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XIL— iptive Sketeh of the Inlands and Coasi situated at the
Entrance of the Pervian Gulf. y Lieutenant Wnﬂl_ngpt
Indisn Nevy.  Communicated by the Bombay Geographical

LY.

As the chart of the Pemsian Gulf, resulting from a e
stv;f by the Officers of the Indisn Nayy, Mng mm
1?59,.]1&;!‘;.&1’ been publithngui::l some ]'u.g.. und hl:;m mude use
of in modern 0 region, it has not thought ne-

to reprint the portion of it here referred to.

Ay,

doscriptive sketeh will be found 1o be n useful supplement %

Memoir by Licut. Kempthorne, of the Indian Novy, in vel, v. p. S

of the lhumgnhwll Journal; and here, puh::.']u. it may be permitted to
regret though this important survey of the Persinn Gulf has been
finished more than uightywmbmmm#ih nor auy
description of the cousts, has yet been pu —En.] '
Passina two moky islets on the Arabian shore, which are ealled
the Queins, you enter the Gulf of Persia, and there are fow parts
within it winch present o higher elaim to attention than this, for
the whole rogion on every mde abounds in historical and classic
nterest, ;

On the right hand, beneath a lofiy mountain, called by the
Arabs Jebal Shamil,* which is seen towering far shove the other
hills on the Persian shore, with its summit elad with snow, even
in the spring-season, lies the far-famed island of Hormuz ; on
the other hand Lirek;{ and only a few miles further on, the
the town of Gamrian, which 1n opulence and maguificence was
only inferior o Hormuz, Kishm,] also, the ancient Oaracta,
and Mindd, near which took place the meeting of Alexander and
Nearchus, are situated in this vicinity.

The former renown of the island of Hormuz has often occupiad
the descriptions of earlier travellers. My object in this sketch is
to describe the island as it is at present; and this, when consi-
dered with reference to its former opulence and splendour, may
not be deemed wholly unimteresting.  Hormug is twelve miles in
circumference.  Its form s nearly circular, and its o
from seawnrd is broken and rugged.  The surface, entirely de-
nuded of soil, extinlnts the various tints of 1ts singular stralifica-
tion—which, with the conical shape and isolated position of the
numerous small hills composing the island, gives the former &
highly voleanic aspect, and would induce us 1w atnbute the origin
of the igland itself to the same agency,

* Mount Nocth, The eithography of the nawes of £1H!I- has been M
the standard adopted by the Suciety—(sce vol. vil. p, 945),

Or Linj.
Lﬁmmjnn Kisten and Jism—( Mebuhy, Besch. von Arabien, p. 328). 1t seemns
to have boen anciently called Keis or Keish— wes Jihio-numb, pp. 245, 552, It
in also called Jesliah tawilah, or Jealrah Dirks, o . Long Island—( Niebuhur, § g
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With = pilot, Hormuz may be approached from either hand
without apprehension.  The harbour, situated on the N E, side,
is both secure and convement. To this, and 1o its insular and
olhm advantageous position, must be attributed its former

hfm‘t.m lat. 27° 6' N., long. 5!‘3"29’ E., is situated about

300 yards from the beach, on a projecting point of land, which is

from the body of the island by a meat. The position

15 remarkably well chosen ; and the 'Hfhltllt" with the exception of

ﬁe ordosnce, which has been destroyed by time and rust, 1s still
in good condition,

A few hundred yards from this, now tottering in ruins, stands
the lighthouse, whieh musi formerly have been a fine building :
its spiral staircase still exists, but it would be dangerous to ascend
it A level plain extends for some distance 1o the NUE. of this
building, having ite surface scattered over with mounds and ruins
of former babitations. Several tanks and wells have also been
sunk here: the former, though now out of repair, are covered over
with an arched roof ; they are about fifteen vards in length, and
seven ar eight in breadih.  As there are no fresh.water springs
on the island, the mbabitants are wholly dependent on the sup-
phies which are collected in these reservoirs during the rainy
season,

Across this plain, wwards the rogged hills which line the
enstern shore of the island, a sangular phenomenon presents uself
which strikingly resembles the © Mer de Glace.” The hills, for
a considerable distance from their bases, are covered with an
incrustation of salt, which in some places has the transparency of
ice ; in others its surface is pan:a.il} coverad with o thin layer of
" dml red-coloured earth, receiving its tinge from oxide af ivon,
with whu:h the whole surface of the island is deeply impreg-
nated.

