were followed, after a
ghort interval, by the Jalihimah ; and the Al Subdh remained in exclusive
Possesaiou of Kuwait.

Friendly relations between the 'Utib of Kuwait and those of
Fubarah must, if ever interrupted, have shortly been resumed, for in
1776 one of the Shaikhs and a number of the chief inhabitants of
Kuwait took refuge at Zubarah in consequence of the capture of Basrah
Dy the Persians, The fall of Basrah did not, however, injure Kuwnit 4
on the contrary, a considerable part of the tiade of Basrah was
diverted, during the Pexsian oocupation of that place, to Kuwait,
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The recorded history of ritish relations with Kuwait opens in 1775,
when, on the iuvestment of Basrah by the Persinns, the British desert

with Kuwait, mail from the Gulf to Aleppo began to be despatched from Kuwait
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instead of Zubair. This arrangement was continued during the Persian
occupation of Basrah until 1779, but it did not work very satisfactorily
as the messengers were not under any proper control, and one packet was
lost en ron’e about the end of 1778.

In 1773 Kuwait was regarded as a dependency of Basrah; and, at
the breaking up of the Anglo-Turkish squadron at the mouth of the
Shatt-alArab on the departure of the British Agency to Bashehr, it
was considered a safe place at which to drop the Turkish and Arab
persounel,

An nnusual incident occcurred ab Kuwait at the end of 1778, or
possibly in January 1779. On the 8rd of August 1778 M, Borel du
Bourg, a young French officer, left Marseilles with despatches in eypher
for the French nuthorities in Pondichery and Mauritius, e was trav-
elling from Aleppo to the Persian Gulf, when, in the desert atabout 15
days’ journey from Basrah, a party of Bedouin Arabs threatened him,
and hLe Lad the misfortune to shoot ome of their number. Severely
wounded by a sword ent on the head, he saved his life by throwing
himself on the protection of the oldest of the robbers and promising to
pay a sum equal to £100 TFnglish on condition of being conveyed in
safety to Kuwait. On amival at Kuwait he suceeeded in borrowing the
promised amount from an Armenian of the place, after which he wrote
to M, Rousseau, the French Consul at Bagraly, desiring to be supplied
with the means of continuing his joumey to Pondiabery. The French
Resident having refused or hesitated to honour the draft of hie fellow-
countryman, it was carried by the Arab messenger tothe British Factory
ab Basrah, of which the staff in  this manner became aware of M. du
Bourg’s presence in Kuwait.

A difficult question was thus raised, for a report had reached Basrah
of war having been* declared between Britain and Frange, in which
case it would be ingumbent on Britich officials albroad to seize wander
ing French emissaries; but, on the other hand, the consequences to the
British Resident were likely to be serious if he took action against
M. du Bourg on information which subsequently proved to be
incorrect.  Mr. W. Digges Latouche in charge of the British Factory;

* The report was mot incorreet, From 1778 fo 1783 there was war between
France and Britain, in consequencs of the former power having openly sided witk
the United States of Amarica in their War of Independanca.

”
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¢ parhaps as benevolent, Lumane and generous a being as cver existed,”
dacided in the end that the Frenchman must be arrested, and sent his
Second in Council, Mr. Abraham, in a cruiser, to put the vesolution in
offect. The vessel anchored out of sight of .tha town ; and after dark
Mz, Abraham, aceompanied by the ecaptain LI[:. Sheriff, a man of
remarkably powerful physique, proceeded on shove in a boat. The chief
obstacle to the execution of their nrders: was t:he opp(.)s.itiuu of the
Shaikh of Kuwait, who, though a wel”—wxsher of the British Govern-
ment, was strongly averse to the scizure of a person at the time

joying his hwsplta.]ity; after a protracted argument, ]\owever, his
elllj'e;;tions were withdrawn, principally, it would seem, in congequence
Df‘]au assertion that M. du Bourg was a fraudulently absconding
:.’le'bt-m'- The British representatives then proceeded to V. du Bourg’s
house, and, on the door being opened by the French Oﬂ‘i{‘el? who was in
momentary expectation of a..mpl_y fl'i’!l‘l Lhe.Frunch B::sulcul at Basrah
and appeared dressed in nothing but his . shirt, Captain Sheriff seized
him in his arms and held him fast, while Mr. Abrabam searched his
apm-tmeuts. The despatches were found ; but M. du Bourg succeed-
o in destroying the key of the cypher, which was concealed in the
|§ni|1g of his coat, and their meaning was never ascertained.

It is pleasant to know that on arrival at Basrah M. du Bourg,
whose misfortunes seem to have cxnitcé the greatest commiseration in
his captors, and who was so iuce.nsed against M. Rousseau that he refused
to hold any communication with Fhe Fl"(.’llch Con.sulatc, became the
Dbjeg‘t, of “every respect and attention' in the British Factory ; that
his wound, which for want of treatment had grown daug’emus, wag
cured ; and that he was eventually despatched on his homeward Jjourney
pid Aleppo “with every assistance he could receive from the gentlemen
of our Factory.”

As related in the history of Bahrain, the *Utab of Kuwait took g
leading part in the expulsion of the Persians from those islands and in
the reduction of Bahrain to an Arab principality under their *ALhi
insmen of Zubarah. Three years previously, in 1780, they and their
fellow-tribesmen of Zubirah had been at war with the Ka’ab tribe of
s pvabistan ; but the circumstances are not known,

Kuwait, of which the prosperity was at this time eonsidered to stand
necessarily in an inverse ratio to that of Baerah, Lenefited
through the occupation of the latter town by the Persians, in conse-

wence of which the whole Indian trade with Baghdad, Aleppo, Smyrna
and Constantinople was between 1775 and 1779 diverted to it

greatly
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Participation
of the "Utab
of Kuwait in
the "Atbi
conquest of
Bahrain,
1783,

Trade of
Kawait,
1775-90.



Staff and
establish-
ment of the
Factory.

1004

after this, nntil 1781, merchandise for Aleppo was sometimes forwarded
by direct caravan from Kuwait, thus esoaping the duties levied by the
Pisha of Baghdad on goods forwarded through Bastah, By 1790
Kuwait had begun to share in the commercial prosperity which the
seizure of Bahrain had bronght to the whole ‘Utdb tribe by drawing them
into the carrying trade ; and goods were imported from Masqat, Zubirah,
Bahrain and Qatif. Merchants were efficiently protected at Knwai,
and the duty on imported goods was lavied at the low rate of 1 per
cent. ad valorem.

Temporary location of the Basrah (British) Factory at Kuwai,
1793.95.

On account of difficulties with Tukish officials, described elsewhere
in the history of Turkish *Iraq, the staff of the British Factory at Basral
withdrew from that place on the 30th of April 1798% and established
themselves temporarily at Kuwait, wheve they remained until the 26th
of August 1795, From the selection of Kuwait asa place of retreat
from the Turks, it is clear that, whatever may have been the case in
1775, it was not in any real sense a Turkish dependency in 1793, The
head of the factory was Mr. 8. Manesty, a gentleman who played a con-
spicuous and somewhat eccentric part in the velations of Britain with
Turkish 'Trag about this period ; and among those who accompanied him
in his migration were the Joint Factor, Mr. Harford Jones, afterwards Sir
Harford Jones Brydges, British BEnvoy to Persia ; alsoa Mr, Reinaud,
who at a later time attained celebrity as the first European visitor to
Dara’iyah in Najd. For the protection of the British Factory at Kuwait
a small cruiser was kept anchored in the bay, and a guard of sepoys
under a native officer was stationed on shore. The staff of the Factory
suffered much discomfort at Kuwait from the intense heat, which caused
them sleepless nights, and from “ the supply of water,...... infamously
bad in quality, being at once salt, sweet and bitter ”; and failure of
bealth after a time obliged Mr, Warford

Jones to proceed on leave to
Europe,

® In Sir Harford Jones Brydges' Wahiauby the date is given ns 1703, but this is
probably a misprint.

q
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During the sojourn of the factory at Kuwait the Wahhiibis were at
war with the place, which they were anxious to reduee to submission ,
and they frequently showed themselves in the neighbourhood, causing
incessant alarms,  The town was at this time poorly defended by a mud
wall, which, in the xainy scason, frequently crumbled down in large breaches
to the great alarm of the inhabifants ; but the courage of the people was
sustained by their confidence in Shaikh 'Abdullah-bin-Subih, described
as a venerable old man of commanding appearance, whom they rvegarded
more as a father than as a governor. In general a Wahhili attack did
not amount to more than a temporary seizure of the wells by a party of
ten or twenty Bedouins, whom the matehlockmen of the town ordinarily
eucceeded in dislodging after a bloodless skirmish at very long ranges;
put belated wanderers near the town were treated by the Wahbabis with
oreat inhumanity, the women being carried off and the men instantly
:)ub to death. It is recorded, on the authority of Dr. Scetzen, that
Mr. Teinaud on one oceasion actually saw two Wahhabis murder an
unfortunate Kuwaiti upon the seashore and wash their hands in Lis blood.
During the stay of the East Indin Company’s servants at Kuwait only
one serious attack in force, which was easily repuleed, was made by the
wahhabis. The real attitude of the British Factory towards these
conflicts is uncertain : in theory it was one of neutrality.*

# T'he statements made by Sir H. J. Brydges in his Wakauby (pages 12 to 16)
and by Mr. Reinaud in his conversations with Dr. Seetzen (see Von Zach's Monattiche
c'w‘reﬂprmdm.:, July to December 1803, pages 234 Lo 235) are irreconcileable,
8ir Harford ropresents the grand attack as having been made by abonl 500 Wuhbabis,
who were driven off by a single shot from an old gun that had been brought ashore
by the Shaikh from one of his vessels; and be is careful to explain that the Factory
lniad 10 share in the proceedings, and that good relations were, on the contrary, stu-
diously mainteined with Ibn 8a'td, Mr. Reinaud, on the olher hand, places the
atrength of the enemy at 2,000 camels, each carrying two men, the front vider armed
with 8 gun and the other with a lance to protect his companion while reloading ; Le
allages that, under Mr. Manesty's orders, two guns were landed from the DBritish
cyuiser, that the sepoy guard of the Factory took part in repelling the attack, and
¢hat the Wahhabie lost beavily in their flight along the beach by the five ot the cruiser
horself; and lie adds that the resentment of the Walhabis at this interference
,;prnnsﬂd in dapredutions wpon the Company's desert wail, was the canse of bis own
mission to Dara'iyah, Bir Harford may be the more relinblo autherity ; but, on the
other hand, it seems unlikely that Mr, Reinaud’s circumstantial story should be
altogether a fiction.
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History of Euwait from the removal of the British Factory till
the arrival of the Egyptians in Hasa, 1795-1838.

During move than 40 years after the veturn of the British Factory to
Basrali, the name of Kuwait was seldom mentioned in the political corre-
spondence of the Persian Gulf,

In 1820 Kuwait was represented as containing an armed population
of 5,000 to 7,000 men, of whom only a few hundred were "Utiib by race,
and a5 dependent for its water supply upon the island of Failakah. In
1829 the authority of the Shailh of Kuwait was partially acknowledged
by the Bedouin tribes upon the coast as far to the southward as Ras
Khafji; the annual imports of Kuwait were estimated at $5,00,000, the
exports at nearly $1,00,000 ; and the place, which was flourishing in con-
sequence of the peaceful policy of its ruler, was eredited with the possession
of a mercantile marine of 15 Baghlabs from 450 to 100 tons, 20 Batils
and Baghlahs from 120 to 50 tons, and 150 other Loats from 150 to 15
tons. In 1831 the town extended one mile along the shore with a depth
of quarter of a mile, and the streets were wider than those of Masqat or
Buashehr ; but the only defence was a wall less than a foot thick on the
side towards the desert, outside of which was a french ; and two honey-
combed pieces of ordnance protected each of the three gates. The Shaikh
in 1531 levied a duty of 2 per cent, upon all imports, but maintained no
armed force.

The solidarity of the "Utab of Kuwait with those of Babrain and
Qatar appears to have been maintained during this period; and the
Shaikhdom continued to resist, on the whole with success and latterly
under the protection of the Turks, the efforts of the Wahhabi Amirs
to incorporate it with their dominions. Shaikh *Abdullah-bin-Subsh
governed Kuwait nntil 1812, when he died, much regretted by all
on account of the mildness of bis rule, which favoured commereial develop-
ment, and under whieh the population of the town had increased very
greatly. Shaikh *Abdullah was suceeeded by his son Jabir-bin-’Abdullah.

In 1831 the fleet of Kuwait assisted that of the Ka’ab Arabs to
blockade Basrah in the interest of Dawud Pasha, who was about to be

displaced from the governorship of Turkigh ’Iraq; and about the same
time Kuwait began to flourish with increased vigour in consequence of
misfortunes by whieh Basrah had been overtaken,
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In 1800 or 1801, in consequence of asylum having Leen afforded to Relations of

some of the 'Atbi leaders whom he had recently expelled from Bahrain,
al yid Sa’id of Masqat :wj.m:l.rs to have visited Kuwait with a fleet by
way of naval demonstration, if not of attack; and it is possible that on
this oceasion he succeeded in obtaining from the Shaikh the homage which
he now apparcuﬂ}‘ claimed as his due from sll the 'Utal. TIn 1809, on
the eve of the first British expedition against Ras-al-Khaimah, the
pimf,e‘pnlitician Ralunah-bin-Jabir of Khor Hassan in Qatar, who exten-
ded to the *Utab of Kuwait his desperate hatred for those of Balrain,
captured 20 Kuwait Batils which were making a voyage to Masqat.
» A bdullah-bin-Subih, Shaikh of Kuwait, one of whose sons was in churge
of the convay and lost his life in the affair, then vowed to Punish
Rahmab by means of u naval expedition against Khor Hassan; Lut it
does not appear that he ever carried his threat into execution, In 1§17
yessels from Kuwuit frequented the ports of Bahrain and were the chief
means by which plunder brought to Balrain by Qasimi pirates was
conveyed across the Gulf for disposal in Persia.

In consequence of the descents by the Saiyid of ’Oman upon the
Bahrain Islands in 1800 and 1802, a temporary rapprociement seems to
have taken place between the *Utab of Kuwait, as well ae those of
Rahrain, and the Wahhabis ; and in 1808, at the bidding of the Wahhahi
Amir and not without reluctance on their own part, the people of Kuwait
abandoned the pearl fishery for the year and proceeded to cruise, along
with their kinsmen of Bahvain and the Qawasim of Trucial ’Oman,
peainst the flag of Masqat; but in this enforced and distasteful employ-
r:ent they seem to have met only with reverses.

In 1805, alarmed by the evident intention of the British authorities
jn India to take action against the piratical Qawisim, the ’Athi Shaikhs
of Kuwait and Zubdrah, after describing themselves as subject to the
Wahhabi Amir, represented the probubility of their being compelled by
pim to engage in depredations on British trade, and suggested that the
British Government should guarantee to them, in case of their se\-ering
their connection with the Wahhabis, a safe retreat in Bahrain ; but
their proposals were not entertained.

