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No one can deny that the cultural legacy has a great value, as it is the story
of the past, the biography of the successive generations, where they
through the ages have constructed and erected, depending on what they
had possibilities and factors, that were suitable for each period and era.
Also no one can deny that the cultural legacy is the register or the record of
the history of nations, as well as it is it's national identity. In additional to that
it is an evidence on the past with all its social, cultural, religious, and
civilization. It is an actual reflection or a mirror of the images of the
intellectual, artistically and scientifically creation or innovation. This means
all of us have to respect it, and to maintain it and keep it in a perfect image,
in order to keep the ideal link and relations between the present time and
the pasttime, as it is very necessary for the forthcoming generations to keep
in touch with their legacy. So in order to keep our cultural legacy survival,
and because it is an open window on the past, the state of Kuwait is very
interested with their historical buildings which are being connected with the
history and the legacy of Kuwait, therefore an Ameeri Decree 11/1960, with
law, for archeology, which entrusted the National Council for Culture, Arts
and Letter, to maintain the historical buildings, and to repair and conserve
its artistic characteristic, and it's historical feature.

Therefore, and as the National council For Culture, Arts, and Literature, is
very interested with the presentation some of the constructional patterns,
which represents part of our cultural legacy, the ambiguities and museums
and engineering affairs sector, has been entrusted to prepare and issue this
book, which throws a light on one of our existing historical buildings, and the
efforts which has been made to restore and maintain them.

The National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, is very pleased to provide
the readers with this book. We hope it may be an important reference, in the
field of the historical buildings care, as they are an integral part of the
cultural legacy.

At the end | have to thank the teamwork of the department of Architecture
and Engineering Affairs, for their efforts to issue this book.

Secretary General for the National Council of
Culture Arts and Letters
Bader Sayed Abdulwahab Al Refai
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Dickson House Cultural Center

Construction Year: 1899
Opening Year: 2001

Location: Al A'asema-Sharq area
Total area: 1,800 mz
Construction area: 1,700 mz2
Visiting Time:

Monday-Thursday

8:30-12:30 Morning

4:30- 7:30 Evening
Friday-Saturday

8:30-11:00 Morning
4:30- 7:30 Evening
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Dickson House cultural center
The original structure of the building

The Dickson House was built in late 19th century on a spot
that overlooked the sea near the Seif Palace. It is thought
that it was a property of a Kuwaiti merchant and was owned
later by the ruling family. Following the 1899 Agreement
between Sheikh Mubarak Al Kabeer and Britain, the Dickson
House became the residence and the office of the British
Agent as from 1904-1935. Today, it serves as a cultural
centre and a museum presenting the history of the Kuwaiti-
British relations under the supervision of the National Council
for Culture, Arts and Letters.

The ground floor of the house consists of several rooms with
an arcade composed of four tapered arches at the front
overlooking the sea. Behind these arches are rooms with
wide and high hallways starting from the front hallway and
ending at the backyard. Opened from its two ends, allowing
sea breeze to come through, the hallway was probably, used
as summer Diwanyia [a place where men gather]. However,
when the house became the residency of the British Agent,
the hallway was used as a waiting area for the visitors.

Like most local buildings, Dickson House is simple. Its
foundation is made of coral and sea rocks and its walls are
made of clay or thick sea rocks cemented to each other with
clay. The beams (called Shandals) made from Mangrove
trunks were imported from East Africa and are stacked on
the walls horizontally in a parallel manner.

Above the Shandal is a layer of shredded bamboo (called
Bascheel) stacked in a crisscross manner, covered with a
straw mat (called Bowari), all of which is covered with a
20 cm layer of clay mixed with straw and also with ashes to
insulate against humidity.
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The house with colonial balcony

The house style with colonial balcony is referred to a common architectural style
spread in the Spanish and Portugal colonies in Careebian Sea and Latin
America, at the beginning of the 18th century, and then later on, this style had
appeared in the East. These styles are characterized with a high balcony above
the house level. The purpose of this ceiled and uncovered balcony at the sides
is to receive much of the breeze gusts to soothe the heat of the house of the hot
weather.

The balcony, as the hall, which is extended in front of the rooms of the traditional
Kuwaiti house, does, protects the walls of rooms against the heat. And to
smooth the scorching sun incandescence, which penetrates the windows.
Therefore to get a cool weather through the thermal transfer, the ceilings of the
colonially houses- which often, and there for the balconies will be at the same
height, as this will lead a plenty of the incandescence of sun and its heat to come
in- so, this upper part in the openings which is located between the posts of
balcony will be covered with meshes, in order to cover the sun, but at the same
time without hindering the air movement.

During 19th century political agents and European businessmen residents in the
Gulf adopted a Spanish/Portuguese colonial style of architecture such as the
Political Resident in Bousherhr, which is a copy of colonial houses in India.
Dickson house, in contrast, is different, as the original model was not according
to a colonial design, but was remodeled into one from the original local design.

. 8

Dickson House location at present time
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The Architectural Modification On The house

In August 1904, the first Political Agent, Col. Knox, arrived
Kuwait. Col. Knox was also the first European to travel on a
camel deep into the desert to reach Hafr Al Batin, 160 miles west
of Kuwait.

When Col. Knox (1904-1909) took the house, it consisted of a
ground floor with a backyard and a facade of tapered arches
overlooking the sea. Behind the house were the stores, and
perhaps reception and living rooms. Above the house, as in the
other neighboring houses, there are multipurpose rooms built at
the edge of the roof to receive the cool breeze in the afternoon,
and are separated by an open space used for sleeping in
summer nights.

After Col. Knox's mission was over, Captain Shakespeare (1909-
1915) took over as the new Political Agent. Eventually
Shakespeare became a close friend to Sheikh Mubarak, the
ruler of Kuwait, despite an unfriendly encounter. Shakespeare
was a reckless, quick-tempered irritable person but at the same
time a brave and courageous one. In 1910, Shakespeare met
King Saud in Kuwait, and in 1915 he fought with the Saudis
against Ibn Rashid and was killed at the age of 36, leaving
behind a good reputation and dear memories. A monument was
built for him in a small Christian cemetery, which is the same
cemetery where doctor Mylrea had been buried in1952.
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Shakespeare's impact on the Dickson
House was great. He had it modified mainly
from its conventional local Arab style to a
mixture of Arab and European colonial
styles. He started these modifications by
building a reception room in the empty area
between the two rooms on the roof of the
house. In doing so he combined iron and
wood, a constructional technique known to
the British houses in their hot colonies. In
order to preserve the wide area he used a
long iron beam in the centre of the new
room's ceiling to support two rows of beams
made of Indian teak wood instead of the
usual Mangrove wood. The iron beam, also
imported from India, was supported by its
sides with two wood beams with engraved
chapiters which are still there. The fireplace
in the reception room is possibly one of the
additions made by Captain Shakespeare
because its style is definitely British.

One of Shakespeare's most important mod-
ifications on the Dickson House was the
high raised terrace that gave the house its
colonial style. This covered terrace with
meshed wooden screens was built at the
front of the house to overlook the sea. An
outdoor stone bench leads to two identical
curved stairs descending to the street.
Sometime later, this terrace was enlarged,
and more balconies (north and south) were
added to the house. A new suite for guests
was built and connected to the main house
by a wooden transom from the balcony.
Other modifications included the closure of
front covered arches on the ground floor,
creating another study room and a more
spacious.
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The modifications done by Shakespeare
altered the style of the house from a simple
conventional Arab house to a fairly big
house, especially with the addition of the
balcony. It had altered the house from a
closed residential house to an open house.

Several Political Agents took over the post
after Shakespeare, albeit for shorter times,
among them Col. Gray (1915-1916), Col.
Hamilton (1916-1918) Cap. Loch (1918-
1919) and Cap. McCollum (1919-1920).
Cap. Loch, however, did not reside in
Dickson's house, but chose to settle in the
old Quarantine in Shuwaikh.

In 1920 Col. More took over for nine years.
More had a masterly command in classical
Arabic language, and was worldly wise. He
set an excellent example, as a British man
who had great regard for his job.

Violet Dickson, wife of Col. Harold Dickson
who replaced More, said that she received
the house from Col. More on her arrival to
Kuwait in very bad condition. More
acknowledged that he did not do any
remodeling or repairs because he did not
want to do so. Instead, Col. More let the
house become ramshackle, because he
sent plans for a new residency for the
Political Agent to the British Commissioner
in India. The "new" residence was adjacent
to the old one, closer to the sea.
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Dickson house external elevations. o s« cud daa jlall cilgal 6l
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Dickson house internal elevations. ) s«Sos cud a4l cilgal 4l
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Dickson House cultural center - External views. z il (e s — SN (S Sy 38 e
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Col. More did not take any step towards maintaining the Dickson i juas fe ¢ 8 Ciyed ol aigh 3 ity i Sl ) cllabaadl joe Ju
House which, due to its proximity to the sea front and nature of the .} .3 cus codl 13 e Alsiladll (o e Jigd oSl Cigie adle Chugy Lass
construction materials (sun dried clay, sea rocks and wood) used in Ll o) s Gagh s 4y ) Geal ol o 4ad ge Cany Loy s cdilin 3 Sl
its building, needed extra care as it is more vulnerable 0 aleas iy o(cudally uellly Cainall cplall) 48l 3 Caerdiul 3 Lol
environmental damage. These types of houses need to be i .Li (S Aoyl pra Al Aails dalay gl ode Jiad . ) Al 4 jo
continuously maintained due to the rapid erosion of the clay, as it Ll ctis suse 153, i o lia 30080 &y jaall 3 el e 303G
cracks from the scorching sun heat in summer and deteriorates in = &l e |,k 31 @il oy eety oLl allity 1385 . jUasY) slue 48 a1
winter due to rainfall. The negligence of Col. More led to the damage sz o jaall cali ) Jleayl 138 53 385 . jlane a e S Ciie 5 5,aY) Zakl)
of the walls of the Dickson House due to the high level of humidity in . 4, gl (e Gaaied Z3LY) @i Lo ) d8lia) (lgd Dygla )l (5 ginne gy
them. In addition, the plaster coat on the walls disintegrated due to . Zzall (i jf selly 3y Lo Ll Lo jaall oda  ais G Gl dahs feis
salts absorbed from the soil. The wooden beams too, deteriorated solaall et s L Leilla &g
due to seepage of water.
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The Dickson family

Col. Harold Dickson assumed the office of political agency after Col. More (1929-1936). During his
seven years of service in Kuwait, Col. Dickson showed remarkable political expertise and
sophistication. He served Kuwait with a great enthusiasm - more than any other political agent sent
by Britain.