As we ascended the ridge, our progress was continually im-
peded by deep puts, on the sides of which the saline erysializa-
tons bave assumed n stalactiic form.  From the summit you
obtain a noblo view of the whole of the lower of the Gulf:
the Quoins, Cape Musandam (Réds Maskat*), Lirek, and the
island of Kishim, are all distinetly seen.

The Imdm of Maskat has possession of Hormuz at present :
he farms it from the King of Persia, and retains in the fort a

ison of 100 men, commanded by an officer, who is styled
A small sum is eollected on account of the salt. which

is mﬁd n Jurge quantities, and conveyed to different parts n
the Gulf ;

* Alwo spelt Muskat-Jihin-numia, p, 496.
<2
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store-room for grain than a human habitation, and we found the
heat very oppressive, notwithstanding it was at a _cool period of
the year,

rom the appearance of the houses, and the state of the bixirs,
I do not conceive that this town cither possesses wealth, or is of
any commercial importance.  The number of its inhabitants may
be estimated ot 600 or 700, snd they are principally engaged n
agricultural pursuits.  Bullocks, sheep, and goats, are very nu-
merous; oand when a dearth occurs on the island of Kishm a

number are sent over there.

The fort of Mindi, distant about a mile from the town, is
situated on elevated ground on the southern bank of the river,
which winds round i base. It is of a quadrangular form,
flanked by xound towers at the corners, in which there are a few
old gums, bearing mseriptions in Portuguese and Duteh.

A draw-bridge, thrown across a moat, leads to a gate thickly
studded with iron knobs and spilkes on the south-western side.

The walls are stromg, and the fort is generally in good condi-
tion, The garrison consists of about 100 men, well appownted,
who are obliged to be constantly on the alert, in consequence of
the numerous marauding bands who rob and plunder the country.
The fort, however, is commanded by a hill on the N.E. side;
but, in a country where the use of artillery is nearly unknown, this
is of lintle CONRENIenNee.

The river at thas point 1s Little more than a mountain stream :
its width is about 130 yards, and the water is clear and deep. Tt
takes its rise from the mountain ealled Jebal Shamdl, distant about
thirty miles.  Notwithstanding its present insignificance, when
the snow melts on the hills, or heavy rain falls, it swells into a
large and rapul stream.

In some parts, where the river is fordable, 1 observed its bed to
be composed of conrse grovel, wath small pebbles of primitive
rocks, which have been brought during the floods from the sur.
rounding mountains, The steep banks near the sea exhibit a
succession of alluvinl deposits.  The district comprehended
between the fort and the sea bears the general pame of Mindi ;
ane to the river it owes a great portion of its fertlity.  Numerons
artificial nlls conduct the water over the face of the ecountry, and
afford near thee banks a constant supply; hpt in tracts more re-
mote the grounds are irrigated from wells.  The water is drawn
up by bullocks, either by the mote, as practised in India, or, when
the wells are sufficiently shallow, it is raised by the lever, as on
the banks of the Nile and Euphrates.

The soil s of a rich alluvial natre, and vields, with Little
labour to the husbandmon, a plentiful crop,  From its loose
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nature it requires but little , and the instrament wsed
is rude and simple.  From hlh-Bmdu- o Hijidhid, the whale
of the country is cultivated, yielding large crops of wllﬂ.lﬂil‘
and vegetables.  Melons are common, and ormons are raised in
large quanttics; plums, cherries, frequently fine apples, and
dred fruits, are brought [rom the intenior. Indigo plant is
also cultivated here o a considerable extent.