At some time before this, apparently alout 1801, some impetus wag
given to the development of Kuwait by troubles between the Wahhabis
and their subjeets in the region of Hasa; by these disturbances the
rdinary route of Indian merchandise to Central Arabia was closed for g
time, and the place of Qatif and *Oqair as ports of entry for the interior
was taken by Kuwait and Basrah. In 1809 the Wahhabi ruler, on
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account; of the refusal of tribute Ly the Shaikh and the repulse of a
Wabhabi expedition from IKuwait in 1808, was found to be urging the
Qagimi Shaikh and the Saiyid of *Oman to undertake a naval expedition
against Kuwait and Basrah,—a summons which neither saw fit to obey.
Tn 1813-14 the port of Kuwait was reported to Le independent of
‘Wuhhabi influence,

In 1829 it was sfated that the Shaikh of Kuwait acknowledged the
authority of the Turks, to whom he paid an annual tribute of 40 bags of
rice and 400 Frasilahs of dates, and from whom Le veceived every year a
dress of honour,  About 1836 Shaikh Jabir, Leing called upon to do so
by the Turkish authorities, assisted them to veduce the rebellious town of
Zubair to submission ; but his part in the operations was confined to a
blockade of the approaches to Zubair by water. On the fall of the town
one of the Zubair family of Zubair, named Ya’qab, took refuge at Kuwait,
where Le was subsequently alleged to have sold to the Shaikh the estate
of Safiyeh in the Ma’amiv district on the Shatt-al-’ Arab,—a civcumstance
which was to give rise to many troubles in the future.

In 1809 the Shaikh of Kuwait offered to join the British expedition
against Ris-al-Khaimah with his own fleet, which was larger than thal of
the Qawasim, hut his proposal was not entertained by the British com-
manders.

In 3837 Shuikh Thamir, Chief of the Ka’ab tribe, in ’Arabistan,
seems to have temporarily taken refuge at Kuwait, in eonsequence of
the occupation of his town of Mubammareh by the Turks.

In 1821-22, on acconnt of diffieulties with the Turkish authorities
in ’Irig, the Britigh Residency at Bastah was for a short time removed
from that place to an *island, ” possibly Failakal, in the jurisdiction of
the Shaikh of Kuwait.*  Captain Taylor, then in temporary charge of
the Residency, struck his flag at Basrah on the 13th of December 1821
and remained in Kuwait territory until the 19th of April 1822, when he
returned to Basrah with his whole establishment,

After this Kuwait appears to have escaped notice by the British
anthorities for a considerable period ; and in 1831, when the traveller
Stocqueler visited the port, he was assured that no Turopean had been
seen there for many years,—an assertion which the curiosity manifested
by hundreds of people in his appearance and dress seemed to
corroborate.

*® An inference that Kuwait was not as yet fully subject to the influeuce uf Turkey
(ses precedivg paragraph) might perhaps be drawn from this vircumstanes. The refers
ence to an '*island " may Lave been made in error.
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Kuwait affairs during the Egyptian occupation of Hasa, 1838-40.

In 1838, on reaching the coast of the Persian Gulf in Hasa, the
Egyptians sent an agent to reside at Kuwait, nominally to purchase
supplies ; and some boat-loads of barley, obtained from the Shatt-al-
' Arab, were in fact forwarded by this individual to Qatif. It wa
believed, however, that his real functions were those of a political
emigsary and TNews writer, in connection with the design of .Khm‘shid
Pagha to wrest ‘Iraq from the Turks ; and he was treated with much
distinetion by the Shaikh of Kuwait, who gave him the seat of honour
in all assemblies. The only consignment of military stores that reached
the Egyptians by sea during their occupation of Ilasa was urlehrqught.to
Qatif, in November 1839, by a Kuwait Ghunchah from .Hm]a.lda,h in
the Red Sea, The fleet of Kuwait, at this epoch, was said to be large
and well-appointed.

Shaikh Jabir of Kuwait had always Leen vegarded as a good friend
of the British Government, and in his written correspondence he had
never failed in courtesy ; butin 1839, estranged possibly by the neglect of
the official representatives of the British Government to conclude treaties
or cultivate personal relations with him, and overawed, lilke the Shaikh
of Bahrain, by the successes of Muhammad *Ali’s troops in Arabia, he
was guilty of marked disecourtesy to a British officer. On the 30th of
October 1838, Lieutenant BEdmunds, the Assistant Resident at Bashehr,
deplltt'd by the Resident to interview Shaikh Jabir with reference
to the establishment of a British line of post across the desert from

Kuwait to the Mediterranean, arrived at Kuwait in a British war vessel,
which on anchoring fived the usunal salute in honour of the Shaikh, The
galute was not acknowledged, and, when a letter from the Hesident was
gent to the Shaikh on shore, only a verbal message was veturned pro-
mising an answer the next day. The deputation of relatives and
followers, moreover, ordinarily sent on board by Arab 8haikhs to welecome
a British official visitor, did not make their appearance ; and Lieutenant
Edmunds remained an board his ship, without any further communication
taking place between himself and the Shaikh, until the third day, He
then requested a meeting with Shaikh Jabir, which was granted ; but
on his arrival the old man, whom he found surrounded by a concouree of
people, only half rose from hie seat, did not lay aside the pipe which he
was smoking, and denied that it was a custom at Kuwait to return the
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salutes of British vessels ; he produced however a reply, ready written, to
the Resident’s letter.  Lientenant Edmunds and Captain Hennell, the
Political Resident, both eonsidered the unnsual conduet of the Shaikh on
this oecasion to be due not to ill-will but principally to a desire to mislead
the Egyptian agent at Kuwait as to the nature of hie relations
with the British power; and, this view having been adopted by the
Government of India, it was decided that no formal remonstrance need be
addressed to the Shaikh,

In returning to Bishehr Licutenant Edmunds visited Failakah sland,
on the suitability of which for the site of a British naval and military
station to replace Kharag he reported unfavourably ; but he was mnch
impressed with the potentialities of Kuwait itself, and thought that
the place might be found well adapted for certain puxposes by the
British Government, Perbaps in the same connection Lieutenant Felix
Jomes of the Indian Navy also reported on the harhour of Knwait in this
vear.

History of Kuwait from the evacuation of Hasa by the Egyptians
to the annexation of that province by the Turks, 1840-71.

During the 80 years that followed the withdrawal of the Egyptian
forces from Fastern Arabia, the political relations of Kuwait were mainly
with the Turkish province of 'Irag; but friendly intercourse was main=
tained with the representative of Britain in the Gulf, and there
were signs of increasing intimacy between the rulers of Kuwait and
Central Arabia. On the other hand the close conmection, founded on
kinship, between the " Utdb of Kuwait and Bahrain, which had been
suspended since about 1820, appeared, after a short revival in 1843-46, to
die a natural death.

During the greater part of this period Kuwait was ruled by Shaikh
Jabir, who died in or about 1859 and was succeeded by his son Shaikh
Subah. The Government of Shaikh Subah,—who in 1863 was described
as a fine, stout, hale old man, more than 80 years of age, rough in appear-
ance and manner but kind of heart,—was patriarchal ; and he sat daily
at the gate to superintend the affairs of his subjects. In the town of
Kuwait there was little interference by officials with the life of the people,
and punishments were seldom inflicted ; political authority was exercised
by the Shaikh, hut judicial power helonged to the Qadhi alone; there
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were no customs or other taxes, the revenue for publie purposes consisting
of about $20,000 a year which was voluntarily contributed by merchants
and others ; and religious foleration, extending even to Jews, was the rule,
Beyond the limits of the town the influence of the Shaikh reached
some 8 or 10 miles. Bedouins were not allowed to enter Kuwait armed,
Shaikh Subab, at his death in or about 1866, was succeeded by his eldest
son ’Abdullah.

The intervention of Shaikh Jabir of Kuwait in Balrain affairs,
occasioned by the struggle there between Shaikhbs *Abdullah and
Muhammad of the ruling Al Khalifah family, is deseribed at length in
the history of the Bahrain principality. Here it will be enough to racall
the facts that in August 1843 the Shaikh of Kuwait of his own motion,
but not withont the approval of the British authorities, visited Bahrain
and tried, in vain, to reconcile the rivals ; that in 1843 or 1844, at the
jmmipent rigk of a collision with Shaikh Muhammad of Bahrain, which
in fact was only averted by the intervention of the British authorities,
he attempted, unsuccessfully, to provision the ex-Shaikh ’Abdullah’s
fortress of Dammim, then invested by the Wahhabi forces on land and
blockaded by the fleet of Shaikh Muhammad at sea ; that in 1844, after
the fall of Dammim, he harboured for a short time the fugitive Shaikh
s pbdullah at his town of Kuwait; and, finally, that he allowed the ex-
Shailkh to remain at Kuwait from 1845 to 1846, during which period,
s partionlarly requested by the British Resident at Bishehr, he was
careful to restrain his guest from the commission of maritime irregulari-
ties. In 1809 Mubammad, an ex-Shaikh of Bahrain, was deported to
Kuwait, but he did not remain there long.

At the epoch now under consideration, the attitude of the Kuwait
Shaikh towards the Wahhibi power, hitherto that of  declared opponent
or at best of a nominal and unwilling feudatory, became decidedly less
antagonistic.  1n 1841 *Abdullahebin-Thanaiyin, a relative and competi-
tor of Khilid, the de facto Wahhabi Amir, took refuge at Kuwait, where
he stayed for a shorb time only ; but before the end of the same year, on
s Abdallah, who had meanwhile vetwrned to Central Arabia, obtaining
the upper hand, Khilid in his tem sought and found an asylum
at Kuwait. In 1868 friendly relations existed between the Shaikix of
Kuwait and Faisal-bin-Turki, who then ruled Najd, but no tribute was

aid by the former to the latter. Tn 1366, as we shall see farther on, the
wahhabi Amir ’Abdullab, who maintained an agent at Kuwait for
polibical purposes as his father too had done even so eatly as 1851, was
prf.‘l’f“‘e‘! to assist the Shaikh in a quarrel which ocenrred between the
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latter and the Turks ; and it may have Leen at this time that, as described
in the history of Najd, be passed near to Kuwait in returning from a
raid upon the trihes of Turkish *Iraq.

In 184] the Ka’ab Shaikh Thamir appears to have sought an
asylum at Kuwait for the second time, having heen expelled from his
hereditary possessions in ’Arabistin by the Persian Governor of that
provinee ; but he soon migrated to Basrah,

Oflicial intercourse Letween the British Resident in the Gulf and the
Shaikh of Kuwait appears to have been infrequent ; but personal velations
continned on an excellent footing. On his visit to Kuwaitin 1863
Colonel Pelly, the Resident, accompanied by Dr. Colvill, arrived at
Jahrah by Jand from Basrah on the 8td of March; the next day he was
conducted by Mubirak—a son of the ruler—to Kuwait, where he
spent a couple of days with Shaikh Subih ; on the il of March, under
artangements made by the Shaikh, Colonel Pelly left, Kuwait by sea for
Turkish territory ; and he passed two days, on the way there, in the
Khors adjoining Bubiyan Tsland.

Colonel Pelly's remarkable journey te
Riyadh in the spring of 1865 was begun at Kuwait, where he spent
several weeks, including one at Jahrah, in making his arrangements and
awaiting the permission of the Wahhibi Amir. The possible future of
Kuwait as  commercial port and as a meeting-place of sea-borne and
other trade, together with its suitability in certain eirenmstances for
the site of a British telegraph station or coal dépit, were clearly re-
alised by Colonel Pelly, who even remarked, with extraordinary pre-
science, that Khor *Abdullah might hereafter become the chief line of
approach by steamer to the commercial capital of Tuvkish Iriq, and that
its head might one day be connected by a railway with the Mediter-
ranean. By April 1866 the steamers of the British India Steam Navi-
gation Company had begun to call frequently at Kuwait; but their
visits were suspended soon after for political reasons which will presently
be explained.

The relations of other powers with Kuwait were less close however
than those, arising from contiguity, which were maintained by Turkey.
In 1847 the example of the Shaikh of Kuwait was quoted by the Shaikh
of Bahrain in justification of the latter’s own avowed intention of placing
himself, in certain conditions, “under the guardianship of the Porte.”
In 1863 Shaikh Subih assured the Resident that the rulers of Kuwait
had alwaye been tributary to the Turkish Government ; but it was ascer-
tained by Colonel Pelly, from another source, that the use of a distinctive
flag had at one time been practised by the Shaikh of Kuwait for some

”
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years together, and that it had only been diseontinued because trade
carried on under it did not meet at Bombay with treatment so favourable
as that under a recognised flag: the veason of discontinuance was
thus the samo as that which in 1847 inclined the Bahrain Shaikh also
to seek the protection of Turkey. In 1863 there was no mention of
tribute paid by Kuwaif to Turkey, but complimentary presents of dates
were sent to Kuwait by the Turks in token of their own suzerainty, and
as payment for the supposed protection by the Shaikh of the mouth of
Shatt-al-’ Arab.

In 1866 trouble arose out of the possession by Shaikh Subah of
Safiyeh, the estate on the Shatt-al’Araly alleged to have heen pur-
chased by Shaikh Jabir from a member of the Zubair family of Zubair
some 50 years earlier.®  This property was now sequestrated by a
arkish Qaim-Macam in consequence of a claim, raised by the Zuhair,
that the vendor had been owner of a share only and not of the whole of
safiyeh. At the same time Shaikh Subah was required to expel from
other lands, owned by him at Fio, some cultivators who bad immigrated
from Persian territory. The Turkish officials from the first showed a
strong prejudice in favour of the Zubair claimants ; and *Abdullali-bin-
Subih, who went to Basral as his father’s agent in the case, narrowly
escaped being thrown into jail there becanse he vefused to make payment,
on his own responsibility, of the value of seven years’ produce which the
Plﬂi!ltiifs were held by the Turkish authorities to be entitled to
receive.  Eventually, however, the dispute was settled by the Wali of
Baghdad in favour of the Shaikh of Kuwait. The proccedings of the
Turks in this case were regarded by the inhabitants of Knwait as in-
tended to bring them into collision with those of Zubaiv; but they were
prepal'Ed for a conflict; and the British Agent at Basrah, in reporting
phe matter, remarked that “rather than submit to a Turkish Govern-
ment at Kuwait the people to a man would abandon the place.” The
final order of the Wali, upholding the Kuwait Shaikh’s title to Sufiyel,
was perhaps due to a report ghat Shaikh Subih, with the object of
attacking Zubair if the deeision should go against him, had obtained
a promise of countenance and armed support from the Wabhabi Amir.

In 1866 Namiq Pasha, the Turkish Governor of Trig, ev

inced
intentions of converting the nominal suzerainty of the Porte

over Kuwait
into a real control ; the arrival of two Turkish corvettes from Constanti-
nople was Tooked for ; and it was apprehended by Colonel Kemball, the
British Resident at Baghdad, that * the prescriptive freedom of Kuwait »

* Vide page 1008 anfe,
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might shortly become a thing of the past. The visite of British
merchant steamers to Kuwait were regarded with extreme jealousy by
the Turkish authovities in *1rdq, and the latter appeaved to be eollect-
ing statistics to prove that the prosperity of Kuwait was injurious to
Basrah, The Shaikh of Kuwait, alarmed at the prospects raised,
begged that his town might not be made a port of eall by British
steamers ; and a suspension of the service was accordingly recommended
by Colonel Kemball,

SHAIKH ’ABDULLAL-BIN-SUBAN.
1566-92.

From the death of his father, probably in 1866, until his own demise
in 1892, Kuwait was ruled by *Aldullabi-bin-Subah.

Relations of Kuwait with the Porte, 1866-92.