Col. Dickson spent most of his time in the desert, where he felt at home. In addition to his political
expertise, social activities and his high moral character, he was an artist painting in watercolor. He
liked the Arabian style of living and admired Arab manners and principles. He liked Bedouins and
spoke their language. His loyal and honest attitude towards the people of the Arabian Peninsula
gained him the trust of both rulers and subjects. His knowledge of the desert and the life style and
mentality of its peoples was invaluable to the British government as it helped in designing its policies
in the Arabian Peninsula and the Gulf region.

Col. Dickson and his wife Violet had a good command of Arabic language especially the Kuwaiti
dialect, as well as a true love for the people of the region, a fact that enabled them to contribute in
recording Kuwait's cultural history. They produced 'The Arabs of the Desert' and 'Kuwait and her
Neighbors'. Mrs. Dickson wrote 'Forty years in Kuwait' and 'The Wild Flowers in Kuwait and Bahrain'.
Mr. and Mrs. Dickson's daughter Zahra, also wrote books, including 'Kuwait Was My Home'".

When Mr. and Mrs. Dickson moved to the house in May 1929 they started repairing and rebuilding
it. This became a continuous fact of their stay.

The repairs were done by a Kuwaiti builder called Ahmed. Using conventional construction
materials, he supported the foundations with sea rocks and built 4 supports along the front arcades
so that they support the weight of the upper floor. However, in spite of these major renovations in
1929, winter rains washed away the clay layer that covered the roof of the house and a wall in the
southern dining room started to collapse and became unable to support the room's ceiling. In order
to fix this problem, Dickson had to cut the Agency's boat mast into two halves to keep the ceiling's
beams from falling. The eastern balcony was also expanded. The house did not receive any other
major repairs for 15 years.

Col. Dickson moved from the house in 1935 for almost a year, when the new residency for the
Political Agent was complete (currently the British Embassy and the Ambassador's house). After
Dickson's retirement in 1936 in the age of 55, Sheikh Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah appointed him as
the High Local Representative of Kuwait Oil Company which was newly established (1934), and he
moved again to his previous house on the seaside. He lived there until his death in 1959.
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Violet, his widow, best known among Kuwaitis as "Um Saud" continued living in that house fulfilling her husband's wishes. Due

to her service to her country, the Queen bestowed her with 'Dame of Order' in 1976. Mrs. Dickson lived in the Dickson House
until 1990 when she returned to her homeland, during the Gulf war. She died there in January 1991.

In 1956 the sea front project was launched and the authorities had to remove the two curved staircases from the balcony and
replaced them with one straight one, which is still there today.

However, the biggest change in the Dickson House took place in 1959, when its western wing collapsed and was rebuilt with
reinforced concrete instead of conventional materials like clay and wood. At the same time the dining room was expanded
from the southern side and the workers rooms were also expanded towards the backyard. During these renovations, the 3
tapered arches, original and main elements of the house, were closed.

It is worth mentioning that the rooms built at the end of the backyard were used for several purposes, including as a barn, a
stable, a garage, storerooms, laundry and more.
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Al Qeiblyah School cultural center
(Al Qeiblyah school For Girls)

Women Education in Kuwait

Unlike men, women in Kuwait did not enjoy the right to education in the early
17th c, the age of revival. Social traditions imposed early marriage and
required that they stay at home.

Education of females began with the teaching of Qur'an, either by the head
of the family, or by 'mutawa’a’, an informal teacher, who received her
education at home, learning Qur'an. In 1938 there were 45 mutawa'as in
Kuwait teaching approximately 2000 girls in the different districts of Kuwait.

Girls would sit cross-legged on a mat around the teacher, with a small chair
in front each of them. Teaching sessions took place Al A'areesh (arbor)
during the summer and in one of the rooms in the mutawa’a’s house during
winter. There were no rules for accepting students, and in some cases male
children studied with their relatives at a mutawa'a's. School fees were quite
little, paid in installments and had many different names, such as dokhla, an
entry fee, Al Khameesia, paid on Thursdays, Nafela, paid on religious
holidays and Khatma, when a student memorized the full text of Qur'an.
Poor girls were exempted from most fees.

A procession was arranged for the student that completed Khatma, with her
colleagues singing religious songs. Donations from people of the district
were received and given to the Mutawa'a. If the girl's father wouldn't allow
the procession, he promised to pay the Mutawa'a part of his daughter's
dowry.

After 1926 girls' education improved as Ms. Aysha Al Azmiri opened a
school; the graduates of which opened schools of the same type. Students
were divided into three groups: newcomers, intermediate, and distinguished.
They would in the same room, learn to read and write, the principles of
Maths and the Holy Qur'an. They also learned embroidery, wool and cotton
knitting. These schools continued in parallel when the government schools
for girls began in 1937/1938.
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The Beginning of The Regular Education

The development of girls' education came as part of a social development
movement influenced by the realization that women had an important role to
play in building a society. Social reformers, such as Sheikh Youssif Al Qina'i
and Al Sayed Abdulla Al Rifa'i and Sheikh Abdel Aziz Al Rashid, advocated
the education of women, a call that met some objection from others. With the
establishment of Shura Council in Kuwait, Sheikh Abdulla Al Jaber, head of the
council, and his colleagues pointed out the importance of girls' education.
Meetings were held to discuss the matter and the possible reaction of society.
Al Wusta School, the first formal school for girls, was opened for the
1937/1938 school year.

The council recruited the first two qualified teachers for that school, two sisters:
Wasifa and Rifga Ouda, from Palestine. Mariam Abdel Malek Al Saleh joined
them, as the first Kuwaiti teacher in government schools. As the school was
inaugurated, the number of students registered reached 140 students. This
equaled 18% of the total number of students that year.

That same year Al Malaya Badriya Al 'Utigi private school opened. Also known
as Bint Matara, the school operated until 1950 and played an important role in
girl's education.

? £ i e > g ."'. o
The location of Al Qeiblyah School Cultural Center at o BN AL A paall S el e
present time sl i gl

Al Qeiblyah School 1951 1951 ALl du poalt

AUl el g,

b_‘.c- Al dmy c.nf\;.nﬂ Silala _))LI:L_I slaal) Hil:! _)).‘nﬁ Lg:__ﬂ
Bles layy adiad) oliy 3l el s 438 jaay 5 AY) Cladindl
A ve adl o aelue audly el Crug gl e i Dal)
g B sall il 5 55 paiy (ygaly epdi ) G al) e gy ol
& sosdl Gdae gl amy pasd) L e Oe oY L
s Al A8 55 = Gadaall ety — el B de )y oy S
sl Ly ¥ 10 Ciagd cleldiall ) gaic o 5Ll sl 559
il Aaldas ds yae Jgl i V5 85 painall (B ale Jadll 2535 (e
O g @l e b dusadl s a1938/37 Ll dl Ll 3
- il 48 jlaal) sy
Lt Lupaall sda (8 Jaall Gila 5o ity Jgf g palaall SBla
Lagna Ciles g Oplandd o 3250 A8 WAL 5250 Adiay Gl
AasSall (e 4 oS L e Ol eellaall llal) die oy 50 5330
EBlaud) e Jaay Ja Ll sda g e pdad) Glel of L
3Y%o18 Jolas Lps a5 ANLI40 U e (e lad) iles i L
Ao S Gy o3oha Cay sl xé,}a:uj) :L...a.\il! (shdiall
A sl sl J€ agle cati) U et 500 il 521950
Aetles s Lt 3 adiaall (e




The Education Council, established earlier, was motivated by
parents' enthusiastic interest in educating their daughters, and
opened three schools in subsequent years. In 1942/1943, these
schools were incorporated with three other schools. In 1945
there were four girls' schools, with the opening of Al Zahra
school led by director Mariam Abdel Malek Al Saleh the same
year.

Al Qeiblyah school For Girls

The Al Qeiblyah School for Domestic Science, in the Qeiblyah
district, was originally the house of Al Sayyed Khalaf Al Nagib.
It was converted into a girls' school, it has three entrances: the
main entrance occupies the northeast facade; the other two are
on the southwest fagcade. The entrances lead to two courtyards,
each with an upper storey.

The foundation of the house was built of sea bricks. Doors and
windows were made of teak wood, an expensive material, which
was often used in the houses of the rich. The Shandal beams
was also used for ceilings, imported from India and East Africa,
were three meters length and 10 centimeters diameter. It
consists of parallel beams covered by Bascheel, a layer of
bamboo, then a layer of Bawari or woven mats, covered with a
20 cm layer of mud mixed with straw. Finally, all this was
covered with dust, in order to provide insulation from humidity.
Red brick was used for courtyards as it is stronger, capable to
absorb water and to resist heat. However, mud was also used
as a building material, which led to its collapse in 1945, after sig-
nificant rainfall.

It is worth to be mentioned, this house later on had been
converted into a school for girls (education school for woman).
This name remained till the schooling year 1949/1950, then the
education department called it (Al Qeiblyah School), attributed
to its location in Al Qeiblyah quarter.

