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His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
Amir of the State of Kuwait
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The Corwn prince
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Nota Bene

It is noteworthy that a limited number of the titles of
the paintings have been reiterated in the tables
because they have been displayed in more than one
exhibition. Meanwhile, the tables embodied a good
number of titles, whose paintings are not available.

First : Paintings reiterated marked with (%)
Second : Paintings unavailable marked with ()




LRl
n =

L4

SR, ¥
_ : ? i .'1.1. f'IIu::‘lil‘!' -
e - el S MRMRERE ikl -
LIRS & AT S

'I"L"

k
i
1
= 8
= |
g

-

|I.I
e
i

T -.-i;jl_' f”"" =
* .




TN Al o2

First Stage

e Jailds

Sl gloeag Solilay %

dn el Do) diglins o yas %

danld) an yl) o ylas

aSHbdl s yiald (oadd) Joud) payaa %

* Early Stages and Endeavours

* The Exhibition of the Arab Tournament

* The Nine Spring Exhibitions

* The Golden Jubilee Exhibition of Mubarakiyah School
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Paintings which the author drew at the early 1950s, their origin extinguished and were
not photographed.

Dignitaries, photos, and scenery which represent the psychological echoes that were
crammed in the artist imagination and that were inspired from the Arab surrounding and
the constituents of the local environment were the Artist’s early beginnings. Many of
these paintings, drawn at that stage, were lost.

I1- A picture of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah
2- A picture of Sheikh Salem Al-Mubarak
3- A picture of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Jaber (1)

There are also numerous pictures of several
dignitaries and innumerable scenery.
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The exhibition of the Arab Championship Competition
Shuwaikh Secondary School, 20-28 December 1958

The titles of the paintings displayed in the exhibition:
I- President Gamal Abdul Nasser | {:}
2- President Gamal Abdul Nasser 2
3- President Abdulkareem Qasfr;tﬂ
4- The Senior Arab Citizen™ o

5- The Commander Abdulhakeem Amir
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First Spring Exhibition of Fine Arts
Mubarakiyah Schoeol: from 4 to 31 May 1959

The titles of ﬂ}:e paintings displayed:
I- Twu'rghr
(%)
2- Scenerj»'
3- Huntmg

. ol k)
4- Soirée
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Second Spring Exhibition of Fine Arts
Mubarakiyah School: from 23/4 to 5/5/1960

Titles of the paintings displayed 2
I- The Black seabream at the koa{cﬂ
2- Taroof (A Trap used for fishing)
3- Fishing at Shi’eb.” o
4- The Bridegroom of the past -
5- From Bahrain: Al-Muharraq Island from afar
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The Wedding Procession of the Bridegroom: In the past, the
bridegroom, accompanied by his father and the invitees who were
both acquaintances and relatives, was wed on foot to his bride's
house by night in a procession. Sometimes, they were accompanied
by Al-Ardha Bands (bands which dance while raising swords)
singing and beating drums. The picture features the wedding
procession, the lamp-carriers, and the people watching them.
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The Third Spring Exhibition of Fine Arts

AV ale ol ve—10 e 4S5l Ayl | Al

Mubarakiyah School: from 15/30 April, 1961

Titles of the paintings displayed

1- Bulletin Board - The Facade
at the Ghee Souk.

2- Give the Crippled something to
eat.

3- Umm Salem House

4- Umm el-Ghaith

5- Al-Samri (a kind of music)
6- Divan (1)

7- Oh! Hiyti, Oh! Bayti (imy pilgrimage) .

8- Receiving the Pilgrims
9- Hinna (camphire)
10- Reflections

11- Tistahil- Umm-Alhilib
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Two photographs from the third Spring Exhibition, 1961. Some
pantings displayed in the Exhibition are featured
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B ] - The F k: In the past, the
government used to nail up the advertisements on a certain wall
which was located between the Ghee Souk and| the Sarrafeen
(money-changers) stalls. People were crowded to read them or
listen to any one who volunteered to read them.
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Give the crippled something to eat: In the past, if it happened that
a certain child lingered either in growing up or walking, the girls
brought a big frail or basket, put in the child, roamed the houses
thinking that that action would accelerate his heal and
consequently could walk. In return, they got some money, grain or
food. During their roaming they sang:

Give the crippled something lo eal, fo eal, fo eal
So that he could wall, wall, walk, wolk............
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Umm Salem House: It was an old house inhabited by an old blind

woman called Umm Salem in the 1930s and 1940s. When we were young,
we served her and provided her needs.
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Umm _el-Ghaith : In the past, If rain did not fall or was late, the
people humbly prayed and supplicated to God to let the rain fall,
Those prayers affected the youth behaviour and soul. The small girls
made a dummy of rags and wood, roamed the houses of the district
singing the following verse thinking that such action accelerated the
fall of rain, in addition to getting tips from the people of the district.

Oh, mother of rain, r{lef'p us,
I_e." rain f‘.’]l’l’,

I,E" lf;}r!;' :;’F('.ISS -:}lf‘ﬂ'rl-' UF, -:,]l"l:}'i\ Hj'::',

For the sheep to graze.
| Rl
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Diwaniyyah 1 (Divan): The picture exhibits the divan of the late
Khalid al-Mas 'oud in the 1960s where the friends came together to
enjoy their leisure after the teachers’ club at Salhiyah had closed
its doors in December 1958.
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Oh! Hiyti, Oh! Bayti (Oh my pilgrimage) 1: In the past, while people were going
on a pilgrimage on camelback - a journey which approximately lasted three
months- their families, especially the girls, were planting barely or fenugreek
in a basket. When pilgrims’ arrival approached, the girls, accompanied by
their families, carried the flourishing plants into the sea shore, immersed the
plants into the water, and reiterated the following in chorus:
Oﬁ, H[}:y.r:, Ob Bayti,
May God bless my father’s pilgrimage,
May God bless my mother’s pl’fgn'rrm‘gf,
Mﬂ_}' God er!'p them to goona p:'!:gn'nmgr seven times.

Then they threw the plants into the sea, praying safe arrival of their pilgrims.
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Hinna (camphire): The mother camphires her daughter on an

occasion such as marriage. Some of her neighbours and other

women in the area might cooperate with her on that happy
occasion.
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Reflections: I took notice of this scene through the window screen of my
car on a rainy night. The water reflected the street lights .
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Tistahil-Umm-Alhilib: The painting features and old man carrying
midwer jet (a bundle of clover) which he bought for his Sikhla (goat) which

provides him with milk.

|
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The Fourth Spring Exhibition of the Fine Arts

Al-Mubarakiyah School, 1962 AVATY ale A4Sl Ayl Aclay

The Titles of the Paintings displayed aSyLat) Sl gl ¢ Lol

(%)

I- Qadri (the Sheikh in the Mouled) @3\l =\
2- Hammali Bu VYillah. ( the carrier with the basket) {Ep_;g *-f""""" —
3- Rain and Jute n:.i‘....ﬁ.}'.ﬁ all =¥
4- Al-Tawah sl —¢
5- Al-Shawi (1) (the shepherd) 1::.5_3‘1 ol — 0

6- Al-jaleeb and baloo'a (The well and the Sink) EE,JL‘JH el dy =1

7- Misqa (Sink for the cattle to drink) il =Y
8- Khabari (Big swamp of water) {;_},L._-.\- -\
9- Sewaika (The Seller of Chewing Tobacco) ti,.mx ol —4
10- The Seller of the Locust {:i_,}_\ ol =\
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al Tawah: (a sheet of Iron where bread was baked on) The picture shows a
woman deeply indulged in baking bread, as was the old custom in Kuwait's
houses.
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An order to get artistic tools and requirements from the inspectorate of the Arts Education to be
distributed, as an encouragement to the artists participating in the Spring Exhibitions
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The Fifth Spring Exhibition of Fine Arts
Mubarakiyah School, 1963 a\41Y ale 4.S)Ld1 duyall dclay
The Titles of the paintings displayed: — +4S L&) Sl 9l ¢ Lol