During the whole period of his rule Shaikh *Abdullah appears to have
maintained very close relations with the Turks, and to have been an
obedient and even enthusiastic instrument of Turkish policy. In 1870
or 1871 he became the medium of overtures from ’Abdullah-bin-Faisal,
the displaced Wahhabi Amir, for the assistance of the Turks. In 1870
he supplied sea transport, to the amount of about 300 native vessels, for
the Turkish forces sent to conyuer Haga ; he accompanied the expedition
in person; and it was chiefly through his agency that the Shaikh of
Dohab in Qatar was persuaded to accept the Turkish flag.

When Mid-hat Pasha, Wali of Baghdad, went on a tour of inspection
to the new Hasa province at the end of the year, he balted on the way
for one day at Kuwait, where he was said to Lave installed” the
Shaikh. The investiture of the latter was probably with the rank of
Qaim-Magim on the part of the Turkish Government, which he
subsequently beld ; for, from language held by the Porte in 1901, it
appeared that the Turkish Government considered Kuwait to have been
annexed at the sume time as Hasa.

Relations of Kuwait with the Wahhabis, 1866-92,

At some time between 1872 and 1874 *Ahdullah-bin-Faisal, a claim-
ant of the Wahhabi Amirate whose attitude towards the Turks was
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somewhat uncertain, was apparently permitted by the Shaikh to reside in
the neighbourhood of Kuwait, In 1872, as related in the history of Najd,
the town of Kuwait was threatened by the Wahhabi Amir Sa’'ad ; but
the Shaikh, after drawing away his leading supporters, attacked him and
put him to fight, About 1854 the Shaikh of Kuwait ap)eared to favour
the cause of the Shammat Awir, who had then begun to commit aggres-
<ion on the Wahhabis.

Relations of Kuwait with Great Britain, 1866-99.

In the time of Shaikh *Abdullah direct relations with Kuwait do not
appear to have been cultivated by the British political authorities in the
Persian Gulf ; and the place was evidently regarded as under the
exclusive influence, if not the sovereignty, of the Porte. In 1876 the
Acting Political Resident, Colonel Prideaux, mentioned Kuwait along
with Qatif and ’Oqair, as a Turkish port on the Arabian side of the
Gulf. In 1888, in consequence of fears of an advance by the
Turks against *Oman, the British Ambassador at Constantinople wag
informed by Her Majesty’s Government that they admitted the existence
of Turkish jurisdiction on the Arabian coast as far south as Qatif and
were anxious that it should be effectively exercised within those limits,
but that beyond Qatif they considered the local chiefs to be independent :
no communication, however, in this sense was made to the Porte af
the time. The orders under which, as deseribed in the history of Husa,
British naval officers were authorised, in 1881, to take measures even in
fPurkish territorial waters for the suppression of piracy were doubtless
intended to apply to the littoral of Kuwait as well as to that of Hasa and
Qatar.

Relations of Kuwait with Arab states and tribes, 1866-92,

In 1869 the ex-Shaikh Mubammad of Bahrain was deported to
Kuwait; but he did not remain there long. In 1§83 Mubirak, a
younger balf-brother of the Shaikh of Kuwait, paid a friendly visit to
Bahrain, where he was warmly welcomed and hospitably treated and
received many presents at his departure, Before this Mubérak had been
occasionally employed by the Turks upon diplomatic errands, and the fact
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caused his proceedings in Bahrain to be watched with attention ; but it
did not appear that his journey in this instance had any political motive.

In Mavch 1892 an attack was made on the marauding Bani Hajir,
probably in Hasa, by a relative of the Shaikh of Kuwait, who killed four
of them and carried off & number of their camels and sheep ; and some-
what later the Bani Hajiv vetaliated by swrprising a Kuwait boat af
night and killing two of the crew,

SHAIKH MUHAMMAD-BIN-SUBAH.
1892-96.

Internal history of Kuwait, and relations with the Turks,
1892-96.

Shaikh ’Abdullah was succeeded by his full Lrother Muhammad,
whose Shaikhship was short and, except for the manner of its ending,
uneventful.

Shaikh Muhammad was before long invited by the Turks to co-operate
in restoring order in Hasa, where in 1892 serious troubles had broken
out; and in March 1893 Mubarak-bin-Subah arrived in Hasa for this
purpose with a large force of Bedonins, having marched all the way by
land from Kuwait.

In May 1896 Shaikh Muhammad, along with his full brother Jarrah,
was assassinated in the interests of his half-brother Mubarak ; Muham-
mad, it was said, fell by the hand of Mubarak himself, while Jarrik wae
killed by another of the family, assicted by a man of the 'Ajman tribe,
It is not eclear whether this event was due {o public or domes-
tic differences, or whether it was prompted solely by greed and
ambition on the part of Mubirak, According to one account Shaikh
Mubammad was generally unpopular as a raler; and this much at least
is certain, that the Kuwait public showed no signs of disapproval.

British relations with Kuwait, 1892-96.

During the short period of Mubammad’s rule British relations with
Kuwait were still in abeyance, and there was no sign as yet of any
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change in the views of the British Government regarding the political
position of Knwait. In  April 1893 Sir C. Ford, the British
Ambassador at Constantinople, stated officially to the Turkish
Minister for Foreign Affairs that Her Majesty's Government admitted
the existence of Turkish sovercignty along the coast from Basrah to
Qatif. In 1890, however, a piracy was committed in the Shatt-al-’Aral)
on the ¢ Haripasa,” a British-protected vessel ; and, partly from the
proceedings to which this case gave risc,_ but not before the death of
Shaikh Muhammad, there arose a doubt in the mind of the British
authorities as to the nature of the connection between the Shaikh of
Kuwait and the Turkish Government.

SHAIKH MUBARAK-BIN-SUBAH,
from 1596.

General history of Kuwait from the accession of Shaikh Mubarak to
the Exclusive Agreement with Britain, 1896-99,

PDuring the first three years of his reign the position of Shaikh
Mubarals, in danger as he was of revenge from members of his own family
d without external support, seemed very precavious,

The sons of the murdered Shaikh Muhammad and his brother

an
Jarrah
removed, after Temaining a short time at Kuwaif, to Turkish “Irig,
where their cause was warmly taken up by their maternal velation %
Yn:;uf-bin-'r\hdulluh {generally known as Yasul Bin-lhrahim) of Dorah
on the lower Shatt-al-’Aral, wealthy merchant and landholder of the
Basrah Wiliyat
Basrah and even Ibn-Rashid, the Amir of Jabal Shammar, in the cage

LEfforts were made by Yisuf to interest the Wali of

of the young men, and no means of harassing Shaikh Mubirak was
neglected.  On the 30th of June 1897 a boat expedition, organised by
Yasuf on the coast of the Hindiyan district in Persia, appeared off

T % The relationship was rather complioated, *AN-bin-Jahir, who was the yuung;‘t
prother of Bhaikh Subih of Kuwait, married the youngest daughter of *Ali-bin.
Muhanmed-bin-Tbrihim, and had by her three daughters, of whom the eldest married
ghaikh Mubammad and becamo the mother of his sons Subih, Sa’nd, Khalid and
sadhbi, while the second married Jarrh and bore o son Hamid and a daughter who
married ber own first cousin Bubh-tin-Mnbammad. An elder duvghter of *Ali-bin.
Mubammad-bin-Ibrghim mwarried *Abdullah, 2 fireb consin of hor awn father, and
pecame the mother of Yusuf.
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Kuwait ; bub it retived, as the place was found in a state of defence,
without firing a shot. Possibly at the instigation of Yisuf, the inhab-
itants of the Turkish froutier town of Zubair petitioned the Porte
for the removal of Mubarak from Kuwait; and one of the sons of the
late  Shaikh Muhammad wmade overtures to the British political
authorities, offering to accept British protection if hLis bivthrieht was
testored Lo him through their influence, In August 1897 Yusuf was in
Babrain, having perhaps been obliged by the Turks to leave *Iraq in con-
sequence of Lis escapade at Kuwait, and solicited the good offices of the
British Government ; but he was told that no support could be given
him against the Shaikh of Kuwait. Meanwhile Shaikh Mubarak had
proposed that the question between his nephews and himself should be
referred to the arbitration of the Shaikh of Babrain ; Lut, partly through
the unwillingness of the Shaikh of Bahrain to act as arbitrabor, this sug-
estion, to which the Government of India were ready to agree, came to
nothing,  During 1897 and 1898 it was frequently reported that an
attack on Kuwait by the Shaikh’s nephews was impending; but
Mubarak, with great steadiness, professed his ability to repulse any
attempt that might be made,

The attitude of the Turks towards Shaikh Mubarak was for acon-
siderable time one of neutvality. His usurpation of the Shaikhship had
Leen vepresented to the Porte by ilamdi Pasha, then Wali of Basral for
the first time, as a favourable opportunity for establishing close Turkish
control over Kuwait ; and, though Mubarak on his accession had pro-
fossed loyalty to the Sultan and even hoisted the Turkish flag, as was
observed by the officer commanding H.M.S, “Sphinx” at a
visit to Kuwait in July 1896, his fate, as regarded Turkish recognition,
remained for long in suspense, On one side were ranged the influence
of the Shaikh’s nephiews and of their relations and the political eonsidera-
tions urged by the Wali of Basrali; on the other were the bribes
lnvished by Shaikh Mubirak on Rajab Pasha, Mushir of the Baghdad
Army Corps, on the Shaikh-ul-Islim and Shaikh 'Abul Huda at Con-
stantinople, and on others ; and these last in the end prevailed. Mean-
while, however, the Wali’s policy of administrative absorption was not
altogether rejected ; and in February 1897, in anticipation of a resolution
passed in that year by the Board of Health at Constantinople, a Turkish
quarantine official arrived at Kuwait and took up his vesidence there,
& labre provisoire, without any protest, so far as is known, on the part
of the Shaikh. At length, in December 1897, Mubsin Pasha, who bad
replaced Hamdi Pasha as Wali of Basrah, was informed by telegram of
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the appointment of Shaikh Mubarak by Tmyperial Iradé to the Qaim-
Magamship of Kuwait ; the Shaikh’s name began to appear in the
official almanac of the Wiliyat, and his corvespondence with Basrah to
e carried on, under that style; and an annuoal allowance of 150 Karahs
of dates was assigned to him, which was subsequently, it would seem,
commuted into a cash salary of about £300 a year,

Besides the constant danger from his own relations, Shaikh
Mubérak bad before long to face a wide but ineffectual eombination
contrived by Yusuf Bin-Ibrahim of Dorah during his visit to
Babrain in the summer of 1807. In September of that year it was
reported that Jasim-bin-Mubammad, the Al Thani Shaikh of Dobal
in Qatar, was making preparations for an attack on Kuwait by land and
sea in conjunction with the Shaikh's nephews, and was endea.vnnriug
to draw Tbn-Rashid into the scheme and to detach the ‘Ajmin tribe
from Shaikh Mubarak. In the Leginning of November thie attack,
though discountenanced by the Turks, seemed to be on the point of
sxecution ; but eventually it did not take place. On the other hand
the Shaikh of Kuwait inflicted some loss on the Bani Hajir tribe,
who were among the adherents of the Shaikh of Dahal; and early
in 1898 a small rising against the Turks took place at Dohah, which
was attributed to a belief that the attack by the Kuwait Shaikh on the
Bani Hajir had been instigated by the Turlish authorities,

In November 1898 the Naqib of Basrah was sent by the Turke to
arrange a settlement between the two Shaikhs; but his mission wag a
failure.

By these and other events the attention of the British Government
was gradually attracted to Kuwait ; and an vpinion began to gain ground
among British otiicials that the connection of the Turkish Government
with Kuwait was less close than, in recent times, had generally been
5uppU56‘1- An absurd ramour which obtained currency in Palace cireles
at Constantinople in 1896, that the murder of his brothers by Mubarak
had been instigated by the British Resident in the Persian Gulf, leq
to enquiries being made by the British Embassy in the Turkich capital ;
and these showed that there were persons, even there, who asserted
Kuwait to be entirely independent of the Porte. At the end of 1896,
the case of the “Haripasa” piracy Leing then under consideration,
it was suggested that the Shaikh of Kuwait, for reasons described
in the history of Turkish “Irig, should be held accountable; but this
prolluml did not commend itself to the British Ambassador at
Coustantinople. 8ir P. Currie thought that the Shaikh of Kuwait,
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while he acknowledged the suzerainty of the Porte, was in reality an
independent potentate and only nominally subject to the Sultan; but
the Government of India, considering that for practical reasons such
a view was to bea voided, were inclined, early in 1897, to advise that
the responsibility for the actions of the Shaikh should be fixed upon
the Turkish Government. At length, in consequence of information
supplied at Constantinople in March 1897 by Captain Whyte, who had
shortly before been Assistant Political Agent at Basrah, Sir P. Currie
enquired the view of Her Majesty’s Government regarding Turkish
authority at Kuwait. IHe was informed in reply that Her Majesty’s
Government had never admitted Kuwait to be under the protection of
the Turkish Government, but that the existence of Turkish influence
would probably be difficult or impossible to deny,

No remonstrances on the crime by which he had attained the chiefship
were ever addressed Lo Shaikh Mubdrak by the British Political Resident
in the Persian Gulf ; but the Shaikh in July 1896, when his port was
visited by H.M.8.  “Sphinx,” showed evident signs of alarm,
declined to vikit the ship, and made evasive replies to questions about
his use of the Turkigh flag. The impresgion formed by Commander
Baker on this visit was that Kuwait, in theory an independent
principality, had fallen greatly under Turkish influence, especially
since the accession of Mubarak, Matters remained unchanged until
February 1897, the month in which the Turks sent a sanitary official
to Kuwait, when Shaikh Mubirak suddenly requested an inter-
view with Colonel Wilson, the Political Resident, or with an agent
deputed by him. In view of the ramours that had prevailed at Constanti-
nople a few months previougly concerning British interference at
Kuwait the matter was referred to Her Majosty’s Government, who
replied that the interview might be granted, subject to the discretion of
the Political Resident ; and shortly afterwards it became known that the
object of Shaikh Mubarak was to ask for British protection. Mean-
while the © Haripasa” piracy case had been proceeding ; and
at the beginning of May, under instructions from Her Majesty’s
Government, the Resident in the Gulf was directed to warn the
Shaikh of Kuwait, when he should meet him, that his responsibility
would be enforced if his subjects were not restrained in the future from
committing attacks upon British Baghlahs : this order was the first
sign of a changed view of the political position of the Shaikh
of Kuwait on the part of Her Majesty's Government. Towards
the middle of July, or about three weeks after the attack attempted
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by Yisuf of Dorah on Kuwait, no interview having as yet taken place
between the Resident and Bhailkh Mubarak, it became known that )
delegate from the Shaikh had arrived in Bahrain and was on his way
to visit the Resident, Colonel Meade, at Bushebr; bus, on hearing:
that Yasuf of Dorah was also expected in Bahrain, this individual
returned to Kuwait without accomplishing his mission. Meanwhile
another ease of pirey occurred in the vicinity of Kuwait,

