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Family - Kin Relationships in
Contemporary Kuwait; Society
FAhad al-Thakeb (Ph. D)

For the past three decades there has been a continuing debate over the
impact of Urbanization and Westernization on family - Kin relationships.
This study is an attempt to examine the assumption that family - kin ties are
very strong in Kuwait in spite of urban life. A detailed interviews were
conducted with members of 341 randomly selected households in six
residential areas of Kuwait. The number of individuals selected are 526 male
and female heads of houscholds. Respondents were well distributed
according to age, Socio-economic position, education, and sex.

This study deals with family - kin ties as viewed in several lights: contact
between family and kin, family - kin assistance in times of need: family - kin
as business partners; family - kin as leisure partners: marriage among
relatives and conflict among relatives.

It was found that there is clear evidence of a strong relationship between
the immediate family and the kin network. Contact and assistance in times
of need is very extensive among all segments of the sample. Conflict is rare
and short in duration. Marital relations, business partnerships and contact
during leisure time are relatively strong. This relationship in general goes
beyond the “inner circle” of the nuclear family of orientation to include
cousins and other “outside kin”. Although the overwhelming majority
demonstrates a strong real relationship with kin, a small minority shows
some deviation. Those most effected by Urbanization and Westernization
namely the educated, the young and the upper SES appear to be less
enthusiastic about marrying relatives or about spending leisure time with
them. This is not a sign of future weakness in family - kin relationships,
rather it is a sign of modification, because the same segments have the
highest proportion of contact and assistance to kin in times of need.
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