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MAGHREB ERUDITS AND THEIR ROLE IN THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF SCIENTIFIC LINKS BETWEEN THE
- MAGHREB AND AL-AHSA (1446-1834)

Ali ben Hssine ben Abdallah AL-BASSAM
Faculty Roi Faycal — Al-Ahsa
KSA

Lying in the Eastern Arabian Peninsula, Al-Ahsa was ruled,
during the time period of the study, by several countries, starting
with the state of Beni Jabr Alaquili (1417 - 1525 ad), the
Principality of Al Shabib (931 954 H / 1525 1547 ad), then under
the Ottoman sovereignty in its first reign (954 1082 H / 1547 1671
ad), through the State of Bani Khalid (1082 1208 H / 1669 1794
ad), and the end of the first Saudi state (1208 1231 H / 1794 1818
ad). Al-Ahsa has witnessed during these historical stages, some
forms of instability, political and economic changes, and scientific
and social conflicts that contributed to a clear impact on its role in
scientific life, positively or negatively.

This study will try to highlight the salient features of the
scientific links between Al-Ahsa and the Maghreb countries
during the limited period (1446-1834), which seemed evident since
the days of the State of the Beni Jabr. The reason can be
attributed to some approaches followed by its princes such as
Ajwad Ben Zamel Aljabri and Prince Saleh bin Saif aljabry- who
adopted a new strategy based on the doctrine of the Sunnis and
the Community, in addition to the idea of supporting the scientific
movement in an unprecedented way. This suggests a great deal of
flexibility and farsightedness. It also shows the close intellectual
link between scholars from the Eastern part of the Arabian
Peninsula and those from Moroccan countries, a fact which
represented a form of twining between them despite geographical
distances.

Princes from Bani Jabr laid down the foundations of the
academic links between Al-Ahsa and the Maghreb when they
offered a number of scientific attractions to Moroccan scientists.
The overall purpose was to revive the movement of science and to
revitalize it, and to give support for the Maliki doctrine. It also
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aimed at publicizing it as the official doctrine of the State then.
Therefore, a large number of Moroccans scientists arrived in Al-
Ahsa and resided there permanently or even temporarily. They
assumed the responsibilities of the judiciary and the advisory and
taught the doctrine of Imam Malik. Indeed, the process of
polarization was not the only means which deepened the scientific
links between the Maghreb and Al-Ahsa, but there were other in
the journeys of Moroccans to Hijaz, a phenomenon of scientific,
cultural and historical impact on the region. A large number of ~
scientists and science students from Morocco came for Hajj and
Umrah, and had access to centers of learning in the Arab Mashreq .
countries. At the same time, this was a good opportunity for
scientists and science students in Al-Ahsa and other scientists to
meet with the Moroccan scholars and study under their
supervision. It was simply a process of cross-fertilization and
exchange of knowledge of intellectual benefit for both parties.

There is no doubt that scientific links regions continued on a
lesser scale in the following epochs especially during the reign of
the Emirate of Al-Shabib and the first Ottoman Empire, the Bani
Khalid era, and even the era of the first Saudi reign. For example,
deputies of rulers of the Ottoman Empire in Al-Ahsa followed the
same approach in the revival of the former life and revitalization
of the scientific spirit that was followed in the past. In return.
they brought the Hanafi school of jurisprudence to the region and
thus created a kind of cultural and scientific mobility in a new
atmosphere of tolerance and goodwill. In any event, the scientific
links between Al-Ahsa and the Arab Maghreb countries had not
been interrupted until recently, despite the change of State and
Government, and the entry of other doctrines of jurisprudence in
the region. In the light of all this, I have based my study on two
central issues, the direct and the indirect links between both
regions.

Direct Scientific links :

Scientific links between Al-Ahsa and the Maghreb took two
forms, the first of which was polarization of Moroccan Scholars:
either by inviting them to come to Al-Ahsa, and urging them to
stay and have permanent residence, or by offering them a
temporary place for the implementation of some advisory missions
like teaching and judging then they would leave after the
completion of their mission. The other option was the frequent
visits of some Hasa students and scholars to Holy places for
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Pilgrimage and Umrah and t the Prophet’s (peace be upon him)
‘mosque so they would get in touch with Moroccan scientists who
were coming for the same goal. I dealt with each of these in a
separate entry. For example, the scholar and Sheikh Khalifa bin
Abd al-Rahman bin Khalifa bin safety Almtnani Abajii-Maliki, the
| one who was motivated into coming to the region in the middle of
& the fifteenth century with the task of reviving and revitalizing
' scientific life and teaching and publicizing the Maliki doctrine in
“the region, had a permanent residence in Al-Ahsa and according
to the local documents, he and his son Ahmad formed a cultural
- link between knowledge in Al-Ahsa and the Arab Maghreb. There
1s also the scholar and Sheikh Abdullah bin Faris bin Ahmed
Qurashi who was one of the distinguished scientists. His
- distinction made Prince Bin Zamil appoint him as judge. He came
to AL-Ahsa in 878 AH / 1474, and resided there for fifteen years.
He left us some of the precious writings authored in the course
of his stay in Al-Ahsa. He was interested in studying the heretical

@g schools of thought that were contrary to the opinions of the
mainstream Sunni and Community doctrine. He discussed such
‘? opinions in his book "jokes, and Tidbits in Criticism of the Book

of Tidbits and jokes," and his book" the dissenter in responding to
the Shi'ites. " There is also Alj bin Yahya al-Idrissi of Morocco,
who arrived from Basra to Al-Ahsa in the year 960 AH / 1553, in
his capacity as a member of the doctrine established by the
Maliki. He came for leading prayers and teaching. Hence Al-Ahsa
Ottoman Pasha Fatih Mohammed F arukh, who ruled in the
period 957 963 H / 1550 1556 ad, gave him the prestige of serving
Fateh Mosque which is still served by his offspring up till now. In
fact, there are the names of many of the scientific figures and
families that are of Morocean origins and that continued to come
to Ahsa until the mid-eighteenth century.