The crnaments above the main entrance il Jaadl (348 53 g gall i la 30

iej weole SO G jlall l_},...'l;\.az_ﬁl! el g ladl HL':'I _,}J}'l ¢'Lﬂ31 I PRI L |
EX i ool ol Cimay 5 .01946/40 5 (2194039 (21939/38 A e
Ja ol Loy A8 5 A0l g e gl 8 ¢a1943/1942 il Hlall Lyl

Aed 5 0 el S 3 g 50 gl plall i 8 1o

il 40N Z jal

dihie 8 ady S il dujae ) alysad J il Gl 2l Y e il IS
el dgal )l 3 da g aghe o I Jdl (Jalae S e ) (sS5 ALS
U Jaladl ada a5 Ay sall Ly giall Leal ) (8 Gy 0 AW VAl g (A
Oshall e <l 4y 8 Leadiud) o gall Wl s gle 0 leghe Wisa S glay codipn
aa (e S ALl g Gl i 41945 dle cudl Sl il aal (IS 53
8 adall 13 aadiuy OIS Lo Ll 5 31l g ol e Ll s aaail dBg ¢ )
Sigh (a3 gy JS (S ¢(Jad) B8 A28l LS o e LY oLt gy
Gl 3o et s e ) o jhaily jlial EOE ) Algh duayy Lk A G b e
(Jlll) sleys Gl paall 368 L je Calaal L ji e palse 0 3oke sy )
zoseddl suanll sy oladl 8 Gas saaldl QIR e gl ga s dialill (e 48k
cp e (Mgn LeSom plyy GREIL Lasladl cplal e Biikay Lempen (hais L1 5 (e
(oY) Aus) aadiul WS L Guedll Gl (uSatl Gaall gf ale il A5kl 038 3 5
Saglieg sall Calalio ol paliatial o g il g 4 il ) jaead llyg (31 a1 Y
) sl
L A yae) Cypens il Ty Y ey Leid Jgad o8 o) 138 oS3 paall
(A pualt 4y Al
i lrall 35300 Lghaudd &3 21950/ 1949l jall Alall s ai) 13¢5 o ped oy 8
cll al) (el g ) s (Ll A padl) —

The exterior courtyard of Al Qeiblyah School Cultural AL L gl S pal s glal olidl
Center ival

The interior courtyard of Al Qeiblyah School Cultural Center (AU Ll du yaall 38 pul Jslall oLl
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Among the first teachers at the Qeiblyah School were Ms Suad Sayed Rajab Al 21950 e Jif bl alad oy 3 3a0lu <ilS A malial)
Rifa'i (former assistant deputy at the ministry of education), Munira Hemoud Al ) s sbe Slasud) L8 G a6 b jaall Ji 6l G 0
Jarah Al Sabah, Ghanima Al Gharaballi, Amal Jaf'ar, Lulwa Abdel Mohsen Al Saqr, 2ses 5 sies o(du il 3 js 4L sacludll 484l 2l )
Hayat Adnan Al Nagib and others. Students were provided with all SChoOl (pusall dc 55lsls ¢ siea Jal s ¢ L il dasie 5 cmloall #) )
requirements, including school uniforms. As population, society, and infrastructure 253 o leall 5 52 CuilS g o e 5 il glide 3ha g ¢« il
grew, modern schools were established for boys and girls. Al 3 gas udhe (e ol Al Jasd) cilalial JSo il 5 o)
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The Qeiblyah School is listed as a historic building under the supervision
of the National Council of Culture, Arts and Letters, which implemented a
rehabilitation program for the building which included coating the walls
with cement, restoration of the design above the main entrance, and
closing the liwans in the northwest facade with glass sheets. Inner
courtyards were also covered by unbreakable polycarbonate insulating
sheets, which allow natural light in the building. Finally, the roof of the
building was supported by metal trusses (I-Beam).

The NCCAL reopened the building after the rehabilitation effort was in
2001, celebrating Kuwait as the capital of Arab culture. The building is
considered one of the cultural centers under NCCAL authority. It is the
headquarters of the antiquities and museum department, the engineering
department as well as other cultural departments.
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External elevations. = jliall Cleal 5l

a8 Al Ay il dgal g1
South eastern elevation

]

| NN | SN S ) S— S— S—  Su— ) S— ) S—— S— ) S— ) S_— - _—) ) )

[ — — S— w— | — ) S— — S— — ) — — — - -

[F‘"ﬂ" "_"ﬂ‘"_ _'n"‘_ "ﬂ'"‘_'n’ "

A el Ay siall dgal 112
South western elevation




External elevations i jiall cilgal i

Il_ll | | P — p— ) — ) — ) F— ] —  — ) — —  —) ) —) p— ) p— ! | N | N ) S— ) —  — S—  — O S— ) S— ) S—  S— S— S—

48 0 ANal) dga .3
North eastern elevation

Ayl Al dgal N4
North western elevation




e

Al Qeiblyah school supervisor Al A jaalt 34801 Al Qeiblyah school cpening ceremony Ll R jadl Al i

Students and teachers pictures. <iu jodll § Cldlall aed ja




i



1927




WSbid 3 0 ja — sl daal Al da) il
Sheikh Amad Al Jaber Residence- Failaka Island

41



AR TS EQESTEN VRN P R SN [
Sheikh Amad Al Jaber Residence

Construction Year: 1927
Opening Year: 2001
Location: Failaka Island
Total area: 270 m2

Construction area: 270 mz

Failaka Island
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Failaka Island

Failaka Island is the second largest island in Kuwait and the most important archeological site in the country.
The island is rich with archeological evidence representing a consecutive historical epochs dating from the
end of the 3rd millennium BC.

An archeological survey was conducted on the Island in 1958 and excavation work began shortly after that.
The Iraqi invasion precipitated a nine year work stoppage, 1990 — 1999, as damaged structures had to be
stabilized and remaining live ordinance had to be recovered or exploded.

Failaka Island lies 20 km northeast of Kuwait City. Based on measurements taken at the extreme points on
the island, it is 14 km long and 6 km wide. The most nearest point of Kuwaiti land at east side is headland
of Salmiyah, and the nearest point of Kuwaiti land at northwest is the headland of Sabbiyah.

The island of Meskan at the northwest of Failaka Island, and Ohah Island located at its southwest side.

The island has sandy shores in general, however, there are rocky shores in the north (Al Ruweysiah) and
northwest. The island surface is relatively flat, with "Tilal Shabeega", at 10 m, being the highest point above
sea level. The island shores are good for navigation and are protected from sea storms.

Preliminary studies suggest that the "Ras Al Khider" area in the north is the approximate site of the old
harbor. There is another harbor in the south, near the Dilmun city.
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Sheikh Ahmed Al Jaber Residence

The Sheikh Ahmed Al Jaber residence on Failaka Island was built in 1927. It includes an elongated building
with a double door on each side. An elevation of the building shows two intersecting passages connecting the
outer doors. This creates four sections, further divided into rooms. Each room has two windows for internal
ventilation. The building materials consist of sea rock, mud, and wood, commonly used at that time.

This design, uncommon in the Gulf region, was very effective in hot summers. It allowed cross-ventilation
throughout the building by opening doors located at the ends of intersecting corridors.

The building was used as a Folklore or Heritage museum.
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Failaka Island aerial view. &L § 5 jal iy ea Gl )2
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Floor plan and the external elevations. & jall cigal gl 5 &Y hbadl
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Al Bader House

Built between 1837-1847, Bayt Al Bader was owned by heirs of Abdull Aziz and
Abdul Muhsin Yousif Al Bader, two of the important merchants in Kuwait. In 1968
Bayt Al Bader was annexed by the National Council for Culture, Arts, and Letters
department of Museums and Antiquities. 1t was used as a temporarily venue for the
National Museum in 1976 and now is the main office of the department of musical
heritage.

Located in Al Qeiblah district (Al Bader quarter) and overlooking the western side of
the Gulf, Bayt Al Bader is a distinguished architectural example of the social and
economic life style in Kuwait in the last century. Itis also distinguished for the durable
materials used in its construction which preserved it throughout decades.

Bayt Al Bader was built of adobes and sea rock. The walls were painted with stucco.
Shandal beams, Bascheel and Bowari were used in the ceilings which rise 4 meters
above the floor. The outdoor walls are solid and painted, with entrances featuring
varying degrees of luxury. The main facade of the house is the one overlooking the
sea, with stone benches for men.

On the front facade of Bayt Al Bader there are two of entrances. The main one, on
the right, leading to the men reception area, is huge and arched; the other one, on
the left, consists of a pair of doors leading to the work area. In the middle of each of
the entrances there is an additional door known as "The wicket" (bab bu khokhah),
and serves as the only door when the bigger doors are closed. On top of the walls
of the front facade there are wind tower vents called (Badgeer) used as coolers in
summer. These coolers were widely used in Kuwait at that time.
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One of the remarkable architectural features of Bayt Al Bader is the use of arches patterns. The
arch is formed as half crescent and is integrated into other half crescents forming a huge one with
a decoration of half a flower and an octagonal shaped arch. The house consists of five uncovered
courtyards: the Diwaniya, the harim, the kitchen, the works, and the barn.

The Diwaniya courtyard

This courtyard is reached from the main gate through a long corridor called the "liwan". On both
sides of the "liwan" are benches made of clay and furnished with cushions. There is a small door
on the left side of the "liwan" that leads to the guard's room which is spacious enough to be used
as storage too. At the end of the "liwan" comes a spacious area for men to gather.