Although the site of the town is low and badly chosen, yet it
does not, at the close of 1buhlcmm a 10 be
considered unhealtby ; but near the fort the air is said 1o be very
sulubrious. During the hot months many of the better classes
from Bander-"Abbds®* and Kishm resort luther, when, m addition
to its superior climate, they enjoy the luxury which its light and
pure waser aflords, which can only be duly appreciated in such o
ciovan - -

Intrt}t'm better parts of the town of Mindd the houses are con-
structed of roogh stone, cemented together with mud. In the
windows tale is substitatod fors glass. A small open space,
SCrvVing for their castle and for vanous domestic purposes, is
sometimes enclosed by o wall, but more generally & fenee, con-
structed with branches of the date-palm. With the same ma-
terinl, the lower classes construct their huts, which are afterwands
covered over with a layer of mud.

We found the inhabitants civil and obliging, but very anxious
to chent us on mcr{ opportunity. I beheve this feeling, which is
common 1 other places along the Gulf, arises from an idea that
we are n:ﬂ:-mmt of prices, or indifferent to the value of money.
Some indhvidual u:u.ull uttaches himself 10 a strunger, reserving
1o Limsell the mlunm right of taking advantage of him. Thdy
are shrewd and imtelligent, and this compensates in some degrees
for their extortion, ns they possess considernble information, which
they are very willing to impart, and are very useful to a visitor
when walking abroad, by keeping off the crowd, or as messengers.

Gumran, or, as it 1s now lt}rl::d Bander-' Abbds, appears to
have been a town of little importance until 1622, when Shih
"Abbfis, nasisted by the English, drove the Portuguese from the
sland of Hormuy, and transferred s commerce to this
Hore, instead of being carried in ships 10 Basrah and the northern

yorts of the Gull, a very mnntlmhll: portion of the imports from
][mhu and Africa wero,lnnded and transported by means of carn-
vans o the interior parts of Persia and the adjacent countries;
50 that Gamran became for a time the emporium of Persia.

The English, Dutch, and French had factories here. Mer-
chants from all parts resorted to it, and it seemed destined to

* "Abbis's Port—more eorreetly, Bander-"Abbisf.
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attain the former opulence and splendour of Hormuz; but its
commercial career was far more brief. Towards the close of the
seventeenth um.u:f. the internal commotions and distracted state
of Persia freq mterrupted the route for very long periods,
and the current of the trade became diverted to the northern ports,
It should still, however, be remembered, that this route conduets
one of the natural passes into the heart of Persin; for when
ushire,* & fow years ago, remained for some time in a disturbed
state, commerce found its way again into this channel ; and, if
Bushire had not been speedily restored to peace, Bander-"Abbis
would very soon have recoverod a considerable portion of its
former importance.

Even at present the trade is not ineonsiderable, and it is said 1o
be still increasin gi In Iﬂiirn&;]lmim of Muh-t.f : t:;;um the

wt at nt belongs, ©o n revenue of from eight o ten
St dellas.

Persian carpets, tabaceo, and dried fruits, form its exports ; and
piece goods, Indian cloths, and China ware, constitute its princi-
pal imports.  The anmual importation of these articles at the
same time was estimated at nearly throe lakhs of rupees.

The town is situated on a slope, which approaches close to the
poa; the houses are few, and wretchedly constructed, and the
people are mostly lodged in huts.  They are & mixed population,
eomposed of Persinns, Arabs, Kurds, a few Armenians, and Be-
dowms, Their number, though constantly fluctuating, may be
estimated at from four to five thousand. Some portions of the
English factory-house are sull standing ; buat that erected by the
Duteh is in better repair, and still serves his highness the Tmém
of Maskat as o residence during his visits to the port.

The tombs of the former European inhabitants are just withouy
the town. In their vicinity there are some tanks, which were ex-
cavated with extraordinary labour by the Portuguese ; the length
of the most extensive cannot be less than balf a mile. These are
imtersected at right angles towards the extremity by two others, so
that they nssume the shape of a cross.