Hasaites who met Moroccan scientists in their journey to the
Hijaz and studied under them :

The researcher can not identify the particular period of time in
which scholars and students from Al-Ahsa got in touch with
M{ Moroccan scientists, and the time taken to study under them
“."  during the journey to perform Hajj and Umrah and visit to holy
places in the Hijaz. This can only be done through the references
in some books Moroccan travelers wrote about this period, as well
as manuscripts and scientific and local documents available to
the researcher. However, these sources cannot meet the full
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requirements for explaining the real nature of the scientific

contact between the Arab Peninsula and the Maghreb in the

period under study. I think they need to be reconsidered to fathom

the depth and complete the true picture of the reality of the

scientific movement in Al-Ahsa. In any case, those signals can be

an easy way out with a good perception of the surveillance

through which the nature of the direct links with the Moroccan

scientists are shown clearly. In brief, it can be said that Al-Ahsa's
scientists and their students (belonging to different doctrinesf‘
wanted to take advantage of the seasons of Hajj and Umrah and

visit to Madina, to hold scientific linkage Moroccans during the-
seventeenth century AD.

For example; through the journey made by the scholar Abu
Salim Abdullah bin Mohammed bin Abi Bakr Layashi the
Moroccan, who came to Al-Ahsa with the aim of performing

pilgrimage in 1076 AH / 1666, it seems to us that he had met a
number of Al-Ahsa scholars. Similarly, he met with the traveler, .

"Al-Hussein Bin Mohammad Al-Algerian Alorthilani" deceased
1193 H/ 1779, on a trip to the pilgrimage in 1179 AH / 1766, one
of Al-Ahsa Maalikis scientists.

Records show that local documents and manuscripts of a few
scientists in Al-Ahsa received scientific certificates at the hands of
Moroccan scholars such as; Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdul Rahim
bin Ibrahim Al-Mulla Hassan Hanafi Alohsaii (XVII century),
Sheikh Mohammed bin Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Othman El-
Shafei, Sheikh Abdullah bin Ahmed bin Abdullah bin Abdul-"
Qader El-Shafei (the beginning of the nineteenth century), and
Sheikh Abu Bakr bin Muhammad bin Omar, Mullah Alohsaii
Hanafi and the world, Sheikh Ahmed bin Rashid Al-Hanbali
Alohsaii (mid-nineteenth century).

Indirect Scientific links :

There is no doubt that scientific indirect links, are in reality an
extension complementary to the direct links between the scientific
linkages bewteen Al-Ahsa the Maghreb. These are many and"
varied contacts. So I found great difficulty in enumerating them.
They need lots of concerted efforts and a number of researchers to
cover this area. I have tried through this study to present a
review of each of them as follows

First : Explanation and commentary on systems and books and
literature of the Maghreb by scientists from Al-Ahsa.




Maghreb erudits and their Role 115

Second : The Arab Maghreb and reference to them in various
forms of science.

Third * some copies of the Moroccan manuscripts and writings
in addition to summaries of them.

Conclusion :

These linkages began and flourished in the ninth and tenth
centuries (15th and 16t centuries ad). They came in groups and as
individuals in order to revive interest in science and knowledge.
One of the fruits of scientific communication between the Maghreb
and Al-Ahsa is the settlement of some Moroccan scientists in Al-
Ahsa with families that still reside there with their offspring up to
the present day.

The scientific linkages between Al-Ahsa and the Arab Maghreb
were not limited to the Maliki doctrine, but extended also to other
doctrines such as the Shafei, Hanafi and Hanbali. The Maliki
doctrine is still present, and in Al-Ahsa it is still strongly not
influenced by changes in the social arena despite competition from
other doctrines, and perhaps this is also a product of the Maghreb
Hasaite communication.

The scientific schools in Al-Ahsa were a model of tolerance
between the various scientific doctrines, which made it the Mecca
for students of the Arabian Peninsula and neighboring countries.
The spread of some of the sects in eastern sufism in the Arabian
Peninsula such as alshazleyya and alsonoseyya can be attributed
to Moroccan influences through those scholars who came to Al-
Ahsa. The presence of some manuscripts in the Maghreb and Al-
Ahsa and the fact that some scholars have copies of them while
others were produced elsewhere testifies to the depth of cultural
and scientific interaction between the Al-Ahsa and the Arab
Maghreb since the beginning of the modern age.

Ali ben Hssine ben Abdallah AL-BASSAM
Faculty Roi Faycal — Al-Ahsa
KSA
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