In the middle of the Diwaniya courtyard is a pond connected to an underground reservoir of
rainwater. On the right of the "liwan" there is a wide balcony with a high ceiling. The balcony
overlooks the courtyard through the northeast end. The main reception room (majlis) is between
the balcony and the guard's room, and it opens to balcony via three pairs of doors. There is also
a small window which opens to northeast entrance.

The rest of the rooms surrounding the reception area were used either as stores or bedrooms.
There is a direct link between the reception area and the back street by means of a pair of back
doors. Near these doors and to southeastern corner there are two other doors leading to the
kitchen quarter and then to the harem quarter. The most important entrance in the courtyard is the
one with the beautiful arch in the center of the northeastern wall. Originally, this entrance used to
lead to directly to the stables to facilitate the arrivals and departures of horses. Inside the open
courtyards are shades made of straw mats with wooden frames (Al A'areesh-arbor) which are
hung on the wall and spread over the intended place.
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Clay seats for sitting( bench with billows ) in Al Diwaniya courtyard. .is gl (fea 8 Jla 0 Jaglad fesdiied) dndall selia)
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Al Bader House Plan before adding Al Diwaniya. “gf gall 48l J8 ol <l hhds
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Al Bader House Plan after adding Al Diwaniya.
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Al Bader house external elevations. 2l o doa Jall Cigal 4l
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Al Bader house external elevations . jall cud daa Al Cileal 4l
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The harim (women) quarter

In the middle of the northeast wall of the kitchen area there is a door leading to a corridor linked to
the roofed arched balcony of the harim quarter. Above the door there is hall room with narrow
curved stairs on the right. The room was used by the maids to sleep in hot summers. The stairs
also lead to a southern upper room allocated to the housekeeper.

The covered balcony occupies one and a half sides of the harim quarter. It opens to 8 bedrooms
and 6 bathrooms. These bathrooms separate bedrooms from the kitchen and the barn. This is also
one room located on the southern balcony and its bathroom is on its northeast side.

At the northern corner of the harim quarter there is a curved corridor ending with a door that opens
to a side road. A row of rooms on the northeast side of the courtyard without sun protection were
used as extra rooms for the family. In the eastern corner there is an arched corridor which leads to
a smaller courtyard containing additional bathrooms and bedrooms for servants and another
staircase leading to the roof.

On the roof there are two rooms, one at the southern end which was used for sleeping and has a
pair of doors that open to northeast and northwest. It has ventilation holes at both ends, while at
the northwest side there is a roofed balcony. A diwan is linked to this room on the southwest side.
The other room is located off the east corner of the room.

The kitchen quarter

Considering the large size of the extended, multi-generational family and that the entire family lived
in the same house, the kitchen area, which would have been in constant movement, was an
important place in the house. It is located between the Diwaniya courtyard and the harim quarter.
The most important element of the kitchen area is a water well surrounded by a lofty brick wall and
big room used as a store for wood and coal.

sl s

Jeosall el ) 525 ol llia feadl dald 380 JLall) bilal) Chatic g
Lelosind CilS Al L) ) sl g o jall daliy Sealall o giall <l 48 d) 48,50 )
Ol il Y (5 sile B sl ) 535 Jlall sall (e L asill Ol cilesla
el Agie a5l Craiad dnga Do 3aa ALl 138 g0 LS ¢ el
o el
\L‘_)u‘;'uLn:'Lé._lic-cﬁﬁj&aﬁlhh_}quﬂ;ﬂjd@jbﬂ;hwﬁ:@ﬁmJ::;E_g
J...a.ﬁalﬁjMha\ﬂn&!)}lj&bhﬁ&ﬂmﬁ@aﬁa!d)ﬁ@u&ﬂ;ﬂ?}ﬁ
e ) A Baals s yan e Lo Gl gall s sl alug o sl Gl aa o Bale
c Al Ml Loy oleal) 8 500 Ciall G Ay giall A8 0 300 3

T A Sl i Sade JA0 ses dam amadl dale e JL SN S
OIS 28 dalull 3530 el calall e a3l 5l & jaal) e WL ala 35k e
A ghoe 4 35 S5 g ade ae ) Al ) 1 4 gl ddlin) O jaaS aadtiay o die i il
Jalu ) oads dgfes pae i S80S0 b . eadll dadl (e aflead 4ald
’ bl U o AT alug il Lala 5 e s dlin) Clelen i il
Jaiudy o siadl Capall 3 3V Al L ol giae e phaad) e i o
Glaid Lely cdyp pall LMLl y 48,40 5 Al Ggadl o ladly Ll Loy asill
ealyy b 850 oAl el culal) ey .ol oialill 2yl
SV (F AV soaall Ay L Al gl sl e - i ol 8 ealy
Jhadl 3,0

Faball (i

_‘US.l[_,i_ga.]‘)a nh13&y‘_ﬁh};\gﬂ3k}1§;15&ﬁ3$m_g3)§ﬁz_}u‘y1 s Ll
Ghall Giss alys il J)gh 38 5all mad Sy hagall CSWY) e bl iga
Jala b sy ele s o dd Lo ablg . anpaldl (Bm g Al gl hsa (s oad)

QuiAl 3T O RS a2t godaall ) a5 uS A e ) dilaYl coghll (e e
il 5




The Harim (women) courtyard s (i~
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Work area

This area is accessible through a huge gate near the main entrance of the reception area facing the
sea. The work area was used to store goods, sails, ship masts, hunting tools and livestock under a
sunshade inside the entrance. In this area was also used by sailors to repair tools and for that
purpose, two rooms were set aside as a kitchen and a bathroom for the workers.

The work area is connected to the kitchen area by a narrow corridor starting from the roofed balcony
on the southeast side and ending near the kitchen. Originally, the work area was connected to the
reception area through an arched opening passing through the stable. Perhaps there were other
rooms in the north east side of the work area but they were removed after a new building was
erected in this corner in1937. A reception hall was added to this courtyard and is used by Al Bader
family as a Diwaniya.

The barn

Access to the livestock was possible only through a door in the eastern corner of the kitchen, thus,
it was a closed barn for livestock. There was a shaded area that opened to the same courtyard.
Every day at dawn and sunset, the beasts were driven through the town alleys to the grazing land
at the outskirt of the city. The only way out was through the kitchen area and the back entrance to
the men's quarter. The big back gates were used also as a passage for horses, although the
practice in many houses was to allocate a special entrance for the stables.
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The kitchen courtyard Fuball (s
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Kathema Cultural Center

Construction Year: 1950
Opening Year: 2002

Location: Al Jahra-Al Jahra area
Total area: 3,710 mz
Construction area: 3,450 mz

Visiting Time:
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Kathema cultural center
Kathema School

Built in 1950 in old Jahra City, which was surrounded by farms at that time,
Kathema School was the first school ever built in Al Jahra province. It consisted of
a very small house, which was expanded over several stages in order to
accommodate the increasing number of students. Later, Kathema School was
renamed to Al Jahra Middle School and then to Al Jahra School for both primary
and middle school students.

During the Iraqi invasion the school was severely damaged and in 2002 the Ministry
of Education decided to stop using it as a school. It was turned it over to the
National Council of Culture, Arts and Letters as a historic building. The school
underwent a fundamental restoration and is used now as a cultural centre for Al
Jahra locals and as centre for the Gulf and foreign archeological missions in the
State of Kuwait.

Kazemah cultural Center:

The centre building is two storeys, the first of which consists of 15 rooms, a library
and a theatre with a capacity of 200 seats. The theatre is used for festivals and
other occasions. The second floor is equipped for the use of Museums &
Archeology sector of the National Council and to receive Gulf and foreign
archeological missions who come for excavations in Kuwait.

Pictures of Kathema School studens and teachers.
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The location of Kathema Cultural Center at present time
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The agricultural courtyard in Kathema School.
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First floor plan

1. Control room
2. Laboratory
3. Rest room
4. Bedroom

5. Store
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Museum of Modern Art

Construction Year: 1938-1939
Opening Year: 2003

Location: Al A'asema-Sharq area
Total area: 2,880 mz
Construction area: 2,770 mz
Visiting Time:
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Museum of Modern Art

Al Shargiyah school for Girls

Built in 1938-1939, in Sharqg district of Kuwait City, Al Shargiyah School was
originally the residence of Hajji Faras family. In the northwest section of the lot
there is al Shargiyah modern school; in the north is the Gulf Road, to the east there
is Nahidh mosque, in the south is Abu Bakr Al Siddig Street, and in the west is the
Hilal Al Mutairi cemetery.

The Education Department, at the time, chose this building when it decided to build
a primary school for boys in the area. As the number of students increased beyond
the capacity of the classrooms, a new school for boys was established and the
building was transformed into a primary school for girls. The building came under
the supervision of the National Council for Arts Culture and Letters, which began
e rehabilitation work in 2001. The building was officially inaugurated in January 2003
= : ' during the Al Qurain Cultural Festival.

Architectural Design

The design of the school is characteristic of its environment, reflecting the
indigenous architectural style of the period. It is a simple building that covers nearly
2,770 sq.m. and consists of two major sections: courtyard A and courtyard B. The
former was built in the first stage of construction, with the floor and roof made
entirely from natural materials. It was only during restoration that modern building
materials were added. The school includes the following sections.

The Entrances

The school has two entrances, one on the west side, and the other in the north
side, between the administration and the services areas. The height is about 275
cm, occupying most of the fagade height. The doors are made mainly from teak
wood, each consisting of two leaves .87 x 2 m high, 4 cm thick, with geometric
wooden panels. The doors are topped with a small opening of 48 cm high, with
vertical iron bars, with 13 cm between each of the two bars.

