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70. Tablet No. 12

77. Tablet No. 12

78. Mysteries of Past, page 162

79. Four Thousand Years Ago, page 67

80. Look at the Map.
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82. Looking for Dilmun, pp. 358-359

83. Persian Gulf

84. Bahrain Lands - From Ancient to The Present, page 48
85. Ibid, page 48

86. Ibid, page 48

87. Ancient World History, page 374
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NOTES:

1. Looking for Dilmun, Page 460

2. Four Thousand Years Ago, pp. 46-46

3. E.S.O.P. Volume B8, part 1, Dilmun Seals and sun-god
4. Look at the map on page ....

5. Mysteries of The Past, page 161

6. Mysteries of The Past, 162

7. Sumerian Records from Drehem, page 29, Tablet V111,
8. She-Kid: Female goat

9. Sumerian Economic Texts from The Drehem Archives, page 105
10. Ibid, page 107

11.  Looking for Dilmun Page 379

12. The Face of the Ancient Orient, pp. 23-24

13.  Mysteries of The Past, page 160

14. Looking for Dilmun, page 207

15. Looking for Dilmun, page 207

16.  Looking for Dilmun, page 206

17. Looking for Dilmun, page 210

18. Loeking for Dilmun, page 207

19.  Looking for Dilmun, page 207

20. Looking for Dilmun, page 204

21.  Looking for Dilmun, page 204

22. Sumerian - History and Principles - §. Noha, page 71
23.  Looking for Dilmun, page 205

24.  Looking for Dilmun, page 371

25. Looking for Dilmun, page 371-373

26. Looking for Dilmun, page 372

27. Tablet No. 10 and No. 20

28, Tablet No. 20

29, Tablet No. 20

30. Tablet No. 20

31. Tablet No. 20

32. Tablet No. 12 and No. 20

33, Mysteries of The Past, page 164

34.  Later in this paper.

35. Later in this paper.
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destroyed Dilmun as a trading power or centre, that was the cause of
Dilmun’s final extinction after a period of a century and half of final decline.
All those invasions, destruction and burnings of Dilmun were due to
“legendary’ wealth of its cities, earned from international trade. Each one of
those devastations affected Dilmun because it caused the transference of their
wealth to the occupying military powers and helped in the weakening of their
sea power and their colonies and delayed their normal trade-importing and
exports for a long period of time. Tt made the importing and exporting
countries dealing with Dilmun to make alternative arrangements by them-
selves or through other powers. Tablets of Ur tell us that Dilmun ships were
the only ships handling sea-trade coming to their ports and in some cases from
Makan and Meluhha or both and sometimes all three, including Dilmun.
Military action against Dilmun marked the beginning of their decine. In their
finest hour their ships were the only ones operating there.

It is possible that the Dilmunian traders and those who had the knowledge
of trade and navigation started moving out of unsate Dilmun with their wealth
and began 1o establish themselves or even helped in the development of a
second best possible trade centre, which could take Dilmun’s position. The
trade centre could be near Dilmun trading in the same products. It could be
Magan or Meluhha, which is not certain or it could be a third colony!

Third: One or more cultures which Dilmun trade with could have faced
local and foreign political and economic difficudties. Cultures such as
Meluhha or Mesopotamia or Magan or Egypt or Gulf area, because of civil
war, economic decline or political difficulties affected Dilmun. Mesopotamia
and the Gulf area were facing such problems from time to time, and they were
the nearest countries to Dilmun. Therefore, there were no sure and safe trade
routes to be taken and no more assured profits to come in, There was no
reason for Dilmun to exist and flourish,
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“A Babyloman ship.”

extensive quantities of different goods, such as Ivory comb, (copper in lieu of
Ivory), Carnelian. Sailors, Es-shagan (possibly Teak wocd) and Lapis Lazuli
stone.

Second: Foreign interference in the local affairs of Dilmun. Events such as,
Sargon the Assyrian’s occupation, burning and destruction of the city of
Dilmun (the city was known by the name Mniduk-ki or Niduk-ki) and dated
at 2,872 B.C. Elam did the same in 2,822 B.C. (83) and Sargon the Akkadian
also did the same as the other two to the city known as Koloum or Dyloum or
Tyloum in 2,3000 B.C. The city of Dilmun, itself, was possibly burnt after
nearly 500 years of its history and power near about 1,800 B.C. The city
known to the archaeologist as City 111, was burnt by unknown people. It was
not recorded in any tablet as to who burnt the city. Archaeologists tell us that
it was burnt about 1,200 B.C. Qur tablets have recorded that the Dilmun’s
kingdom was burnt in 659 B.C. by an Assyrian, and that last military action
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Who was the great merchant 1YA-
Nasser whose story has bheen
preserved in inscriptions on
stone?

There were as many as 42 items
of Merchandise in which the
ancient Dilmunians traded.

discovered city which was built in 2,850 B.C. A culture reaches its golden
period, a period of its highest level of development and power, Dilmun’s
culture did reach its golden period near about 1,813 to 1,790 B.C. or in our
friend “Ea-Nasir’s” time. The final stage of a culture is its decline and fall.
The period of decline could be short or long. In the case of Dilmun
civilization it had a long period of decline. Its decline started in the Sargon of
Assyria period 705 B.C. and ended near about 500 B.C., the date of the last
document with the name of Dilmun on it. The decline began after a short
occupation of Dilmun by Sargon and the destruction and burning of Dilmun’s
city, not to say of the wealth of Dilmun being carried away to Sargon's cities.

Nearly 2,500 years of history as a transit trading centre were followed by
nearly 2,500 years of silence and forgetfulness finally to be recorded in history
as a lost civilization.

The possible reasons for the decline and fall of Dilmun as a transit trading
centre are as follows:

First: “Its prosperity had depended on the transit trade of luxury goods
from the Indus Valley and of copper from Makan and the Indus trade was
disrupted by the sack of the Indus cities (Aryans — 1,600 B.C.)" (1).
Perhaps, “a similar invasion of Indo-European speakers, had at the same
time disrupted the Makan copper trade and that Dilmun had stagnated.™ (82)
By the loss of the Indus Valley, a large and important market for their
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is the question left for archaeological discovery in future. There is one item
whose name is lost completely (71),

Ornament of the King, ‘th...” (72) lends grace or beauty from Sealand, it
could be from a high quality semi-precious stone.

Garments from Ur, the qualities of it, onc for noble garment (73) and
another for fine garment (74).

Dilmun for unknown reason(s) received a Tribute of what we are not sure
but we are positive it came from Elam (75). It is noticeable that Dilmun was
not a military-based culture, but a trade centre for import and export with
colonies to and from without military power,

Slave trade or a highly trained technical personnel was one of the most
unusual traits of Dilmun. There are records on tablets that they traded Sailors
from Meluhha (Inuf) (76) and Ur (77); as to where they exported them we are
not sure yet,

111 — THE RISE AND FALL OF DILMUN CIVILIZATION:

“Tilmun (Dilmun) was just a point of transfer, the copper was mined at
Magan (Oman), brought to Tilmun, and there put aboard “"Tilmun boats™ —
boats that plicd from Mesopotamia to Tilmun and back. (78)" The fact of the
matter is that the civilized people ... in Egypt and Mesopotamia and the Indus
Valley were essentially farming communities, in spite of their large import
and export trade. There were others no less civilized whose main means of
livelihood was international trade, and whose prosperity, and even suste-
nance, depended on keeping open the seafaring routes that they had done so
much to establish. The first among these sea-trading powers was Dilmun, the
first to appear in history, and the first to fall.” (79)

Dilmun, as a go-between trade centre was established because, first, of the
necessity and the need for such a trade centre to be established between
Meluhha, Magan, Mesopotamia and Egypt. Second, because of the lack of
such a trade centre in the area or even near to it, which could organize and
handle their expanded trade through their import and export. Third, the
background knowledge in trade, different languages — the first established
city in Dilmun (city 1) was of a mixed culture which the non-native people
established in Dilmun where they mainly had the knowledge of navigation
(sea, ships).

Dilmun expanded its trade routes and colonies over a vast area (80), but as
any culture, military or trade, will sooner or later reach a period of rise and
establishing itself, for Dilmun it was not later than time of their first
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Precious or semi-precious items such as Ivory (rod) (52) and Ivory Comb
(53) about which we are positive that they were imported from none other
than Meluhha (Indus)

As a go-between trade centre. Dilmun manufactured only a small
percentage of its trade items. (Copper) manufactured is a good proof of their
highly civilized and developed culture. This manufactured copper was an item
“in lieu of Ivory™ (54) and copper ore itself was manufactured so that they
could ship more to their trading partners and save space and weight,

Live animals, “Suckling she-kid' " (55) and “male goat™ (55) both from
Magan for a major temple city of Mesopotamia.

6 — Stones:

Lapos Lazuli (56), a blue semi-precious stone often having sparkling bits of
an iron compound. It is plentiful in Badakhshan province of Afghanistan
and is believed to be the best in the world. The province of Kataghan
Badakshan lies to the extreme east of the Kingdom, (57) Alghanistan is the
only area nearest to Dilmun which could export its wealth of semi-precious
stone of Lapis Lazuli,

Carnclian, or as has been recorded in the Meluhha (Indus) (58). Itis a hard
tough reddish quartz used as a gem. Indus exported it from “Rajputana, east
of India which is a bountiful source of it.” (59)

Antimony-eye paint (60) — a brittle silvery white metallic chemical used in
alloys. The culture that produced it is not recorded but in the present time,
the women of the Gulf states do use a similar paint imported from India.

Crystal from Marhashi (61) — a transparent quartz, clear glass. We do not
know the location of Marhashi.

Two unknown stones from Magan, first, Shiman-stone (62), second,
U-stone (63). The use of these two stones could not be discovered or may be
that it is not its present name, From my background knowledge I can say that
the mative medical men used it before the modernization of the medical
services in the Persian Gulf states. Stones from Oman-Magan — that had
some medical usefulness for pains or illness are still used and sold but in very
limited quantities and at few locations. That kind of medical service was
known as natural medicine, using the natural produce of plants, sea, or
stones.

Finally there are the stones, one is called the Elligu stone (65) based on the
country it has been exported from. What was its use i$ a question to be
answered still. The names of two other stones (66), (67) are unknown as also
of the exporting country.

