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Minutes.

The Ruler of Sharjakhas been offered
by the Egyptian Government, free of cost,
the services of:-

Six school teachers,
Three engineers (to train students
in mechanical and electrical

engineering)
Two doctors (one male and one female).

2o The Political Resident fears these
characters may not only infect the Shar jawis
but also the Ruler himself with Egyptian
ideas and asks for our comments and guidance.

3. Other Depaertments interested have been
consulted and the consensus of opinion is
that:

(a) we are in no position to make an
alternative offer ourselves.

(b) In view of (a) it will be difficult
to persuade the Ruler not to accept
an offer that he believes
advantageous.

4. There is, however, reason to hope that
the appalling living conditions of Sharjah
may prove too much for the Egyptians and
that the scheme will die naturally. It is
also believed that the Egyptians are very
short of teachers and that the quality
provided will be low grade. It is,
however, suggested that if any do stay on
for any length of time it will mean that
they have received so handsome a salary
from Cairo that they will be dangerous.
The financial implications, on the other
hand, of accommodation, transport, etc.
will prove a discouragement to the Ruler
and he is at present considering them in
conjunction with the Political Agent.

5 As the Ruler will wish to economise

on the salaries of the local teachers he

is now paying himself, he will not easily
be put off and we must accept the prospect
of at least some of the elementary teachers
from Egypt. As the Political Resident
stresses the need for some technical
education we may as well bow gracefully to
the idea of the engineers (three of them,
however, seem excessive). In view of the
fact that the Dubai Hospital will shortly
have an Indian lady doctor as well a&s an
Indian assistant to Dr. McCaully and that
there is also a resident American mission
lady doctor in Sharjahitself, I doubt if
there is any real need for further medical
assistance. It may therefore be possible
to induce the Ruler at least to postpone
the proposal for doctors until a later date.

/6.




Minutes.

6. I suggest that our only line is to
make efforts to induce Sagr to limit
numbers and where suitable delay the
executing of the offer, in the hope that
the Egyptians will be satisfied with a
smaller foothold than now contemplated.
We should also indicate to Sagr the
truth of the tag "Timeo Daneos et dona
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\ . g British Residency,
i Bahrain,
(1745/1/55)

Confidential

June 21, 1955,

{ Al/43 |

e

L

: During my recent visit to the Trucial Coast I learnt

" that Shaikh Sagr of Sharjah had just previously told the

* Political Agent that he had received a letter from a member

. of the Egyptian Council of the Revolution offering to send

‘a number of school teachers and doctors to Sharjah at the
-Egyptian Government's expense. The Ruler wished to discuss
4the matter with me. It turned out that the letter, which
he showed me, was a private one, in manuscript and without
any official heading, from a Colonel Abdel Hamid, whom Sagr
had apparently met during his visit to Egypt last year, and
who now wrote offering to show him the sights of Alexandria
if he paid a further visit this year, and going on to suggest
that the Egyptian Government should send to Sharjah six
school teachers for the primary school there, and in addition,
three engineers who would train stidents in mechanical and
electrical engineering, also a doctor and a lady doctor, He
said that the Egyptian Government would pay all eXpenses
except accommodation.

2. Shaikh Saqr wanted our -advice but was keen to accept the
offer. He said that he now had nine teachers in his school.
Three were Ralesbtinians provided by the Kuwait Government
and were reasonably satisfactory. The six others were local
men and definitely below standard., He would therefqre like
to take the six Egyptians to replace these six whom he was
now paying himself, He thought the accommodation could be
provided by renting a house which a merchant was about to
build near the school. He also said that he wished to
increase the size of the school to accommodate two extra
classes. He was also particularly keen to have the doctors
and thought he could accommodate them quite easily in
existing buildings.

3, I made the following comments to Saaqr:

(a) While the Egyptians said that they would look after
expenses other than accommodation it seemed certain in
fact that many expenses would fall on the Ruler, e.g.

the accommodation itself, lighting, heating, water

supply and transport. The doctors in particular were
unlikely to be able to work merely in rooms in local

Arab houses, but would need something in the nature of

a clinic, and it might be better in their case for them
to be connected with the Dubai Hospital, where facilities

/existed.

L, A, C, Fry, Esq., C.M.G.,
Eastern Department,
Foreign Office,
London, S.W.1.




existed. I suggested that he and Tripp should go through a
list of requirements of this kind, draw up an esjpimate of
the expenditure, and see whether it could be metyqut of his
resources,

(b) I wondered how much general education was required in
Shar jah, and what was going to happen to the hundreds of
boys who would be coming out of the school knowing how to
read and write but being in consequence unwilling to work
with their hands. I thought that there was probably enough
general education going on for the time being, and that it
would be better to start some elementary form of technical
education which might possibly prepare selected students
for more advanced work at the Kuwait Technical School.