1- Qarw of Mosque (1) (The Mosque water (V) pdy sl g8 =)
closet and the bathroom)

2- Mowaddi (the Conductor) sl =Y
3- A Kuwaiti House (1) (pss) ghss o =Y
4- Bannat Arfaj dye iy —t
5- Al-Sarwah (The End of a Soirée) PR (1

6- Al-Musaqgqaf 1, A Woodenbridge between two ) pBy) ezl =1
houses (The Archway)

7- Borrowing the Millas (the Scoop) o) B jlalal =Y

8- Twilight i
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ied by the late Mohammad Ahmad al-Jassar
and the late Abdulkareem Arab who admired my works during the
Fifth Spring Exhibition in 1963. The photo also showed some of my
paintings displayed in the exhibition.
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The Qarw of Mosque I (The Mosque water closet and the
bathroom): It was one of the utilities of the mosque where ablution and
bathing were done from the abundant water of the well.

®o——
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The Mowaddi (the conductor): It was a work created by some
people to get their day's bread. When a shopper buys a sheep or a
cow, one of those people asked him to escort the sheep or the cow
from the souk, to the buyer's house on foot, even if it were a far
away house and got his fee.
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This picture shows a Kuwaiti home which
includes an old roofed corridor, stairs to reach the roof, the stand

of the zeer; a big jar ﬁ}r keeping water called Iehalah, a rain-water
spout (some Kuwaitis pronounce it Haja which is the barrier situated on

the roof of the house; it is a rhetoric Arabic); pigeons and their nests, and
other house requirements.
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Arfaj: It represents a camel carrying a huge load of a
plant called Arfaj (Rhnterium eppaposum) which people used in the
past as firewood for cooking. The camel with its load nearly
blocked the narrow roads. People bent under the load to pass
through the road.
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+ The picture shows a man who
ended his soirée and was remmmg home by night holding his
treek (pile) to see his way through darkness.
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Borrowing the Millas (the Scoop): the picture shows a woman - in
her old kitchen- while ladling out the rice for her family using the
scoop. In the meantime her neighbour's daughter came to borrow
that scoop. She was astonished for that untimely request, yet she
gave it to her.

The Millas is a big broad scoop to ladle the food from the pot into
the tray. The Kuwaiti maxim says: "What is in the pot, comes out by

the scoop."
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Musaqqaf (The Bridge or Archway) 1: It is an upper room used

as a bridge between two opposite houses separated by a road.
People passed under it and the boys played in its shade in summer
days.
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Twilight: I witnessed this view at Shuweikh coastline where
al-Hazra appears. It entails setting up a barrier of reeds bound
together to create lengthy longitudinal walls off shore making
labyrinth to entrap the fish, which will be unable to escape.
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The Sixth Spring Exhibition of Formative Arts:
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Mubarakivah School: 15-30 April 1964.

Titles of the paintings displayed — 1AS L) Sl gl ¢ Lol

I- Khiran Resort 1. () oVt s =Y
() ()
2- Taa'zeelah (temporl closing) dyas =Y
3- Hash (Defaming of People) o =YV
4- Kish Damah (Check the king) aaly S —¢
(%)
5- Before Twilight E::..,,'.Jd\j.;a =8
6- Under the bagdeer ( a wind catcher ) yaSll s =)

7_ Lights and Reflections calus\Sailg shash —y
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Jointly with the teacher of music, Mr Shanbaki, Mubarakiyah
School, 1964.
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From Khieran 1: At the early sixties (1960s), some of my friends and I
went on a journey to Khieran and pitched our tent on the coast (Khor
al-Mifattah). Calmness, cleanliness and fresh air dominated the coastline.
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h (Defamin : A meeting between two persons who talk
and defame some people.
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1 :The attendants of the old and
modern divan (diwaniyah) have accustomed to play the draught
and are artiful in playing it. The players are surrounded by some
fans and admirers who enjoy watching the game.
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This picture shows an old
man sleeping in his room under thebagdeerat noon in the heat of
summer. The bagdeeris a longitudinal opening in the ceiling of a
room to allow the outer air to pass inside the room to cool it.
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Lights and Reflections: | painted it on 19 February 1964 through

the windscreen of my car since I liked this view.
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The Seventh Spring Exhibition of Formative Arts,

Mubarakivah School- 1965
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The titles of the paintings displayed —+ASyaL) Ol gl ¢ Lol

(=)
I- Elections

2- Waiting

()
3- The caller
%)
4- Billiard

5- azZoor Fires

6- Kubbar Island
)
7- Shibj (1)

(%)
8- A Story

0- Mallat Halool (a treatment)

(%)
10- Adh Dhaba'iva Coastline

(%)
1 I- The Bridegroom

(=)
Ll =\
das) =Y
(%)
ylall =¥
(%)
) =t
3938l olys =0
¥SEyyr —)
(%)
(\ p25) iy =N
(9
aallin — M
Jolo> aly =4
(¥}
daasuall Jobu =\
)
: e y-adl =W

— @



L] :
LK
L

iH__u'! .*I *\ -

s -
E3 ? 2
=T
-" : -J;'

.
F
£ ]

o N4
o ks

i 8 1 i

(B

A poms Al wlidl e Jg¥1 Caiaill 3 eajll (e A LT Lied Lasic 1 yg 301 Ol g
a.ﬂn.a.u_h....':?.'a]lt.:ui.mu Ly JL-." ub__:_‘.

azZoor Fires : A; the outset of 1960s, some of my friends and I
voyaged Ra's azZor where I saw this view by night: oil reservoirs,
and landscaped by gas fires, and some lamps which illuminated the
area,
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Kubbar Island: We voyaged it in 1965 where I saw a great number
of birds which hobitat the island as shown in the picture.
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Mallat Halool (a treatment): Halool is a medicinal herbs which
people bought from the spice dealer. They boiled it and because of
its bitterness they resorted to the stick and carrots to tempt their
children to drink it. They either gave them money, gifis or use the
stick. It helped clean their digestive system.
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Waiting: This painting reveals people queuing till their turn comes
to buy bread.
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The Eighth Spring Exhibition of Formative Arts

Mubarakiyah School- May 1966 aV471 ale gale 48)Ldl 4wyl dclay

The Titles of the paintings exhibited Syt Sl gl3 2 Lol

() (%)

I- Andalus Cinema Gt Latin =)
2- A Kuwaiti House 2 (¥ m23) eSS — ¥
3- Hadagq (Fishing by Night) Jl) 3las =Y
4- A View from Khiran 2. \} JR T TR T )
5- Bidi' Street by Nfg;;l {;;.1 gadl gyl —0
6- Bidi' Street by D&;I 'ﬂ..h gadl gyl =1
7- The Old School dgan¥liyall =V
8- A Kind of Musf:rﬂ MLE yalmd) — N
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A Kuwaiti House 2: Some rich people used cement to plaskr the
walls of their houses. They decorated them with protruding and

cavernous ornaments and also used cement to build the upper
rooms that contained windows.
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Hadag (Fishing by Night): The painting shows two persons fishing
in a cloudy night where sometimes the moon broke through the
clouds, and reflected on the face of water creating a unique view.
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A view from Khiran 2 : The painting is a view of Khor Al-Mifatta
(discerning) in the 1960s where the remnants of a machine used to
desalinate water for a company is seen.
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The Old School: The painting shows the Mulla (the teacher) of the
school while drawing marks on a pupil's leg to prevent him from
going to the sea. Also, observe one of the naughty pupils in the
schoolyard in sangal (chains). He was punished so as to be an
example and warning to the other pupils who stood watching him.
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The Ninth Spring Exhibition of Formative Arts