7 — Others:

Merahdu (68), Arazum (69) and Hulumun (70) are recorded on the tablets
and texts but it could not be understood as to what it was or from where it was
imported. The strength of ...?? from Magan, the strength of what or for what
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developed and civilized culture because the use of copper needs background
knowledge and information of different fields of sciences, Mesopotamia had
that knowledge of copper, and they were without a doubt a highly developed
culture, Mesopotamia got its copper from Dilmun. Dilmun knew about the
use of copper and we know that it manufactured it and used it also. It was
mined in Makan, but Makan did not use it or manufacture it. It had no
knowledge of it, yet. If Mesopotamia was a developed culture because of the
knowledge of copper, then, Dilmun should be at least of the same level of
historical development in civilization. They had that knowledge even befare
Mesopotamia and they transferred it through their trade to Mesopotamia and
may be they transferred this knowledge too.

“Diorite was a hard fire-stone used in making statues of important people
as kings and rulers. It was brought from Makan again. A large quantity of
silver was brought from Ur as a trade standard of money to buy copper and
other goods from Dilmun.(47). We have bronze (oblong pieces), but we do
not have any idea of how much was its trade or from where was it imported
(48). Good Ore?? of what and the quantity of it we do not know. It is from

ZLALMGAR WHICH HAS NOT YET BEEN LOCATED(49).

5 — Animal Products:

Wool was product in demand and was brought from three places (30).
From Zlalmgar, whose location is not known; Elam — west of Iran — and
finally from Ur They were of different qualities. The one which was imported
from Ur, was of ordinaryquality used in making mattresses, and for clothes or
dresses they used high quality material, Ur also exported to Dilmun, leather
the quantity and the use of it are not known yet(51).

"“Dilmun’s war-ship which was used against the Assyrians, possibly in the
Assyrian period,”

e =g
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manufactured locally in Dilmun, Their copper was {rom Makan, and wood
wasecond, because  .,.counting-boards ?7 reed, “mes-tree seems to be the
Mulberry, grown there (Magan)”. (35) It is possible that the Mes-tree is
Mulberry but it was from Magan (36), Mulberry wood still is the best possible
tree that could produce that quality of wood in Oman.

3- Agricultural Products:

These were grain (38) and Sesame-Oil (39) both products were traded with
Ur. Dates (40) were Dilmun’s local product and were recorded to be of good
quality, “.another tradition that may be no less reliable was that the date
palim was a valuable new crop which the settlers soon learnt to exploit in full
and had come originally from Dilmun.” (41) It is possible that they traded mn
dates, honey also, because in 1978, the Museum authorities of Bahrain
discovered in Makasha Vllage a date-honey factory.

4-Mincrals

Gold had a very different story in Dilmun trade. (42) It was transported to
an area named Tukrish, which is unknown. It was, thereafter, transported
from Marali where it was mined, but we also do not know where Marali was.

Copper had a noticeable and important part in the development of Dilmun
Civilization (43). A tablet dated 1,900 B.C, of a Dilmun trader in Ur by name
of Ea-nasir records # trade transaction of Dilmun “of 13,177 minas of copper
according to the standard of Dilmun received of copper according to the
standard of Dilmun received by (the name is lost) at Dilmun ... (44) “This
tablet is important for two reasons. First because it tells us that the copper
acquired in Dilmun arrived there from some other place; and, second,
because it gives us some idea of the total weight of copper which transiled the
Gulf.”” (45) The shipment of copper for Ea-nasir was near 182 (cighteen and
a half) metric tons. 18%2 metric tons is a very large quantily for one single
shipment nearly 4.000 years ago, The price was high, not less than US520,000
as per the price a few years ago. Copper came to Dilmun from ‘Makan' and it
is believed that it is Oman or the southern part of the Arabian Peninsula. It is
because *“Makan must have been within fairly easy sailing distance of Dilmun.
From the specific argument of copper analysis; a large number of copper
objects from Mesopotamia of the period 3,000 — 2,000 B.C. had been
analysed, and it was found to contain a slight trace of about0.2 — 0.3 per cent
of nickel. Nickel is fairly rare as an impurity in copper; and similarly a mixture
of nickel has been found in a single specimen of copper ore from what was
reported to be “ancient workings in the territory of the Sultan of Muscat and
Oman.” (46).

We know that the use of copper is a mark of high civilization and culture, If
you have the knowledge of ‘magical copper’ you should be of a highly
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finally trade from Dilmun was only in its local products such as dates and
pearls *fish-eyes’. The products and goods that Dilmun in with the four
corners of the ancient world are as follows:-

I-Sea products:

Pearls or fish-eyes as the Mesopotamians called it. The Dilmunian divers
fished for pearls in their warm sea-waters in the western and southern area.
Fish eye of Dilmun was a known trade name even in those days and up to the
present time. (27)

White Coral (so a), a stony or horny material that forms skeleton of
colonies of tiny polys and used in the form of jewels. We are not sure yet from
where they brought the white coral. (28)

Tortoise shell — The purpose of its use is unknown yet but we think that
they traded in it from an area near the Aranoam Sea. Large tortoise is not
found in Gulf waters and hence they could be trading with Makan, near the
Arabian Sea, Oman or Meluhha {(Indus Valley). (29).

2-Wood:

Es-shagan wood, from Meluhha (Indus), could be “teak wood’ (30), which
Meluhha is still known for, Sea-wood from Meluhha. but we do not have any
idea of what 1ype of wood it was, (31)

Ebony, a hard heavy wood from Sea-land. (32). Mesopotamia was called
the Sea-land and “Bit-lakin® (House of lakin). Secaland’s power was in
southern Babelon during Sargon’s period in 800 B.C. “Sargon also tells us
that it lay on the shore of the Bitter Sea (Persian Gulf), and that it had a
common frontier, not only with Dilmun, but also with Elam .., the question is
whether Bit-lakin lay on the northern Persian coast or on the Southern
Arabian coast of the Bitter Sea on Dilmun side.” (32)

Woaoden rod with copper. a straight slender stick with copper, we know
that the copper came from Magan (Oman). (33) and possibly it was
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cubes of polished chert, measuring differently, “one less than a centimeter a
side and another incredibly tiny, and one more than four millimeters a side.”
(24)

The other stones wee not immediately recognised as weights by the Danish
Expedition, “They were larger spheres of polished marble with two flattened
sides™ (25) Finally it was related to the Harappan Civilization. The stone
weights weighed 1370 grams, 685 grams, 170 grams, 13.5 grams, 1.7 grams
and 27 grams. ““The smaller ones were thus a %2, %, 1/15, 1/100, and 1/800 of
the largest. They agreed to within less than one percent deviation, compared
to the weights found in the Indus Cities.” (26)

The least possible weight for Dilmun mina is 1.329 grams and the greatest
possible weight is 1.411 grams. The mean of these two figures is 1.370 grams.
The average of all the weights of this size found in the Indus Valley is 1.375!

There could be three reasons or possibilities for Dilmun to use The Indus
Valley's weight standard. First, that the first commercial or trade relationship
by Dilmun was established not with Mesopotamia, Ur, but with the Indus
Valley. Second that Indus was the major trading centre or colony with
Dilmun than other(s), Mesopotomia-Ur, Third, that Dilmun was a mixed
culture, so it is possible that a minority or majority of the Dilmunians or even
the part that was commercially active could be of Indus orngin.

C — WHAT, WHERE THE DILMUNIANS TRADED WITH?

Looking at the map of Dilmun’s trade it seems an unbelicvably vast area, to
trade with. That area contained different cultures, languages and religious
beliefs, which a Dilmun trader had to deal with. As per modern political
boundaries, they traded with India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Oman,
U.A.E., Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq and Egypt or in other words the
half of the Middle-Eastern area.

They traded in nearly 42 different products and items most of which we
know and some of which we do not know because of change in nomenclature
from their ancient period to the present day. We do not know the location of
some of the items. They traded in different items such as wood products,
animal products, sea-products, stones (precious or semi-precious or others),
minerals, agricultural and other general items.

The oldest tablet dated, 2,300 B.C. covering Dilmun trade, tells us that
Sargon had traded with Dilmun, Makan (Oman) and the Indus Valley
(Meluhha). The Third Dynasty of Ur around 2,100 B.C. traded with Makan
and Dilmun and our main source of information is the tablets and economic
texts, dated B.C. 1,900 of a man who was a Dilmun trader in copper,
Ea-nasir, Because of reasons which 1 will record in the last part of this paper,
a period of decline in Dilmun trade started during the Kassite period, and
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Tablet No.20:

This tablet belongs to the Ningal temple in Ur, dated between 1,907 to
1,871 B.C. * (...) copper ingots of 4 talents, 4 copper ingots of 3 talents each,
11 sheals of oblong pieces of bronze, 3 kidney-shaped beads of Carnelian, 3
‘fish-eyes’ (pearls)?, 8 (...) stones, 9 sila of white coral, 3)...) stones, 5%
minas of rods of ivory, 30 picces of tortoise-shell (?), 1 wooden rod with
cooper (...), Livory comb, 1 mina of copper in licu of ivory, 3 minas of elligue
stone, 2 measures of antimony (eye-paint), 3 shekels of mershdu, (...)
countingboards (?) of Makan reed, 3 sheiles of (---), 15 shekels of Arazum,
(-..) shekels of Hulumum, fro, as expedition to Dilmun, tithe for the goddess
Ningal, from individual participants..” (23)

B — DILMUN WEIGHT STANDARDS:

Dilmun Civilization used a standard of weight that was not the same as Ur's
but was very closely related to the Indus Valley’s, logically Dilmun had to be
influenced by an advanced culture closest to them, Ur-Mesopotamia — and
not the farthest to them, Indus-Valley-Meluhha-. The stone weight which had
been discovered by the Danish Group in Bahrain Islands were small or large
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transport to you ... wool, tributes; May the shrine Ur, the dais of
kingship, the ...... gity, transport to you grain, sesame-oil, noble
garments, fine garments,  sailors, May the wide sea bring you its
abundance. The city — its dwellings are good dewllings, Dilmun — its
dwellings, are good dwellings ...” (17)

Tablet No.13:
A receipt tablet issued by Lu-Endilla for goods received from the temple of

Nanar, the principal temple in the city of Ur, dated between 2,026 to 2,024
B.C. “Sixty talents of wool, seventy garments, one hundred and eighty skins,
six hur of good sesame-oil, as merchandise for buying copper.” (18)

Tablet No.l4:
This tablet is same as No.13. “Fifteen garments, 2/3 of a talent of wool, as

merchandise for buying copper from Makan.” (19)

Tablet No.15:

A tablet, letter from Nanni, to a Dilmunian copper merchant of Ur under
the name of Ea-Nasir, dated between 1,813 to 1,790 B.C. “When you came,
you said, I will give ingots to Gimil-Sin. That is what you said, but you have
not done so; you offered bad ingots to my messenger, saying, ‘Take it or leave
it’, Who am I that you should treat me so contemptuously? Are we not both
gentlemen?... Who is there among the Dilmun traders who has acted towards
me in this way? ..."" (20)

Tablet No.16:

This tablet is same as No. 15, “Of 131? minas of copper according to the
standard of Dilmun received by (the name is lost) at Dilmun, 5,532-2/3 minas
by Dilmun standard have been given to us. These Weights by Ur standards
are 611 talents 6-2/3 minas of copper, of which Ala ., has given us 245 talents
54.1/3 minas. Ea-Nasir owes for 4,271%2 minas and Nauirim-ili owes for 325
minas, a total of 450 talents 2-1/3 minas of copper by the standard of Ur. The
balance remaining is 161 talents 41/3 minas of copper.” (21)

Tablet No.17:

“Sargon of Akkad about 2,300 B.C., “made the ships from Meluhha, the
ships from Magan, the ships from Dilmun tie up along-side the quay of
Agada.”