In August Mubarak represented that he had no one sntheiently
intelligent to send as a reprosentative to Bushehr and asked that a dele-
oate from the Residency to whom he could explain his views might
he sent to visit him. In accordance with his wish Mr. J. C. Gaskin,
Extra Assistant to the Resident, was deputed to Kuwait in the R.I.M.8.
« Luawrence,” and arrived there on the dth of September 1897,  Shaikh
Mubirak, whose negotiations for recognition by the Porte were still
pending, declined to go an hoard the “Lawrence”” lest Ly doing s0 he
should give offence to the Turkish authorities; and twa iutel'vi(-;ws, at
both of which Captain Hewett of the “ Lawrence ” was present, took
place on shore.  As vegards piracy at. the mouth of the Shatt-al-’ Aral),
the Shaikh denied that subjects of Kuwait had ever engaged in piracy, but
he admitted that some of the inhabitants of his estates on the banks o
the river, over whom he had no control, might be guilty ; he had, he said,
offered to police the viver mouth, but the Turks had declined to allow him,
to do so, and Kuwait bLoats were now unable to visit the Shatt-al-
2 Arab unless in twos and threes for mutual protection 5 to the best of hig
ability, however, e would co-operate with the British Government for
the suppression of piracy.  With reference to bis own overtures, which it
was the principal object of Mr, Gaskin’s visit to investigate, Shaikh
Mubirak stated that he and hLis peaple, in order to prevent the annexation
of Kuwait by the Turks, who had shown themselves grasping and unye.
liable, desived to be taken under British protection in the same mannex
as the Shaikh of Bahrain and the Shaikhs of Trucial ’Oman ; and he
Pronﬁsed that, if this were done, he would assist the British Govcrnmcut.
with all the force at his command in maintaining law and order in hig
part of the Gulf,

The request of tho: Shaikh was at once reported to Her Majesty’s
Government, A\vho replied that they were not disposed to bring l&uwua.it
under protection or to interfere more than was necessary for :’he main-
tenance of the general p::ace in the Persian Gulf, A few days later,
on the 20th of October, in consequence of a report that g Turkish gunj
boat was about to leave Basrah for Kuwait, the question was again raised
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by the Government of India, who mentioned that Kuwait appeared to be
a centre of piracy ¥ and an emporium of the slave trade, and enguired
whether, in these civeumstances, a wmodification of poliey might not
be desirable; but the Secretary of State for India adhered to his
original instruetions, adding that there was nothing in the political
situation of Kuwait to hamper naval officers in bringing home to the
Shaikh his responsibility for piratieal acts,

In November 1897, when an attack on Kuwaif by Shaikh Jasim of
Qatar and Yasuf of Dorah was believed to be imminent, H,M.8
“ Pigeon ™ was sent to Kuwait to watch events, the commander being
inst.r.ucted not to interfere unless British interests were directly menaced ;
and Shaikh Mubarak seized the opportunity to repeat his request for
British protection.

At length, in 1898, circumstances arose which compelled the British
Gavernment to consider measures for the exclusion of foreign influence
from Kuwait. There was reason to think that the Russian Government
wished to establish a coaling station at that place ; and attempts were
Leing made to obtain from the Porte a concession in favour of Count
Kapnist, a Russian subject, for the construction ‘of a railway from the
Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf, a scheme which, in the absence of any
arrangement, between the British Government and the Shaikh, might end
in the ereation of Russian territorial rights at Kuwait. At the same time,
notwithstanding the recent recognition of Shaikh Mubirak as Qaime
Maqgiam, tension of which the causes were not evident appeared to exist
hetween the Shaikh and the Turkish authorities ; the appointment of a
Turkish  Commission to investigate complaints against the Shaikh was
reported ; and rumoms began to circulate of the possible despateh of a
Turkigh force from Basrah by sea to Kuwait .

The Exclusive Agreement with Britain, 23rd January 1899.

Tu January 1899, with a view to forestalling Russian action, it was
decided by Her Majesty's Government that an engagement on the model
of the Agreement of 20th March 189] by the Sultin of *Oman should
bLe obtained from the Shaikh of Kuwait, binding him and his successors
* The correctness of this allegation secms toml;-d;ubtf;ivthm r;m_y have been some

confusion between Kuwait and the Shaikl's estates in Turkish Tran. At no time
before ar sinco have thera been complnints of piracy hy inhabitants of Kuwait

TP ST
*#The fext of both Agreement an
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not to alienate any portiou of bis tervitory to forcigners withant the
consent of the British Government ; and it was hoped that, in this
manner, the necessity of taking overt steps towards the establishment of
a British protectorate would be avoided. The consideration to be offered
the Shaikh was a single payment of £5,000 or less, or an annual subsidy
not exceeding £200.

Under these orders Colonel Meade, the Resident in the Persian Gulf,
pmugeﬂed in the .LM.8. “ Tawrence ” to Knwait, where hé arrived on
the 21st of January 1899 ; the Turkish corvette “ Znhat ”” was then in the
harbour, but she left on the following day. On the 28rd of January the
desired Agreement was signed by Shaikh Mubarak, wha in it pledged
himself, his heirs and bis successors not to receive the agent or representa-
tive of any foreign power or government at Kuwait, or at any other
place within the limits of his territory, without the previous! sanction
of the British Government; and not to cede, sell, lease, mortgage or
wive for occupation, or for any other purpose, any portion of his
Terl‘ifﬂ‘f}‘ to the government or subjects of any other power without the
t of the British Government  This lagt obligation
was to extend to any portion of the Shaikh’s territory which
might at the time he in the possession of the subjects of any other
Hamiid and Jibir, the brothers of Mul:

previous con

gov-
ernment. ak, were present ot
the signature of the Aoreement, hnt they vefused to attest it a8 they dis-
ﬂPP"""cd of ite tevms ; the Bhaikh, however, assured Colonel Meade that,
the coneurrence of his brothers was not necessary to malke the Agreement,
binding on his successors.

A letter was then given to the Shaikh by Colonel Meade, in which,
on behalf [of the British Government, he assuved the Shaikh,
and his successors of the good offices of the British Governme
as they en their part shonld continne to obser
Agrecment, In this document the secret character of the Agreement was
emphasized, and payment was promised of a sum of Rs, 15,000 which
had been fixed as the consideration for its execution ¥

1t was subsequently explained by Colonel Meade that the condition
against the reception of foreign representatives .
hecanse Shaikh Mubirak stated that advances Lad heen
French, and that the reference to territory
foreign subjects was intended, primarily,

house property owned by Turkish subjects

his heirs

nt, so long
ve the obligations of the

as inserted by him
made to him Ly the
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to guard against the transfer of
at Kuwait to Russians or others,
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Her Majesty’s Government, on the proceedings being reported fo
them, approved the action of the Resident and authorised ratification of
the Agreement, notwithstanding that it went beyond what they had in-
tended ; and it was accordingly ratified on the 16th of February, A hope
was also held out to Shaikh Mubirak, under the orders of the Seeretary of
State, that the British anthorities would do what they eould to protect hie
interests and those of his brothers in the matter of their estates at Fao,
a shave in which was claimed by the nephews in Turkish territory. Of
the sum of £1,000 paid to Shaikh Mubirak half was contributed by the
Home Government and half was charged to Indian revenues,
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Basrah and other Turkish ports which had hitherto passed altogether
free. On the 2nd of September a Turkish harbour-master, with five
soldiers, arrived to take charge of the port of Kuwait; but the Shaikh
declined to receive him, and he was obliged to return to Basrah the next
day ; instructions, however, reached Basrah from Constantinople that
the matter should not be dropped. Next it was reported that the
Turks intended to establish a customs house at Kuwait and to connect
Fao with Qatif by a telegraph throngh Kuwait, and that the Turkish
military authorities were demanding forcible action against Kuwait,

In consequence of these indications of a forward Turkish poliey, a

. Warning
warning was in September 1899 conveyed to the Porte by the British :’3;“6 Bii-
Ambassador at Constantinople under the instructions of Her Majesty’s nlxient ;;:. ilr;:
General history of Euwait from the Exclusive Agreement to the Government : it was to the effect that the British Government, while fef];ﬁ;i"s{m

appointment of a British Political Agent at Euwait, 1899-1904.

they entertained no designe on Kuwait, had friendly relations with the
Shaikh; and that, if any attempt were made to establish Turlish
authority or customs eontrol at Kuwait without Pprevious agreement with

Attempls

phampls The next few months witnessed strenuous efforts by the Turkish anthor- Hler Majesty’s Government, a very inconvenient and disagreeable
¥ Turkey to !
asgert

ities at Bastah, possibly due to their having become aware of the Shaikh’s qumsf-l'n" would be raised. The Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs
"K“‘:&?“ié“gu‘s" Agreement with Britain, to assert themselves at Kuwait ; Shaikh in reply gave assnrances that the reception of a  harbour-master
resitance of  Mubarak on his part showed a new intractability in his dealings with the by the Shaikh would not be pressed any further; that there was

préposé there, an ordinary Arab, to the landing of the Resident’s party
from the © Lawrence, '’ as being a breach of the Turkish sanitary regula-
tions. They were disregarded, and a protest by the Turkish Government
followed, but bad no vesult. In February 1899 a movement against
Kuwait by sea was apprehended on the part of the Turks, and the
question of protective measure was cousiderel by Her Majesty’s
Government, who decided that in case of need a serious warning should
be addressed to the Porte, and that until this had been done no forcible
action should be taken by British ships, In March the state of affaits
seemed so eritical that the Government of India caused TI.M.S.
“Lapwing” to be stationed for a time in the neighbourhood of
Kuwait, and the employment of a secret newswriter at Kuwait was

Shailh Mubarak had undoubtedly applied through the Shaikh of the Shaikh
sanctioned. In the same month, the Russian gun-vessel “Gilyak” Muhammareh to be taken under the protection of Persia ; but this move gl?;bsmm'
called at Kuwait, and the Russian Coneul from Baghdad, who was which the Shaikh took no pains to conceal, was perhaps contrived by hi.n; 1899, "
on board, had an ordinary interview with the Shaikh., Tn May Shaikh merely to test the degree of interest taken by the British Government in
Mubarak, who now appeared anxious to precipitate matters with the Kuwait. His advances were rejected by the Shah,

Turks, established regular customs at Kuwait and hegan to realise an i ar y .
B s gy inclfﬂing i o » ]ﬁ}i:::lllliecx::;:;lz él:ll taken precautions, by means of intrigues Change o

a s e more dangerous vesults of hig uncompromis- ;;;I‘;it 189

'y 40 .

f‘j‘:‘“ﬂ‘:‘kh Turks ; and a rather strained situation arose. On the occasion of Colonel no intention of establishing an Ottoman custom house at Knwait ; and
Bephsichst Meade’s visit to Kuwait ohjections were made by the Turkish sanitary that no military expedition against Kuwait was contemplated, for,
s

though operations had been proposed by the Wali, the Sultan had withheld
hig sanction. Later it was represented to the British Amlassador that
his language had greatly disturbed the Sultan, who regarded it as indi-
cative of a desire on the part of the British Government to interfare
with Turkish liberty of action in Turkish territory ; but 8ir N, 0’Coner
while avoiding the direct issue—that of the dependence of,
Euwait on Turkey—reiterated the warning alread ¥ given; and the
matter was dropped for a time. The Wali of Basrah also was cantioned
through the local British Consul, not to take hostile action ags.in-s;
K uwait,

In the following month, Oectober 1899, it was ascertained thag
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ing policy towards Turkey ; and, acting in concert with the Nagib of
Basrah, he succeeded in procuring the removal of Hamdi Pasha, the Wali
of the day, an honest but unpopular official, and the appointment in
his place in autumn 1899 of Mubsin Pasha, a military officer, who was
prepared to represent Kuwait affaive to the Porte in a new light.
One of the chief dangers which Shaikh Mubarak had at this time
to avoid was amest while making an official visit to Basmah in
person,—a mark of submission on which the Turkish Government
strongly insisted.  Muhein Pasha played his part well; and not
only were no farther encroachments on the Shaikh’s independence
attempted by the Turks for more than a year and a half, but, as
we shall presently see, Mubirak safely paid the required visit to
Turkish territory, received a Turkish official decoration from the
8ultan, and was enabled to harass with impunity the Turkish vassal Ibn-
Rachid of Najd, and even to invade and temporatily ccoupy a part of his
principality,

Before these oceurrences, however, a German Commission visited
Kuwait in search of a suitable terminus for the projected Baghdad Rail-
way; it was headed by Hem Stemrich, the German Consul-General at
Constantinople ; and, but for the Agreement of 1599, concluded chiefly in
view of a similar Russian project, and a warning vonveyed to the Shailh
by the Commander of H.M.S. “ Melpomene * that he should make
no arrungement with the Commission without the approval of the Goy-
ernment of India, the incident might have had results prejudicial to the
position of Great Britain in the Persian Gulf. From Mubarak’s
account of his interview with the Commission, which took place at
Kuwait on the 19th of January 1900, corroborated as it was by a subse-
quent report of the Commission itself, it seems that the Shaikh expressed
himself unfavourably as regards the establishment of a railway terminus
within his jurisdiction, and that he made it clear to the members of
the Commission that the real control of the country rested with
himself and not with the Sultan of Turkey. The Commission apparently
tried to open negotiations with him for the sale of Kadhamah at the
head of Kuwait bay and for the lease of the lands surrounding
Kawaikib and Ghadhai,—a scheme involving the acquisition in
all of a plob of about 20 square miles; but their intentions were
frustrated by Mubarak’s strict observance of his obligations to the
British Government, in which he was probably fortified by a doubt of
the good faith of the Commission, and by a suspicion that their proposals
might be a skilfully disguised movement on the part of the Turks. Al
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Basrah the head of the Commission had given out that it was the
intention of the promoters of the railway to deal with Turkey direct and
to ignore the ShaiklL of Kuwait.

These proceedings of the Baghdad Railway Commission made it
necessary that the views of Britania in regard to Kuwait should be stated
clearly to the Porte and the German Government, Accordingly, on the
15th April 1800, His Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador at Con stantinople,
in the course of an interview with the Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs,
insisted on the fact that, athough the British Government did not wish to
interfere with the Sultin’s anthority in the Persian Gulf, still they were
desirous of maintaining the status guo, and could not view with indifference
any action which would alter it or give to another power rights or privileges
over territory belonging to the Shaikh of Kuwait. On the same day Sir
N. O’Conor saw the German Ambassador, and, in order that no doubt
ghould remain in his mind, placed before him in explicit terms the British
pegit,ion with reference to Kuwait, making it clear that the Shaikh was
not at liberty to cede or in any way to alienate to the Baghdad Railway
Company either Kadhamah or any part of his territory, without the
consent of Her Majesty’s Government.