The school's western entrance is reached through an open courtyard. The door is
crowned by a decorated panel carrying the name of the school in relief decorated
calligraphy, at a height of 130 cm. It leads to a small hall 2.56 x 3.93 m with a roof
made of Shandal beams (Mangrove wood) at a height of 4.75 m and walls covered
with mud and white lime.
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The north entrance has a simple facade parallel to the school
facade, with 80 cm decorative panels in relief on the sides. Its roof,
2.30 x 3.3 m, is made of Shandal beams, each of 30 cm thick. The
entrance is crowned by an arch with a top of a height of 130 cm.
The door is opposite the corridor (liwan), around the open
courtyard. The level of liwan floor is equal to that of the entrance
floor which rises 30 cm above outside level. Frequent building
demolition in the neighborhood has raised the land level in the area.

The Courtyard

There is an open area in the middle of the school which takes the
shape of pentagon and covers an area of 306.60 sq.m. connecting
all the school components. It is a spacious and open courtyard, with
arched and decorated liwans. Cement brick flooring, which were
replaced by ceramic tiles during restoration works, represent an
advanced stage in construction.
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The liwan

This is the area connecting the courtyard and the classrooms. It has a rectangular
shape and a space of 244.65 sq.m. The floor is covered by ceramic tiles and the
walls, 50 cm thick, are built of sea rock and mud. One side of the walls, overlooking
the courtyard, has columns built of brick to a height of 2.72 m. The roof of the liwan
is made of Shandal beams, Bascheel (ditch reeds) and Bowari (cane or reed), and
spherical old fashion bulbs hang in the middle by electric wires at equal distances.

The Classrooms

The classrooms are located on the south and east sides of the building, occupying
a space of 182.91 sq.m. There are seven rectangular classrooms, 4x7 m each
(total of 28 sg.m), accommodating more than 25 students each. The walls, 50 cm.
thick, are built of sea rock and mud. The dividing walls are built of mud bricks and
lime. Each classroom has three windows, each measuring 1.03 m x 2.56 m and
recessed 40 cm. in the walls, overlooking the courtyard. The rooms are 4.75 m high
and the roofs are made of Shandal beams, with spherical old-fashioned lighting
units hanging from an electric wire at equal distances.

The Doors

The school has eleven internal doors made of teak wood of the same dimensions:
1.03 m x2.56 m. Each has two leaves that move inside and measure .515 m x
1.98 m, is 4.5 cm thick and is set in a recess of 40 cm. In each leaf there are three
simple inlays of 29 cm x 46 cm and thickness of 3 cm, and they are fixed with 3
hinges measuring 12.5cm in 80 cm intervals. Above the leaves there is a small
panel measuring 27.5 cm along the width of the door. It consists of a wooden frame
with a glass screen measuring 27.5 cm x 96 cm. Behind it is a line of iron bars of
a diameter of 12 mm set horizontally at equal distances, allowing the screen to
provide natural light.

The Windows

In the school there are 17 internal windows, identical in form and dimensions, each
is 1.05 mx 2.16 m, set in a recess of 40 cm. Each has four panes that open in and
measure 46 cm x 82 cm, with a thickness of 3.5 cm. Each pane has a glass panel
frame 26 cm x 58 cm, with a thickness of 2 mm, simple decoration on the frame,
and hinges that measure 6.5 cm. Each window is topped with a smaller panel
26.5 cm in height. It consists of a wooden frame holding a glass screen 26.5 cm x
96 cm, providing natural lighting, with iron bars, each measuring 12 mm. in
diameter, set horizontally at equal distances.
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The External Facades s Al cleal Sl

The exterior walls of the building are remarkably high, with many narrow painted G 55 3 (e sl g oliall ol g dalay ) Cilgal s el
openings in their lower sections and are made of simple materials. The colors used <isiiy Lale pliiyl @i oy .l dhmdl 2l
are in harmony with the surrounding environment. The entrance facades have some zlud (o dida; laiey ¢ liudl Lja 4 3,08 ddun
protruding apertures, decorated with symmetrical vertical elements in equal distances DL 5 5L el gl ) Jaladl deal g Ceand RIES EN|
at a height of 1.35 m above the roof of the school. The elements are the badgeers JSill dakiiie 4 ;) lids cigal sl leb 3 gty 535 7 jlall
(air cooling apparatus), originally meant for ventilation and cooling the roofs on eias ¢a 1.35 jaie; dunall mhau sley plii g diludly

summer nights ( while sleeping on the roof). dosedl Gl aaaiid ColS 7yl ge 3le il
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The administration buildings occupy a space of 180.50 sg.m. and they are located 131y
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The Free Atelier

The building, 1,590 square meters, was established in 1919. It belonged to Jassim
Mohammed Al Ghanim Al Jaber, a wealthy pearl merchant in Kuwait who died in
1952. ltis situated on the Gulf road in Sharq district. The building was dedicated to
arts activities and it came to be known as the " Free Atelier". In 1979 it came under
the supervision of fine art department of NCCAL.

This house is considered to be a model of traditional Kuwaiti architecture, which put
emphasis on circulation and orientation. The free atelier survived three stages of
development: from 1919 through 1951 as a residence of Al Ghanim family, from
1951 through 1960 when the house was enlarged in a southeastern direction, and
from 1960 to the present.

The third stage began after Al Ghanim family left the house in early 1960s to settle
in one of the modern districts. At that time the house became a haven for the art
movement in Kuwait and came to be known as the "Free Atelier". The house was
renovated to include a workshop for metalwork on the site of former sheep
courtyard, art workshops, and galleries, and served the early generation of Kuwaiti
artists. One of the most prominent activities held there was the 'Spring Exhibition'
which introduced many original talents, still considered to be creative symbols of art
movement.
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The general layout of the house

Like most Kuwaiti houses at that time, it was one storey building of mud and sea-rock encased in plaster.
It had decorated wooden roofs and, in traditional style, the rooms were distributed on the sides of the
house and their doors and windows opened onto internal courtyards planted by cedar trees, palm trees
or any other long-lasting species.

The house has four sections or courtyards and three entrances. The main Diwaniya entrance opens to
the northwest and overlooks the Gulf shore, another entrance in the northeast, and the last, southwest
of the kitchen. With the exception of the facade wall of Diwaniya, all the outer walls are designed with
no windows or openings are between 50 cm and 100 cm thick. Parallel to the main fagade of the house
are two brick benches painted with plaster, used by men for relaxation.

The building has a special decorative feature on the outer facade of the Diwaniya. There are five
windows with high arches, low windowsills that overlook the Gulf Road.

First: the diwaniya (men's reception)

The main entrance leads to a short corridor that opens on the liwan (hall or corridor) and the Diwaniya
courtyard measuring 9 m x10.20 m. On the left it has a bench built of brick and painted with plaster. The
roof of the corridor is supported by wooden beams and in the middle is the Diwaniya entrance,
overlooking an internal covered patio.

The Diwaniya has five doors overlooking the liwan made of wooden panels topped by semi circular glass
windows punctuated by concave and convex wooden decorations. As the liwan opens on the courtyard,
it is one step higher than the level of the floor. An internal door leads to the coffee room, used by coffee
boys entrusted to prepare Arabic coffee for men.
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On the opposite side there is another liwan in the southeast, raised one step above the floor level. It is
attached to two rooms; one is for food storage, the other, with an attached bathroom, is a bedroom for
guests. These rooms were integrated into one larger room with two doors, after dividing walls were
removed.

The Diwaniya courtyard is identical in location and design to the traditional Arab courtyard in general and
a Kuwaiti courtyard in particular. The shape is almost square and the floor is covered by yellow brick tiles.
In the middle there is a well surrounded by a wall and covered by a stone, to be lifted for water storage or
consumption. In the southeast corner there is a narrow corridor leading to the Harim courtyard from the
northeast and to the kitchen courtyard from the southeast. The Diwaniya courtyard includes five columns
as well as twelve wooden doors, six of which belong to Diwaniya, two for the coffee room, three for the
storage room and guestroom, another for the guest bathroom.

Second: the harem courtyard (women's section)

This courtyard is of medium size at 10 m x10.40 m. It is the prettiest and the liveliest in the free atelier,
surrounded by liwans supported by multi-sided wooden columns. In the four corners there are piers built
of bricks. The liwans floors are one step above the floor level of the courtyard. All floors are covered with
yellow tiles.

In the middle of the courtyard, which is the most romantic area - with shade, breezes, and birds singing in
the evening and daybreak, grows a kina tree. Three brick staircases lead to the roof, which was the best
place for sleep during hot summer.
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Eight large bedrooms open to the courtyard, one of which is used as a women's reception (Al Mag'ad).
The rooms have high ceilings and upper terraces used for sleep. There are two private bathrooms, with
a third used by all family members in the southwest corner.

From the northeast the Al Harim courtyard is connected to the outer world by a corridor and two rooms.
One of the rooms is used to provide privacy for the inhabitants of the house and leads to an outer door.
All bedrooms have windows looking outside the building, which indicates the conservative style of
traditional Kuwaiti society.

Third: the kitchen courtyard

The kitchen courtyard is the biggest space, with dimensions of 13 m x13 m. It can be reached though
two entrances: one in the southwest, attached to a relatively large corridor in comparison to others; the
other opens to a corridor connected to harem courtyard and Diwaniya courtyard.

This courtyard has no liwans (halls or corridors) and seven rooms open onto it. These rooms include a
storage room, accommodation of servants, one bedroom and a kitchen. This courtyard is connected to
another used for breeding sheep, horses and poultry. The floor is covered by yellow tiles.

Fourth: the Cattle & poultry courtyard

During the period before the sixties, a courtyard for breeding cattle and poultry had special importance
in every house. One shepherd was in charge of the cattle of each district. At daybreak he would pass by
houses, gather herds of sheep, cows and horses, guide them through the narrow lanes to meadows on
the outskirts of the city. The animals would be returned to the courtyard before sunset. The only outlet
for cattle was the kitchen courtyard in the southeast, currently used as an art workshop and a special
metalwork workshop.
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Free Atelier plan (original condition). (iLla¥! Aall) sall au sl Lhie
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The American Hospital

Kuwait was a different place when Sheikh Mubarak Al Sabah, the 6th Ruler of Kuwait invited physicians
from the Arabian Mission of the Reformed Church of America (RCA) to establish a hospital here. At the
time, there were no hospitals and no professionally trained medical professionals in the country.