Between Gomrin snd Lanjalf there is Little on the sea-coast
of Persia to attract attention.  The range of mountains i
from Jebal Shamhl, which 1s distant thirty miles from the sea, gra-
dually appraaches the shore towards the latter port, where they are
not more than three miles distant.  The mantime plan through-
out the whole distance is low and bareen, Ilmugg not without
oooagional spote of cultivated ground.  Abreast of Laft, the coast
is fronted by swamps, thickly covered with mangrove thickets, and
within this, close to the margin of the sea, stands the small village
of Khamir. In this vicinity there are mines of sulphur, which

* Propely Abl-Shehe (Father T_m}- t Or Lusjeh snd Luog. Nieb. p. 308,
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tities 10 Hn{it: © Berween Khamir and lm jah there are two
small towns, one called Bandar Hallam, containing about three
bundred inhabitants, who tade in salt; the other Kung, where
the Portuguese bad formerly o small factory established, |

pally with a view to command the copper-mines in its vieimity,
which were worked by them, .S

Abreast of Bésid6l® the height of the coast mnge was nscer-
tained, by tnigonometrical measurement, to be 5408 feet above
the level of the sea.  Although the ascent is very laborious and
difficult, it has been accomplished by severnl of our officers.
Crossing over the maritime plain, which is here not more than
three miles and a hialf in breadth, they found ut the foot of the
hills & mineral spring. the waters of which are Inghly beneficial
for cutaneous eruptions, ag well as rheumatism, seurvy, &e.

Of the islands which, besides Hormuz, form the group situated
in this part of the Gulf of Persin, that of Kishm is the largess,
and indeed surpasses in size all the islands of this inland s
Kishin stretchies along the Persian shore, from which it is sepis
rated by a channel thirteen miles in (maximum) width, but cons
tracting in the middle of its length to three.  The channel is
studded with islets, and bears in the new charts the designation of
Clarence’s Straits,

In its form, Kishm bears a striking resemblance to a fish, the
town of the same name being situated nt its head, which faces the
enstward ; Laft and the island of Anjird to the northward and
southward of either fin; and Bisiddh to the westward, at the ex-
tremity of its tail,  Tts length is fifty-four nuiles, and its wieih, at
the broadest part, twenty miles.  On the southern side, a ridge of
hills extends from one extremity to the other, while the remami
space 1o the northward s occupied by arid plains and deep
vavines, The greater part of the surface of the island is sterile,
and in kome places inerusted with a saline efflorescence ; but the
most striking features o its strueture are some mﬂimﬁ
table-hills, which occupy insulated positions in the plains. T
are of a circular form, principally composed of sandstone, and are
broader at the upper part than at the base.  Their '
beight i from two hundred o four hundred feet: thewr surface
and sides, worn into hollows by the weathier, give them the

muce of having been subjected to the action of a
stream, an illusion still further increased by observing the plains
and the sides of the hills, which, in the form of banks,
what seem to be the beds of deserted water-courses.  In a coun-

® Or Basido, ns Niobahe spells it (p. 320), is probably a corruption of the Portue
guese Banador for Embacadar.

{ Hiojiw. Niebubr, p. 320, = The English.” he says, © call it Angar” No
doubt the Pervians say Angiv, and the Arabs Aujis, :
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try where earthquakes are frequent. we might infer, from the
general appearance of the whole, that these isolated masses denote
the eriginal level of the island, and that the plains have sunk in
every

irection around them,
At Biisiddh, in March, 1820, for six hours during the night,
suceessive shocks were felt.  The inhabitants were in alarm,

and even the cattle evineed symptoms of fear; nothing serious,
bowever, occurred.

The northern part of the island is the most fertile, and on this
account the most populons. The sl consists of a black loam,
and on it is reared wheat, barley, vegetables, melons, grapes, &c. :
dates are produced in large quantities : eattle and poultry are also
reared ; but, unless their crops fail them, the inhabitants are in-
different about disposing of the former. The whole number of
ihabitants on the island may amount to about five thousand.
They employ themselves in fishing, in cultivating the soil, and in
making cloth. They reside in villages and hamlets seattered
along the sea-const.

The only towns on “the island are Kishm (the largest), Laft
(next in mmportance), and Bdsiddh.

Kishm. The wown of this name is situated near the sea at the
eastern point of the island, its site being remarkably well chosen.
A wall flanked by turrets surrounds it, snd affords the inbabitants
security from robbers or pirates, Some of the bouses are large,
and, for this covmtry, neatly figted up; the roofs nre flar, and the
301:1‘!: for light nre purtinlly filled with curious devices formed

a fine cement.