Mubarakiyah School - 1967 AVATY ale AS,Ld) A yall delay

The Titles of the paintings exhibited = :45,LA) Ol gl ¢ Lawul

I- His Highness Sheikh Sabah lﬂiL..J\ e i) ) cnbia =)
al-Salem'™
(%) (4

2- The hills at Fintas oelaiall olgy =¥
: (%) (%) =
3- Under the Sidr Tree CERO FLIC L)
A (%) (%)
4- The Fintas Farms eldaiall g5l — ¢
() (%)
3- A View from Fintas eldalal) (a ylala —0
#) .
6- Ammariyat (a shelter for the sellers of goods Sloslae =)

that came from the deser!)?ﬂ
(%) (%)

7- Our District Loy —V

8- On Settees —aadd) Jde T A
; o ()

9- Al-Noon (Sprinkling nuts on certain occasions) oa—aty =%
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A photo of the first exhibition of the Formative Arts Society
inaugurated in 1968 where some of my paintings were exhibited.
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On Settees: The painting shows one of the summer divans in the
1960s. The people passed a pleasant time there during the summer

nights.
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The Golden Jubilee Exhibition of the Mubarakiyah School
Mubarakiyah School Hall, 1962

Some paintings displayed at the Exﬁfbl'ﬁﬂ:l*}
1- A photo of Sheikh Yousuf Bin Issa
2- A photo of Mr Ahmad Shihab Al-Deen
3- A photo of Mr Umar Asim
4- A Photo of Salih Abdulmalik
5- A photo of Sheikh Abdulaziz al-Resheid
6- At Mubarakiyah School, Water place
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* The two joint exhibitions with the late artist Amir Abdulridha
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The First Joint Exhibition of the artists
Al]l’}ul'} Hu%min {'II'ICI Amir AL‘:(IUIFi(JL-’.]

Mubarakiyah School - 20 February 1966
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The first joint exhibition with my colleague the late Amir Abdulridha
was set up at Mubarakiyah School on the eve of 20th February
1966 and was sponsored by the former Minister of Education
Khaled al-Mas'oud who deputized Mr Hamad Al-Rejaib.
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Introduction

The speech delivered by Mr Abdulmageed Mohammad
al-Khanfar, the chairman of the Teachers' Society.

Since its foundation, the Kuwaiti Teachers' Society has been
keen to help its members to acquire and practise the hobby they
are interested in. The Society, while emphasizing this fact, aims
at manifesting the potential energy and capability of its members
whose attitudes and talents vary and who form the greatest
cultural and social stratum in the society. Today, as the Society
feels that one of its aims has been achieved, feels comfort and
pleasure through watching the exhibition of our two comrades
Ayoub Hussein and Amir Abdulridha.

Their exhibition incarnates the desire and insistency to achieve
something, which the Society boasts and embraces. Therefore,
the Society offers its deep gratitude and appreciates the efforts
they exerted to organize this exhibition in this lovely fantastic
way, which we hope it receives and acquires the admiration and
enjoyment of the visitors of the exhibition.

We pray to God that these talents continue their mission in the
service of art and immortalize the features of life in our beloved
country. The Society thanks and appreciates both colleagues'
work and wishes them success and prosperity.

nm 50{1’91;} Cf:.raimmn
1966
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The Speech of Mr Mahmoud Suwailum

Senior Inspector of Art Education - Ministry of Education- Kuwait

A“DUE Hugsgfn : A photographer and Artist; The Headmaster of Bin
Zaidoun School

Amip Julpi s A photographer and Artist, Vice-headmaster, Ali Bin
Abi Talib School

* Clever photographers; both followed the impressionistic and influential school in
photographing, and sometimes they adopted the lovely realism school with some
changes.

* Their artistic works show a sense of development mixed with colour. ..they control the
areas of lights and shadows which distinguish their paintings. ...

* They have entirely absorbed the Kuwaiti life. They treated and dealt with the
environment from many sides, and especially the social values, and popular landmarks.

* Both of them followed his impression and sensation before the emergence of
Naturalism without binding themselves to many of its shapes and scenes but resorted to
self-adaptation.

* Both of them resorted to the magnificent artistic values which showed their feelings,
values and relations in an acceptable and romantic style.

* Colours played a paramount role in showing the artist’s personality and therefore,
became one of the most distinguished characteristics of their works. They were a true
translation of the nature of life in Kuwait and they also showed the many sides of
nature along the Arabian Gulf. The colours also indicated the feelings of the artist, and
his self-impression about its landmarks, its calm atmosphere, in successful paintings
which arouse the lookers imagination and bind us to the facts and insinuations of the
environment.

* After a long practice and continual experimentation, the personality of Ayoub Hussein
and Amir Abdulridha took a distinguished shape than the other Kuwaiti artists.

* They implemented the Gestalt theory, cared a little of analysis, studying and discerning
the details. | do not hesitate to call both of them "The Gestalt Artist.” 1 do not invite
them to change their method lest they should adopt another one which does not
correspond with their artistic attitude. It is preferable to be innate and at the mean time
follow up the developments that arise in art and photographing. They enjoy good
molding, methodical strong-willed expression which is considered a call that has taken
lively and true forms and invited the spectators to participate in the world of the artist. It
is the process to achieve communication between the artist and the public.

* Last but not least, I congratulate Kuwaiti Teachers' Society on this first Artistic
exhibition, wishing to all Kuwaiti artists progress and glory. Indeed they will achieve
their goal and create a flourishing artistic boom on the dear land of Kuwait.

Mmt.‘mﬂuc.! LSDuwm‘fum
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The Paintings of the Artist Ayoub Hussein

(=)
1- al-Muwaddi

2- a!-Makahfis (the player of Oud)

3- Twilight (%)

4- The Seller of chewing Tobacco

5- Adh Dhaba’'iva Coastline
6- Lights and Reﬁecrmnsm

7- Borrowing the Cooper

8- Al-Qarw®

9- At the Corner o

10- At Ma 'rafi Cﬂaszﬁ?fj

11- on the Saihad (hill)

12- The Locust Sea’fe:{:}

13- Defaming People

14- From Sa!mfyahf*}

15- al-Shibj (1)

16- Ta'zeelah (temporal closing)
17- Receiving the Pifgrfm;"*}
18- Inside the Tent™

19- al-Musaqqaf (2)

20- A Moonlit Night

21- al- Dazzah (Trousseau) 1.
22- Andalos Cinema™

23- the Divan""

24- K}mbar:‘ﬂ

25- al-Samiri (a Kind of Music)
26- Billiard

27- Waiting

28- AsSad (the Dam)

29- Balo'at al-Zad (the Sink)
30- an Old House
31- Nig'a (basin) 1.
32- The Elections
33- al-Shitar"
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The Artist while painting at the yard of the Kuwaiti Teachers’ Society, 1966
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-Mok 'S r of the Oud): This is a title the Kuwaitis
gave to the musician who plays the oud.
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Adh Dhaba’iva Coastline: 1 displayed this painting among other
eleven ones in the Seventh Spring Exhibition in 1965. It features the

palace of the late Sheikh Jaber al-Ali which looks over the north
part of that coast. (The photo is distorted and unclear).
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At the Corner: or at the mosque of Mubarak located at Mubarak
square. Daily, some people of the area - either before or after
prayer- spent their time resting beside the wall of the mosque
chatting and playing cards accompanied by the children of the
area.