Sheikh Mubarak prudently saw the advantages of setting up a hospital in Kuwait and was its greatest
patron. In fact, he donated an adjacent acre to the land the RCA had purchased and the building began.

SV i)

V) Sy e il

Sy e A g gl Lol Al Dy el Ay pedall Db,y JS e L
e Wl e Ll Laa g LS5l (luaiga el g 55k e a0 o

cadalil ja
5o daala ) Ml g 53 gag e ad) dabu o dbadl e )l a8
5_)._1.}5!._'9_)'5 ‘:19-&53:1:..’1_9 saL_uiH.i_jL: &133.}11“1 in_,.]a_g‘agaﬂ 5_)._1.‘153
P ENEL T OO A PR SN RPN SRR B ECTPINUTATENE PP PR L JUAK




The American Hospital location at present time T el g b S i ol The American Hospital 1951 " S T &)ﬁ, o

RS R




Ultimately, the RCA built four hospitals: the original Men's Hospital in 1914, the Women's Dispensary
in 1919, a full women's hospital, officially named the Olcott Memorial Hospital, in 1939, and the
Mylrea Memorial Hospital for men in 1955. The last two hospitals, commonly known as the American
Hospitals, were built on donated to the project by Sheik Salim Al Mubarak, Abdulatif Eisa Abduljaleel,
and Sheikh Ahmed Al Jaber.

The hospitals, located on the Gulf Road near the seaside in Kuwait City, are one of two remaining
examples of Gulf Mission style architecture in the world. At a time when buildings were constructed
from stone, wood and mud mortars, the buildings on the compound were make from steel and
concrete. In fact, they are among the earliest poured concrete buildings in Kuwait.
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Characterized by the extensive use of veranda for ventilation, aesthetics and socialization, the
hospitals were designed to replicate the fabric of family life in Kuwait. Patients and their families
enjoyed the cooling breezes during the hot months and they took advantage of the ventilation to
prepare means in the hospital rooms and hallways. In the evenings, the verandas replaced
courtyards as gathering places for families and friends.

But, of course, there were more important areas of the hospitals than the verandas. Being
"modern” facilities, the hospitals included operating rooms, treatment rooms, a maternity ward,
pharmacies, eye and paediatric care.
According to records from the Women's Hospital, in the first year alone (1939), there were 188
in-patients, including maternity cases, more than 30,000 clinical treatments, 3,015 vaccinations,
212 operations, and 347 house calls.
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The increase in demand also drove improvements in the facilities. A modern
laboratory was added in 1941 and an X-ray machine was added two years later. In
1945, a full X-ray unit was added. Air conditioning was added to the operating
rooms in 1952.

Finally, the demand was such that a new hospital facility was constructed to replace
the older hospital for men. The Myrlea Memorial Hospital, commonly known as the
Men's Hospital, was built "largely through enthusiastic donations from the people of
Kuwait." The hospital was opened by H.H. the Amir, Sheikh Abdullah Al Salim in
1955 and provided services comparable to those in its sister facility.
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After the establishment of public hospitals in the 1960's, the American Hospitals
importance as the primary medical facility in Kuwait was reduced. In April 1967 the
buildings were purchased from the Arabian Mission and brough under the umbrella of the
Ministry of Health. Later, the buildings were transferred to the National Council for Culture,

Arts and Letters. At present they are being used as cultural facilities by the Dar Al Athar
Al Islamiyyah.
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The first wall

With the growth of population and the increasing importance of Kuwait, it became
exposed to many dangers. The people of Kuwait under the leadership of Sheikh
Abdullah bin Sabah, who ruled from 1762 to 1813, thought of building a wall
surrounding Kuwait to protect it from danger. The first wall of Kuwait was built in
December 1789. It extended one mile around Kuwait City between Fereege Al Nisf
in Sharq district and Fereege Al Bader in Qeiblah. The wall was punctuated by
five dirwazas ("gates" in Persian): Dirwaza Abdel Razzaq, Dirwaza Al Fadagh,
Dirwaza Al Midiris, Dirwaza Al Bader and Dirwaza bin Bati.

The second wall

The first wall did not survive long and many parts of it collapsed. It was restored
by Sheikh Jaber bin Abdulla, ruler of Kuwait in the years 1812- 1859. The second
wall around Kuwait was built in 1814 and was restored after a partial collapse in
1845 when Sheikh Bandar Al Sa'doun, Sheikh of Al Mentefidge attacked Kuwait.
Seven dirwazas were built along that wall which extended to the seashore at Ibn
Abdel Jeleel Nega'a. The gates were called: Al Butee, Abdel Razag, Al Qarawiya,
Al Shiekh (Daheman), Al Fadagh , Al Sab'aan ( Al Midairess) and Al Bader.

Collapse and rebuilding

Kuwaiti people took responsibility for building the 3rd wall. The inhabitants of each
district contributed to the work by building the part of the wall adjacent to their
district. Even during the month of Ramadan they carried on with their work after
Iftar till the time of Sohor (meal before daybreak) in the light of oil lamps. During
the day, they prepared the necessary building materials (mud, plaster), moving
them on donkeys to the site. Water was also carried to the work site, this time by
camels. The wall, built of mud with towers and gates built of plaster and mud
bricks, started and ended at the sea shore and was completed in two months (from
28th Sha'ban 1338 to 6th Shawal 1338H).

On 4 February 1957 the government decided to demolish the wall and preserve
the main gates, which still survive today as a witness from the past. This was done
to allow for the expansion and redevelopment of Kuwait City. In order to retain the
narrative inherent in the wall, the street parallel to the wall, extending from east to
west, was named after it: Al Sour.

Openings were cut into the second wall to allow more access for people. The first
and main unofficial gate was known as "Al Matabba". Others were also made,
resulting in weakening the wall and then its collapse.

The collapse of the 2nd wall motivated Sheikh Salem Al Mubarak Al Sabah, the
ninth ruler of Kuwait (r1917-1921) to build the 3rd wall of Kuwait. This was done
after the famous battle of Himdh in 1919, in which many Kuwaitis were killed.
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The wall had four Dirwazas (gates): Al Jahra, Al Shamiya (Naif), Al
Brai'cee (Al She'ab), and Binaid al Gar. A fifth gate was later added
in Al Watia district which was called "Dirwazat Al Mugssab". The
wall was punctuated by five towers between the gates and
extended nearly five miles, from the eastern shore of Kuwait City
to its western shore. The wall was approximately 4 meters high and
1.5 meters thick in the shape of a crescent.

Along the wall there were 26 narrow slits used for guns and for
watching. After the wall was completed an Amiri guard was posted
on each gate. At nightfall, three gates were closed and only one
was left open to allow people to pass.

The gates survive as remarkable landmarks of traditional Kuwaiti
architecture and civilization. They serve as a symbol of the cultural
heritage of Kuwait.
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After the establishment of public hospitals in the 1960's, the American Hospitals
importance as the primary medical facility in Kuwait was reduced. In April 1967 the
buildings were purchased from the Arabian Mission and brough under the umbrella of the
Ministry of Health. Later, the buildings were transferred to the National Council for Culture,

Arts and Letters. At present they are being used as cultural facilities by the Dar Al Athar
Al Islamiyyah.
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The first wall

With the growth of population and the increasing importance of Kuwait, it became
exposed to many dangers. The people of Kuwait under the leadership of Sheikh
Abdullah bin Sabah, who ruled from 1762 to 1813, thought of building a wall
surrounding Kuwait to protect it from danger. The first wall of Kuwait was built in
December 1789. It extended one mile around Kuwait City between Fereege Al Nisf
in Sharq district and Fereege Al Bader in Qeiblah. The wall was punctuated by
five dirwazas ("gates" in Persian): Dirwaza Abdel Razzaq, Dirwaza Al Fadagh,
Dirwaza Al Midiris, Dirwaza Al Bader and Dirwaza bin Bati.

The second wall

The first wall did not survive long and many parts of it collapsed. It was restored
by Sheikh Jaber bin Abdulla, ruler of Kuwait in the years 1812- 1859. The second
wall around Kuwait was built in 1814 and was restored after a partial collapse in
1845 when Sheikh Bandar Al Sa'doun, Sheikh of Al Mentefidge attacked Kuwait.
Seven dirwazas were built along that wall which extended to the seashore at Ibn
Abdel Jeleel Nega'a. The gates were called: Al Butee, Abdel Razag, Al Qarawiya,
Al Shiekh (Daheman), Al Fadagh , Al Sab'aan ( Al Midairess) and Al Bader.

Collapse and rebuilding

Kuwaiti people took responsibility for building the 3rd wall. The inhabitants of each
district contributed to the work by building the part of the wall adjacent to their
district. Even during the month of Ramadan they carried on with their work after
Iftar till the time of Sohor (meal before daybreak) in the light of oil lamps. During
the day, they prepared the necessary building materials (mud, plaster), moving
them on donkeys to the site. Water was also carried to the work site, this time by
camels. The wall, built of mud with towers and gates built of plaster and mud
bricks, started and ended at the sea shore and was completed in two months (from
28th Sha'ban 1338 to 6th Shawal 1338H).

On 4 February 1957 the government decided to demolish the wall and preserve
the main gates, which still survive today as a witness from the past. This was done
to allow for the expansion and redevelopment of Kuwait City. In order to retain the
narrative inherent in the wall, the street parallel to the wall, extending from east to
west, was named after it: Al Sour.