We may now resume the main thread of our narrative. In the
gummer of 1900 there began a series of movements which led, first, to a
remar‘lmhle inoursion by Mubarak into the very heart of Central Arabia,
and eventually to the restoration of the Wahhibi dynasty in Southern
Najd. Sinee 1897, "Abdur Ralman Thi8a'nd, the rival in Najd of
» Abdur ’Aziz Ibn-Rashid, had been residing at Kuwait as a pensioner of
the Shaikh,—a circumstance in itself sufficient o predispose Thn-
Rashid to enmity againet Mubarak. The natural resentment of the
ghammar Amir against the harbourer of his enemy had doubtless been
jnflamed by Mubarak’s fugitive nephews and Yasuf of Dorah, who early
sought Tbn-Rashid’s assistance and by 1900 appeared to have become his
permm!cnt clients, How exactly hostilities in the interior commenced is
ancertain ; this much is known, that Ibn-Sa’id departed from Kuwaly
in August 1900 and in the following month, having achieved sume
substantial successes, appealed to his protector Mubérak for reinforce-
ments. About the same time or a little later, from his haunt on the
Teuphrutes, Ba’din Pasha, a Muntafik outlaw of Turkish *Iriq, raided
some of the neaver tribes dependent on Tbn-Rashid; and indications
were not wanting of his having acted, in this matter, in collusion with
the Shaikh of Kuwait. Shaikh Mubarak himeelf was absent from his
capiﬂl while the French Government vessel “ Drome ”’ was at Kuwait
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from the 14th to the 16th of October ; and at the end of the month,
when Colonel Kemball, the British Resident in the Persian Gulf, called
at Kuwait with orders to impress on the Shaikh the advisability of
abstaining from action that might afford a pretest for Turkish inter-
ference, Mubdrak was still invisible. Tn the light of what followed it 18
not mmreasonable to conclude that at the time he was aclively employed
in the desert in forwarding the intevests of his protégé Thn-Sa’ad

At the end of Qetober 1800 Thn-Tlashid appeared at Samawah on the
Tuphrates with a large following ; Le demanded of the Turkish Gov-
ernment redress for the injuries inflicted on his subjects by Sa’din,
satisfaction from the Sbaikh of Kuwait, and justice for the nephews of
the latter ; and he threatened to attack Kuwait if his requests were not
conceded, Meanwhile Shailh Mubirak had effected a junction with
Sa’din, and an armed collision between the allies and Tbn-Rashid
appeared to be imminent, when the Turks suddenly intervened with
marked success. Through the influence of Saiyid Ahmad and Saiyid
Talib, sons of the Nagib of Basrah, Ibn Rashid was persuaded to
return home and Shaikh Mubarak to meet the Wali of Basrah at
Rafidhiyah, a eountry honse of the Nagib near Zubair; while Sa’dim,
hy other means, was induced to vanish temporarily from the scene
On the 17th of November Mubirak with the Wali,
his friend Muhsin Pasha, to Basrah, where he passed the following
day, received the order of the Mejidieh of the second class,
and promised to abstain  from relations with ¢ foreign powers;”
and by the 24th of the month he had returned in safety to Kuwait.
The Turkish demand for an official visit by the Shaikh had thus
been satisfied and a decided triumph achieved by Mubsin Pasha, who,
besides averting a serious erisis, had successlully asserted the anthority
of the Porte over two of the principal chiefs in Arabia.

eame in

But the arrangement thus concluded was a hollow one, for the
Shaikh’s submission was feigned, and he was in reality on the
point of adopting an audacious and independent poliey. Tbn-Rashid
was now harrying the Bedouin adherents of Kuwait in the Dahdnah
and Summén deserts ; and, on the 18th of December 1900, Mubirak,
after that he could not abstain from hostilities while
Yusuf of Dorah was harboured by Ibn-Rashid, placed himself at
the head of his forces and marched on Hafar, where the enemy was
supposed to be encamped, The Kuwait force was composed mainly of
'Awizim, Rashiidah, Mutair, *Ajman, Bani Hajir and Bani Khilid
but it included also a number, estimated at 1,000, of

announcing

Bedouins ;

inc
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Kuwait townsmen and  refugees from Najd. At the beginning of
Jebruary 1901 the Shaikh was compelled, Ly the defection of some of his
Mutair allies, to fall back into the neighbourhood of Kuwait ; but the
check was of short duration, Tle had lefore this been informed by
letter of the desire of the British Government that he should abstain
from compromising displays of activity ; and, as lLe had disregarded
the adviee, it was thought inexpedient to repeat it.

T'he aceount of his
subsequent Central Arabian expedition will be found in the history of
Najd. At the oulset it was a brilliant success : Qasim was occul;ied;
the son of Ibn-Sa’ad was appointed titular governor of Riyadh ; some
members of the family of Ihn-Rashid entered into negotiations with the
¢riumphant invader ; and Mubarak strengtlened his position among  bis
Bedouin adherents by espousing a daughter of Sultﬁn-mLDa\vish, a
leading chicf of the Mutair. A severe engagement, Lowever, which
ook place on the 17th of March at Sarif, about 20 miles north-east of
‘Buraidah in Qasim, though it was attended by heavy loss on Loth sides,
go altered the aspect of affaivs that Shaikh Mubarak was obliged to beat
o hasty retreat from Najd.

Muel anxiety prevailed in Kuwait and
yumours that the Shaikh Limself was among the slain had obtained
currency there, when, on the 31st ol March, he regained his capital safe
and unwounded, followed at an interval of four days by Tbn-Sa’ad and
gardan. The dispersed  Kuwaitun army  straggled home in small
detachments during the following month ; but there were at least 50 *
who mnever returned, among them the Shaikh’s brother Hamad with
his son Subih and the Shaikh’s nephew Khalifah, all of whom fell i,
the pattle of the 17th March.

The seriousness of the situation created by this adventure
selely brought home 1o the Shaikh,

was
o Lt seemed to be the intention of
ghe Turkish Government to make the Mushir of Baghdad their agent
i investigating the affair from their side,—a measure which would
have deprived Shaikh Mubarak of the benehit of his understanding with
M’uhﬁi“ Pasha and might even have brought that official himself nto
trouble ; but, for (he time Leing, the negotiations remained in the hands
of the Wali. Mubsin Pisha was the guest of the Shaikh at Kuwait,
from the 18th to the 23wd of May 1901, and Le tock advantage
ar Mubiral’s dejection and alarm to press on him the aceeptance of 3
Tuykish military garrison at Kuwait. The Shailch, however, while he
visitor with vespect and courtesy and even accompanied him

+ Possibly the loss was greater than 50. 7Lum1 lradu;un-;dwu.di: Tii d_; in 1007 tha
s than 700 townsmen of Kuwait foll, of whom 150 were pnlt u;‘ dlvz:t,h :11; :‘E?.zufzﬁh
3
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as far as Fao on his return voyage to Basrah, relained firmness cnough

to concede nothing ; but he felt a greater need of support after the

insidious attempt just made to beguile him into survendering his indepen-

denee ; and on the 25th of May, through the commander of H, M. S.
“ Sphinx,” he approached the British Political Resident in the Persian Gulf
with a request that the Byitish Government would assume a permanent
protectorate over Kuwait as soon as possible. Meanwhile, it is certain,
he had also held communieation with the Russian Consul-General
at Baghdad, The declaration of & British protectorate over Kuwait,
involving as it must large international questions and responsibility in
tuture for controlling the actions of the Shaikh, did not recommend
itsell to His Majesty’s Government ; and at the end of June the proposal
was rejected, Overtures for British proteotion received from Ibn-Rashid
about the same time were similarly repelled,

Inoident at While the Shailh of Kuwait’s request was still under discussion the
ﬁ:l:;,‘éegzgt attitude of the Turks grew menacing. A considerahle military force,

});rli::i?and of which the destination was at the time believed to be Kuwait, was
Turkey to assembling on the Euphrates; and the Sultan of Turkey, under the
waimtain M influence of the German and Russin Embassies at Constantinople,

E’S’:ﬁm‘;"::" was urging  the W

1901 establishment. at Kuwait, by pacific means, of a custom house and

of Basrah by telegram to arrange for the

telegraph  office, as tangible proofs of Ottoman authority. To
meet these dangers the commander of the British gunboat ¢ Persens,”
then at Kuwail, was authorised under instructions from His
Majesty’s Government to prevent, by force if necessary, the landing
of Turkish troops ; and Colonel Kemball, the Political Resident, who
visited Kuwait for the purpose, gave Shaikh Mubirak a qualified
assurance of support, conditional on his continuing to observe the Agree-
ment of 1899, On the 24th of Aupust 1901 the Turkish sloop-of-war
“ Zubal,” heavily laden with stores, entered Kuwait harbour, where the
“Perreus ' was already lying; and the Turkish commander was
immediately warned by the commander of the * Perscus” of the
order againsy the landing of Twkish troops, On the 25th of August
the Turkish officer bad an interview with the Shaikh, at which
he tried in vain to obtain from him an admission of Ottoman
sovereignty ; he then left for Fao, threatening the Shaikh with future
punishment, Protests against the action of the ©Perseus” were soon
received in London from the German and Turkish Ambassadors ; in that
presented by Turkey the British Agreement of 1899 was declared to be
invalid, as haviug been made with a Turkish official. The British reply
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was, in both cases, that His Majesty’s Govermment had no desive to
disturb the sfafus guo at Kuwait; and, on the 9th of September, the
controversy between the British Government and the Porte regarding
Kuwait was closed, to all appearance, by a mutual engagement to respect
the stalus que.

While the discussions just deseribed were proceeding in  Europe
Thn-Rashid was uot inactive. At the end of September 1901 his partisans
raided a camp of the Rashaidah not far from Jahrah ; and, though
eventually driven off, they succeeded in carrying away a considerable
Looty and killed several men of u Kuwait force which was sent against
theni. The Bedouin inhabitants of the whole country-side then flocked
into the neighbourlivod of Kuwait town for protection, and a huge
camp Wis formed, econtaining thousands of Bedouins with their flocks
and herds, which extended along the coast as far as Ras-al-Ardh 3 but, a
recond aid by Ibn-Rashid’s men in the neighbourhood of Jabal ’Amiudah
and Ris Misha'aly having proved less suceesstul than the first, the invaders
retived towards Central Avabia, and the enormous gathering of refugees
at Kuwait melted away as suddenly as it had formed. Tbn-Rashid
ng-cmd for some time longer at Hafar, and his protracted stay there, taken
in conjunction with the proceedings of the Turks, cansed Shaikh Mubarak
muech uneasiness, During this disturbed period several British gunboats
were held in readiness at or near Kuwait ; the naval authorities were
m,,powﬁlﬂd by the Government of India to use force to repel an attack
by Ibn-Rashid ; and a scheme for the defence of the town was arranged
b:v the Senior Naval Officer,  The experience gained and the obeervations
made o1 this oceasion showed that Kuwait was not defensible against;
a land attack by naval means alone. Shaikh Mubdrak, in return for
the gnod olfices exercised on his behalf, was required to promise
compliance with sueh British advice as might be given him, and he did so,

At the middle of November 1901, Tbn-Rashid having in  the
meantime moved down from Iafar to Safwin, a place on the frontier
between Turkish * Tvig and Kuwait, the Naqib of Basrah visited Kuwait
with a telegram from the Sultin of Turkey. In this telegram the \Wali
of Basmah was directed to send the Nagib to interview Shaikh Mubarale
and warn him that his course of action was rash and impious, and that
he ghould scek safety by returning to his religious  duty and
I,w])[t,iating the Sultin,  According toone account, Shaikh Mubirak in
reply made commonplace professions of loyalty to the Porte and
mm]ﬂained of the doings of Tbn-Rashid and Yisuf of Dorah ; but the
Naqib seems to have reported to his own Government that the Shaikh
repudiated the suzerainty of the Sultin and that he had referred the
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Turkish authorities to the British Government. In consequence of a
representation by the British Ambassader at Constantinople these
proceedings of the Naqib were disavowed by the Porte. A more
determined effort to upset the sfafus guo, the maintenance of which
had sa lately received the assent of the Ottoman Government, was made
a fortnight later, when on the Ist of December the © Zubaf,” carrying
the Naqib and a brother of the Wali of Basrah, once move steamed
into Kuwait barbour, the British eruiser ©Pomonc® and gunhoat
* Redbreast ** being then anchored in the bay. A Turkish ultimatum
was  presented to the Shaikh, requiring him cither te veceive at
Kuwait  a Turkish  military detachment—uwhich, it was pro-
mised, should be under his own orders—or to leave Kuwait and retire
to Constantinople or its neighbourhood ; and great stress appears to
have been laid on the alternative demand. On the 3rd of December
three days’ grace was obtained Ly the Shaikh in order that he might
consider his reply ; but on the 4th of December, the * Redbreast
having left with correspoudence for Bushehr, this concession was
withdrawn, and Mubarak was informed that he muet give his answer
immediately. The “S8phinx " having arrived from Bashehr without &
written guarantee of protection from the Resident, such as he had hoped
might be given, Mubirak evidently wavered ; but, under pressure from
the eenior naval officer present at Kuwait, he at length informed the
Sultan’s messengers that he was prevented from giving a reply by
threats of force on the part of the British naval authorities—a
statement which Captain Simons personally confirmed in the presence
of the Turkish emissaries, The Naqib and the Wali’s brother, finding
their purpose frustrated, then withdrew on board the Zuhaf,” which
took her departure early the next morning ; while Captain Simons, as a
precaution, spent the night at the Shaikh’s house. Not until the 6th
of December, when the crisis was already past, did the orders of His
Majesty’s Government reach Kuwait : they were to the effect that,
as the Naqib’s action amounted to n breach of the understanding
between Turkey and Britain, His Majesty’s Government would support
the Shaikh and would not tolerate an attack by Turkish troops or ships
on Kuwait, that the Shaikh should not leave Kuwait, and that he should
continue to observe his engagements with the British Government. This
message was received with much satisfaction by the Shaikh, who
communicated it to all his principal men.  Alout the time of the Nagib’s
mission, or possibly after its return, Mubsin Pasha was superseded in the
‘Waliship of Basrab.

1033

The proceedings of the Turkish agents at Kuwait were immediately
mpudiated at Constantinople by Loth Porte and Palace. Nevertheless,
towards the end of Decomber 1901, the continued presence of
{bn-Rashid with a part of his forces in the vicinity of Basrah, his
constant communications with the Wali and the Mushir, bis orders for
oreat quantities of supplies, and instructions which were sent from
BConstuntinuplc: to provide him with a large sum of money from the
Busrah treasury, then empty, caused lively apprehensions to be entertained
of a land attack on Kuwait by the combined forces of the Turks and the
Amir; and simultancously a probibition of the export of goods from
Basral to Kuwait came into force, confirming these fears, Dispositions
were instantly made by the British naval force at Kuwait to co-operate
in the defence of the town; two Nordenfeldts and two Maxims were
temporarily placed in the Shaikh’s fort at Jahrah near the foot of
Kuwait bay ; and on the Ist of January 1802 the  Fox ” and “ Persens *
were ordered from Bombay to join the “ Pomone,” “Sphinx” and « Red-

preast,”” which were already at Kuwait, with extra guns, Tbn-Rashid,
deterred by these signilicant measures or perhaps  held back by the
Purks, did not approach any nearer, and he was soon reported to haye
withdrawn as far as the wells of Lainal in his own conntry, whereupon
the gmmra.l alarm subsided and the naval guns which had Leen landed
were re-embarked. The erisis at Kuwait was witnessed by the Russian
prote(ftﬂd cruiser © Varyag,” which arrived on the 21st December 1901
and left again ou the 24th, after offers made to the Shaikh “to assist
him in wmaintaining his independence.”