Mubarak, which the mosque and square were named after, was
Mubarak al-Khalifa one of the Sheikhs of Bahrain.
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[ (1) : It is a trap for birds pitched by the boys at the roofs
of their houses. They brought a pack of Arfaj (rhnterium
eppaposum) bushes, surround it by ropes after putting its lower
roots in a tin, then surrounded it by a number of bird traps and
fixed them by ropes tied into pegs nailed to the ground to. protect
the trap from wind and storms .
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Ta’zeelah: (temporal closing) The painting shows a part of the market
where the shopkeepers close their shops at noon.
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al-Musagqaf (The Bridge/Archway) 2: It is an upper room used as a
bridge between two opposite houses where the passers-by crossed
the road under the bridge. The boys of the area got rest in its shade

in summer and practised some of their activities.
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The Dazzah (Trousseau) I: It is what the fiancé Presented to his
fiancée before marriage. The painting features the women carrying
the trousseau and joyfully and happily going to the house of the
fiancée. They were welcomed and the clothes were displayed to the
women who examined them and expressed their admiration.
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Al-Samri (a kind of singing):Inthe past, especially during 1940s, some

people used to call the bands for a whole night singing 'al-Samri' to
celebrate their weddings or fulfil their vows. Their songs were
acc‘r:;mpamed by drums and tambourine till dawn. Many people
who rejoiced that kind of singing attended that night. Even women
in cloaks and their children sat at a corner a!fnrredfor them.
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Billiard: It was a game that was dominant among the members of
the Teachers' Society at the early 1960s.
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: it was the dam at al-Nigra (one of the districts
of Kuwait). It was located among the districts: Qadisiyah, Nogra,
Da'ivah and al-Shi'b. It was a rectangular ditch used to store the
floods. Indeed it was a reservoir.

Many wells were dug there to keep water for a longer time where
the water carriers came with their camels and donkeys to take

water from them till they dried. They continued the process every

season.
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: The painting discloses cooperation of
the members of the famzbz in carrying out home duties. It displays
the well, the sink, the bath, the barrel, the palm leaves, the mortar,

and some home utensils.
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A-Nig’a (basin) 1: It is a place where people could swim. The painting
displays the tannak (small vessels of tin made by children) ,its
owner and some other children admiringly looking at it. The
landscape shows a part of al-Hamad yard for manufacturing ships;
the Kharoor (a channel dug under the ground where rain and
floods run); water machine; Sabah al-Nasser building for selling
wood run by the late Barrak al-Khamees; the garage of the late
Sabah al-Nasser ; the back door of the Ja'afariva School ; and at
the top of the painting, the minaret of al-Khalifa mosque and some
other buildings are clear.
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The Elections: I attended that scene when I supervised those
elections at al-Nagah shool at the first half of 1960s.
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A _Moonlit Night: The Moon reflects its light on the ground and the
buildings around. The painting also discloses an old mosque at the late
night prayer.
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The Second Joint Exhibition of the artists
Aqoul.‘: Hussein  and Amir Abdulridha

Mubarakivah School Hall on HﬂI October 1969,
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Under the patronage of the late
Sheikh Jaber al-Ali al-Salem
al-Sabah, the former Minister of
Information, the ribbon was cut to
inaugurate the second joint
artistic ~ exhibition — with  my
associate, the late artist Amir
Abdulridha that was displayed at
Mubarakiyah School Hall on
Saturday evening 11 October
1969.




ligw 2ga>ne oY dels
a1 Bt - Al Bapy 31 gl e

L e yal 9 Cpsa gl

LA As il o )lall ety il LIS o O gl gl Gl e
T -3 PR S P

;Llﬂlqu!wlau&jlwbﬁgm_ﬂ: '__ful.ﬂiLn.‘...#__,..l_n_,.lLLl #*
LLodly Ja L ¢ SISV Gk Ll 3l yly bl O 68y S 1 3 adly meanllc 31201
o pliza oy N ks ) Y] las Ja s g0 Lloo Ll gy ol eDhny
35 Ay plazal

ol Jayy WL e 3 Ste ) adall pallally JSCEY daar Slagie S pllannl
- My by 0 Sl Je el Al (g5 any

c‘.mm;nmqdﬂajﬁfahyamgmu;gﬂiaﬁy:ﬁaﬁh}s.,nﬂﬁ
4Ll il eVl 2l plghl glas Jak s g0 8L Lglos J DL i> g (5,30
1:;.511‘_,._,1.dl“,‘.l:.ii_,aqdml%;uﬁuﬁnﬂ!g;mm_,:j-‘._.,,..:JL,J;M.;:,-‘:EI_,Z_.SI.::JL.LJL,
. &yad

L‘Jﬁ'l-.laJl:_'-—n-L__;.;ﬂ.u‘ﬂlﬁ'&hlﬂ&JcLe‘ﬂb?ﬂﬁﬁJﬂlﬁbﬂﬂwﬁjg #
wJJL.:LL.wsg;uuu,JuW:#ﬁwuerI_,guh_.:h!u., sl Lata) dolmezead
By Ly Ly A By e i Ay o Yl inchy Jedl ol
el I eSS Y1 & e 220 e LlalELy Lge 3 5

3 et e e Jo 55 A g oy delonty 4l (B Lo o ) 8 8 LaaDS
C_u&jlw_jwﬁb-h‘,lgusyiﬂu1&it§! . db.ﬁJid'F_’iuﬁbm.ﬂJIh’;b_’iﬁth
and el st o LV g g ) i 4 JaS L BLS| gl po 26yl il sl
.,,._;Jf..:.:._r,s3Jjuﬁi1;rﬁﬂ1suﬁ1ghﬁguﬁ;w§ﬂn,i}:J...li:!.1(,.:ijh_,d,,._:jlf__,_ajl1
L dony Ul Lol - ol Dy ool g lan s Ga2 L 5 571 800 g8 109800
o kel olally dplall bl 33 Ldodly Gl iy Genlly ) gl
- gl 043 el ey

o Jamell el g L @3N 5 GO or ol

hig s




The Speech of Mr Mahmoud Suwailum

Senior Inspector of Art Education - Ministry of Education- Kuwait

Ag;gué Hussein Amirfq )(Pl" ;1 M

* They are of the active artists whose production, local joint exhibitions and participation

in foreign ones are rich.

This 1s their second exhibition. Their paintings reveal natural tempo: meeting and
parting; congregation and scattering; motion and calmness; disparity and harmony;
besides the handwriting language, the area, the colours of the surfaces have all unified
formation which indicate and communicate the tempo to the lookers.

* Both of them translated the figures and the scenery into artistic relations and correlated

elements with the significance which contributed to understanding and feeling the
relation between the painting and its meaning.

* There is an original comprehensive idea beyond every painting, which takes a long time

to crystallize, then it comes into being followed by the strong will which motivates the
artist to draw in a unified style, expresses the artistic inspiration, and shows the
popular, social, romantic values. Therefore, the expressions vary as that of modern
artistic schools.

The elements of success were complete in many paintings especially those which
translated the natural life which in tum achieved great success. Persons in their
traditional clothes, their dark complexion; the simplicity and practical style of the
buildings; and the nature of land with its spacious sands; all of them express an
environment which is characterized by its simplicity, its tolerance, and its nature and
with a talent in distributing shadows and lights.

Both of them bravely expressed his sense and was keen to concentrate on elements
which are not mere flowers, buildings, persons, animals or colours etc... which only
were perceptive or cognitive elements but the two artists absorbed the objective
characteristics in addition to what they added from their wide imagination so as to give
the subject comprehensiveness, integrated values, and the power of formation.
Therefore, the brush painted a variety of work: once the intonation was monotonous,
and once it was bold according to the elements and surfaces which showed the depth,
the sensation, and the minute analysis of the similar and different elements.