Tablet No,18:

Gudea, the famous governor of Lagash, around 2,130 BC. had imported
diorite from Makan to fashion his numerous Statues.
Tablet No.19:

Ur-nannshe recorded many times in his tablets near 2,450 B.C. *The ships
from Dilmun brought to Ur-nannshe good wood.” (22)
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Tablet No.4:

A tablet similar to No.3. “... I suckling Goat (from) Magan (which) was
dead at birth ...." (9)

Tablet No.5:

Tablet same as No.3 and No.4 ... I (She-Goat (from) Magan, dead .,.."
(10)

Tablet No.6:

One of Yale University’s tablet collections, dated the 10th year of the
Region of Gungunum of city of Larsa 1,923 B.C. The tablet is bearing the
imprint of a Dilmun seal similar to one found in upper “Barbar”, Dilmun,
Three levels of the City II’s north-gate were dug by the Danish group, The
tablet of Ur tells of Dilmun trade. This one does not mention Dilmun. but it
records investment in Wool, wheat and seasame in a trading venture, (11)
Tablet No,7:

The tablet relates to Gutians “Gudea”, the king of the city of Lagash,
B.C.2,050. “.... Timber, Marble, Bronze and Gold are brought in from the
surrounding areas for the building of the Temple ...." (12)

Tablet No.8:

Dated to Gutians “Gudea” the king of the city of Lagash B.C.2.,050 2,200
B.C.". ... Magan and Meluhha collected timber from their mountains and
in order to build the temple of Ningirirsu-Gudea brought (these materials) to
this town ....”" (13)

Tablet No.9:

Tablet from the City of Ur dated 1,794 B.C. “Lu-Meshlamtae and
Nifsisanabsa have borrowed from Ur-Ninmar, 2 minas of Silver, 5 kur of
Sesame-oil, 30 Garments, as capital for partnership for an expedition to
Dilmun to buy Copper there ... 14,

Tablet No.10:

The tablet form Ur, dated 1,794 B.C. from Ur. “Urgur, ‘the captain of a
large boat’, for ten talents of different kinds of wool of ordinary quality,
loaded in a boat for Dilmun.” (16)

Tablet No.12:

The god of sweet water, Enki, gave his blessings to Dilmun that its

dwellings be good dwellings.
“May the land of Tukrish transport to you (i.e. to Dilmun) gold from
Harali, lapos laxuli ...; May the... land Meluhha bring you tampting (?)
precious carnalian, Meluhha bring you tampting (7) precious carnalian,
— shagan wood, fine sea worthy sailors; May the land ; Marhashi bring
you precious stone, crystal; May the land Magan bring you mighty
copper, the strength of ..., diorite, u-stone, shiman-stone, May the
Sealand transport to you ebony th.. ornament of the king; May the land
Zialmgar transport to you wool, good ore, ...; May the land of Elam
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Because of one reason or another, the go-between trade began to decline
and finally fell because of:

| - Establisment of better, stronger and newer trade centres.

2 - Natural earthquakes, volcanic eruptions etc., in the neighbouring states
or in Dilmun.

3 - War or occupation by other neighbouring powers of Dilmun for its
wealth.

4 - War for the occupation of their major trade areas or colonies; or such
happenings in the Indus Valley.

5 - Economic difficulties because of other reason(s),

“Even in those ancient days, such as 6000 B.C., men sailed from various
ports on open waters ... (5). That is my belief and I will try to prove it by
data and information which have been used in economic texts and tabloids
from Mesopotamia and those on Dilmun Seals. The possibility of Dilmun
ships reaching the vast areas they traded with is not easy to believe, That an
ancient civilization and its people such as Dilmunians could be so advanced
that they could navigate their ships over such vast seas is remarkable. Is it
possible for Dilmun sailors to have the knowledge of navigation and the art of
building strong ships which could carry heavy weights? One shipment of
copper in the year about 1900 B.C. was nearly eighteen and half metric tons,
Thercfore, was it not possible for Dilmun ships to reach the Indus Valley
(Meluhha) and Oman (Makan) and possibly Egypt?

II — GOODS AND CULTURES
A — ECONOMICAL TEXTS AND CULTURES

Tablet No.1:

Naram-Sin, the ruler of Sumer, in reporting on one of his campaigns
mentions that he, “smote the land of Magan, and Manium, the lord of
Magan, he took prisoner. In their mountains he mined stones of diorite. He
brought them to Agade his city.” (6)

Tablet No,2;

Two documents from Nippur of the Kassite period imply that Dilmun was
at that time exporting dates, and “Dilmun dates ,.... " were priced high in
Babylon.

Tablet No.3:

A tablet purely of economic use of the Dungi era (Dynasty of Ur) dated
between 2,390 and 2332 B.C., and “2,335 B.C." ... | Suckling She-Kid (of)
Magan ....” (7). (8)
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Geoffrey Bibby is one of the few who could be called a Dilmunologist, a
specialist in the history of Dilmun culture. In his book “*Looking for Dilmun™
he made a very unusual statement which proves how deeply he believed in the
ancient history of the Persian Gulf, *.....the new gencration of Arabian
Archaeologists, dare one call them Dilmunologists?™ (1). He, in his other
book, “*Four Thousand Years Ago”, depicted Dilmun as a trade centre and
how it was at the height of its power, “Dilmun is the island now known as
Bahrain and on in its northern coast the limestone defensive walls and
temples of two large cities stand out clearly, from the sea, against the dusty
green of the date palms. With its abundant springs of fresh water and
luxuriant vegetation, Dilmun has been famed for a thousand years for its
wealth and fertility. The seamen knew and, as they walked up the shelving
beach, recited in monotonous sing-song the lyrics of Dilmun, the blessed land
of the gods; how it became the home of Ziusudra, whom the gods saved trom
the Deluge, and how Gilgamesh found and lost again, the secret of
immortality.

On the beach many ships were drawn up, most of them larger than the ships
of Ur, These were the ocean-going ships from the mountainous land of
Makan (Oman), beyond the entrance to the Gulf, and ships from Meluhha
(Indus Valley), the Indus Valley itself, a whole month’s voyage to the east.
There was lively talk among the crews in the Sumerian language and a mix of
other languages of the east, while the captain was away within the walls of the
city contacting his agents and arranging for a stowage of his cargo ... And
Dilmun-owned and Dilmun-manned ships sailed from here to all parts of the
known world.” (2).

Dilmun was a “go-between trade centre™ for cultures spread as far east as
the Indus Valley Civilization (Lothal, Mohenjo-Daro), north as far as
Mesopotamia (Ur and Derhum), north east to Kerman (Tepe Yahya) in
present Iran and Bampay in Baluchistan, west to the western coast of the
Persian Gulf and U.A E_, south to Makan (Oman) and possibly to Egypt.
@), (4).

A go-between trade centre could exist in any historical era or area in the
ancient or modern period. Its existence depended on transporting the needed
merchandise and goods from one corner of the world to another; ivory from
the Indus Valley (Meluhha) and transported to Ur or buy copper from Oman
(Makan) and sell it to Sealand. In some cases they manufactured copper
material so that they could ship more copper for less storage space and,
therefore, at lesser shipping costs. The Dilmunians added their local products
which were very few such as dates and pearls (fish-eyes). The goods were
shipped by their own ships and sailors most of the time and they used other
sailors also from Makan and Sealand.
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and which contain commercial inscrip-
tions goes to prove that trade was the
ruling passion of the Dilmunians. For-
tunately for us, although these slabs
primarily depict commercial ex-
changes, they also give a clear glimpse
of the prevailing trade routes, means
of transport and current practices.
They also enable us to transport
ourselves back to those centuries and
visualise the ships anchoring on both
sides of the coast-line with the crew
relaxing on the beaches and singing
away the Galgamish Lyrics, Galgam-
ish the seeker of eternity in the depths
of the ocean. We also see in them the
glimpses of the story of the great
merchant, Iya-Nasser. While we have
drawn from different Arab and foreign
sources having a bearing on the sub-
ject we have, nevertheless, depended
basically on the slabs which were
discovered by archaelogical teams in
support of what we have presented in
these pages.
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Bahrain played an important role
in the trade and economy of the
ancient World.

Ocean-going vessels transited he-
tween the Coast-lines of Bahrain
and other States existing at that
time in the Third Century B.C.

-2 &

(by Ali Akbar H. Bushihri)

The commercial and economic life of
the ancient world was not beset with
the complexities of present-day pat-
tern but this did not prevent it from
evolving several principles of trade
and barter. This is borne out by the
immense activity in this field displayed
by the Dilmun civilisation and other
contemporary civilizations. In fact one
glance at the several slabs excavated

Al-Watheekah — 42



DILMUN: MUSIC AND TRADE

Ali Akbar Habib Bushiri

The third Millennium B.C was a period
noted for music in the civilisation of
Dilmun. Is the relaxed person shown in the
seals playing a musical instrument or drink-
ing beer?

Women had a great share in the music
sessions of Dilmun. The Oboe, the Lyre
and the Harp were the musical instruments
of ancient Dilmun.