Kishm has the appearance of having been formerly of greater
commercial importance than it is at present.  Even when | first
wvisited it, in 1821, the bizir was abundantly supplied with vege-
tables of varions kinds, fruns, apples, and tes from the
interior of Persia.  Very good wine and every description of
dried fruit could be then obtained, as well as silk and cotton
cloths ; together with very fine carpets soft ns silk, and of the
richest pattern anddye.  These latter we purchased at the rate of
twenty dollars each ; they were six or seven feet long, by three
feet broad. At this time, the British {orce was encamped near
the town, and the demand was in consequence considerably in-
ereased ; yet the supply was in general fully equal to it

Kishm is frmlumlt,try visited by native vessels, which wouch here
for wood and water, or to engage pilots for the Kishm channel,
and, the town has, in eonsequence, a busthing appearance. A few

* ave constructed here with timber brought from the
Malabar coast.

* Comsting-vesscls,







the Entrance of the Persion Gulf. 179

mhinlnoﬁl; for within the Gulf, with the exeeption of Bashire,
this 1% nnlytalme where clothes ain be ed well.  Same
Jows also reside here; they are pmncipally goldsmiths, and
occupy themselves in muking rings and bangles for the females.

Basddh is scanuly supplied with water,  The wells dry up in
April or May ; and the few tanks, which are similar in construc-
tion to those of Hormuz, and have, it is supposed, the same origin,
although kept in repair by the English, do not afford m::ra.n
is sufficient for the station, and the ships fill up either on the
opposite const, or further up the channel.

Although nothing can exceed in barrénness the appesrance of
the country in the vicimty of Basidsh, yet there are several
places, only a few miles distant from 1, which often exhibit all
the vardure of more fertile regions ; such are the plans conti-
guous o Gdri and those near Dastagén. The former cover n
spoce of eight miles n | , and three in width, and contain
groves of the date-palm, verdant plots of cultivated ground, wnd,
after the rains, a luxuriant crop of high grass.

The few productions of this island do not differ from these to
be found on the main: a few grapes are grown in wells, or the
vines are itted to climb around the branches of the baminn

:'mJ:m); a few mangoe-trees are also found at Dastagin,
but in no other part of the asland.  Salt 1s found on the southern
side, rising up nto ills, or formed nto caves.  In the centre of
one of these caverns, sbout fifty yards in lemgth, and twelve in
Leight, flows a strenm of water; and from the rool and sides
hang stalactites of salt, which are sometimes eighteen or twenty
inches in length, The surrounding plains are covered with a
saline crust, which the natives collect and eonvey to Dastagéin.
Towards the centre of the island there is an insulated rock aboug
three bundred feet in height, which is steep on every side, and
scems to have formerly served the purpose of a retreat to some
bands of pirates or robbers,  The summit can only be gained by
climbing up through o narrow aperture resembling a chunney,
Some of our officers, who ascended by this way, found at the top
the ruins of several houses and two tanks,

The natives have n tradition, that this singular spot was formerly
taken possession of by the crew of a Portuguese ship wrecked on
the island, who for a long tine resmsted the attempts of the inha-
bitants to destroy them.

en the predominant rock on the island. On

many of the arid plains in the centre of Kishm are found fragments

of mica, varying in size from three or four inches to even a foor
uare.

'anod hunting s obtained in several ports, and o small and

very beautiful description of antelope 15 found during the day on
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of wslets. These islots are covered with a dense thicket of man-
mu, and the lively green of their folinge, in & country so
estitute of vegetation, presents o refreshing and pleasing effect.

- During our stay amidst these islets we were a e, from
the close nature of the woods, and the thick which we ob-
served hovering over them, ieularly after sunset, that severe
sickness would have prevailed amongst us; but, notwithstanding
that we were three weeks engaged in surveying this part of the
M. suffering much, though in the winter season, from ex-
posure and fatigue, we had not a'single case of fever.

B Laft the forest disappears, but for about sixtesn miles
the channel continues oqually intricate ; from this paint it runs
along the Kishm shore, and eventually opens out into the Galf of
Hormuz, where all i clear,

~ There is a point of some interest connectod with the set and
direction of the tide in this channel ; the flood enters at both
extremities of the channel, and meets at Laft, where the rise and
fall is about fourteen feet. This affords grear facility in navi-
gating the straits ; for a vessel quitting the town of Kishm with the
Mirst of the flood may reach, and stare from Laft ar high water,
‘und have the whole of the ebb tide to carry her to Basidéh.