* My great congratulations to both comrades. I pray to God, Almighty that they may stick

to their attitudes far from affectation, and, pursue their study and follow up the
innovation in the field of photographing.

Maﬁmﬂud‘ Sﬂuwai!um




g gtl plell Llagl

The Paintings of the Artist Ayoub Hussein

- Butbailah (by day) Vol adts a0 —)
(%) )
2- Busbait (a game for children ) i

Cpsngy =V

()
3- The Boys of al-firij ( the boys of the district) '-;,.LH e —Y
) ()

4- Aish Bin Umair (the rice of bin Umair) yaas o) e — £
() %)
5- Ammariyat (shelters) ) Slaslase =0

6- Kasiro Dallah (Standing on the Mountain of Arafat) s gyesS =\

: (%) () <
7- Under the Sidr tree B yaaud| s —Y
8- From al-Fintas:A Deserted farm (3 ya2ga i yha) ullaial) s —A
(%) (%)
9- From al-Fintas: (goats) (CoMa) pelaiall e =4
10- The Fintas Farms oullaziall gslha — N\
I1- Lights Saat =W
(=) (%)
12- Al-yahisha (bastinado) a3t =Y
13- Bida' Street by Day Voked padl gl — Y
14- Bird Seller yedall gl =\t
: . s} =) o -
[5- Circumciser Sl —N0
16- The Procession of the boy who ) day =1

Learned the Qur 'an by heart
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Butbailah (by day): That man appeared in the mid of Ramadhan and on

holidays. He, accompanied by boys, roamed among houses clapping and
singing reiterating:

HGU'DJ Jat;s come {JG{'&. T

Maq Evi!" nol ."EJUE.F..J you !

The people gave him money and food in return for awaking them to
have the light meal before daybreak during Ramadhan (sohoor).
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Kasiro Dallali: It is an occasion displayed by the boys, one day before
the great Bairam - that is the day of wagfa or the Day of Resurrection as

people call it. The painting Shows a group of people hoisting their colourful
flags, roaming among the houses, clapping, jumping, beating the drums and
singing: Kasiro Dallah... Four Anat Dallah. The group collected some
money from the citizens, which they divided among themselves.
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From al-Fintas: ADeserted Farm: In the 1930s and 1940s, al-Fintas

village was rich in cultivation, waterwheels, and abundance of fresh water,
Nowadays, everything is obliterated. This painting was drawn in 1967,
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Fintas Farms: In olden days, al-Fintas Village was abundant in
farms, waterwheels, and pastures before it has been populated, and
developed. The painting shows the village in the mid sixties.
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Lights: A street which was illuminated during the sixties.
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ida’ . It is one of the modern streets which were
built in the sixties at Bida' coastline area before building the recent
streets and beaches.
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Bird Seller: In the past Kuwaiti boys were fond of hunting seasonal
birds. The painting shows some of them sitting in the streets to
display their catch which some boys came to buy.
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The Procession of the Boy who learnt the Qur'an by Heart: In
the past, it was a habit to honour the boy who learnt the Qur'an by
heart. The school ordered its pupils to serve him and accompany
him while roaming -with his mother or one of his relatives- the
western and eastern houses of the rich people and collecting
money which would be given to the Sheikh as a remuneration for
teaching him the Qur'an.
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It includes the two artistic exhibitions of the Kuwaiti environment:

* The first artistic exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment
* The Second artistic exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment
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The First Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment

The Kuwaiti Teachers' Society - 13 November 1974

M







I"“-——-—

Wi jimadlis L NILLs , o f

}'}-'v*? i};@ E; o (Blw) oy b - dls G 5 sle 2l

5 ?E ?;-" 5 L I o k) et da 2

S b s Skl Lnar s o ol o1 (i oS

‘F? ?ﬁ f-f‘g j'*“J i Ly PVAVE VY /1Y el Y1 p gy sls 22y oS0
& 2 V'Z,\-;f 4 ¥

E gt _«‘:f ’)H AL Under  the patronage of Mr
4 Y4 Abdulaziz Abdullah al-Sara'wi,

AR > W o :
QQ ¥ 7 P s the former Minister of Telegram,
D Post and Telephone, the ribbon
P was cut to inaugurate the first

artistic exhibition of the Kuwaiti
environment which was set up at
the Kuwaiti Teachers' Society, on
Wednesday evening, 13
November 1974.
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The Speech of His Excellency

Mpe Aljcluluziz AIDAU”[]l’I al-Snm’wi

The Minister of Telephone, Post and Telegramme
The 1st Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment

My Sgod Hasein is a pifheed ardist. He i adjivined to
enwironment. with is customs, and cvends. Coory fainling
wlist's caprionce, whal fe lived with and whal e
obverved as cwell,

e i, %o%ammymyém%mmaf
bho fast Ufe which o d life to wcall with i memores
Ty e @ sosco of enyingment and dilpht

Thanks to My Aygoe Hasssein.

78 Nrvombos 7974

OE



displl dall Jgfl sl goyabl ingl

The First Exhibition’s Paintings of Kuwait’s Environment

I- Photo of HH Sheikh  glual) i) tluse fuldl sasadl calia 33ame =)
Sabah al-Salem al-Sabah

2- Photo of HH the Crown el aas ) pls 7l agall JaBygue — Y
Prince Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabah y

3- Photo of Sheikh Abdullah al-Jaber — p\all 3\ allla e 70 58315 yg0n =Y
al-Sabah

4- Butbailah (by day)"® P (150e0) dadosy —
3- Bu-Sebait Caaingy —0
6- Al-Noon (Sprinkling mixed nuts on certain occasions) et =1
7- Boys of the Fireej (district) =) s =N
8- The Rice of Bin Umair it o33\ Shens — A
Y- Ummariyat (huts) Sl ylae =Y
10- Kasiro Dallah \*) (%) 33 gyunslS — Ve
I 1- Under the Sidr Syl s — W
12- Deserted Farms * = 3 y92ega s yya =W
13 - Al-Fintas Farms st g3 =\
14- Al-yihesha (bastinado) Lala)) o) adiand) —ME
15- Al-Motahhir (Circumciser) yelall — N0
16- Al-Besheer ( harbinger) i) =W
17- Al-Tanbourah (a musical instrument) Bygaidall — WY
18- Al-Malid AU =Y
19- Al-Liwah ( a music band) aguldl =V
20- The Banguet icye =Y
21- Jilleeb Nokhom a0 el =T




22- Butbailah (by night) OLY) Al gy =Y

23- In the Morning el e =YY
24- The Year of Rations (agandl) LB IV s =YL
25- Al-Shattr KT
26- Reading Tahmidah odsaxil) Be|yd =T
27- Shili Gashiech (go away with your possessions) s g =W
28- Tahani B =Y\
29- Qirga'an olaS 80 —YA
30- Dayrufat (seesaw) al-Fireej (district) el d g =T
31- Seaif M'arafi o yas Capas — TN
32- Our Old House peadd) Ly =YY
33- Al-Niggah (by night) L) dazid) =YY
34- The Return of al-Kashata (picnic) LS Bage — Vi
35- Yakhoor al-Shawi (Stable of the Shepherd of sheep) g\ yo>\s —Y0
36- Al-Lomiyah Game iacasld) icad =T
37- Balbool Game Jaaldlical =YY
38- Qarw al-Masjid (The Water-Closet (WC) (Yp23) smdl 958 —TA
of the Mosque 2

39- alAsr (The Late Noon Prayer) suaali e =T
40- Friday Speech daad e =t
41- The Minaret of Mubarak's Mosque & ylis s B 3l — £
42- Safrook Game | (V pdy) 2Bynse dial — 1Y
43- A Cinema at Safat 1 (\p2)y) 3Ll g Latpis —EY
44- Having a Gramaphone dii g esie — it