(¢) If the matter became an official one in which the
Egyptian Government were concerned, it would have 'to Dbe
handled through us.

li., Saqr was inclined to brush aside the practical difficulties
but readily agreed to study the problem in detail with Tripp,
who will be reporting further on it. My general feeling is
that while we must view this Egyptian Point 4 programme with
some alarm because of its political implications, it is
virtually impossible for us to prevent any of the Gulf States
accepting something of the kind unless we are prepared to make
similar offers ourselves. This is particularly the case with
education, since Bahrain, Kuwait and Qatar have for some time
been drawing their teachers from Egypt. In those cases the
bulk of the expenses are met by the local Government, but I
believe there is some kind of Egyptian Government subsidy.

5. Shaikh Saqr is by far the most sophisticated of the

Trucial Rulers. (He has, I believe, even had a volume of poems
published in Cairo). He is, therefore, the most likely of them
to be influenced in this manner by Egypt, and we shall have G¢o
be careful that any such influence does not become too strong.
He is, moreover, full of grandiose ideas about the development
of his State, while, unfortunately, lacking almost completely
the financial resources to carry them out. There is, therefore,
quite a strong possibility of frustration and discontent.
Tripp's discussion with him on the financial implications of
this Egyptian offer will, I hope, give us some opportunity to
discover more exactly than we know at present what his
financial situation is. I shall be writing later in the year
after Tripp has made further enquiries of a general nature

about the subject of Trucial Coast development and administration
in the future. Meanwhile I should be very grateful for any
comments and guidance on this Egyptian offer.

6. I am sending copies of this letter to Cairo, B.M.E.C. at
Nicosia and Beirut, Dubai and Kuwait.

Vv
LNty LN

(Cotmard [Lotrars

(B. A. B. Burrows)
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1012/9/55. August 13, 195656.
Confidential.

WitH THE COMPLIMENTS OF

HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S POLITICAL AGENCY

TRUCIAL STATES

Dusal

Tos A.C.I. Samuel Esq.,
Eastern Department,
Foreign Office,S.W.l.

PoOLITICAL AGENCY,
TRUCIAL STATES,
Dusal.




1012/9/55, Political Agency
Trucial States,
Dubai.

Confidential. August 13, 1955,

I note from Samuel's letter to you, BA 1743/1
of July 29, that the line he suggested should be taken
with the Ruler of Sharjah about Egyptian offers of
teachers, engineers etc, corresponds with that which
I in fact followed at my meeting with Shaikh Saqr
on June 27 ( reported to Mr.Burrows in my letter
1016/26/55 of June 29 ),

2. As you know, Shaikh Saqr is at present

on holiday in the Lebanon, We do not know whether

he has yet visited Cairo, as he had intended, or whether
the Egyptians have pursued their offer, In any case,
Shaikh Saqr promised me that he would tell Lt.Col.Kamal
Abdul Hamad that any formal offer of help should be made
through H.M.G, Since wer have heard nothing from Cairo,
it may well be that the Egyptians have not yet followed
up their overtures.

3. I am sending a copy of this letter to Samuel at
the Foreign Office,

(J.P.Tripp)

C.A. Gault Esquire., 0.B.E.,
British Residency,
Bahrain,
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17415/5/55 Y \ Political Agency,
D / Kuwait,

Gonfidential
11 July, 1855,

/
ﬁ’o§/‘/"’ 64’7‘*;/

The Political Resident's letters of Juné/ZO and June 21
to you about approaches by the Egyptian Government to the Ruler
of Sharjah and to the Bahrain Government call for comment from
here about possible similar Egyptian approaches.,

24 We have not heard of any epproach by the Egyptian Govern-
ment to the Government of Kuwait similar to that made to the
Governnent of Bahrain, We hardly imagine that the Egyptian
Government would think that such an approach to the Kuwait
Government was necessary as the Kuwait educational system is

now firmly integrated with the Egyptian and many young Kuwaitis
already are sent to Egypt for further education by the Kuwait
Government, As you know, this is an arrangement which grew up
rapidly with the sudden expansion of the Kuwait educational
system, It is an arrangement which we cannot hope to alter
quickly; nor am I convinced that it is practicable to alter it
at all, The great advantage, from the Kuwait point of view,
which the Egyptian educational system has over the British is, of
course, that it is conducted in the Kuwaitis' mother tongue.
There are comparatively few Kuwaiti students with the knowledge
and practice in English necessary to benefit from education in
the United Kingdom and those who have it usually do go there for
their further education, The remainder have(®he alternatives of
Cairo and the American University at Beirut, We have not heard
of many Kuwaitis going to Beirut recently BﬁT the well-known
example of a Kuwaiti who has been there, Dr, Ahmad Khatib, does
not suggest that that is a particularly good place for the
further education of Kuwaitis, I believe that it is recognised
that there is a communist influence in the American University
and certainly there is a strong communist party in the Lebanon.
In Egypt, on the other hand, the present regime have tried to
reduce communist influence and propaganda,