The Island of Anjir is situated on the south side of Kishmn,
ypposite to the town of Laft, which stands on the northern shore.
_mmmﬂ was formerly inhabited, but since the destruction of

“the town by the pirates, it has been deserted. Vessels oceasionally
seck shelter here from north-westers.  Water also ean be pro-
cured from wells and reservoirs situnted near the anchorage.
A ruined mosque, which stands near the site of the former

town, is still conspicuous. We found its geographieal position w
be, lautode 26° 41" N, longitude 55° 56" E,

This island is formed of bare rocks, and lhas the voleanic a
mam which is commonly observed in the other islands of this

About twenty-four miles to the south of Bisidéh there are
two mﬁuha.bilu{ wslands, called the Great and Little Tomb.*
The former is well stocked with antelopes, and much resorted
to by the officers stationed ot Bisidéh, for the purpose of hunt-

ing. In the winter months the island is well covered with gross,
and the water 15 very good,

Larek is the last island to be mentionedd. It lies in Intitude
a6" 53’ N, longitude 5067 23" E. Tt ie of s voleanie character,
and in size, ns well as in the colouring of its steata, is very similar
to Dialmah,% one of the islands near the Arabian coast, called

by us Maad's Group.
* Tunb end Tuoh Namsyih, Nwbubhr, p 328, Namiyih or Namiydh w » cor

w?u af worne Buropean or Winds word,
Dalimali or Zalumob, * dark’

-
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A rocky ledge, extending to the average widith of half a mile,
surrounds Larek ; beyond that the water suddenl dug:i
a bottom of rocks and sand to eighteen or twen Lhm' '
islond bhos meither harbour nor any secure eur it
that, from whatever quarter the wind may blow, the sea rises as
breaks with much fury over the rocks which grd its shore. 1
therefore highly dangerons to Jand in unsettled weather, and for
these rensons Lirek 1s rarely visited. oS

We found it inbabited by a few fishermen, who. to the number
of about rllIl, reside li‘nmharl huts, mf‘::iﬁ lt:ﬂ‘lllnl of an
extensive fort, ive together as one ¥ are & poor
anel msulatod u%mmmblmmth m’h(ﬂ
described hereafter) who reside in the vicinity of Rés Mussndam,
with whom, and in this they are siggular, they maintain a ﬁlﬂ
mtercourse. They bave a aversion to mixing with their
neighbours, and rarely ever visit the town of Kishm, thongh only
mx miles distant, :

They subsist on fish and dates.  No part of the island is cul-
tivated, and the few cattle they rear, for the sake of their milk,
pariake in general of the same food as their masters.

‘1 shall now conclude this sketch with a brief description af
the land about Rés Musandam, and of the inbabitants who are

il

found residing on the shores of the deep inlots and coves in its

vicinity.

Rés Musandam lies in latitude 26° 23' N., and longitde 56°
35" E. It forms the outer point of an island bearing the same
appellation, but the true tory of the coast is called Ris

abr Hind[,* or Rés el Jebal.¥ From this the island is sopa-
ratedd by a deep and narrow channel,

The Cape is nbout 200 feet in height, and rises abruptly from
the sen. It is composed principally of basalt, which gives it a
black and gloomy nspect.

On both sides of this promontory the coast line is indented in
o most gingular manner into deep coves and inlets, nmnﬁnﬁ:
far as Ris Shetkh Mas'id on the western side, and o His
Haffir to the southward. The two most remarkable of these
inlets are named in the new charts after Mr, Elphinstone and Sir
J. Maleolm : the former inlet lies on the western side, and runs
in o most tortuous course for nearly eaght miles. At the bottom
it is separated from Maleolm’s inlet, which lies on theWu_
gide of the promontory, by a mountain ndge which is feet
high, and difficult 0 ascend, but only 100 yards broad =t the
summit.

The depth of water i the coves varies from thirty to forty

* 1f rightly :{cl.t, this nane sigoifios Cape HindG Pirsd or Gabr.
f Cape Moun :

-
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