IIJ
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His Highness the late Sheikh Sabah al-Salem al-Sabah, the Amir of

the State of Kuwait who ruled from 1965 till 1977, painted by
Ayoub Hussein al-Ayoub, December 1966.
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The Crown Prince Sheikh Jaber al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah featured in the
first Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment, 13th November, 1974.
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Sheikh Abdullah al-Jaber al-Sabah exhibited in the First Artistic Exhibtion
of the Kuwaiti Environment, 13th November, 1974.
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BuSebait: An old popular game practised by boys. When the boys
found a heap of clean sand in front of a house, they buried one of
them and cried: "BuSebait: Are you alive or dead"; if he said,"l am
alive" they again buried him, this time deeper than before; but if he
said, "dead", they got him out of the sand.
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Al-Noon (Mixed Nuts): it is a kind of vow, where you see the
housekeeper standing on the roof of her house throwing nuts and
money from her basket to the boys, girls and people of the district, on the
occasion of giving birth to a child, or circumcising a baby.
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ict): The painting reveals a group of
boys practising their games in the lanes of the district: some played
with the hand -made bike, the spinning top, the whirl gig, others
only watched.
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] ] ir : In the past, the poor queued every
evening to get their ration of the rice of the government distributed
through a man called Bin Umair.
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: Those were simple huts located at the south of
Al-Safat Square (the recent Municipality building) which protected
the sellers from the rain and the heat of the sun besides displaying
the goods they brought form the desert.
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Under the Sidr : A family who went on a picnic to that beautiful place,
i.e. al-Fintas farms to spend a lovely day enjoying the fresh air and
greenery.
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Al-Yihesha: (The Bastinado) The painting shows the Mulla
(teacher) putting the bastinado around the legs of one of his
troublesome pupils; helped by two other ones, he began beating

him with his stick; the other pupils watched; both interested and
terrified.
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al-Motahhir : (The Circumciser) , Here we see the late Ahmad
al-Hindi while circumcising a child whose father was holding him
during the process while al-Hindi was asking him to look at a bird
to distract his attention. Al-Hindi also circumcised the boy's brother
who appears sleeping. The women were veiled in front of the
circumciser.
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Al-Besheer (The Harbinger): You see him standing in front of a
house of a rich man after kneeling his camel in the yard of the
district. He announced that their pilgrims were in good condition
and would safely arrive. The owner of the house presented him a
cloak trimmed with gold which the harbinger put it on above the
ones he previously wore.
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: The painting shows the
Tanbourah band (the name of a group of men who played on
tanbourah) at their gathering place which was located at Fireej Maidan,

east of the city
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al-Malad :Some people called a man with his chorus at their home
to recite religious verses which praise the Prophet (Peace and

Blessing be upon him) and his companions. A lot of people from
both sexes attended such celebration.
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Al-Liwah (a music band) :The painting shows al-Liwah band at its
last site in Jabriyah where the boys and girls perform their

eurythmics accompanied by drums and a wind instrument called
Sarnai.
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: The guests got their dinner or supper at such
banquet. The food usually consisted of rice, meat, and other things.
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Jileeb Nokhom : (cleaning the wells): It was a call reiterated in
the districts by the cleaner of house wells. They were usually two
disabled or blind men who adopted that hard profession instead of
begging or being unemployed.
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Butabailah (by night) : He was the man who awoke the people by
night to have the light meal (sohoor) before daybreak during

Ramadhan. He used to cry loudly in a fine tune: 'There is no god
but God...and Mohammad is the Messenger of God". He was often
accompanied by some of his friends to talk and enjoy his company.
Some People stopped him and presented him some of Ramadhan's
special meals such as Harees, Tashreeb and Mahlbiyah..
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In the Morning: The painting views the ways of the people in the
past at sun rise. You can see the builder, the water carrier, the
crowd at the bakery, the woman-seller of the Bajilla ( horse-beans) who sat

with her pot near the minaret of the mosque.




LA 501 s Ba S| el AL Aullall oyt oLST 8 0pgadll alal ol :ABUaT) Ao

o> US 2 ! Leiomid SIS Aol Duniiea jlanly oV Lle 2863915 cralally (Sl

ez Oslly (el 5as) e e OIS LS Wylis Aal B OLSs Jies Hlaill laag
(Cnssls 3 saladlae)

The Year of Rations: During World War II, the government

assigned in every district shops to sell rice, tea, sugar, flour and
cloth to the people at a low price. The painting shows a shop at
Mubarak arena where the clerk's name was Badir al-Mudeer and
the weighter was Abduljadir Bu Yaseen.
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al-Shattar: In the past some people saved rain-water by
suspending a piece of cloth on the vard of the house. The rain fell
on the cloth where it was channelled into barrels or house
reservoir.
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idah: It was a poem read in the past in schools to
honour the pupil who learned the Qur'an by heart. He, his parents,
his teachers, and other pupils attended the ceremony.
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Shili Gashich ( carry away your possessions), the painting
translates the song that appoeared at that time. Mr Thamir al-Sayar
wrote it, and Mohammad al-Wees sang it.
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Tahani, the daughter of the artist, at the age of four.
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Qirga’an : (Different kinds of nuts and candy) In the nights of Ramadhan
(the month the Muslims fast from dawn till sunset), boys and girls passed
by the houses and sang the special songs of that month and in return they
got the nuts and keep them in sacks.
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_Fireei 1 ! In most districts,

some people set up their seesaws in the week of the lesser Bairam. The.
small boys and small girls ejoy them and sang the songs which
expressed their happiness and enjoyment.
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] ! : It was one of the popular beaches

where the people who lived next to it swam there.
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Our Old House: It was one of the old houses which was orientally
designed. No architect designed it but was haphazardly built. The
painting shows the liwan (yard of the house) and some roofs, the
bagdeer (wind - catcher), and the matress which the people slept on
in summer nights. The painting also shows a room with a low
ceiling with its roof where you see the shibij. At the front the

wooden WC appears, as well as a small seeri (ladder) composed of
three steps.

-
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Al-Nig'aa by Night: in 1973, the government began to reclaim the
coastline next to Beneed al-Qar area to build al-Khaleej street and
the seafront afterwards. The painting represents this view.
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- icnics): What a lovely memory which
reminded the people of going on a picnic to the neighbouring
places on foot to smell the fresh air and enjoy the greenery.
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0 i i : : erd): In the past the
peap!e entrusted their sheep to a shepherd who received them in
the morning and went to the nearby pastures for grazing and
brought them back to their owners in the evening.
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- ] : An interesting game which had its rules. It
depended on meticulous aiming; there should be many small holes
equal to the number of the players ; in the middle there was a
bigger hole called Lomiyah with a small ball made of cloth called
tonbakhiyah.

og —
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Balbool Game: It was widespread and well known among the boys
of Kuwait who played it in their districts. The Balbool was a
cylindrical piece of wood; no more than 10 cm in length; its
diameter was 3 cm; had a sharp edge; moved by a whip as shown
in the painting; revolved according to the power of the whip; the
more it was beaten, the quicker it revolved.

. o
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Qarw a-Masjid(The water closet of the mosque) 2 : It is one of the

important facilities in the mosque where people made ablution and
bathed.
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al-Asr (The late-noon Prayer) : The yard of an old mosque where the

worshippers began to kneel in the shade. At that time there was neither
electricity nor airconditioners.
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I&LMLM > One of the old mosques where the worshippers

listened to the orator who mounted the platform.

II
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] A : It was one of the old minarets
where the Moazin called for prayer. All of them were pulled down
and were substituted by huge, and very high minarets equipped
with microphones.
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It included a number of boys divided into two
groups hidden behind walls; the head stood between the two
groups accompanied by his assistant; both of them holding a
partition made of cloth which separated between the member of

the first group and another member of the second group. Both
directly hid under the partition.