e There can be no doubt thgt the existence of a number of
Egyptian teachers in Kuwait and Kuwaiti students in Egypt gives
the Egyptian Government an opportunity of spreading enti-British
and anti-Western propaganda among Kuwaitis should they wish to
take it, There is no sign at present that they are using this
opportunity., I think the only thing we can do about it is to
hope that the British Council will succeed in extending British
influence in educational circles, but their initial progress must
necessarily be modest and slow,

4, We are not sure of the exact terms under which Egyptian
teachers come here but they are certainly seconded from the
Egyptian service and they continue to receive at least a portion
if not all their Egyptian Government pay in addition to whatever
the Kuwait Government may pay them,

LeA.Ce Fry Egq., CoM.G., O¢Be.E.,
Eastern Department, /5 Tiam
Foreign Office,
London, S.W.1l.




5 I am sending a copy of this letter to Gault at
Bahrain,
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CONFIDENTTIAL
FROM CATRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/0TP DEPARTMENTAL
DISTRIBUTION
S8ir H, Trevelyan

No, 1245 D. 6.46 p.m, September 12, 1955
September 12, 1955 R. 8.04 p.m. September 12, 1955

mmum 732

CONFIDENTIAL

Addressed to Bahrain telegram No, 35 of September 12,
Repeated for infermation to Foreign Office, (Immediate)
Dubai \'L‘w's"\\ :

A

Vi v
Your letter 1745/1/55 of June 21,

When I returned Sheikh Sagr's call on September 12 he
showed interest in obtaining Egyptian teachers for Sharjah,
and mentioned that he would see the lMinister of Education on
September 15, He may intend discussing the offer described in
your letter under reference,

2. Do you wish me to say anything to the Sheikh, e,g.
that we will take the matter up on his behalf?

Foreign Office pass Immediate to Bahrain and routine to
Dubai as my telegrams Nos. 35 and 5.

[Repeated to Bahrain and Dubail,

DISTRIBUTED TO: ADVAICE COPIES

Esstern Department Private Secretary

African Department Sir H, Caceia
My, Shuckburgh
Head of Egstern Department
Resident Clerk
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CONFIDENTIAL

FROM BAFRATN T0 POREIGN QFFTGR

Cypher/0TP : DEPARTHMENTAL

DI BUTION
Mr Gault R S

]
No, 674 D. 10.10 a.m. September 14, 1955
September 13, 1955. R. 8.40 a.m, September 14, 1955

PRIORITY
CONFIDENTIAL

Addressed to Cairo telegram No. 34 of September 13,
Repeated for information to Foreign Office,
i Dubai
i I R A o 8
Your telegram 35: Sheikh Sagr.,

[ 1y Joo 150-/

Foreign Office instructions are that although in default
of giving help ourselves we cannot oppose Egyptian offer, we
should discourage Sagr by pointing out teachers will be of
low calibre (due to shortage in Egypt itself) and that he
would be well advised, if accepting the offer at all, to take
on only one or two Egyptians and see how things work out.

2, We have followed this line and told Saqr that offer may
involve political strings and in view especially of Egyptian-
Saudi Arabian line up we rely on him to support us in case
presence of Egyptians proves incompatible with our joint
interests., He promised Political Agent to tell Kamal Abdel
Hamad that any formal offet should be made through Her Majesty's
Government.

3. The scarcity of Saqr's financial resources and the fact
that we are underwriting development in his sheikhdom, give

us right to be concerned in this proposal. While therefore

I do not think we can or should prevent Sagqr from seeing the
Minister of Education and discussing offer himself I think it
advisable that he should be accompanied by member of your staff
to hold watching brief.

Foreign Offiee pass Cairo as my telegram No., 3i.
[Rapeatsdsto Cairo]
{4 xr 2 -

DISTRIBUTED TO:
Eastern Department - %3

L}

African Department i b
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CONFIDENTIA L

I CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/OTT

Sir H, Trevelyan

Neo, 1317 00 p, m, September 25, 1958
September 25, 1955 i ) ., September 25, 1955
IMMVEDIATE

CONFIDENTIA L

Addressed to Bahrain telegram No, 40 of Septe
peated for or infor mAation o F Foreign Office
Dubai

Sheikh Saqr,

Your telegram No, 54 arnv‘d after meeting w
of B.ducation had taken place, 1 lembers of r
gr twice, on the second occasion at his re

uu thats-

(i) no decisions lad been taken;
(i) he would inform us of any developments before departure;
(i) he would make British connexions clear to Egyptians,

On second occasion today he said that:~

he wanted to settle matter before leaving early on
Septe mber 273

he would acce ur or nvr\ *ma\ an doctor from
Egyptians unk British were pay for
squivalent;

(iii) he wished to see me,
2. 1 will see him tomorrow at 1245. Grateful for urgent comments,
"

Forsign Office rhase pass (immediate) to Bakrain and routine
g

to Dubai 28 my telegrams Nos, 40 and 4 respectively.