Without a doubt the civilisation of Dilmun is considered one of
the important civilisations witnessed by the ancient world. If a
study of the ancient civilisations, their monuments and the
influence they exercised is vital to scholars, then the study of
certain aspects of the civilisation of Dilmun is even more
important for an inhabitant of the Gulf region. The Dilmun
civilization was a major tributary to the mainstream of human
history. It struck roots, prospered, mellowed and developed at
the hands of this inhabitant. In the first issue of the magazine ‘Al
Watheeka’ or the ‘Document’ we published some aspects of life
of this civilisation, for example, dress pattens, hair styles efc. In
this issue we are presenting two other aspects of it, namely
music, trade and economy.

A complete study is published in the Arabic Section of this
issue).
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KUWAIT: AN ANALYTICAL STUDY
OF THE FOUNDATION OF THE
STATE:

Rinda al Misri Qatinah

Why did the British fear the extension of
the German railway line to Kuwait?
The Russians attempted to establish a
coal-depot in Kuwait whereupon the Brit-
ish threatened them with a world war.
The railway line generated conflict be-
tween the big powers over the question of
Kuwait but the First World War intervened
to terminate it.

The student of the history of Kuwait has but to tarry long over
the reign of Shaikh Mubarak. That was a period in its history
noted for various events which usually precede or accompany
the birthpangs of any State in the normal course. These
circumstances were extremely hard because of the climate of
fury and heat generated by the keen competition between the

_ British, the French, the Russians, the Germans, the Ottomans
and other local powers over Kuwait and the Gulf. Shaikh
Mubarak had to deal with the complex situation and manoeuvre
as best as he could with powers which were in conflict with one
another so that he could steer the ship of State safe though the
surrounding storm.

How did the policies of Kuwait shape during the reign of
Shaikh Mubarak? How was it possible for this person to deal
with these powers? This is what has been analysed in this part
of the study of the History of Bahrain.

The second part of the study appears in the Arabic Section.
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14. ‘Karmal': It is a weak tree without thorns in it. The proverb
quoted is: “The despicable brought a small tree” (Al Munjid).
Doha is a great lofty tree and here is a description of the progeny
of Fadhl by comparing it to Doha and all others were compared
to a short and weak tree without thorns.

15. ‘Lectures on the History of Islamic Nations' by Shaikh
Mohammed Al Khadari Bey page 476.

16. A kind of boat;Al Ghorab'

17. It refers to the agreement which has been mentioned
previously
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and his Empire lasted until 1368. Tamerlane is from his progeny
(The Arab Encyclopedia, Maisara page 650).

4. Halaku Khan (1217 to 1265). The Moghul conqueror who
was the grandson of Chenghis Khan. He sent his brother Manku
Khan the grand Moghul to put down the revolt in Fars. He
crossed the river Gehon in the year 1256. All the small princes of
Fars announced their allegiance to him. During this invasion he
slaughtered the Assassins and killed their leader Ruknuddin. He
then turned west and invaded Baghadad which fell in the year
1258. After negotiations with the Abbasid Caliph Al Musta’'sam
Billah he killed the Caliph and a great number of his men and
plundered and looted his palace. He moved north of Syria in
1260 AD and conquered Aleppo and massacred a great number
of its inhabitants. The Mameluke refused to surrender to him
and Sultan Qatas fought the Tatars in Ayn Jaloot near Nazaret
in Palestine. Halaku surrendered and withdrew eastwards (The
Arab Encyclopedia, published by Darul Nahda, Lebancn, 1981).
5. Al Kamil, Vol.12, pages 245-246/

6. The History of Islam, by Dr. Hassan |brahim Hassan,
Vol.1V, page 146.

7. Dr. Hassan |brahim Hassan, The History of Islam, Vol.1V,
page 153.

8. |Ibid.

9. The History of Islam, by Hassan Ibrahim Hassan, Vol. 1V.
10 .Abu Majid: He is Mohammed Bin Ali the father of Masood.
11. ‘Al Maganib’ are the horses which were gathered for the
invasion (Al Munjid)

12. In this couplet the poet refers to the fact that Mamdooh
Masood was the grandfather of his mother whose name was Al
Fadh! Bin Abdulla Bin Ali Al Ayouni which means that the family
of Al Fadhl were the uncles of Masood and this was the secret of
the help given by Al Fadhl to Masood.

13. It was a prison resembling a subterranean cell into which
the prisoner was lowered by means of a rope, then the rope was
removed and the prisoner was left in the deep pit. They used to
provide water to him by means of rope (The Writer-

Al-Watheekah — 38



Footnotes:

1. Lectures on ‘The History of Islamic Nations' (The Abbasid
State) by Shaikh Mohammed Al Khadari Bey, page 438.

2. The meaning of the word Tatar has changed its general
connotation from time to time. This word was applied to groups
of the Tatar tribes whose mention appears in the inscriptions of
the Turkish historians dating back to the 2nd Century H. This
name was also applied to the Mongols generally or to a group
among them. In the course of the various Mongol conquests
which occurred in the 7th Century Hijra the conquerors were
referred to as Tatars no matter from where they came, whether
from China, from the Islamic countries, from Russia or West
Europe. Ibn Athir has called the forefathers of Chengis Khan by
the name of Tatars. They were the first Tatars. The name
Mongol did not appear on the pages of history until the 4th
Century of Hijra (10th Century AD). Most probably the term was
applied to those groups who gathered together under the
banner of one of the fribal leaders who assumed that name and
thereafter he extended his influence to all allied tribes and thus
the whole lot were called by the name of Mongol. See the
History of Islam’ by Dr. Hassan Ibrahim Hassan, Part 1V pages
130 - 131.

3. Chengis Khan (1167 -1227 AD), the Mongol Conqueror. His
original name was Timojen. Acquired his title in the year 1206
after completing the conquest of Mongolia and establishing his
capital in Karakuram. He attacked the Shan Empire in 1213 in
the north of China and in the 1215 he had occupied most of its
areas including its capital Yenshing (the present Penang). He
conquered Turkey between 1214 to 1224, the land beyond the
river and Afghanistan and he also invaded Iran and the states
which at present are located in the south of Russia. He died
during his war against the Shans and his emppire was divided
between his 3 sons. The wars of Chenghis Khan were noted for
their cruel slaughter but all the same he was a competent ruler
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However, the situation did not remain like this for very long in
the face of the Mongol invasion. Sultan Abu Bakr changed
overnight against the Caliphate which was taking its last breaths
and started announcing his love for the Mongols. He sent costly
gifts with his brother for delivering them to Otatai Bin Chengis
Khan and to his successor in the Mongol hierarchy and thus was
able to turn the Mongol danger away fromm his country.
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the year 633 H and this was the year in which Sultan Abu Bakr
launched his attack againt Bahrain. In any case Suitan Abu Bakr
attacked Bahrain with a big force, This force was met in battle by
Emir Mohammed Bin Majid Al Ayouni and the bloody battle
which ensued resulted in the defeat of the army of Qais and the
victory of the ivading force. Sultan Abu Bakr did not forget his
defeatshardly had he returned to Qais that he started preparing
for another invasion.

In the meantime the situation had changed. The Tatars had
swept the second State of Khwarazm in a brutal attack for the
second time and Killed Sultan Jalaluddin Mankabarti in the
middle of Shawal 628 H or August 1231 AD. The various Islamic
States were exposed to the sweeping Tatar attacks which were
concentrated eastward. Sultan Abu Bakr found himself alone
after the cavalry had trampled the land which once was allied
with him against the Caliphate. He, therefore, started contacts
with the Caliph and announced his allegaince to him and
undertook to pay to the Caliphate the same income which he
was paying to the rulers of Bin Qaisar after abtaining the same
from the Ayounis. Thus after having paved the way future
invasion, he prepared a big army which he led by himself. A
great number of the Arabs of the coast also joined them and
attacked the Island of Bahrain, which was captured. They killed
Emir Mohammed Bin Mohammed Bin Majid. All the property and
belongings of the Ayounis were confiscated and they were
subjected to widespread killing and oppression. With the murder
of Emir Mohammed, the Ayouni rule in Bahrain ended in the
year 636 H. Dr. Al Hamidan has written quoting from ‘Wussaf Al
Hadra': "This gives some useful information about the rela-
tionship between the Atabek Fars with the Abbasid Caliphate
wherein it has been said that after occupying Awal they named it
Bahrain which is proved by the poetical works of Caliph
Musta'ssam Billah. Every year its income was noted down and
its tribute was calculated and sent to Baghdad by hand of a
representative of the Caliph in Awali".
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new reality became obvious in the thinking of the ruler
Mohammed Bin Mohammed Bin Majid Bin Ali Al Ayouni, the
cousin of the ruler of Bahrain Amir Mansoor Bin Ali Bin Majid.
Hence Emir Mohammed hastened io Baghdad to liaise with the
Caliph and explain to him the situation and requesting his
assistance in freeing himself from his enemies who were
dominating Qais and from the rule of his cousin Emir Mansoor
who had surrendered to them and had agreed to pay them the
tribute. The Caliph extended his assistance readily and placed a
military force at his disposal which enabled him to drive out his
cousin Emir Mansur Bin Ali and capture Qatif and Bahrain in the
year 630 H.