The game has a rule, full of details, and it depends on intelligence
and good guessing.
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A Cinema at Safat 1: The painting views a crowd of young men

who came at night to Safat Square to see films of the WWII which
showed the victory of the allies over the Germans.
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Having Bashtakhta (Gramophone): In the 1930s and 1940s, some
people who were fond of music had or rented a gramophone with
its records. They listened to different songs which were dominant at
that time. They invited their relatives and neighbours to listen 1o
them together. They learned those songs by heart and reiterated
them in their daily life for enjoyment and entertainment.

0 -
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The Second Artistic Exhibition of Kuwait’s Environment
set at the Kuwaiti Teachers® Society on 13 March 1978
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Under the patronage of Mr Sa'doun
Al-Jassim, the former under secretary of
the Minister of Information, the ribbon
was cut to inaugurate the second artistic
exhibition of the Kuwaiti environment
which was displayed at the hall of Kuwaiti

Teachers' Society, on 13/3/1978 p.m.

The photo features the artist daughter,
Tahani, presenting the pair of scissors.
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The Speech of the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Information

MF Snldcnn Mnl'mmmacl al—Jussim

Second Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment
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Paintings of the Second Artistic Exhibition of Kuwait's Environment

I- Farewell Ramadhan

2- The Night of Eclipse

3- Ya Hiyvity Ya Biviti 2

4- Musaqqaf Sabah al-Nasser (Archway) ],
5- Washing Clothes Ashore

fi- The Clinie of Women

7- Al-Dakhtar al-Sharji (The Eastern Clinic) 2.

8- The Divan of al-Sheikh

9- The Svrian Clinic

10- Al-Mogsi Game

11- Game: Khikanna khiko

12- Hibellah wa Hibellah

13- Al-Mihassin (The Barbar)

14- The Arrival of the-Shawi

15- The House of Umm Al-Shaikh

16- Yousef Al-Mussallam s house at Hawalli

17- Hallat {Game)

18- The Aspects of Feast ai-al-Safat in olden days
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19- Al-Nasfo Night ( The night of the half month of Sh'aban) saualIVidl] 5". gt Al W

20- Dazza Nighi ( The Night of the Trousseau)

21- The Seller of Ice in Ramadhan

22- Mubarakiyyah School

23- Clinging to the cars

24- Jais (Game)

23- Roofing the Kuwaiti House

26- The Game of Her Mother and her Father

27- Game Sehaib, Sehaib.

28- The Souk |

29- Al-Nig'a 2.

30- Eastren Yasrah

31- Touh Ramadhan (The Cannon)

32- Dirwazar Abduirazzag

33- The Souk 2

34- The builders' Reyook (Breakfast)

33- Safroog Game 2

36- A Farm: (How to get out water from
the spring at the wide well).
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Farewell Ramadhan: In the past, it was the custom to call one of
the chanters, such as Mohammad al-Doub, to some mosques on the
night of 27 Ramadhan to bid farewell to Ramadhan. They recited
many religious songs, in the presence of men, women, and boys.

They drank coffee and perfumed themselves with incense and rose
wafter.,
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came to an end and the moon appeared. s 35500

OE



- - F
sy Ju) of 4B B gl Gan climiuly olidll 4B (Yedy) o b sl
A Sl 355 pe - zloesnd| Jsaog 1331 e sl (3 Lgisdly (sl ey 13

Sl gl oY Gl g Gl i b il b

Ya Hiyity Ya Biyiti 2:The girls planted some seeds in a scuttle which was

called Hiyah'. When the arrival of the pilgrims approached, they threw it
into the sea calling:

Ort!, quifq . Oh .Biqf-“l‘...
Go on pl'liqrimuq-? for mij father
C-.:o on p.".i:;n'maq:? irnr' mij Hm”.'er. e

-.S'eten limes.
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(=[N ASSE : It was a famous
arckway Ir.s prewous a‘acanan was rm:de the current Grand Mosque. It
was an upper room which connected two opposite houses (as a bridge) and
people could pass under. This Musaqqaf was one of the longest in Kuwait
since, according to my estimate, it was more than 20 meters long.




3 _?j':_'_--_'c;_:._:-l.._- o
Pyl b DL

sl oluas 5293 Gl esldd planiy Bpaaill coLS Lasad sdabad! Jle OLAN Jowd
(gl B Ll oLl Aa) g AU

Washing clothes ashore : In the past, women used the salty sea water

to wash the family clothes because fresh water was rare at home.
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ini W : It was the first government clinic to treat
women. It was a house, the government rented from Ma rafi’s
family, and provided it with doctors and nurses. It played its role
well till the Amiri (government) Hospital was inaugurated,
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Al-Dakhtar al-Sharji (The Eastern Clinic) 2: It was a centre for
free medical treatment similar to a clinic. It had a British doctor
who was sent by his government to treat the people of Kuwait. Its
last location was to the north of Sabah al-Nasser masgaf.
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j ikh: It was the divan of the late Sheikh
Abdullah al-Khalifa al-Sabah and next to it was the northern door
of old Khaza'l husseiniyah.
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The Syrian Clinic: The Kuwaitis gave it that name since It was the

first government clinic with two Syrian doctors whose names were
Yahva al-Hadidi and Salah abu-al-Dahab.
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Al-Mogsi Game: A lovely popular game with a special set of rules
where a wooden cane 10 cm long was used. It was displayed in the
spacious yards, squares, or the rectangular roads. The players
were divided into two groups each tried to defeat the other by
collecting points which were called spirits.

(-3
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: A popular game for small girls who face each
other as shown in the picture and repeat while jumping:

l'ﬁu'iunna ﬁ:tlh{o.r": ......
God inflict on Mabdoh ......

T R = T . __o



Hibellah wa Hibellah: A popular
game for girls which had a special
rule and a distinct melody. The girls
stood in a circle, their chief stood in
the middle, proceeded towards every
girl, held her saying:

Chiet: framf info this q;’r.l"..

Chorus: Hibellah wa Hibellah

Chiel: she gave me a bracelet
Chorus: Hibellah w r Hibellzh

Chief: it was lost in the playground,
Chorus: Hikellah wa Hibellsh

Cﬂiﬁf’: (?'-:r. f::m .-.-!(n:-f.:ci(mq_,- mm'f;w,
Cl!rrwus: hif;eﬂa.lii Wwir ." "‘a’ée.lflraﬁu

C}ii.u-‘(: Fiwﬂlr'l.'v PE.UIIJ me

The girls revolved the circle
repeating ... Hibellah wa Hibellah,
then the same words were repeated
but changing the cadeau, once said
‘bracelet’, other said 'ring' etc.
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Al-Mihassin (The Barber): It is the old barber with his primitive

vet strange fan seen here suspended from the ceiling.
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i: He was the shepherd who returned with

the sheep from the pasture in the evening. People received him at
the gathering place to take back their sheep.
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jkh: It was a famous house in
the area, next to the mosque of Ibn Hamdan (currently the stock
market) where the late Sheikh Abdullah al-Khalifa al-Sabah and his

family dwelt in.
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Yousef Al-Mussallam’s house at Hawalli: During the thirties and

forties Hawalli was a popular and beautiful village frequented by many
people because of its nearness to the capital and its nice atmosphere.
People used to visit it in spring. The painting features some of its houses,
trees, farms, girls and passers-by.
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Hallat Game: It was an interesting game for children. It had a
special rule; beating severely by folded turbans was used within.
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The Aspects of al-Eid ( Feast) at Safat in Olden Days: The
painting shows an aspect of al-Eid which was annually reiterated at
Safat Square near the Public Security Department. The young and
the old crowded the area to enjoy games, seesaw, ardah (fighting)
dance, besides the sellers.
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The Nasfo Night or Soiree Night : It is in the mid of sha’ban (the
sixth lunar month of the Islamic calendar) when boys kept awake till dawn
eating and chatting affer qirqga’an came to an end.