[Repeated to Bahrain and Dubai /

DISTRIBUTED TO:- ADVANCE COPIRg:- &

Eastern Department Private Secretary

African Department Sir H, Caccia
Mr, Shuckburgh
Head of Eastern Department
Resident Clerk
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CONFIDENTIA L
FROM BAHRAIN TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/OTP

A B DEPARTVMENTAL
el %3/ / SEREOToN

Mr, Gault
No, 697 D,12,45 a, m, September 25, 1955,
September 25, 1955, R.10,25 p, m, September 25, 1955,

EVMERGENCY |
CONFIDENTIA L 7 it 1 |

At [
Addressed to Cairo teleqram No, 38 of Septe mber 25

Repeated for information to#oreign Office Dubai

Your telegram No, 40; Sheikh Saqr.

There can, of course, be no question of our committing
Her Wajesty's Government to finding money for an equivalent
number of teachers at the same time as we have spent £5,00
on building his new school and I think he might usefully be
reminded of the fact, I suggesthe should also be warned that
Her Majesty's Government cannot, without:full ~onsideration,
undertake to finance any of the consequential expenditure that
acceptance of full Egyptian offer will entail, Indeed, his
determination to settle the whole matter before Septe mber 27
seems quite inconsistent with his undertaking to the Political Agent
in paragraph 2 of my telegiam No, 34, I suggest you urge him to
accept at this time as an experiment a token number e.g. one doctor
and two teachers and to reserve acceptance of any larger number
until he has had an opportunity of goiny into ways and means with
the Political Agent, Dubai,

FA 17943/

Foreign Office pass Emergency Cairo as my telegram No, 38,
[ Repeated to Cairo 7.,

DISTRIBUTED TO ADVANCE COPIES

Eastern Department Vr, Shickburgh
Head of Eastern Department

Resident Clerk
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CONFIDENTIAL
FROM CATRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE
Cypher/OTP, DEPARTMEVTAL DISTRIBUTION

8ir H, Trevelyan Ds 5,57 pems September 27, 1955,

No,1337
¢ Ry 734 Pellle September 27. 1955,
September 27, 1955

CONFIDENTIAL j ;
Addressed to Bahrain telegram NolAl of September 27.

Repeated for information to Foreign Office
and Saving to Dti'bai.

S TR e D
Your telegrem No.38. |—" 1 (A I O

Sheikh Sagr called on me on September 26, I spoke
on the lines of your telegrem under reference,

00

2. Sagr said he planned to accept two teachers
for English and one for agriculture; also a doctor and
lady doctor if he could get them, He said that the
teachers would eventually replace others to whom he was
now paying a salary, but that in any case he was himself
ready to defray any consequential expenditure that might
arise, He fully understood that any formel offer should
be made through Her Majesty's Govermnment and would follow
whatever procédure Bshrain and Kuwaeit adopted in similar
circumstances,

3, He also mentioned that Egyptians were planning
to send trade mission to Kuwalt and Bahrein in November.
Wiould there be any objection to it visiting Sharjah?

I said that he would need to settle that with Gulf
authorities. (This is the first I have heard of a trade
mission, I am meking enquiries,

Foreign Office please pass to Bahrain,
[Repeated to Bahrain]
DISTRIBUTED TO:

Eastern Department
Economic Relations Department
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FROM KUWAIT TO FOREIGN OFFICE

En Clair p,/] LL 3 q DEPARTUENTAT. DISTRIBUTTON
|

Mr, Bell
I\O. 206
October 8, 1955,

1.45 p.m. October 8, 1955,
2.9 p.m. October 8, 1955,

PRIORITY

Addressed to Foreign Office telegram No: 206 of October 8
Repeated for information Saving te: Bahrain,
irut for B,1M.E.0.
Information Officer,

Sheikh Abdullah Aljabir Assabah, President
Department, teday opered central kitchen erec
William Press Partnership in Kuwait for ieferz'.;r-t. 61
supply free meals to schoel children in town and
villages, He saw 34,000 sandwiches and 6,0",’.
being prepared for c.c:upatch by refrigerated v
homogenized milk made from pewder, Extra capacity
to 14,000 meals a day.

DISTRIBUI'ED TO:
Eastern Department.
Icws Department.
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