The Turks, however, had not abandoned their determination to coerce,
Ly one means or another, the ruler of Kuwait; and the cessation of thejy
activity in one direction was followed by an advance in another, which
indicated a change in their tactics and initiated anew phase of the Kuwait
quegtiul}. A report having been received that Turkish military pogts
had lately been established at Umm Qasrand Safwin, the despateh of o
British gunboat to Khor *Abdullah and Khor-as-Sabiyah to verify the
facts was authorised.  This duty was carvied out by H.M 8, « Sphinx,”
which left Kuwait on the 14th February 1902 and retwned within
a week after ascertaining that a Turkish post of 40 men existed
at Umm Qasr and a larger garrison at Safwan; in the course of
his cruise Commander Kemp collected important data regarding Khor
*Abdulleh, the extreme value of which in relation to railway pros
jects had not previously been realised ; and on his return journey he
,‘_]iscovumd a Turkish outpost of 20 men upon the eastern side of Bibiyan
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Island, where it had heen established only a fortnight before. In
March the Turkish garvison of Basrah was largely increased, and
it was feared that the occupation of Haqaijuh and possibly of
Subiyah, two places on the mainland opposite to the west side of
Biihiyin, was contemplated ; Ly way of forestalling such a movement
Shaikh Mubirak was advised to oceupy Haqaijah effectively, which
he did by placing 40 men there.  About the same time it transpired at
Constantinople that the Turks no longer regarded Kadbamah in Kuwait
bay as the prolable terminus of the Baghdad railway ; and it was
reported that their attention had now been diveeted, in this connection,
to Khor "Abdullah and its branches.  His Majesty’s Government consi-
dered that, on the information available as to previous ownership, it
would neither be sale to contend that the establishment of Turkish
posts at Umm Qasr and on Babiyan was a breach of the sfelus gus nor
justitiable to demand their abolition; but the Porte were informed
that their oceupation of these places could not he regarded as prejudi-
cing the rights of the Shaikh of Kuwait. Incidentally, in the course of
these discussions, His Majesty’s Government informed the Government
of India that they acknowledged Kuwail to bea part of the Ottoman
dominions, subject however to the qualifications on which they had
always insisted, v/z,, that the Sultan’s authority was of an unsubstan-
tial character, and that the Shaikh enjoyed a large measure of practical
independence ; but this view was not, it should be observed, communi-
Shailth Mubarak
was o alarmed by the new Turkich policy of gradual encroachment that
in March he offered the Wali of Basrah a large brile, which was not

cated to the Porte, as had at one time been intended,

aceepted, in order that it might be stopped.

In April 1902 the Shaikh complained of the attempted oecopation
of Musallamiyah Island, at the southern end of his territories or sphere
of influence, by a Turkish detachment from Qatif ; but, as it appeared
that the islind might legitimately he regarded as falling within the
Turkish Sanjiq of Hasa, he received no encouragement from the
British Government to contest the rightfulness of the Turkish claim.

The Turkish Government meanwhile resorted to other means besides
territorial encroachment of harassing the Shajkh of Kuwait and making
him vepent his cstrangement from them. A serious elaim in respect of
the family estates situated on the Shatt-al’Arab was brought against
him by his fugitive nephews in the Turkish eourts; and the sequestra-
tion of some of the lands, pemndente iite, caused him pecuniary incon-
veunience, Frequent raids upon the flocks and herds of Kuwait subjects
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on the border near Safwan took plave ; they were generally arganiced by
yasuf of Doral at Zubair, and the Turkish oarvison ot Safwin made
no effort to prevent them ; but in some instances they were answered Ly
reprisals from the Kuwait side. An attack was made also on Sabiyah,
upon Khor-as-Sabiyah, by Yiasuf of Dorah’s men, and some camels were
carried off.  On the 28th of May 1902 the Shaikh’s agent at Basrah
was arrested, and his house searched, on the charge of his Leing a
subseriber to an Arvabic newspaper called * Khilafat,” at that time
pul_ﬂishcd in London and treated thronghout the Ottoman dominions as
a seditious print; and having been found guilty of the charge, he was
gentenced o ten years’ incarcoration in a fortress. The result of this
case was a severe blow to the prestige of the Shaikh of Kuwait ; nor was
the event without politieal significance, for among the papers seized at the
a,gent’ﬁ house were gome that cast light upon the Shaikh's relations with
the British Government., The title-deeds of the Shaikl's properties in
urkish “Iriq, which fell info the hands of the Ottoman offieials by the
came chance, were subsequently recovered through the good offices of
British diplomacy,—a matter of no little importance to the Shaikh

inasmuch as the land dispute between him and his nephews
nnsef_.tled‘
Raids on Kuwait territory by Bedouin supporters of Ibu-Rashid still

was still

continued to ocour; and in August 1902 a fight between sorme of e
the subjects of the Shaikh of Kuwait took pl

m and
ace at a spot, apparent] y
the wells of Subaihiyah, ouly 30 miles from Kuwait itself. At thig time
events in Najd had turned, temporarily, in favour of Tbn-Rashid ; and,
as there was a fear that Shaikh Mubarak might proceed to the assistance
of his ally Tbn-Sa’td, he was expressly warned by the British Resident
Colonel Kemball, under orders from His Mujesty’s Government, not, uj,
encourage any action by which he was likely to hecome involved in
difficulties with Najd or with the Turkish Government. Meanwhile the
Shaikh, in view of the aggressiveness of encmy, had formally applied to
ghe Resident for two or three guns, to be mounted on his fort at Jalrah
for defence against Ibn-Rashid in case he should approach from that sjde .
put the request was refused as it was feared that he might use the qun;
it supplied,- for offensive operations ; and instead he was informed, aft;r thr:
middle of October 1902, that, if he remained at Kuwait and observed his
engagements to Britain, the British Government, would charge themselves
with the defence of such of his districts as adjoined the bay of Kuwait
The Shaikh expressed himself much disappointed, but Le promised to
abide by the advice given him.
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The most dangerous and direet assault to which Mubarak Lad yet
been exposed, —one of which the Turkish Government may or may Dot
have Leen cognizant, -was arranged in the early autwmn of 1902 by
Yisuf-bin-'Abdullak of Doral and came within o measurable distance
of suceess : its object was to seize the town of Kuwait by w eoup de
aain and, probably, to assaseinate Shaikh Mubarak, A large body
of Sharifat Arabs frowm the Persian side, under the command of
’Adhbi-bin-Mubammad  and  Hamad-bin-Jaerah,  Shaikh  Mubirak’s
nephews, and well avmed with rifles, embarked in boats at Dorah on the
Bhatt-al-" Aral ; after leaving the viver they loitered on the open sea,
probably waiting for night. News of the expedition was received ab
Fao on the 3rd of September by Commander Armstrong of H.MLS.
“ Lapwing,” and he immediately hastened to Kuwait to give the alarm,
but he found the town already under arms in consequence of information
which bad reached the Shaikh through his own people, The next day

search was made without success for the enemy and their boats; bub
on the morning of the 5th they were diseovered by the British guuboat
in Khor *3bdullal ; and two of their Bams, which contained altogether
100 to 150 Arab riflemen and hoisted no flag, were pursued Ly the armed
boats of the “ Lapwing.”  Headed off from the mouth of the Shatt-
al-’ Avab, the fugitives evenfually ran their bhoats ashore in deep mud to
the east of the rviver, and, concealing themselves in the long grass, opened
a hot fire at close range ou their pursuers, One British bluejacket was
killed and twa were wounded ; but the Bims with their contents, including
scaling-laddere, were captured and taken away. One of the Bams was
subsequently proved to be the personal property of Yisuf-bin-’ Ahdullaly,
and both were ultimately destroyed at eea outside of the three-mile limit,
The later history of this ease will be found elsewhere; Lut the chief
result, in so far as Kuwait was eoncerned, was the flight or expulsion of
Yasuf from Turkish “[raq to Najd, where he attached limself to Ibn-
Rashid.
attack from Zubair upon tribesmen residing near Jabrah under Shaikh

Before leaving the country, however, he took part in a final

Mubarak’s protection,

With the episode just deseribed serious attempts from without to
overthrow the power of Shaikh Mubarak came to an end; and the
attention of the Turkswas diverted from Kuwait to Central Arabia,
where a contest between lbn-Sa’ud and Ibn-Rashid was now being
waged.  One other set of small movements in the neighbourhood of
Kuwait remains, Lowever, to be mentioned. In December 1902 Thn-
Rashid again entered Kuwait territory and advanced within 19 hours
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of the town, but was driven back by Shaikh Mubarak’s men upon
Hafar; and the Shaikh himself then maved to Jahrah, where he
began to collect a force for purposes of defence, or possibly for offensive
action, Tears having heen expressed by the Turkish authorities that the
concentration af Jahrah portended an attack upon Zubair, the Secretary of
State requested that the Shaikh might be warned, as before, to avoid
measures likely to involve him in difficulties in Central Avabia or with
the Turkish Government ; but these instructions had been anticipated by
Clolonel Kemball, the British Resident, who on the 18th of January 1903
had a long and friendly interview with the Shaikh at Kuwait and jm-
Pressed on him the advisability of abstaining from action against Ihn-
Rashid, especially as the power of that chief was now, according o
Mubidrak’s own admission, on the wane.  After this, at the beginning of
March 1008, the Wahhabi Amir, accompanied by his brother Muham-
mad, visited Kuwait to confer with Mubirak, whose son Jabir was sti]l
at Jahrah, holding that place with an avmed force. Phis was the end of
the alarms cansed at Kuwait by Ibn-Rachid,

In these improved cireumstances the visit of the Russian crujser
¢ Askold” to Kuwait on the 14th of December 1902 and the joint visit
of the French cruiser “ Infernet” and the Russian cruiser « Boyarin,”
which lasted from the dth to the Sth of March 1903, caused no
anxiety in regard to the local sitwation. On the latter oceasion, how-
ever, an interview at which Central Avabian affaivs were discussed took
place between the Russian Consul-General from Bishelr and * Abdul
spziz, son of Tbn-8a’nd, who happened to e present in Kuwait,

A visit paid to Kuwait by His Excellency Lord Curzon, Yiceroy and
Governor-General of India, on the 28th and 20th of November 1908,
which is described fully in another place, marked the consolidation of
British influence in the principality and placed in a clear light the Shaikh’s
cordial relations with the British Government and his dependence upon
the British power ; indeed the Shaikh, on receiving a presentation sword
from the hands of the Viceroy, spontancously described himself g5
« military officer of the British Empire.”” The ovation which Tord
Curzon received on landing seemed to bear witness to the popularity of
British connection ; and the impression produced on the minds efkthe
peovle and their chief by the sight of the Tast India Squadron must be
reckoned among the important political results of His Excelleney’s tour
jn the Persian Gulf. Shaikh Mubirak was shown over the haash{l,
« Hyacinth” and was much interested by what he saw, this ]_b,e;',,.,-
the first time that he had set foot on the deck of & man-of-war, :\[.:
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private interview on the R.IM.8. “ Hardinge  His Txeellency impressed
on Shaikh Mubarak the inadvisability of his embroiling himself in
the strife of Central Arabia, as, though the Brilish Government lad
promised 1o protect him aguinst an sttack on Kuwait, they would
be unable to interfere if be involved himself in difficulties in the interior ;
and to this the Shaikh replied that he fully understood His Excellency’s
advice and that he would be guided by it. Onthe 30th of Novem-
ber the R.TAM.8. “TLawrence,” carrying Lord Curzon, entered Khor
*Abdullab w:d proceeded up the ereek s far as the junction of Khor Umm
Qasr and Khor Zubair, where a short halt was made.

Appointment of a British Political Agent at Euwait, 1904.

Soon after His Tsecllency the Vieeroy’s visit, the British Government
deeided to take advantage of what scemed a convenient opportunity of
securing, by a single measure, the improvement, of postal communication
with Knwait, the estension to the town of the benefits of medical
skill, and an increase in the efficiency of British political representation
with the Shaikh. In July 18901 the British India Steam Navigation
Company had established an ageney at Kuwait and made the place o
port of call for their steamers, and in November of the same year Shaikh
Mulbsirale himself had suggested the establishment of o British post oflice ;
but, as a post office conld not be established except as an adjunct
to a British Political establishment and the time was not  propitious for a
change in the status of the British representative, who was as yet. merely
a native newswriter, the project remained for a time in abeyance, In
aceordance with a renewed request for a post office made by the Shaikh at
the time of Lord Curzon’s visit, however, it was resclved in 1904 to
establish one in charge of a native medical subordinate, who ecould also
carry on medieal work among the people.  The only condition insisted on
by the British Government was one to which the Shaikh readily assented,
that he should undertake not to allow the establishment of a post office by
any other eountry ; and an Agreement to this effect was obtained from
him, of which the text is given in another place.® In July 1904, however,
after the necessary preliminaries had heen arranged, it was found advisable
to suspend action lest certain negotiations should e prejudiced, which, as
related further on, were then proceeding at, Constantinople for the eva-
cuation of Babiyin Island Ly the Turks.

* See Annexure 4 to Appendix K.
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The post office scheme was in fact destined to vemain noperative ; and
it was in the end superseded by a measure of greater importance that
had been under consideration by the British Government in the summer
of 1903,—the appointment to Kuwait, namely, of a British officer
whose principal duty, it was originally intended, should be to curl the
aggressive tendencies of Shaikh Mubarak, In the epring of 1904, in
consequence of interference which the Turks had begun to exercise
jn Central Arabia to the disadvantage of Shaikh Mubirak’s ally
Ibn-Sa’td, the project of stationing a British political officer at Kuwait
was revived, but with a different purpose and a considerably enlarged
scope. On the 24th of June 1904 the despateh of a European Political
Agent to Kuwait, was authorised by His Majesty’s Government 3 and on
the 6th of August Captain 8. G. Knox arrived at Kuwait from
Bashehr duly aceredited to the Shaikh, by whom he was well received,
and the existing vews-agency was abolished, An Assistant-Surgeon
soon afterwards joined the Agency in his professional capacity ; but,
though be was accompanied by a postal subordinate, the establishment
of o regular post office was still deferred.

The instructions given to Captain 8. G. Knoxan his appointment
reflect the poliey of the Government of India and were ag follows, The
Agent's first object should be to cultivate and maintain close and friendly
relations with Shaikh Mubirak and the other principal personages i;1
Kuwait. The interests of British trade und traders af Knwait and iy
the adjacent tracts of Arabia should be safeguarded, A vigilant watch
ghonld be kept over the proceedings of the Turks on the
Kuwait territories, and the Political Agent shonld endeavour t0 ascertain
the trae limits of Mubirak’s effective occupation upon Khor-as-Salityah
Matters showing an intention on the part of the Turks, or of any ntllﬁ]:
powet, to interfere with or disturh the existing sfatns guo, or anythine
which would lead to a belief that other powers had designs uu-ur i:
sonnection with possible barbours within or without Kuwait terr
ghould be at once reported ; and special but unobtrusive attention g
pe paid in this respect to Khor *Abdullah and the waters adjacent to
pabiyin Island and Umm Qasr. The Political Agent should also
endeavour to secure early and aceurate information regarding
petween the 1bn-Rashid and Ibn-Sa’

boundaries of

itory,
hould

the struggle
ud families for the supremacy i
Najd.  Finally, be should investigate the alleged importation of arms at,
Kuwait, especially of rifles for Thn-Sa’id ; Lut, pending further instﬂl‘c-
gions, he should neither authorise nor forbid the Shaikh to continue the
existing trade in arms. i
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In November 1904 the Turkish Government complained of the
appointment of the British Politival Agent at Kuwait as an infringement
of the stafus gua, Tmportant questions relating to the Aden frontier
were then pending letween the British and Tuarkish Governments, which
made the oceasion an unfavourable one for raising the whole question of
Kuwait ; and it was accordingly decided by His Majesty’s Government
that the newly appointed Awent should he withdrawn as soon as it was
possible to do so withent inconvenience, the withdrawal however to be
temporary only, and to be so carried out as not to bear the appearance
of a concession to Twrkey. During bis sojourn at Kuwait Captain Knox
had successfully earried out, in complete harmony with Shaikh Mubarak,
such of his inetructions as depended for their fulfilment on himself ;
and his tenure of office had not been marked by a single untoward inei-
dent.

