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Journal of Arabic

Two Kuwaiti Poems
From the Arabic of Ahmad Adwani

A Message to a Camel

Literature v
1974

O Camel, my friend,

Never despair or vacillate,

Never be like those who take

Their time wailing over desert remains
Or, having burnt their own candles out,

Blame it on the winds...

Oh, no, camel, patience’s emblem!
Oh no! You will not be like them,
NorI...!

By the right we have to this, our land...!

O Camel, my friend...!

Never despair or vacillate,

Never be like those with skeletal heads
Emptied of brains,

Carrion-stuffed, smelling

Of burning garbage!
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O’Camel, my friend!
Never despair or give in,
Never be like those

Who peel their bodies

To engraft foul skin upon

And become de-Arabized!

O Camel, my friend,

Never despair or vacillate,
Never be like those who at night
Lose their heads and draw
Victory plans with wine-cups
And slumber in the morning

Leaving their destiny in the hands of Fate:

O Camel, my friend,

Never tire, nor get bored

Or lose your direction like straying sheep,
For in the depth of this desert

The fountains of life still give

Heavenly satisfaction to the thirsty.

O Camel, my friend,

Never give up hope...

K
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Toy Showroom

Said he, “Here is everything to catch the eye
Exhibits of the most ingenious kind,

Toys, fantastic, unparalleled.

A miraculous, original assortment
Appealing variously to the player,

Obedient to his whim:

Now furiously whirling
Like the sparkling winds,
Now docile and tame

s

As dancing stream, or dawn appearing.’

Said I, “O Salesman, such toys
Are beyond man’s power to imagine.
Take me to that showroom,
It must be one of time’s wonders.”
He laughed and said, “Yes,
It is the world of man.”
Adel Salma
NIk
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