Openings were cut into the second wall to allow more access for people. The first
and main unofficial gate was known as "Al Matabba". Others were also made,
resulting in weakening the wall and then its collapse.

The collapse of the 2nd wall motivated Sheikh Salem Al Mubarak Al Sabah, the
ninth ruler of Kuwait (r1917-1921) to build the 3rd wall of Kuwait. This was done
after the famous battle of Himdh in 1919, in which many Kuwaitis were killed.
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The wall had four Dirwazas (gates): Al Jahra, Al Shamiya (Naif), Al
Brai'cee (Al She'ab), and Binaid al Gar. A fifth gate was later added
in Al Watia district which was called "Dirwazat Al Mugssab". The
wall was punctuated by five towers between the gates and
extended nearly five miles, from the eastern shore of Kuwait City
to its western shore. The wall was approximately 4 meters high and
1.5 meters thick in the shape of a crescent.

Along the wall there were 26 narrow slits used for guns and for
watching. After the wall was completed an Amiri guard was posted
on each gate. At nightfall, three gates were closed and only one
was left open to allow people to pass.

The gates survive as remarkable landmarks of traditional Kuwaiti
architecture and civilization. They serve as a symbol of the cultural
heritage of Kuwait.
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1. Al Mugssab Gate

At the beginning of the 1990s the Al Mugssab Gate was restored. It is about 92
square meters and consists of a main entrance 5.3 m wide and a guardroom of
nearly 2.25 square meters. Its original site was preserved; walls were restored as
well as roofs, doors and windows in the same style, using the same materials
externally. Interior walls were covered with plaster in the same style as that used
in the past.

Roofs were preserved and restored in the original style, using the same materials
with the addition of a slight slant to allow better rainwater drainage. The doors
were treated and restored to their original form in the same colors and materials.
Floors received the same treatment, preserving the sand layers of which they
were made. Drainage of rainwater followed the traditional style of sloping
surfaces.
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2. Al Jahra Gate ol eall g 2

The Al Jahra Gate consists is 250 square meters, with two main = il . 5%250 J sa 4 sall dalise Carly g Cilipmniil) 4300 8 49 5l ane fiBale) 3
entrances. It includes several guard rooms and has been restored  leesa; o Lliall 5 a8 cilaaall s dul all G2 e 2305 Guad ) Gldoe o
by the National Council of Culture, Arts, and Letters v K3 G LS Lgasa 5 el L)
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3. Al Shamiya Gate Qa3 A g 3
The Al Shamiya Gate is approximately 345 square meters, with 43 gef? 345 M en Al sl daline caaly s lipenall dglay 8 450 sl ase i Bale) 3
two entrances, each 5.30 m. There are also three guardrooms, le=sas o Llall 5 a8 cilaaally dul all G e e 2205 Gud ) Galdoe o
each 42 square meters. The gate was restored by the National v 53 G LS Lgasa 5 2l L)
Council of Culture, Arts, and Letters.
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4. Al She'ab Gate et 4 g5 4
This gate had been restored at the early of 1990s. It's area is 177 2 5%177 Jis A sl dalie cialyy il 4y 3 Do) a5 B0 (O
square meters. It consists of two main gates. The width of each is 4w =~ <& D5 LHJES% 5.30 Leghe S Uase Gmad) Gliae Oe Ailge

about 5.30 meters, and three guard rooms with an area about 42 .» 53 G S Leasa 5 2] .?_L.a“g! lenny o Lliall 5 085 Ly 5 ZP 42 daloaw
square meters. It's original condition is being kept in safe, and had

been restored as it had been said before.
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The Red Palace

In his book Old Kuwait: Images and Memories, Yaqoub Yousif Al Hajji maintains that
the Red Palace was built in 1897 as a summer residence for Sheikh Mubarak Al
Sabah. It is located in Al Jahra, 33 km. north of the capital. Al Jahra was an oasis
containing water wells, gardens and palm trees. In 1921 Sheikh Salem Al Sabah built
a wall around the palace.

The Red Palace, which also served as a defense fort, is an important architectural o=

design, which has a distinguished simple design displaying typical elements of
Arabian city architecture. Being the location of the famous battle "Al Jahra", the Red
Palace became one of the historic places in Kuwait.

The palace was named "red" due to the type and color of the clay used in its
construction. The main material used in the construction of the palace was the local
brownish-red clay, while the ceilings were supported with Shandal beams which were
covered with Bascheel (a type of thick bamboo) and Bowari (reed mats).

The palace is a square shaped building measuring 6,939 sg.m, construction area
1,450 sg.m, with one wall 80 m. The height of the walls is 4.5 m. with thickness of
more than 80cm. The palace has four rectangular towers,"Al Ghoula", each 2,5 m
away from the corner. At the top of the towers there were holes of different sizes used
for shooting. The palace contains 33 rooms and six courtyards one of which is quite
large and there is salty water well in its centre. It has three main gates, a large eastern
one, a medium one in the north and a small one to the north for women (harim).

The palace is composed of three sections: the Amir's quarters, the mosque and the
Diwaniya (the guests' quarters). The Amir quarters is at the north western side of the
palace and consists of nine rooms and two stairways, one of which leads to the roof
and the other to the Amir's room - the only room built on the roof.

The Diwaniya (guest quarters) is located in the western wing of the palace, while the
south wing is for the stables and horse court. The mosque is located near the
guardroom, to be easily accessible for guests and has its own courtyard. The Red
Palace is used now as a centre of the Desert Heritage under the umbrella of the
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters.

The Red Palace and the Battle of Jahra

Commanding some 4000 fighters, Faisal Bin Sultan Al Deweesh, chieftain of Al
Mutair tribe, attacked Jahra village north of Kuwait, on 10 October 1919. Sheikh Al
Al Khalifa Al Sabah, ordered a counterattack with 500 valiant fighters. They fought
their attackers bravely until they ran out of ammunition. At that point Al Deweesh
ordered his men to advance into Jahra, and the Kuwaitis, with many Jahra
inhabitants, took shelter in the Red Palace.

Fearing that the siege might last long and recognizing that the food supply was suf-
ficient for just a day or two and that there was little drinking water, Sheikh Salem Al
Sabah sent two messengers, Marzouq Al Reshaid and Mershid Al Shimmari to
Kuwait City to alert the government to the siege. Sheikh Ahmed Al Jaber, the tenth
ruler, ordered sailboats led by his own boat "Mishrif' to be rigged with food and
ammunitions and be sent along the coast opposite of Jahra. In addition to this, Sheikh
Ahmed Al Jaber ordered a land force to participate in the battle. Once Al Deweesh
saw this land force he called for peace.
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Al Deweesh's envoy said to Sheikh Salem: "Al Deweesh wants peace and calls
you to Islam, to do what is just and forbid what is evil, to consider the Turks
infidel, and to demolish the American Hospital and deport its doctors; if you
obey he shall leave you alone, otherwise he will authorize the 'lkhwan' to attack
you." Sheikh Salem replied: "We are Muslims not infidels, and Islam is based
on five basic elements to which we conform. As for supporting what is just and
forbidding what is evil, we try our best to conform to it in a way that is best for

us .

The envoy returned to Al Deweesh. It was sunset and no reply came from
Kuwait, the guards of the palace stood prepared, taking defensive positions.
The ‘Ikhwan’ launched an attack with pickaxes and mattocks to open a hole in
the wall of the palace, but they were barraged with fire, forcing them to retreat
leaving a large number of casualties.

Learning about the defeat, Al Deweesh decided to launch the attack himself, but
the result was not better than the first attack. Incurring tremendous losses, he
decided to resort to peace. Othman Bin Sulaiman, the religious authority of the
'lkhwan', was sent to Sheikh Salem and the two men agreed that Al Deweesh
and his men would move away to Al Subeehiyah area. At the agreed time, the
agreement was enforced and Al Deweesh and his men left. Kuwaiti casualties
in this battle amounted to 350 men, while the number of dead exceeded 1500
among Al Deweesh's men.

Red Palace location
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Sheikh Mubarak Al Sabah

Born in 1844, Sheikh Mubarak, the third son of Sheikh Sabah Il Bin Jaber who
ruled Kuwait from 1859-1865, was the 7th ruler of Kuwait. He ruled from 1896-
1915. Sheikh Mubarak was known for his bravery, dauntlessness especially
during hardships and adversities. Being clever, willful, possessing political
wisdom, Sheikh Mubarak was called "the lion of Arabia".

Sheikh Salem Mubarak Al Sabah

The 9th ruler of Kuwait, born in 1877, Sheikh Salem Mubarak Al Sabah
succeeded his brother Sheikh Jaber Al Mubarak on 7 February 1917. Sheikh
Salem was known for his serenity and peaceful disposition, his religiousness,
and tolerance. Fighting depravity, debauchery, immorality, and chasing the
outlaws, Kuwait enjoyed security and peace during his reign. He is the originator
of the wisdom "If one keeps it forever, it will never reach you" and ordered the
saying be placed on Seif Palace.

Sheikh Salem's reign was eventful. The first telegraphic line was introduced in
Kuwait. He commanded the battle "Hemdh" against Al Deweesh in June 1920,
after which the Kuwaitis built the famous wall, and the battle of Jahra on Sunday,
10 October 1920 against Al Deweesh's 'lkhwan' army. The British government
awarded him the order of "Indian Star" on 25 March 1919. Sheikh Salem died on
Wednesday, 23 February 1921.
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Al Sadu House

The architecture of the original house

Built in Qeiblah on the Arabian Gulf in 1929 by Youssif Al Marzouk, Bayt Al Sadu
is one of the few surviving buildings from pre-oil Kuwait. At 1,080 sq.m., it
combines traditional Kuwaiti architecture with Indian architectural decoration, as
evident in its doors and windows. It is the earliest house in Kuwait built of cement
and concrete. The construction was supervised by an Indian architect, recruited
for that purpose.