Thereafter the events started happening fast. This change
infuriated Sultan Abu Bakr who was provoked in Bahrain's
attempt to get out of his influence and in seeking the assistance
of the Caliph of Baghdad. So he mobilised a big force to occupy
Bahrain and Qatif. Here we should tarry a while for a
consideration of what has been written by some writers on this
point. Some of them say that Emir Asfoor Bin Rashid occupied
Qatif in the year 633 H establishing the State of Asfoors there
and that he had established contact for this purpose with Suitan
Abu Bakr in Qais who had helped him in assuming rule over
Qatif and in liquidating the rule of the Ayounis over it. If the battle
took place between Emir Mohammed Bin Majid and Sultan Abu
Bakr in 633 H it would mean that according to the opinion quoted
above, Emir Mohammed Bin Majid faced at one and the same
time a battle against the ruler of Qais from the east and that of
the Asfoors from the west. He was not in a position to cope with
such a situation. What is logical historically is that Emir
Mohammed Bin Majid entered into an alliance with Astoor Bin
Rashid to face the danger coming from Qais in return for his
abdicating rule over Qatif as its price. This also proves as per
available sources that the rule of Emir Mohammed Bin Majid
over Qatif lasted only 3 years and 5 months whereas his rule
over Bahrain lasted 5 years and 5 months. So if the beginning of
his rule was in the year 630 H then he should have left Qatif in
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The Al Ayouni Prince gives up Qatif to
face a bigger danger advancing from the
east.

to the wealth of the Island. It was easy for this non-naval force to
obtain ships from the contending powers in the Gulf waters for
transportation of soldiers. Accordingly the people of Qais
provided the required number of ships to Sultan Abu Bakr who
provided the army under the command of (Salahuddin Moham-
med Dilar) and ordered him to kill Saifuddin Abu Nasr if he fell a
prisoner in his hands. Thus the ships of Qais transported the
force bound for the invasion of Qais. The force launched its
attack in the month of Mohurrum in the year 628 H. The result of
the fighting was that Qais was occupied and the ruler Saifuddin
Abu Nasr was captured and killed. After the occupation of the
Island, Sultan Abu Bakr Saad Bin Zanki, appointed Shahabud-
din Mahmood Bin Issa as the ruler and sent his other deputies to
the ruler of Bahrain Mansoor Bin Ali Al Ayouni asking for the
share of profits provided for in the Al Fadhl agreement to be paid
to the new ruler of Qais and once again Amir Mansoor agreed to
pay the dues accordingly.

Qais, was therefore no longer subversvient to the Abbasid
Caliphate after it passed under the rule of Abu Bakr Saad Bin
Zanki, the ally of Mankabarti who had taken a hostile position
against the Khwarazmis in respect of the Caliphate. This fact in
its turn led to a change in the course of events in respect of
Bahrain. Bahrain which was under the Caliphate represented a
part of the Islamic world which looked at the Abbasid Caliphate
as a symbol of Islam even though it had no effective power and
authority but the change in Qais placed this Island in a camp
opposed to the Caliphate. Moreover the agreement which had
been signed by Al Fadhl with Qais and which had fettered the
Ayouni ruler had placed the burden of payment on Bahrain. This
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goods to distant regions such as to India and Africa also
accounted for the prosperity of the Emirates which had very little
population content. It was this wealth which attracted the
Salgrids and Sultan Abu Bakr took the lead in kindling the fire of
mutual conflict between the two states. He contacted the ruler of
Hormuz Saifuddin Abu Nasr and goaded him to attack Qais and
to do away with the rule of the sons of Qaiser and promised him
his soldiers and assistance. He also promised to get the ships
ready for transportating this force to Qais and added that the
ruler of Hormuz, in the event of his victory, will rule the Island of
Qais and in addition will receive 1/3 of the income of Qais
including what Qais gained from Bahrain according to the
agreement which had been concluded by Al Fadhl Al Ayouni.
Sultan Abu Bakr was to get 2/3rds of the income of which the
ruler of Hormuz agreed. An agreement between the two parties
was concluded and forces were gathered and launched against
the Island of Qais in accordance with the agreement. The attack
was successful and the attacking troops captured Sultan
Qiwamuddin and killed him on Tuesday 12 Jamadi al Akhiria,
626 H. With his murder ended the rule of Bani Qaiser and the
ruler of Hormuz, Saifuddin Abu Nasr assumed rule. No sooner
had he assumed charge that he sent his messenger to Mansoor
Bin Ali Al Ayouni, the ruler of Bahrain and Qatif demanding from
him the payment of income as provided for in the agreement
signed with Al Fadhl and according to which Qais was to be paid
the amount. Mansoor handed over the dues to the messengers
of Saifuddin.

Saifuddin Abu Nasr remained on the throne of Qais for a
period of 2 years but it seems that the ambitions of the ruler of
Hormuz were not hidden from his ally Sultan Abu Bakr Bin Saad
Bin Zanki. When the people of Qais expressed their disgust with
the oppressive rule of Saifuddin, Abu Nasr started correspond-
ing with Sultan Abu Bakr over the question, he demanded from
them provision of the necessary ships from him for transporting
his soldiers so that they could relieve the people of Qais from the
overlordship of Hormuz. He was another one who was attracted
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In any case the rulers of Bahrain who came after Al Fadhl Al
Ayouni honoured this agreement despite the fact that it was the
cause of dissolution of the Ayouni rule and the coming in of the
Asfoor State followed by the Jaburs. The logical thing here is
that the agreement continued to remain even after the departure
of Al Fadhl because of the naval power of Qais. The relations
between Bahrain and Qais remained friendly during the period
606 H to 626 H. This was a period when the rule of Emir
Ghayasuddin Bin Al Emir Tajuddin Jamshed ended and he was
succeeded by Sultan Qiwamuddin.

The relations between Qais and the Emirates of Hormuz were
very bad. The State of Hormuz with its naval power became a
serious contestant to Qais. When Hormuz came to possess a
fleet which was strong enough to conduct trade, fishing and
pearl-diving, a series of incidents occurred between the two
States. As a result of these differences the Atabek of Shiraz in
which the Salgarid State had been established assumed a new
role. Sultan Saad Bin Zanki was working towards, as we have
referred to before, attacking the Caliph in alliance with the
Sultan of Khwarazm Jalaluddin Mankabarti who considered the
Caliph being responsible for provoking the Mongols against his
father. The two Emirates in Qais and Hormuz which were
adjacent to each other both owed allegiance to the Caliph. A
conflict arose between them but Saad Zanki did not possess any
naval fleet which could enable him to militarily intervene to do
away with the two Emirates or at least one of them. He,
therefore, had no other alternative but to provoke conflict and
feuds between the two powers and this is what he and his son
Abu Bakr did. If the agreement between the Salgarid State (the
Atabeks of Shiraz) and the Khwarazm under the rule of
Jalaluddin Mankabarti was the first factor in pitching the Salgarid
against Qais and Hormuz, the other was the economic factor
according to some historians as being the cause of wars and
conflicts here. The two Emirates which were in conflict with each
other were more rich than the other Emirates. The pearl-banks
and fisheries and income from transit-trade and transportation of
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landed there and the name Qais is an Arabicised version of
Persian (Kais) or (Kesh).

From the foregoing it becomes clear to us that the extent of
power which was enjoyed by the Suitans of Bani Kaiser and the
extent of wealth enjoyed by Qais was such that it made its rulers
look beyond the nose and extend their influence to some
coastlines of Oman and of Fars in the 6th century and the
beginning of the 7th Century. The allegiance of Bani Kaiser was
to the Abbasid Caliphate of Baghdad. Similarly they also paid to
the Caliph a part of their income as tribute and Caliph Al Nasr
had his representative located in Qais to receive the share of the
Caliphate from its annual income. Here we should tarry a while
for considering the nature of assistance which Emir Ghayasud-
din Jamshed gave to Al Fadhl Bin Mohammed Al Ayouni. We
have learnt before that the ruler Mohammed was on good terms
with the Caliph and his son.

Al Fadhl had sought the help of Caliph Al Nasser after the
murder of his father requesting his assistance to gain control
over the rebels. The texts which are available with us say that
the Caliph equipped him with some soldiers and equipment but
at the same time we also see him asking for the help of
Ghayasuddin Bin Al Amir Tajuddin Jamshed, the ruler of Qais.
This emphasises to us two points: Firstly, that the Caliph had
referred Al Fadhl to the ruler of Qais with his recommendation
and the allegiance of Qais to the Caliph and its naval power
made it the centre of gravity of the region. The second point is
that the secret agreement which was signed by Al Fadhl with
Amir Ghayasuddin was known to the Caliph and it was done
with his blessings. It particularly enabled the diversion of a big
part of income of Bahrain to Qais which in its turn used to pay a
part of its income to the Caliph. In other words Caliph Al Nasser
asked the ruler of Qais to help Al Fadhl Al Ayouni in recovering
the kingdom of his father in return for income a part of which was
taken by Qais for military help and the other part was sent to the
headquarters of the Caliphate.
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look at with flourishing gardens and pretty buildings. It had a
palace of the ruler of Oman who ruled over those waters and
who received 2/3rds of the income of Bahrain (17). It was also
the port of call for the Indian ships and for those bound for Fars.
Its mountains show up from a distance. It is claimed that there is
adistance of 4 furlongs between them. | saw it several times and
drank from its wells. The richer class of people have several
cisterns to collect rain water. There are markets and good
merchandise in it. Its ruler is held in esteem by the kings of India
because he possesses several ships and boats. He was Persian
looking and his dress of Dailam design. He also possessed
many Arab horses and other luxuries. He owned many
pearl-banks on the Island which abound in them and all of these
were the propenrty of the ruler of Qais. | also saw in Qais a group
of literary men, scholars of jurisprudence and men of distinction.
They also have a man who compiled a distinguished book in
which were listed a group of similar words but with different
meanings. It is a big book. | saw it in his own handwritting in 2
big volumes and | do not remember its name now."

About the Island of Qais, the Islamic Encyclopedia published
in Leyden and London in the year 1927 states as follows on
page 649,

“Qais is a small island which lies in the Persian Gulf in a part
of it which is named by the Arab geographers of the Middle Ages
as the Sea of Oman. It is situated on 52°E longtitude and 24°N
latitude. It would be appropriate to consider it as the most
important of Persian Islands in the Gulf after the Island of Kishm.
Itis 10 miles in length and 5 miles in breadth and separated from
the sea throughout 12 miles which makes it a safe water
channel. The surface of the Island is plain despite the presence
of certain rocks over it. It is under cultivation more than any other
Island in the Gulf. The Arab and Persian geographers of the
Middle-ages refer to its riches particularly is wealth in trees,
date-palm, cultivated fields, its gardens and its water cisterns in
addition to it trade and maritime activity. Its population is
considerable and carry out pearl-diving operations. The Arabs
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was a vital factor in the collapse of the Ayounis. Qais was a
naval power which was the source of its strength. We may refer
to what has been written by Al Sharif Al Idris who died in the year
(560 H/1145 AD) on the subject. He said:

"'The Island of Kish is a square island of 12 miles length and
breadth. In it is a city known as Qais which is governed by a
functionary of Yemen who fortified it and who dealt with its
people in a good manner. He settled a population in it. He also
raised a fleet. The ruler of the Island of Qais wanted to use this
fleet against the City of Zaj and reached Cameroon. The people
of India feared his mischief. They humoured him by providing
him with boats which were known as ‘Mashiyat'. Thee boats
were made of a single wooden beam (16) which could be rowed
by 200 people. The newsgiver has stated that the ruler of the city
of Qais (Kesh) possessed 50 each such boats and each boat
was made of a single block of wood and if other fabricated ships
were taken into consideration it came to a big number. The
situation at this time was such that Qais could invade and revile
anyone since he had a lot of money and no one else had the
power to challenge them. The town of Qais had agriculture,
sheep, fruits and good pearl-banks.”