Captain Knox remained at Kuwait nutil the 16th of May 1905, when
he was obliged by illness to take leave to England, his temporary
withdrawal Leing thus lrought about in such a manner that its canse was
disguised from the Shaikh and that the unfortunate results which
might otherwise have followed were averted. The current duties of the
Agency were carvied on, until Captain Knox’s return on the 25th of
October 1905, by the Assistant Surgeon, Dawud-ar-Rahman,

General history of Kuwait since the establishment of the Political
Agency, 1904-1907.

We may now trace the history of one or two questions which
continued to oceupy attention after the arrival of Captain Knox at
Kuwait ; but some of the facts w
belong to a period earlier than 1904,

Reference has alveady

hieh it will be Tnecessary to mention

been made to a dispute between Shaikh
Mubdrak and his fugitive nephews regarding certain famil
sitnated in Turkish territory on the Shatt-al-’Arab ; and we have seen
that a hope was held out to the Shaikh, soon after the conclusion of the
Exclusive Agreement in 1889, that British influence would be used to
prevent injury to his interests in that direetion.
of which the proprietary shaves
and on *Ajaivawiyah 1

¥ estates

The estates in question,
were in dispute, were situated at Gardilan
sland near Basrah, at Zain opposite the mouth of the
Karan River, at Safiyah in the Dawasir tract, and at Fao. The Shaikh
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was able to protract matters for a conple of years Ly declining to submit
to the jurisdiction of the Turkish courts; but in December 1901, the
Turles having resolved to break down lis opposition to their authority
at, Kuwait, he was ealled upon to defend his case in a Bastal tribunal i
and, on his failing to do so, judgment was given against him in default,
and he was ordered to make over the estate at Zain to his nephews.

Shaikh Mubarak at once appealed to the Sultan of Turkey with the
result that, ewly in 1902, an Imperial Iradé was issued for the appoint-
ment of a Commission fo settle the whole dispute between him and Lis
nephews.  After muel difficulty and delay a settlement was arranged by
Haji Maneir, represeniing Shaikh Mubirak, and *Aldul Wahlib-al-
Qirtieg, representing the opposite side, in communication with Mr. Crow,
H. B. Ms Consul at Baerah, who, under instruetions from Con-
stantinople, had been admitted to a sharo in the proceedings ; und this
settlement, alter being approved Ly the Commission and accepted by the
parl.ies, was embodied in a deed executed at Basrah on the 11th of
July 1804 and attested, not only by the Wali of Basrah and his Couneil,
but also—at the request of Shaikh Mubarak—Dy the British
Consul. The general effect of the settlement was to confer on Shaikh
Mubarak undivided ownership and possession of the whale property
at TFao, while an absolute and exclusive title to the Grardilan,
sAjairawiyal, Zain and Sufiyah estates and a money payment  of
£T7,2962 was obtained by the opposite party. The share of the nephews
in ancestral moveable property at Kuwait was mentioned in the deed hut
was not affected Ly it, the rights and shares of both parties therein
being maintained unaltered ; but the title of Shaikh Mubarak to certain
wovenble property at Kuwait was expressly validated.

Barly in 1904 the Shaikh applied for a loan of Re. 1,00,000 from
the Government of India to enable him to carry out the terms urranged ;
and this was readily granted, without interest, on condition that he
ghould not borrow from any other lender without the consent of [
Majesty’s Government until the debt lad leen repaid in full, and
that repayment should be completed by the end of 1905, The Shailch,
who has always shown himeelf a good man of business, discharged the
obligation nearly a year before expiry of the period fixed,

A peculiar incident, which gave some trouble at the time but had
no political eonsequences, oceurred at the Shaikh’s Fao estate on the 10th
of Octoler 1904, when the Shaikh’s land agent brought off to
H.MS. “Merlin”  the dead bodies of an Aral man
together with three Turkish gendarmes in custody, by wl

and woman
hom, he alleged,
75
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they had been murdered. The commander of the “Merlin® vefased
fo receive the agent’s prisoners on board, and the matter ithus lost
its importance.

In 1904, after Lord Curzon’s inspection of Khor ’Abdullah,
representations were made by the Government of India to His
Majesty’s Government as to the extreme undesirability of allowing both
sides of that inlet—perhops the most convenient terminus for a
railway from Baghdad to the Persian Gulf— to fall permanently into the
hands of a power not very amenalle to British influence. The question
of Babiyin Island, which the Shaikh of Kuwait asserted to belong to
his principality, and the oceupation of which by the Turks was regarded
by His Majesty’s Government as a breach of the engngement to respect
the stafus quo at Kuwait, was raised diplomatically at Constantinople ;
but no favourable opportunity of pressing for cvacuation of the island
eould be found, and the Turkish post on Babiyin was not withdrawn,

Relations of Kuwait with Turkey and Central Arabia during
the same period, 1904-1907.

In the history of Najd it is related how a Turkish force was
despatched in May 1904 from 'Irdq to the aid of Ibn-Rashid, only to
be overwhelmed in Qasim in the course of the following summer, by
Ibn-Sa’ad and his allies; also how in the winter of 1904-1905 the
Turks prepared a second expedition, and thereby so alarmed Ibn-Sa’ad
that he agreed toa settlement which included the pacific oceupation of
Qasim by an Ottoman foree. Here it is enough to observe that the
arrangement in question was hrought about largely through the instru-
mentality of Shaikh Mubarak of Kuwait, who assumed, somewhat
unexpectedly, the role of intermediary, Two meetings for discussion
were held on the frontier hetween Kuwait and 'Irig—the first at
Safwin on the Sth, and the second at the Qash’aniyah wells on the
13th of February—hetween Ibn-Sa’od and Mukhlis Pagha, the newly
appointed Wali of Basrah, and at both of these Shailh Mubirak was
present with a large escort ; but he declined, content, with having bronght
the principals together, to become in proprig persond a parly to their
arrangements,

The use by Shaikh Mubirak in his correspondence in this business of
the title *“ Ruler of Kuwait and Chief of its Tvibes, ” instead of that of
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« Qaim-Maqgim,” gave some offence to the Turks ; but it did not affem;
the course of the negotiations, A suggestion made by the Wali at
these meetings, that Tuarkish eivil officials and tmn}lm should be sent to
Kuwait, was met by Shaikh Mubarak, according to his own m..ﬂ;scquen.t
statement, with a nen possumus 1'3.1)1}' and with a dee.luw.tluu 0‘5 ?.ue
loyal adherence to the connection which he had formed with the British
(Government,

Probably in consequence of the services which he rendeved upon this
oceasion, the relations of Shaikh Mubarak with the Turkish authorities
at Basrah were, from 1905 onwards, much more friendly. In August
1905 the Shaikh subseribed £T450 towards the erection of new Turkish
barracks at Basrah ; and, on the donation being cordially acknowledged,
he pmfessed devotion fo the Sultin of Twkey and promised a further
gubseription of £T200. In 1905 a continuous stream of Turkish
ilitary deserters and officials escaping from Najd began to pour into
Kuwait, where they arrived in a miserable plight : they were invariably
fed and sent on to Basrah by Shaikh Mubirax.  The number of these
retugees up to March 1906 was alout 500; in August Farig Sadiq
Pasba himself came in with an escort of about 150 men ; and at the end
of December some 00 more men, almost the last remnants of the Turkish
army of occupation in Qasim, veached the neighbourhood of Kuwait.
1Ihis last body were not allowed by the Shaikh to cuter the town, probahly
from fear that an oceupation might be attempted, For the purpose
of collecting and forwarding this rabble, the Shaikh of Kuwait’s
impriscned agent, 'Abdul 'Aziz, the conditions of whose imprisonment
had already been mitigated at the instance of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, Was allowed by the Turks to proceed to Kuwait; and there he
was afterwards allowed to reside in a sort of open arrest, as the property
which he owned in Turkish 'Iriq afforded a sufficient security against his
attempting to escape, From the autumn of 1905 until the spring of
1907 the Turkish official mail between *Iriq and Hasa was sent by land
¢hrough Kuwait territory, instead of by British steamer vid Bahrain, as
had hitherto been the rule; but Shaikh Mubirak declined to have
anj'tlli“%“ to do with the arrangements or to accept, responsihiiit.y for
the safety of the mails, which in the end returned to the original route
by sea. In August 1906 it was announced that Shaikh Mubarak had
contributed £T500 to the Hijaz Railway fund, but this was not his
first subseription, for he had already, in Janmary 1904, received the
medal conferred by the Sultan on distinguished subseribers,

Atter 1905 amicable relations continued to prevail bevween the Shaikh
of Kuwait and the Wahhabi Amir; the former, as related in the history
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of Najd, began in 1906 to exert himself, at the request of Thn-Rashid, to
areange a reeonciliation in Najd; and after the death of Yisuf-bin-
"Abdullah near ITail in January 1906 the Shaikh of Kuwait even
showed some sympathy for the Shammor Amir. In March 1906
Shaikh Mubarak appeared (or pretended) to entertain a utopian scheme
for a friendly partition of Central Arabia under which Jabal Shammar
would  fall to Ibn-Rashid and most of Southern Najd to Tbn-8a’ad, while
he himself would take possession of Qasim and of the Wahhabi districts
of Sadair and Washm.  In July 1006 his efforts in the cause of peace
were finally successful. The Kuwait Hajj to Makkah, for some
time interrupted by the wars in Najd, was resumed; and in 1906
the number of persons who (ravelled in it was about 2,000 souls,

Relations of Kuwait with Great Britain, 1904-1907,

Notwithstanding the cessation of Lostility between the Shaikh of
Kuwait and the Turks, the relations of the former with the British
Government and with the officers representing them at Kuwait continued
to be excellent. The only exception was a temporary and partial
estrangement at the beginning of 1906 due to remonstrances, made by
Captain Knox under the orders of Government, in regard to the arms trade
at Kuwait, which are noticed in the Appendix dealing with that subject.

A question whicl in 1907 had been pending for a considerable time,
but remained unsettled, was that of the adoption by the Shaikh of
Kuwait of a flag distinguishable from the Turkigh, A change was first
proposed in 1901, when a differentiation of the Kuwait flag from
that of Turkey appeared desirable for more than one reagon, but
prineipally on aceount of the Inconsistency of preveuting the disembarka-
tion of Turkish troops at a place where the Turkish flag was flown.
The Government of India considered that the Shaikh ought to fly the
red Aral flag; and the Shaikh, though he urged that the erescent had
been used by his grandfather, his father and himself as a Mubammadan,
not as a Turkish emblem, was willing to abandon it. In consequence,
however, of the arrangement made by the British Government with
the Porte in - September 1901, for the maintenance of the
Kuwait, the matter was dropped for a time,

In 1904, in connection with a diseussion—which

status quo at

will be mentioned
further on—as <o the protection of Kuwaitis in Persia, the question of
the flag was revived ; and the Shaikh, having been approached under the
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instructions of His Majesty’s Government, in July 1905 expressed his
willingness to adopt a flag of crescent design distinguished from the
Purkish flag by the addition of the word  Kuwait,” asalso certificates of
nationality for vessels belonging to hisport. In March 1906, however,
Shaikh Mubarak demurred, in the absence of an explicit guarantee
that Kuwait vessels would not be harassed at Turkish ports, to the
use of Roman letters on the flag; but he agreed that the name
¢ Kuwait'’ might appear on it in Arabie characters. The adoption of
the proposed flag, as thus finally modified, was then approved by [.{is
Majosty’s Govermment; but again, in Septcmbelr 1906, the Shaikh
rcp;-usented that even the slight innovation to which he -hml consented
might lead to unfavourable treatment of Kuwni.ﬁ v\'cssnls in Turkey, and
requested an assuranee on the subject by the British Governmeni. The
matter was then onee more referred by the Government of Iudia to His
Majesty’s Government.

Advantage was  taken of the favourable disposition of Shaikh
Mubarak, after the appointment of a British Politieal Agent flt Kuwait,
to obtain fuller information about the surroundings of Kuwait Loth on
Jand and at sea. In December 1404 a party of officers employed an
this Gazetteer marched by land, in  company with Captain Kunox,
from Kuwait to the Turkish border; and the opportunity was utilised
to carTry 8 plane-table survey, on a large scale, from Jahrah and the north-
ern shores of Kuwait Bay up to the Turkish frontier posts of Safwan and
Umm Qasr. In April 1905, Captain Knox made a tour into the country
o the south of Kuwait, and in January 1906 he attained the distant but
important point of Hafar, never before visited Ly a Eurnpca\:n, on the
porder between Kuwait territory and Central Arabia, Bedouin e orts
peing provided on both oceasions Ly Shaikh I\l»ubnmk.‘ i!.l the winte.
1906-1907 the Politieal Agent made two more interesting journeys to the
south of Kuwait, on the first of which it was found possible for Mrs,
Knox to accompany him.

A marine survey of Kuwait Bay by the R.LM.S. ©Investigator'
wae begun in November 1904, and continuved season by season uptil
November 1807, when the worl was completed,

Relations with Persia, 1904-190%.

In September 190} considerable feeling was aroused at Kuwait by
the unjustifiable seizure of two Bhms bulouging to the port by the
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steamer “ Mozaffari,”” and a general disposition was
remarked about this time, on the part of the recently re-organised Persian
Customs, to interfere in a vexatious manner with Kuwait gubjects and
their Loats upon the Persian side of the Gulf. The suspicion that
Kuwait boats were engaged in running arms to Persia may have been,
in some cases, not devoid of foundation ; but gratuitous interference
with Kuwait vessels generally was now pushed to such a point that the
Government of India were coustrained to diaw the attention of the
Seeretary of State and the British Minister at Teliwan to the matter.

In March 1903 the general question of the status and protection of
Kuwaitis in Persia was discussed by the British Minister at Teliran with
the Persian Government in connection with the diflieulties just deseribed.
Sir A, Hardinge expluived that Kuwait was de Jeeto independent of
Turkey, which had not established or maintained an effective control over
the eountry ; and he endeavoured, under instruetions from Tlis Majesty’s
Government, to secure for Kuwaitis in Persia the same position in respect
of the good offices of Gre:
Afghans,

at Britain as was conceded in the case of
viz, “that the friendly recommendations and wishes of the
British Government on their behalf should he accepted,” It appeared,
however, that the Persian Government, while not averse

in principle to
the intervention of British diplomatic and consular represeutatives on
Lehalf of Kuwaitis in Persin,

, were um\-illiug to concede the point in
practice lest by doing so they should give umbrage to Turkey, whese
representatives had already protestod against the
TBritish Resident at Bashelr in Kuwaiti cases,
end given by the
Customs at Bashehr

intervention of the
Instroctions were in the
Persian Government to the Director-General of
not to treat Kuwaitis with such harshness as to
bring Kuwait cases into prominence,
enjoined not to admit the intervention of the British Political Resident
ontheir bebalf.  Up to 1907 no real gettlement had been yeached,

A strong personal friendship of some length of
between Shaikh Mubarak of Kuwait and Shaikh
Shaikh of Muhammareh; but itg basis, unless it consisted in a ecertain
similarity in their political position, was not apparent.