In 1938, the house was bought by Youssif Shereen Behbehani, who made some
modifications to the original building. The ground floor was divided into two
storeys, and the floor was covered with tiles. Two fireplaces were installed on the
first floor. In 1952 electricity was extended to the house and fans were added in all
rooms.

With the transfer of Kuwaiti families to new residential districts, the Behbehani
family left the house. This launched a new era in the history of the building, one
embracing traditional Bedouin arts, namely Al Sadu. Since 1979 it houses the
cooperative society for Sadu .
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Like most Kuwaiti houses, it originally was just one storey. As mentioned above, Al Sayyed Youssif
Behbehani added one storey, wind tower vents were closed and wooden cabinets were added.
The house has three entrances: the main entrance of the Diwaniya facing the Gulf Road, another
entrance for guests also facing the Gulf Road, and a third for women in the northeast. Two of the
entrances, the Diwaniya and harim, use brick as an architectural decoration in addition to mina,
arches, wooden doors and decorated windows. The house includes several dedicated areas: A
Diwaniya courtyard (men's reception), a harim courtyard, a kitchen courtyard, and a hospitality
courtyard.

The main entrance leads to a short corridor that opens to a courtyard, with the Diwaniya situated
to the right. The Diwaniya includes a fireplace in the European style, installed by Youssif
Behbehani. The ceiling has beautiful painted decoration. A staircase leads to a room on the first
floor and the roof. Two rooms and a corridor open to the harim courtyard, as well as two bathrooms
and an entrance to the vault.

Harim courtyard services many rooms with different number of doors, three bathrooms and
wooden cabinets in place of wind tower vents. This courtyard includes some columns with
decorative capitals and bases.

The kitchen courtyard was used for cooking and washing and contained a well. Rooms for the
servants and two bathrooms were located off this courtyard. Two rooms, a bathroom and an
entrance open onto the hospitality courtyard.

T it o e i B

L o M e s

L7 A

aiSle Gl () gy daly ysd (e cCu Sl gy aliea LS 4l ¢ gaudl Cuy o S5
(D)) o) gell Gie amy ey Jgf 50 4l il ¢ Jleugr gy 2l )
g i den Gl sy Al gyall uast ) JR0al 1 JR00e SO Caplly Hppda R ks
iy I Minay sl g iy Teall ol e 021 dney punll gl
.ﬁ_);ﬂ J;Ja)i_ggj_yﬂ! JL&.:;M:LH

Al gl Jae) cpland al aladiul Cua e 4y dald Gliend 5 jaay Gl andy (@llXS
Gy el y dplall ey ol @Y1y Liadl Bale (e A aa (mad Jaa
J AN [ P g | VT Q- PP 5 PN

i (ae) el 3ald N s I JR iy 258 1Ol Y Qi) Al g0l (a1
sline leser gy ) Lgal) il 285 L J20d) ey I 0 ) Al fem e
Ao ) gam gz dliag e gt ajla 3y o ol el (gl (s SR e
Jadey sl i psas mpall Glon ) glate sees e SISy mhanlly Jo¥) sl
" . ')'-Iiu

Clelea 2335 Lyl 4y Ll 2ae (B CBlSS (532 Bac 4y & JgTig tppall (S 2
Ge A3 Baee) e 23my Ghaall 13 aalys . omladl SW B duia il a,
st g Ay gladl (il

Pl Gaje g S Jee g feadall Jlee ity s Glss gb g tguhal (igs .3
s Opelea dag

ool dga Jadeg pleay (5 2 (e 0sShp tdal (a4




The Badgeers (wind towers) of the house

Wind tower vents were placed in the main rooms, providing natural ventilation. Usually they are
built in outer walls on the southeast side of the room. The vents were usually inside the wall,
extending down to an opening at a height that doesn't exceed one meter from the level of the
ground.

Another type of ventilation is provided by wind outlets facing the opposite direction of the wind.
Most rooms opened to the courtyard, so it was important to draw the cool air through an opening
that goes upwards, attracting the wind close to the wind tower vent above the roof of the house to
cool the room. Each room had openings to pull in the air or push it out.
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The Restoration and The Maintenance:

The National Council of Culture, Arts and Letters completed the restoration of the house,
removing the additions that affect its foundations, specifically the first floor in the rooms that
opened onto the diwaniya courtyard, hospitality courtyard, and harim courtyard. All floors and
electrical wiring have been replaced; wooden pieces have been restored to better serve the

building as a museum presenting the history of Sadu. This was done in cooperation with the
Sadu Society.
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Al Sadu House Plan. saudl cud hlis
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13.Office €. .13
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Al Sadu

Nomads use this term to describe wool weaving, one of the earliest crafts in Arabia. The weaving
is related to desert environment and the style of life there, revealing man's continuous attempt to
adapt to such difficult circumstances, making the best use of its resources.

A Bedouin's house is usually made of goat wool; his diet consists of goat milk and meat. A Bedouin
usually takes to his tent for comfort, enjoying colorful textiles, which are elaborate in comparison
to his simple belongings.

Al Sadu is one of the basic crafts taught to women. At an early age, a young girl begins to help
her mother in weaving and dying woolen threads and sewing the tent. At the age of sixteen she
should be able to weave most designs. A competent weaver is usually called ' winner' and is highly
appreciated by the community.

Normally women would spin the wool collected in late spring. Weaving and sewing takes place in
the summer when tribes settled down. Women use a horizontal loom of a simple structure that be
easily installed and a manual spinner.

Wool goes through different stages from cutting to cleaning to spinning to coloring. Each stage is
essential for quality. Al Sadu is a flat weave of the same texture on both sides. Among the
traditional motifs in Sadu is the eye motif, the ribs, horse teeth, the tree and numbers. In addition
to using goat wool, camel hair and cotton threads may also be woven into a Sadu piece.
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The main entrance in Sadu house.
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Al Shargiyah School for Boys
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Al Sharqgiyah School for Boys

Education in Kuwait dates back to the early 18th century. It took place in Qur'anic schools (Katateeb) and
mosque circles where it was confined to memorizing the holy Quran, the alphabet, basic math, and
handwriting.

In December 1911 Al Mubarekiya school the first modern school opened in the State of Kuwait and was
named after the ruler of Kuwait at that time, Sheikh Mubarak Al Sabah. The school opened with 245
students. In 1921, Al Ahmadiya, the second modern school, opened in Kuwait.

These schools were established with the donations from Kuwaiti philanthropists. In 1936, an education
council was established. Al Shargiyah School for Boys was built in 1946 on the Gulf Road after the
establishment of Al Shargiyah School for Girls, which was located near Al Hilal cemetery, Later, due to
the increase in the number of male students, a new school for boys was established and Al Shargiyah for
Boys was allocated for girls.

Al Shargiyah School for Boys is divided into two parts. The first part is square and located in the front part
of the building. It includes 56 classrooms around the main playground on two floors. The classrooms and
the corridor walls in this section are built of cement bricks characteristic of the time and the ceilings were
built of Shandal beams (from Mangrove trees) and Bascheel (ditch reed). A 500 sq. m theater was added
to the school later. The second part of the school consists of seven rooms used as laboratories, a music
hall, stores, and a 315 sq.m roofed playground.

The school is planned to be used as the Museum of History of Education and the Maritime Museum under
the supervision of National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters.
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Many students from the Al Sharqgiyah school assumed high positions in the government, including His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah, the late Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmed Al Sabah, Sheikh
Jaber Abdullah Al Jaber Al Sabah, Sheikh Salem Sabah Al Salem Al Sabah, Sheikh Ahmed Al Humoud
Al Jaber Al Sabah, Salem Jassim Al Mudhaf, Abdul Aziz Mahmoud Bushihri, Yousif Mohammed Al
Nesef, Dr. Ali Abdullah Al Shamlan, Khalid Al Masoud Al Fehaid, Khalid Ahmed Al Nesef, Abdul Aziz
Mohammed Al Ghanim, Hilal Mishari Hilal Al Mutairi, Nassir Abdullah Al Rodhan and Dr. Sulaiman Al
Bader.
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Al Shargiyah school- boys plan. ¢ 48 30 du jad Ll
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Internal elevations. dalall Cilgal 5l
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Ghaith bin Abdullah bin Yousif house

Bait Ghaith Bin Abdullah Bin Yousif was built in the 1930s. It is located in Sharq, near
the Museum of Modern Art, which was previously Al Shargiah School for Girls.

Bait Ghaith is one of the old Kuwaiti houses and represents social, economic and
cultural features of Kuwaiti society in the past. The house features an intertwined
architectural layout typical of the original urban structures in old Kuwait City,
particularly in terms of its empty space, its multifunctional features and the way it was
built.

The house is located on a 280 sq.m. of land and was adjacent to several stores and
houses including the Rashid Al Omer, Humoud Al Mutawa', and Abdullah Al Madhi
houses. The house of the late Ghaith Bin Abdullah Bin Yousif comprised a backyard,
two rooms, a store, a bathroom, a kitchen and an upper room for his privacy. The
house also contained a cistern to store water.

Ghaith bin Abdullah Bin Yousif was a merchant who used to buy goods and
merchandise such as fruits, crates... etc. from ports and ship it to various countries
by boats.

Today the Ghaith house maintains its characteristic architectural features, such as
the wooden ceiling, the beams, and some of the wooden doors. In addition, the
rooms still present the original construction of walls made of sea rocks. The National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters refurbished and maintained the building as an
example of the old Kuwaiti architecture.
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The location of Ghaith bin Abdull
house at present time
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Aerial view showing the location of Al Gaith house next to Al
Shargiyah School (girls).
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