This text shows that the naval power of Qais was consider-
able at a time when even strong armies were afraid of sailing by
sea. The Ottomon Caliphate was not strong enough to face the
Portuguese and the British in the Gulf because of the latter's
naval superiority. Even the Mongols and Tatars had to stop near
the Persian coast of the Gulf because of lack of fleets with them
by which they could cross the oceans. The Sultan of Muscat and
Oman had established an Empire which extended upto the
African coast mainly depending on his feet. If what has been
mentioned by Al [dris is true then 50 big ships of the kind
mentioned above besides other types of ordinary ships could
not be considered merely an ordinary force during those days.

Yakut (died in the year (626 H/1429 AD) described the Island
of Qais saying that it was an island on the sea of Oman with a
turn-round of 4 furlongs. It had a town which was beautiful to
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following:

1 - The island of Akl and its various date-palm products, its
land, the sea, its taxes and all that concernedit.

2 - The Island of Jarim and all that was linked to it.

3 - The Island of Birds and (Tawara) and (Qatan)

4 - All animal skins of the tannery but 200 pieces.

5 - Fisheries in Houra, SAMAHEJ TO Zarwan

6 - 500 Dinars a year to be paid to the ruler of Qais

7 - The tribute, the date-palm yield, income from pearl-diving,
birds and other finds were to be shared by the Ruler of Qais and
the Arab ruler in equal proportions.

8 - That the Ruler of Qais will have date orchards of (Al
Hussaini), (Al Hasas) and Al Qasr.

9 - Out of the date orchards of Qatif, the share of Qais was the
orchard of Qasir, the Orchard of Mash'ari, Raliat-al-Dar, Dar,
half the proceeds of pearl-diving from divers who were not from
Qatif and 35 Bahars as tribute to the King of Qais in addition to
half the compensation for the price of the Masfat orchard in Al
Hasa.

A little consideration about the text of the agreement shows
that Qais deprived Bahrain of a greater part of its income and did
not leave much for its inhabitants except the barest minimum.
lts danger lay in the fact that it paved the way for the rulers of
Qais, Shiraz and Hormuz later on to interfere in the affairs of
Bahrain and Qatif because Qais was under the Sultan of Shiraz.
This agreement was a terrible price to pay for a worthless
victory. It is, therefore, not strange that this treaty was made
secretly. It helped Qais in recovering rule over Bahrain and Qatif
but it was unable to enjoy the fruits of victory for long because
soon after the terms of the agreement became known which

When Ibn al Athir announced the end of
Islam and Muslims to the coming genera-
tions!
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which were used for pearl-diving, sea-navigation and sea-
transport. They had prosperous trade with India and Africa.
Since the Ayounis were the others who had ships with them and
also carried on pearl-diving, fishing and trade, it was inevitable
that there should be competition between these two powers.
Aba Kazraz Bin Saad Bin Qaisar tried in the year (549 H/1154
AD) to launch an attack on Bahrain and for this purpose he sent
a naval expedition to Sitra under the leadership of his brother
Naam Saar Bin Saad. This attack was met by the Ayounis under
the leadership of Abu Ali Al Hassan and his son Shukr. A
destructive battle took place between the two groups in which
the army of Al Qais was defeated and its leader was captured.
Even then there was no let up in the rivalry between Al Qais and
Bahrain and Al Qais continued to provoke Bahrain. This was
facilitated by the disintegration of the Ayouni family as we have
stated before. The many houses of Ayounis competed for the
throne. When Emir Mohammed Bin Ahmed Bin Abi Sinan was
murdered, his son Al Fadhl sought the protection and support of
the Caliph. The Caliph equipped him with catapuit launchers,
the oil required for it and other weapons. He, however, asked
him to liaise with the ruler of Al Qais and co-ordinate with hin the
raising of a force. It is clear that the Caliph required from the
ruler of Al Qais his assistance on condition that the Caliphate
would receive a part of the income which would accrue to the
ruler of Al Qais from Bahrain. This explains the ill-fated secret
Agreement which was signed by Al Fadhl with the ruler of Al
Qais. He had hardly returned from the Caliph and established
contacts with the ruler of Al Qais Emir Ghayasuddin Bin
Tajuddin Jamashed that the latter asked him to sign an
agreement reserving for Qais a big part of the income from
Bahrain. Al Fadhl signed this agreement as desired by the ruler
of Al Qais. This was done with the agreement of the Caliph and
hence it acquired legality and made Bahrain a semi-dependency
of Qais. At the same time it was also the last nail in the coffin of
the Ayouni State.

The agreement provided that the ruler of Qais shall have the
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coffin to cover his dead body. His elder son Jalaluddin
Mankabarti fled with a part of his army to India. No one remained
with him except his son Ghayasuddin who was able to retain a
part of Iranian Iraq where the first Mogolian invasion had not
reached. After the first mongol wave of attacks was over,
Ghayasuddin was able to extend his influence over Khawarazm
and the territory of Mazindaran. When Jalaluddin Mankabarti
learnt that Chenghis Khan had returned to his country he
returned himself from India and attacked his brother Ghayasud-
din. The rulers of Atabeks announced their loyalty to him and he
was able to recover and regain most of the areas which were
once under his father. He did not forget the attitude of the Caliph
towards his father and grand-father and launched an attack
against the Caliphate and actually attacked the city of Tastar,
the capital of the region of Ahwaz which was at that time under
the rule of the Caliph. Thereafter he attacked Baghdad in the
year (622 H/12225 AD). In this year the Caliph Nasiruddin Allah
died who during the last 3 years of his life was unable even to
move, had become blind in one eye and weakness had set in
the other. During the last days of his life he was afflicted by
acute dysentry which continued for 20 days and claimed his life
(15). He was succeeded by his son Zaher who tried to make
peace with Sultan Jalaluddin Mankabarti, but fate decreed
otherwise because he died in the year (623 H/1226 AD). He was
followed by his son Mustansar and the old enmity between the
Caliph Mustansar and Sultan remained. Therefore it should
cause ho surprise that Atabek Saad Bin Zangi, the ally of Sultan
Mankabarti and his son Ababakr tried to instigate the Sultan of
Khwarazm to liquidate the influence of the Caliph over the
Emirate of Qais and the Emirate which was maintaining good
relations with the Caliphate ever since the days of Nasser as we
have seen previously.

The Bani Qaisar were able, during the latter half of the 6th
Century, to establish a state on the Island of Qais which had a
profound influence on the history of the Gulf. This family was
bale to consolidate its position and acquire a number of ships
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The Mongols started their sweeping
attacks from the East and the malicious
‘Crusade’ was launched from the west
against the Islamic world in an attempt to
wipe it off.

quasi-legality for their existence and rule but we find that the
Salgrid State was subjected to an attack by the State of
Khwarazm Shah. Its ruler Saad Zangi clashed with Alauddin
Mohammed Khwarazm Shah and in the battle which followed,
Saad Zangi was captured prisoner. But Alauddin released him
after signing an agreement with him according to which he
abdicated his authority over certain areas of his land. He also
agreed to deliver sermons in the mosques of his country in the
name of Alauddin, to mint coins in his name and raise the
Khwarazmi flag. The events gathered momentum and once
again history repeated itself. The Seljuke grew strong and
challenged the Caliphs. Similarly the Khwarazmis gathered
strength and started challenging the Abbasid Caliphate. Saad
Zangi was another who by virtue of his alliance with the
Khwarzmis opposed the Caliph. The Khwarazmi State extended
to wide areas during the period of Alauddin Mohammed
Khwarazm Shah (614 H). He tried to established control over
Baghdad and attacked it but changed his opinion after his army
faced certain natural disasters in the Iragi mountains on the
borders of Iran and he was forced to retreat to his country which
was now facing the Mongol invasion in the year 616 H/1219 AD.
Chenghis Khan launched his sweeping attacks which covered
most of the Islamic cities and when Chenghis Khan returned to
his country from there in the year 620 H, the State of Kwarazm
had disintegrated and Alauddin Khwarazm Shah died under
such circumstances that there was no one even to provide a
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Ahsa and had made it subservient to the demands of one of the
Beduin tribes was the beginning of enmities and highway
robberies exceeding all proportions. This is what has been
described by Ibn al Mugrib when he says:

The ruler alternated between hostility and respect like the
water-wheel

we could not put up with this ignominy

We asked the rulers among you if it served any purpose

The assumption of Ageel before or after

It led to murder every hour.

The riff-raff and the lowly gathered around

The Muslims were robbed in broad daylight

Nor was darkness any impediment to their design.

The killing was done not by stealth but in bands

With no justification and in all ugliness

In short it was a deep stab by the unruly .

The damage it caused could not be rectified.

The poem is long and those interested may refer to it in the
collections of the poet. He has tried to deride the people of the
country and arouse the masses with enthusiasm but there is no
mention in his poems of Masood and his son Al Fadhl because
he had despaired of them when they failed to respond to his call
to reform.

Perhaps the poem which he wrote was during his travel to
Iraq i.e., to Baghdad in the year 613 H. The poem defines the
date of this event. He says in it:-

Awake and arise, saddle your camels and get going on your
mission

Gird up your loins and face the seriousness of situation

Forget your family, friends and your house

These Emirates comp eted with each other to gain the favour of
the Abassid Caliphs so that they were able 1o acquire
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But from the poetry of Ibn al Mugrib which is the authentic
source for this period we find that the circumstances had
deteriorated very greatly in the period of Fadhl and Masood both
in Bahrain and Qateef and in Al Ahsa. This has been expressed
by the poet in his poem which says:

“Whatever we have received as our share of (misery) is more
than enough
As for the rest of our aspirations and hopes, we bid good-bye.”

He goes on to say:

“If your desire is to please our enemy

Do not impose on us (burdens which we cannot bear) in
pleasing our opponents

Praise to God is endless

Our weakness lies inour own hands.”

