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The contributions of cheikhs Muhammad al-Bachir al-1brahimi and al-Foudeil

al-Wartalani in revitalizing the scientific movement in Kuwait during the first
half of the twentieth century
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Abstract:

Since the mid-19th century, the lands of the Levant and the Arabian Gulf have
been a refuge for many Algerian scholars who migrated there—either escaping the
harshness of French colonization, or in search of scientific and developmental
environments matching their aspirations. Around them gathered many scholars and
intellectuals from various Arab countries; study circles and educational sessions
spread among them, and their influence expanded in the Arab cities, particularly in
Kuwait. There, the two sheikhs, Al-Bachir Al-Ibrahimi and Al-Fodil Al-Wartilani,
played a major role in invigorating the scientific movement through literary clubs,
schools, and the Kuwaiti press. They published articles and delivered speeches
criticizing the colonizer and urging Arab and Islamic unity; Their migration to
Kuwait was not merely a geographic relocation, but also a cultural and intellectual
transfer, which enabled Al-lbrahimi and Al-Wartilani to become active elements in
the Kuwaiti fabric, through intellectual interaction and exchange between Algeria
and Kuwait, and the elevation of the scientific and cultural movement between the
two countries.
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