Frequent: visits
were paid by Shaikh Mubarak to Mubammareh and Failiveh,

but at the same time he was

standing existed
Khaz’al, the Muhaisin

Relations with European powers other than Britain, 1904-07.

After 1904 an overt interest in Kuwait affairs wae not displayed
by any Huropean power other than Great Britain. In September 1904,

N
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? after Captain Knox’s arrival at Kuwait, the Shaikh received a cowr
aoo“_ tion from Basrah suggesting that he should profit by the visit of
mu-m'm }l::?ssiu.n officials, then at Bagrah, to oblain a reconciliation with
eert?};‘irka ; and it was added that the Russian and French Governments,
:;‘ihe Sha{kh consented to receive a Russian and a French Consul M[:
Kuwait, would guarantee the arrangements made. The exnct souree o

i message, to which Shaikh Mubarak sent a formal and meaningless
i 5 m;t discovered. In September 1905 Mr, Bahnson, represent-
feplyixwiierman firm of Wonckhaus and Company in  Babrain, arrived in
1125::&; to enguire into prospects of trade, but the Shaikh did not allow

him to remain long,

Internal affairs of the Kuwait principality, 1904-07,

Praviously to the appointment of a British Puli‘ti'ml Agent '-1t Kuwait,
onisance at all was taken by the British political authorities of the
-l CDBIL fairs of the Kuwait Shaikhdom ; and after that event only
internﬂb ‘?‘Ltention wag civen them as the interest of the British Govern-
T :hc eneral pm:pcxitv and stability of the Shaikh's Govern-
AHERL T rra,rfed 1t E‘I’I’“ﬂre:d that no one could be more competent than
men"i{;z;\luhﬁml; of Kuwait to manage his own affairs,
Bhe of the sons of Shaikh Mubirak died in 1906, one of them being
’ T(‘lvc}._\is youngest, who two years before had bee:n sent l'or.mm-liral .treat-
e India. The establishment of a British dispensary in Kuwait was
me’-‘?’ tlllJ vIllue i;othe solicitude of the Shaikh for the life of this child,
lmﬂ;‘[,s:vithstmldiﬂg' a great increase in the trade of the port the Shaikh
Lanced all taxation at Kuwail, and some discontent was oceasioned
o " Custom duties, in particular, were augmented; but care
bhm?byéd to be shown for the convenience of wmerchants, for the
conllﬂ_ll f whose goods a stone warehouse, spacious and secure, wus
wceplzlo; Oaud the Customs Department in gencral, under the
. Er:mnt of one of the Shaikh’s slaves, appeared Lo be wel? adminis-
l:':mﬂ%re]ﬂ ort, and import duties by land were likewise inoreased ;
t,el‘ﬂd_- 19;? there were complaints of new and burdensome dues levied
g 1 ilerims of the Kuwait Hojj at their reburn. The most serious
Un. me gf the tax-payer was, however, a sudden demand, made in
grjemncel;o‘? on the owners of houses in  Kuwait town built on land
J:::Larhj;.d be;n provided free by the Shaikh. A large part of the
w
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town was included in this ategory, and here it was required of the
oeeupants that they should either pay three-fourths of the value of the
buildings, when the property would remain their own, or aceept one-
fourth the value from the Shaikh and surrender their houses, Heavy
taxation was a new feature in the adwinistration of Kuwait, and the
reasons for resorting to it in a time of exceptionul peace and prosperity
were not altogether clear,  In 1906-07 Shaikh Mubirak purchased a new
steam-yacht at a cost of over a lakh of ropees ; and this, with expenses
of muintenance, may have aceounted in part for the pecuniary difficulties
which e now began to allege.

The tribal affaivs of the Kuwait principality were ordinarily so well
managed that nothing voas heard of them, and oppositionto the wishes of
Shaikh Mubirak was rare on the part of the tribes subject to Lis influence.
Towards the end of February 1907, Lowever, a raid was committed by
some of the *Ajmian on Arabs living in the desert immediately around
Kuwait town and depending on the Shaikl’s protection ; but Mubarak at
once took steps to revenge the outrage, and the ’Ajman would lave
been attacked in foree had they not submitted, promised restitution, and
surrendered M uhalmuad-hiu-I[ilh]:xin, one of their principal ShaikLs, wha
was then imprisoned ab Kuwait, A levy of the inbabitants for military
service against the >Ajman and also, on another aceasion, for the collection
of Zakat from various Bedouin tribes, cansed considerable dissatisfaction
against the Shaikh in the town of Kuwait.

ANNEUXRE NoO. 1L.—AGREEMENT BY THY SHATKH OF
KUWAIT REGARDING THE NON-RECEPTION OF FOR-
EIGN REPRESENTATIVES AND THE NON-CESSION
OF TERRITORY TO FOREIGN POWERS OR SUBJECTS,
25RD JANUARY 1%99.

The objeet of writing this lawful and honourable bond is that
it is hereby covenanted and agreed hetween Lieut
Joln Meade, 1.8.C., Her Britannic Majesty’s Political Resident, on
behalf of the British Government on the one part, and Sheikh Mubarak-
bin-Sheikh Subal, Sheikh of Koweit, on the other part, that the said
Sherch Mubatak-Lin-Sheilh Sulah of bis own free will and desire does
Lereby pledge and Lind himeelf, his Leirs and successors not, to receive
the Agent or Representative of auy Power or Government at Koweit, or

enant=Colonel Malcolm

&
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at any other place within the limits of Lis ferritory, \\-it_lmut tl.le pre\'inl?s
ganction of the British Government ; and he further Mm]-s himself, his
heirs and successors not to cede, sell, !1.':!‘.50, lll(?l‘fjgﬂ.(_l\'(‘,.lji' give for ::L-un].nb
tion or for any other purpose any porho-n of his turr:torg: to the Govern-
ment or subjects of any other Power without the lpr(“.'mus consent of
Her Majesty’s Governiment for these pul‘posea.' Tlns. engagement ahso-Lu
tend to any portion of the territory of the said Sheikh Mubarak, which
e e in the possession of the subjects of any other Government.
may]::m:okcn of the eonclusion of this lawful and henouralle bond,
Lieutenant-Colunel  Maleolm  Johin M.emle,‘ 1.8.C,, II.cr Britannic
Majesty's Political Resident in the Persian (ﬂﬂff :.md Sheikh Mubaralk-
bin-Sheilch Subal, the former on l.!ulmlf.of the British Gm‘(‘rnmcn‘f and
the latter on behalf of himself, bis heirs and sue?essors do each, in the
-esence of witnesses, affix their signatures on thig, the tenth day of
1}1;:;1):12:111 1316, corresponding with the twenty-third day of January

18949
(Sd.) M. J. MEADI, MUBARAK-AL-SUBAH,
e < i il
1:oiuz;ejr;'j:j:-ig:ij:z [ i
Witnesses.
(8d.) B. WICKHAM HORE, MUHAMMAD RAHIM BIN
Cuptain, LALS, ABDUL NEBI SAFFER.
(8d.) J. CALCOTT GASKIN. (L.S)

Letter accompanying the execution of the above Agreement,

Dated the 23rd January 1889,
Prom—Lirvrexanr-Coroner M, J. MEaps, Politieal Resident in the Pergian
Gl
To— SEEIKH sllvmx.\x-nw-ﬁumu, Sheikh of Koweit.

After compliments.— In view of the signing to-d.ay' of the agreement,
so happily concluded between you, Sheikh Mubarak-bin-Subahb, on behalf
of yourself, your heirs and successors, on the one part, and myself, on
behalf of Her Britannic Majesty’s Government, .I now assure you, as
Sheikh of Koweit, of the good offices of the British G.ovurnme'nt, towarde
you, your heirs and sueecessors as long as ym}l,‘ your heirs ':md suecessors
gserupulously and faithfully observe the conditions of the said bond.
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The three copies of the bond will be sent to India to be ratified by
His Excellency Lord Curzon of Kedleston, Her TImperial Majesty’s
Viceroy and Governor-General in Council, and, on their return, one copy,
duly ratified, will be conveyed to you, when T will take measures to send
you, a5 agreed, a sum of Re. 15,000 from the Bushire Treasury, A most
important condition of the execution of this agreement is that it is to be
kept absolutely secret, and not divulged or made public in any way
without the previous consent of the British Government.
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CHAPTER VIL

HISTORY OF NAJD OR CENTRAL ARABIA.*

The Wahhabi movement.

The present era of Central Arabian listory began with the rise of
Wahlabism, by which the cowrse of events in Najd has since Leen largely
determined.  Consequently, in dealing with the era, it is necessary first of
all to enquire into the origin of Walhabism,

Concerning the founder of the Wahhabi sect, though le liv
a century and a half ago, and though general attention was early of
drawn to his proceedings by their political results, few authentic details
have been preserved and the extant information is conflicting. 1t is agreed
that he came of the Bani Tamim, a solid agricultural tribe of Najd,
and 1691 is given as the year of his birth ; but the honour of Laving been
his Lirthplace is contested by the southern town of Hautah and the village
of *Ayninah in Wadi Hanifah. Even his name is doubtiul ; by some it
is said that he was called *Abdul Wabhab, by others that this wag his
putr(myulin, and that he himself was Muhammad-bin’ Abdul Walihgl-hin-

gulaiman.  He studied abroad st Basrah, at Damascus, and perhaps
clsewhere ; but finally he retuwrned to his native country, where, about, the
year 1742, he began to expound and inculeate the doctrines which he had
evolved during his years of study, According to the account which
represents "Ayainah as his native place, it was there that he began
his public mission and there that he met, after a time, with opposition

* The following are the principal authovities for the history of Nojd: Corancer
Histoire des Wakabis, 1810 ; Sadleir’s Diary of @ Journey across Arabig in 1819,
published 1866 ; Mengin's Histoire de I Egypte sous e gouvernement de Mokammed
Aly, 1823 (not oblained by the present writer); Burckhardt's Materials for o
History of the Wahabys, 1831; Brydges’ Brief History of the Walauby, 1834 ;
Bombay Selections XXIF, The Persian Gulf, 1856 ; Palgrave’s Narrative ofa
Year's Journey through Central and Bastern drabia, 1662-63, published in 1865
Colonel L. Pelly’s Report on a Journey to the Wakabee Capital of Riyadh, 1866 ;
Colonel E. Ross's Memoir on Nejd, in the Persian Gulf Administration Report fo;
1879-80; Mr, C. M, Doughty's Travels in Arabic Deserta, 1888 ; Baron E, Nolde's
Reise nach Innerarabien, 1895 ; and Mr. J. A. Saldanha's Precis of* Nejd Affairs,
1804-190‘4. printed in 1904. The writings of Mr. C. Huber also contain some historical
information regarding Najd.
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which obliged Lim to transfer the scene of his activities o the neighbour-
ing town of Dara’iyali; but all authorities coneur in stating that his
later and more influential years were passed at Dara’iyah.  He is said to
have been marvied twenty times and to have had eighteen children. The
14th of June 1757 is mentioned as the day of his death.

Wabhabism was at first a purely religions movement ; afterwards,
throngh foree of eivcumstances, it acquired a seeular and political
character, In the begining it was a reformation of Muhammadan
dootrine and practice, inspired by the ideal of a return to the pristine purity
of Ielam, and took the form chiefly of a protest aguinst superstition and
luxury in the Mubammadan world. That the Wahhabi belief, if tried
by the standard of the Qurdn and the best acoredited traditions of TIslam,
will be found strictly orthodox seems to be generally admitted ; and the
difference between the true Walhabi and the ordinary Mulammadan
appears to Le due to the declension of the latber from the spirif
of his own religion rather than to any cecentricity on the part of the
former.

The adhesion of numbers of converts to the refarmed faith in Central
Arabia, together with the failure of that faith to find acceptance elsewhere,
soon invested the movement in Najd with a political, a national, and even
a military importance. Community of belief first paved the way for sulb-
mission to a common administrative authority ; by this autherity indivi-
duals were compelled to obey the law and warring townships and districts
were welded together into a solid and well-ordered Principality ; and, once
internal unity had been established, a militant enthusiasm for the propagi-
tion of their religious prineiples abroad, not unmingled perhaps with a
patriotic desire to cast off the hc,rzcmrmy of the Red Sen distriets of Hijaz
and Yaman, awoke in the Learts of the people, For the sharp conflicts
between the Wahhabis and their neighbours which soon began, and
which eontinued so long as the Walihabis vetained their religious fervour,
neither party can be held eolely responsible, The Wahhabic on (Leir
part displayed great intolerance, especially towards the Turks, whose
morale they regarded ae lax and non-Mubammadan 3 while their opponents,
congcious of the logical soundness of Wahhabi doctrine and exasperated
by the pharisaism of Wahhabi virtue, had recourse to calummnies and
misrepresentations. The result was that each side virtually placed the
other outside the pale of Tslam, and that the ‘Wahhabis, who were the
more warlike, declared the lives and property of their antagoniste to have
been forfeited by religious infidelity and applied themselves to execute the
sentence.  On the one hand it must be admitted that the opposition to

p V.,
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the Whahabis proceeded largely from persons, such as the Shaifs of
Makkah, whose pecuniary interests the disconragement of honours paid
o the memories and tombs of the illustrions dead threatened to aﬂ’ect.;
and, on the other, that the common herd of Wahhibis, \vhile: they did
not understand the higher principles at issue but rather dwelt with narrow-
minded complaceney on such details as the prohibition of gold and silk
attive, of rosaries, and of tobaeco, revelled in the pillage and plunder which
the punishment of the unbelievers rendered Ia\vfn} sl.l-ld even obligatory.
with Christians and Jews the early Wahhabis did not come much in
contact ; but theiv feelings towards such appear to have heen much less
bitter than towards those whom they regarded as false Muhammadans,

These preliminary obeervations will be illustrated by the history
which follows of the Wabhali power in Najd.

MUHAMMAD-BIN-SA’UD, before 1763.

The first secular chiel to adopt Walhabi prineiples, and to bring his
poliey and administration into harmeny with them, was Muhammad-
bin-Sa’ad, Shaikh of Dara’iy
ion the reformer Mubammad or *Abdul Wahhab lived during the later

ruh, in whose town and under whose proteo-

and most
family, known as the Al Maqran, of the Misi

tive part of his career.  Mubammad-hin-Sa’ad belonged to a

Ith section of the Wald
+Ali division of the "Anizah tribe; and from the nume of his father

i

wis
derived the alternative family name of Al 8a’ad, which has been trans-
mitted to his descendunts, and in virtue of which the Walhali Amir is

to the present day called “Tbn-Sa'ad,” in contradistinetion to 1.
Rashid, "’ the Amir for the time being of Jabal Shammar, At the time
of his adopting Wahlabi beliefs Muhammad-bin-8a’ad was at feud with
Daham-bin-Daus, Shaikh of the neighbouring town of Riyidh ; and the
gtrength which Walhabism gave to his cause enalled him to break the
power of this rival, whom le at first reduced to the position of a tributary,
e also carried his arms into the eastern provinee of Hasa; but againgt
the Bani Khalid Shaikhs, who for alout a century had been predominant,
in that region, he failed to obtain any success,*®

* Aceording to amother account however, Muhammad, though Le achieved the
wudiication of & great part of Central ;}r:ﬂlm. including possibly Jabal Shammar, made it
his maxim “not to undermine the cliff,” or, in other words, not to provoke neighbour-
ing powe s of dangerous strength. If so, hig policy of cantion and restraint must very

soon huve been abandoned by his successor for one’of aggression.