The tragic circumstances to which the people had been driven
had degenerated to such an extent that no one was sure of the
security of his honour or his property from Beduin attacks.
The incident of Shukr Bin Mufrih Bin Hijab Al Akeeli of Bani
Amer throws light on the state of affairs that existed then. He
was one of the highway robbers who had commiteed many acts
of assault and robbery which had considerably become com-
mon. But in one of his raids on Al Ahsa some of the inhabitants
were able to capture and kill him. The tribe got together and
demanded of the ruler Masood payment of blood-money to
which he agreed. The people however, refused to take it on the
ground that the murdered person was a highway robber and a
thief and had terrorised the people and inflicted cruelty on them.
Moreover he was killed when committing an aggressive act
against them. So when they accordingly abstained from paying
the blood-money then the tribe attacked Al Ahsa and fighting
ensued in which the Agilat almost succeeded. Prince Masood
and his people agreed this time to pay blood-money.

This weakness which had afflicted the ruling authority of Al
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times weakened with the Caliphate, the Atabeks or the
Khwarazmis according to changes in circumstances.

What was the position of Bahrain in this disturbed century?

We have said in our previous discussion which we presented
in the first issue of the magazine ‘Al ‘Watheeka' that the State of
Ayounis in Bahrain, after it hatched the plot to get the ruler
Mohammed Bin Ahmed Bin Abi Sinan Bin Al Fadhl Bin Abdullah
Bin Ali Al Ayouni killed at the hands of Gharir Bin Al Hassan and
Rashid Bin Omaiyra Bin Sinan Bin Ghafeela, faced disintegra-
tion and division. Gharir assumed rule over Bahrain and Qateef
but Al Ahsa went under the rule of Mohammed Bin Majid. After
Bin Mohammed got rid of Gharir and established his rule on
Qateef and Bahrain he directed his attention towards Al Ahsa.
He instigated Abul Qasim Masood Bin Mohammed Bin Ali Bin
Abdullah Bin Ali Al Ayouni to fight his cousin Mohammed Bin
Majid and soon after figting broke out between the two. Masood
was able to kill Mohammed Bin Majid and assume rule over Al
Ahsa which was taken over by him and his sons. The poet Al
Mugrib Al Ayouni has described the event in his poem in which
the date of the event is indicated showing Masood Ali's
occupation of Al Ahsa. The opening couplet of this is as follows:

O silent nights! do you know whose enmity you have
provoked

And who among you is brave enough to assert his claim
He goes on to say:

There is none the peer of the ruler Masood who runs to the
rescue of anyone who feels choked as he quenches (the thirst)
of everyone.

Abu Majid (10); a companion of loftiness and its ally,

His father who led the squadrons of cavalry (11)

Ali received the loftiness of his grand-father to whom repaired
All those whose desires were met in full

You take pride in the favour of Fadhlbin Abdullah

His lineage and descent, swear.
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powers collectively. The Abbasid Caliphs sought the help of
Bani Buya of Dailami against the oppression of the Turks. Then
they sought the help of Seljukes to save them from the Basasiri
when the latter wanted to divert the Fatimids of Egypt from their
denomination. Then they started contacts with the Khwarazmis
to save them from the oppression of the Seljukes. This is what
led some historians to say that the Abbasid Caliph Al Nasir was
the one who sought the help of the Mongols to save him from the
hegemony of the Khwarazmi State (9). In any case war broke
out between the Mongols and the Khwarazmi State ending with
the Mongols sweeping over Samarkand, Bukhara, Rye and all
the areas across the river. In the year 622 H Jalaluddin
Mankabarti returned to gather the bits and pieces of the army of
his father, Sultan Khwarazm Shah Mohammed and re-
established his authority over the two divisions of Irag. He
threatened Baghdad itself when King Adil Ayubi made a pact
with Kigan Kaikhusroe, the ruler of the Roman state to fight and
defeat him. In the year 1230 AD the Mongols attacked, his
country for the second time when he fled to the hills where he
was killed by one of the Kurds.

This was the condition of the east but as for the other Islamic
States, the Arabian Island, Egypt, and most of Syria were under
the authority of the successors of Salauddin Al-Ayubi Salahud-
din was succeeded by his brother Adil who died in 615 H and
thereafter the State disintegrated and was divided between his
sons. Their authority over these areas was only in name.

The Caliphate authority was nominal even in the case of
strong States which had grown under its leadership such as the
Mameluke and which had extended its influence to various
areas west of Bahrain had become involved in internal
differences and feuds whereas the Seljuke and the Khwarazmis
were exposed to Mongol attacks. These circumstances enabled
some local powers existing on the coastlines of the Gulf whether
on the Arab side or on the Persian side to acquire influence and
adopt their own ways in the nature of semi-independent States
to establish relations which sometimes strengtened and some-
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the north of China and of south-west Asia which were all Islamic
areas?

These are all questions whose consideration by the research
scholars will yield results so that they know the fine threads
which bound and which still bind the various hostile fronts
against the Islamic world and who co-ordinate their means and
methods without making them apparent at the surface. A
comprehensive view of the 13th Century AD OR THE 7th
Century Hijra discloses the dimensions of this complicity. It also
helps in illuminating this ancient period despite the lapse of time
and exposes to us new factors for interpreting the various
political and military moves of the 20th Century. These are all
matters which bring to surface scores of possibilities and yield to
us a great amount of information which would lead to many
conclusions. We shall not forget here that we find Ibn Al Athir
true in his assesment that there was an intimate relationship
between the eastern invasion and the western strikes.

Generally speaking, this is a quick review of the events of the
7th Century Hijra/13th Century AD and it is an introduction to a
discussion of where Bahrain stood in the 7th Century Hijrain the
middle of these earth-shaking events. In the very beginning one
would like to pose a big question and it is:

What was Bahrain’s position in the mid-
dle of these mighty events?

We have seen before that the Abbasid Caliphate entered this
Century in a state of decline and deterioration. The Caliph had
become a toy in the hands of the soldiers. Most Islamic states
appeared on the ruins of areas which were previously under the
Caliphate and which lent weight to it. The various rulers
established their rule over these fragments of Caliphate territory
on deputation from him and this deputation was obtained from
the Caliph either by threats or bought with money. Although the
Caliph in Baghdad tried to strike at one power in collaboration
with another but actually he was a prisoner in the hands of these
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to make an analysis and take stock of the situation. But the
reader of today cannot but halt to take a look at this event and
consider a few questions which arise out of it:

Why did Christian Europe mobilise itself in launching a new
‘Crusades/, the 4th in the series in the beginning of this Century
after a period of long silence? Is it possible to infer from this any
relationship between the Mongolian invasion of the Islamic
world from the east coinciding with the ‘Crusades' from the north
and the west?

Is it merely a chance that the Mongol Court of Kiwak had
some Chirstian monks? Kiwak came to rule after his grandfather
Chengis Khan (644 H/1246 AD). A few Christian Bishops and a
group of BUDDHIST monks were always around in the Mongol
court constantly provoking the Mongols against Muslim Ulemas
or scholars such as Nooruddin Khwarazmi. They had infuriated
* the Mongol court to such an extent that this Muslim scholar and
a group of his colleagues were summoned to the Royal court for
a dialogue with them about Islam and Christianity. When the
ulemas won the debate they were asked to show them the
Muslim way of prayers. When they lined up for prayers, the
Christian priests started beating them in a brutal fashion. They
made fun of them and ridiculed them in a savage manner (7).

In the Court of Manju Khan who became the Mongol ruler
after Kiwak also Christian priests were present in his court
openly. After 2 years of assuming the throne William Roberc and
other famous Christian missionaries visited the Royal court
where they were received with great honour and warmth (8).

How was it that peace descended on Christian Europe to such
an extent that they could prepare for the Fourth Crusades (1204
AD) in the east despite the fact that the Mongol attacks had
shaken the whole world severely and these attacks were in
close proximity. They had overrun Hungary and Poland and
halted in eastern Europe.

Can it be that the presence of the Christian missionaries in the
Mongol court had its effect and this was what as behind the
MONGOL INVASION OF THE EAST, the south of Russia and
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eject them from there. The remaining parts of Egypt were in
danger. ‘To God we belong and to Him we return and there is no
power but of the great God!

Yagoot Al Hamavi (6) (626 H) witnessed the Moghul invasion
and was a friend of Ibn al Athir was able to save himself. He
says:

“We belong to God and to Him we return. This calamity broke
our back-bone, destroyed life, paralysed our muscles and made
the young ones look old overnight. The most cold-blooded
would melt at their wails, rend their hearts and souls with
dismay. On the withdrawal of the Mamelukes one hungered for
a safe place to go where he could find safety amidst despair...”

This is a brief review of the 7th Century Hijra and of the
conditions of Muslims therein. This Century could rightly be
described as a century of tragedies. In spite of the depth of the
tragedy to which the Muslim world was exposed in it, the 7th
Century Hijra has not received its due attention by the historians
by way of analysis and study. Although hundreds of pages have
been written about it, these are nothing more than a bare and
superficial narrative of sequence of events- accompanied by
lament and wail. Very few historians have tried to take a look at
the analysis of events as they occurred and which affected the
lslamic world and to derive from its study the nature of the link
which bound the various forces which attacked the Islamic world
from various directions. If our aim through this study is to
consider, in the first instance, the history of Bahrain during this
disturbed Century, we cannot afford to neglect certain trends
indicated in it and which stand out in the midst of this calamity on
the one hand and on the other, this event sent shock waves over
all parts of the Islamic world and Bahrain being a part of it, itwas
inevitable that its effects should be felt by it. To a lesser or
greater extent it had its echo in areas which were adjacent to
Bahrain which had a relationship with the big conflicting powers
in the field.

However it is likely that the severity and brutality of the attack
left them stunned for a period of time giving them no opportunity
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Islam and the Muslims and who would like to recall it easily?.
They would say if only their mothers had not given birth to them
and if only they had died before they witnessed this massacre or
not belonged to that age ever. | felt then that to leave it alone
would be of no use. Such an act would mean mentioning the
mighty tragedy and the great calamity even if one merely said
that the world ever since the creation of Adam had never
witnessed such a tribulation in its ferocity. It would be right
because there is no recorded history of an event even slightly
resembling such a ghasty tragedy:. They did not spare anyone
men, women and children. They slashed pregnant women and
killed the foetus. Good Heavens! “To God we belong and to
God we return and there is no power but that of God".
Ibn al Athir says elsewhere in his history ‘Al Kamil’ (5): “The
beastly Tatars perpetrated acts which had not been heard of
since ancient or modern times. A group would venture out from
the frontiers of China and hardly a year would pass that some of
them would reach Armenia from one side and aggress Iraq from
the side of Hamadan. By God, there is no doubt in my mind that
whoever comes after us in a distant period and reads this
calamity in print will quite rightly deny that such a thing could
actually happen. Whoever considers it impossible has to think of
us who recorded these lines and of all those who compiled the
history of our times of a period when everyone knew about this
ghastly terror whether he was learned or ignorant. May God
facilitate those who protect the Muslims and Islam! ... The
Muslims had never been subjected to such torture and
barbarism ever since the coming of the Prophet (may peace be
on him). The group went to Khurasan, occupied it and repeated
the massacre in a similar fashion there. This infidel enemy, the
TATAR conquered the lands beyond the river, occupied them
and destroyed them. They then proceeded to Rye, Jebel and
Azarbaijan and (similarly) subdued Kerj. The other enemy were
the Europeans who emerged from the extreme west and north
of Rome, reached Egypt and occupied places like Damiette and
stayed put there. The Muslims were unable to harass them or
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a semblance of legality to their rule even though such legality
could not advance or retard it in terms of time.

Again it was in the 7th Century that the Islamic world became
the target, quite naturally, of sweeping and savage attacks by
various hostile powers surrounding it. The Europeans were
ready to launch the new ‘Crusades’, the fourth in the series
against Syria and Egypt. Then came the hordes of Mongols and
Tatars (2) sweeping all parts of the Islamic world and destroying
everything in their path-the people, towns and cities, harvests
and spreading death, destruction and desolation at every place.
The Mongol attacks were oppressively severe and reached
such ferocity that many thought that the end of Islam had come
and the Muslims had been obliterated. If Chenghiz Khan halted
near Fars and then launched his forces east to conquer a major
part of China, Turkey, the countries beyond the river, Afghanis-
tan and the States located south of Russia, then his grandson
Halaku(4) launched himself west and swept away the Atabeks
of Fars and destroyed the Assassins, blockaded Baghdad and
stormed it. After the surrender of the Caliph Al Musta’' sam Billah
due to the treachery of one of his ministers Al Algami, his
soldiers ransacked the city spreading death and destruction.
They put the population to sword, killed the Caliph and two of his
sons and thereafter Halaku turned towards the north of Syria
and destroyed Aleppo. There he killed countless people. The
whole of Aleppo was subjected to a brutal massacre. Even
though these attacks were repulsed, the Crusaders in Mansura
in Egypt and the Mongols in Ayn Jalut in Palestine, the dark
clouds which had filled the firmament of the Islamic world had
spread despondency to a degree which was frightening. This
appeared clearly in the writings of many contemporary histo-
rians. The leading historian |bnal Athir who was not present at
the sack of Baghdad but who witnessed the attacks of Chengis
Khan says:-

“| remained for several years listening to the accounts of this
cataclysmic event detesting even its mention and hesitant to a
great degree. Who would find it easy to announce the death of
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There is unanimity among the historians that the seventh
Century of Hijra the 13th Century AD was the most disastrous
Century for Islam and Muslims. It is said that this Century was
one of the worst Centuries faced by the Islamic world whose sun
had shone brightly in widely different parts of the civilised world
to which the Muslims had carried their banner such as the
far-west of Africa and the depths of East Asia. In this Century the
Abbasid Caliphate began its downward march to the brink and
plots and intrigues by eunuchs, slaves and soldiers destroyed
the Abbasid dynasty which had been known for its strength and
power. The Caliphate started to decline surely but steadily and it
was corroded as weakness crept into its various regions and the
vast Islamic world and Islamic power degenerated into a weak
Caliphate gasping for its breath. Various small States started
appearing on the horizon and mutual fighting, bickering and
hostility became the order of the day.

One look at the map of the Islamic world of those days is
enough to bring home this bitter truth.

In Granada in Andalus there was the State of Bani Nasr, in
north Africa the State of the unitarists or (Muwahhideen), in
Algeria the State of Zayyani, in Tunis the State of Hafsia: in
Morocco the State of Marens; in Egypt the State of Mamelukes:
in the Yemen the Rasooli State, in Sana’a, a Zaidi Imamate, in
Rome, a Seljuke, by the name of Ruknuddin Khaleej Asalan 1V:
in Fars the Salgar Atabeks; in Baluchistan the Atabeks Al
Hazarasiya and in Kirman there was the State of Qatlanj Khan
(1). There were States here and there but in Baghdad, the
Caliph had become a plaything in the hands of Turkish rulers
and then in the hands of Bani Buya of Dailam and the Seljukes.
He remained only in name as the people generally believed
firmly ever since the golden age of Islam that the Caliphate was
an institution which was inevitably for the good of the whole
world. Many rulers sprang up in this State and carved out little
States for themselves by the strength of the sword. They
pressurised the Caliph to extend recognition to them so that they
could obtain the allegiance of their respective peoples and give
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BAHRAIN IN THE SEVE;NTH CEN-
TURY HIJRA:

The ill-fated Century hung like a dark
cloud of ill-omen over the firmament of
Islam and Muslims.

Shaikh Abdullah Bin Khalid Al Khalifa:

The Seventh Century of Hijra was a century of tragedies.
While the reader came across the lament and wail of the
historians there were history writers who announced the demise
of Islam and the Muslims. Dark shadows gathered on the
Islamic horizon during this Century cast by the Mongol cavalry
and the Crusaders’ ire. The Abbasid Caliphate was taking its
last breaths after it became a tool in the hands of the army. The
result was fragmentation, mutual fighting and internecine
conflict in all parts of the land destroying the various States
which had sprung up under the cloak of the Caliphate. A
widespread invasion of the Islamic world was instigated and
brought about which had never witnessed but a peaceful mode
of life. It was now exposed to wars and conflicts over the soil of
Bahrain. Disunity was the cause of the downfall of the Ayouni
State and pushed it downhill to the brink of disaster but before its
downfall there preceded a long story of a conflict which erupted
from Awal and Qatif and Al Ahsa upto the Island of Qais and this
was a conflict in which other powers entered which were Shiraz
and the Salgari State, the Mongols and the State of Khwarazmis
to outline the broad features of history of this land during that
wretched Century.

Al-Watheekah — 12



for which no equivalent Arab sources are available.
Such sources are written by foreigners with a diabolical
purpose as these powers exerted their influence over
the region for a long time. Such writers deliberately
twist facts to suit their purpose. Their style and
approach are alien to the genius of the local people.
They found themselves in the middle of strange
surroundings where they were at a disadvantage to
understand the type of relationships the locals were apt
to enter into.

Whatever the obstacles, these will not deter the
rescarcher from his set purpose of presenting facts.
This is what we promise our readers to the extent it is
possible. We cannot but express our thanks and
gratitude to those who have written to us appreciative-
ly. We are also grateful to the press, both local and the
gulf, for the warmth with which they welcomed the first
issue of the Magazine. We pray to God to Bless this
effort and may it meet the expectations of all. God
alone grants success.
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research is according to our best lights of what has been
revealed thus far and there is no question of pronounc-
ing a final verdict. There is no last word in matters of
history. It is a continuous process of addition and
rectification in the light of new findings. Our aim in
these efforts is to attract attention to research and to a
review of studies conducted earlier so that jointly they
may lead to conclusions as close as possible to truth. It
is not hidden from the reader that some of the studies
presented were not attempted before and the Magazine
initiated a discussion over then. There are still many
obstacles to be cleared such as:

Scarcity of reference material on certain events
and even about whether certain States were established
and subsequently disintegrated in this region without
the historians recording anything about them or with-
out their receiving a mention in Travelogues barring a
few brief lines which despite their importance do not
present a connected picture about the nature of the
circumstances accompanying the State or about the
event or the personalities of rulers and the type of
relations that existed with the neighbouring countries.

Conflicting information and lack of credibility of
the source-material concerning certain trends which
governed the political style of certain powers in the
arca at one time or the other or the existence of
differing opinions or even purely a question of selfin-
terest tending to impair the value of the documents of
its historical validity. Such a situation drives the
researcher to look for alternative sources.

Certain foreign sources tend to over-cxaggerale
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during the course of its long and ancient history. He has
clearly and compulsively shown his interest in the
eventful and successive developments in the course of
history which have left indelible imprints on the sands
of time.

Secondly: The welcome accorded by the Bahraini
reader in ‘particular and the Gulf reader in general
shows his discrimination for devouring serious historic-
al studies which show objectively and impartiality in the
treatment of the subject and which try to establish
missing links in the chain or show soundness in the
interpretation of discoveries. All this places on the
shoulders of the writer of history an added burden of
responsibility in that he has to realize the main aim in
history writing, viz., objectivity and impartiality.

Thirdly: A thing well-done receives a welcome as
well as compels respect. These are the most appropri-
ate rewards for the labour put in even as they are an
incentive for continuing the effort until success is
achieved and the main goal 1s realised at the end i.e., to
open a window wide open to give us a peep into our
great history and acquaint us with its glories and heroic
deeds; the problems it faced and how it surmounted
obstacles and calamities. This will enable us to derive
the appropriate lessons so that they illuminate our path
for the future in our march towards the goal.

Dear Reader:

We said in the introduction to the first issue and we
reiterate now that what we have presented by way of
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In The Name of God, the Beneficent, the Merciful

About This Issue

by

Shaikh Abdullah Bin Khaled Al-Khalifah —

Dear Reader:

With the issuance of the very first number of the
magazine ‘The Document’ none had anticipated that it
would receive such a wholehearted reception, at least
not to the extent of the first production disappearing
from the market within the first few hours of its release.
The Institution of Al Hilal which was responsible for its
distribution was constrained to go time and again for
reprints which too were consumed in no time. If the
Magazine has received such an overwhelming welcome
and such a grand success exceeding all expectations
then it proves more than one facti-

Firstly, it goes to show that if certain periods of our
history have remained ambiguous and unknown, these
have attracted the attention not only of historians and
writers alone but also of the ordinary citizen of this
blessed land of ours. He is no less concerned about
knowing what exactly happened in this archipelago
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We present in this part of the Magazine a summary of some studies
contained in this issue in addition to the full texts of two papers, one of them
about “Bahrain in the Seventh Century of Hijra” and the other about ** Dilmun
Trade”. The coming Issues will carry full texts of papers summarised
in this Issue.
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