During that night, the girls, in a quiet melody, reiterate the following words:

Naslo, Nasfo ....... May Ged profect their child,

F‘fmﬂ,-, .'Hl':ufn l"‘w’faq_; Gm”epp “u'm l(or- rin's mnﬂ[:w.
Nasfo, Nasfo ....... May catastrophe nof appreach him,
MNasto, Nasfo ....... May he nof perish his mother.

Girls reiterate these words many times till they obtain their share of girga'an.
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ight: It is the bride trousseau which was composed of
clothes and a wallet full of money. The mother of the bride received
the money meanwhile the clothes were exhibited in front of women.
Criticism and commentry were inevitable.
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The Seller of Ice in Ramadhan : In the past people had no refrigerators;

therefore, some sellers bought ice from the ice-factory and sold it in the streets.
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: It is the first school established in Kuwait in
1911. I noticed its beautiful design when I joined it in the academic
yvear 194171942 . Its upper room served as the Educational
Department which administered the educational affairs in Kuwait.
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Clinging to the Cars: It was one of the hobbies of the boys in the

past because cars were rare and they longed to ride them. If it
happened that one clung at the back of the car, the assistant of the
driver whipped him and forced him to leave.
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The Jais Game: A popular game with its special rule where every
one played for his own advantage. The Jais was a piece of iron or

stone equal in size to the palm of the hand.
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Roofing the Kuwaiti House: In the past, bawari (mats), Bascheel

(strata of bamboo)and chandal (mangrove poles) were used to roof houses
and were covered with layers of mud and ashes.
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r . An interesting
popular game practised in the past where palm leaves were used
with a small pulley which the boys played with throwing it for
away. It had a special rule which the boys should observe.
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Sehaib Sehaib Game: It was an interesting funny game where

violence, harshness, and resistance accompanied by guessing and
sense of quickness were used. It was played by night or by day
among the lanes where the players were devided into two equal
teams.
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The Souk (Market) 1 : The painting reveals the interjection of Gharaballi

Souk at the space in which there was a café and the inlet to some other
markets.
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Al-Nig’a 2: It was the one opposite Sabah al-Nasser Musaqqaf. Some

people called it Sabah al-Nasser Nig'a. The building opposite it was
al-Hamad'’s yard for building ships.
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The Eastern Yasrah: It was located at the extreme east of the

coastline where women went there to wash their clothes specially at
al-Qraish Day and on other occasions. The painting reveals a part
of the British Consulate and Kuwaiti houses which extended along
the coast.
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: The People called the
cannon al-Wardah or Toop. It announced the end oj}:r day fasting.
The Moslems break their fast in Ramadhan when they hear it at

sunset. (The painting differs a little from reality because of
technical reason).
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Dirwazat (Gate) Abdulrazzag: The painting shows the Dirwazat

before its venue was planned. It was also called al-Madfa’. In that place,
the so called Souk al-Kuwait (with its car parking) was set up.
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Souk 2 : The Souk of ghee, a part of the money changers’ stalls, the old
advertisement board, and some other souks.
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The Builders Reyooq (Breakfast) : A group of builders who gathered
around the mat for breakfast which was composed of dates, bread, and
milk. The meal was presented by the owner of the house whom they worked
for. After some hours, he offered them lunch which was the custom of the

Kuwaitis in the past. The painting shows some materials and tools used in
building houses.

OE ——
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Safroog Game 2: The boys played it at night. The group was
divided into two ; they hid, and two neutral boys stood between them

Carrying a curtain. This game was already explained at the first exhibition.




s e of G+ canlgll L2l gl (Cpad) (o 2B ) pindinl 4daylo ) 4oy
Lasyut g ol pgandly pullaidllS Lasud 30 pan 2 03p2ng 50 Sgidl

This view was quite common in some villages of Kuwait, such as
Fintas, Jahra' and others.
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The Fourth Stage
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This Stage includes the third and fourth exhibitions
of the Kuwaiti environment.:
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The Third Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment

Set up at Arts Gallery, which is affiliated to the National Council of Culture, Arts and
Letters; Abdullah al-Salem District, 4th December 1985
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Under the patronage of the former Minister
of Information Sheikh Nasser Mohammad
al-Ahmad al-Sabah, the ribbon was cut to
inaugurate the third artistic exhibition of
the Kuwaiti environmeni that was set ai the
gallery of arts which is affiliated to the
National Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters, on the evening of 4th December
1985. The photo shows the painter’s grand

daughter, Wadhha Amjad Ayoub al-Ayvoub

presenting the pair of scissors.
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The Speech of His Excellency
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The Minister of Information
Third Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment
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The Paintings of the Exhibition

I- The Perfumer

2- The Ceiling and the Aperture

3- A Small Kitchen

4- The Well and the Bucket
5- Out of Date Articles

6- The Wicket from QOutside
7- The Wicket from Inside
8- From the Window

yebl Zilagl

yxaal) =\

aiS\g add) — Y
Jﬂ. 'El -T
sgdadlygsld| —t

BaelEiy Chlgs) —0

D s i>e> e b -

I 1) e B> 92 90 0l =Y

oyt e — A

9- The Bashtakhta and its Ghowanatoha:(gramaphone and \&\i\gtq aixily =3

its records)

10- Mubayat (Chest) and Baskets

11- A view from Khiran 3.
12- Matyanah Hawalli

13- Al-Roshnah (niche)

14- The Yard of the House
15- A house from Above
16- A Winter's Night

17- Al-Dahreez (the corridor)
18- A Ghabga (Meal) of Ramadhan

19- A mobile tray

20- The room of the oldman and his wife

21- Before Breakfast

22- Sweets and rahash
23- A furnished Room

24- Machboos Meat

25- Sleeping in the Kobar
26- The Maydan Shops
27- Bait al-Oud Road

28- A Blocked Road

29- Pilgrimage Gifts

30- Nareel (coconuts)

31- The Motor Passes

32- She Delivered a Boy
33- The Booth in the House
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34- The Neighbour of the Mosque dgusiky ke =¥

35- The First Airport at Dasmah (Lasad) J8) jUas Jol =¥0
36- A Farm round the Ghola Waall Jazr icyya =T
37- Inside the Town 3yaadl J>0s — TV
38- The Gate of the Wall samdt ety YA
39- 4 Road to the Sea sl ) iS — ¥
40- Miyas (Calcination Site) (Gad! Jasa) galall — ¢+
41- The Wash line UL | | GO
42- The Water Storage Vessel and Gharsha,] \Vp®3) i yad\g da yad) s yS — £¥
43- Domestic Utensils and Articles Ayl pyled — 8V
44- bagdeer (The wind tower) yaSL\ — 88
45- The Mallalah LN =60
46- Hib al-May (the vat made of pottery) gl s =81
47- A House at Hawalli uJP ® J_._..... -~
48- Derishae al-Kobar (primitive windows) e 3T TN |
49- The Kindairi Saaaisi) — Y
50- The Tower of Mulla Saleh 2 (V) by milio M i3s2 —0:
51- Musaqqaf Al-Razaga | Opy) Bl iy — 0
52- The Moment of Arrival Jawasdl ddad —of
53- Bin Zara’ Road e yy e dSy —oOv
54- Palace of Bayan in Hawalli S8 5B Ol yead — 0
33- The Arch of Yacoub al-Mitawa ' sons 3. (Y)gslal\ a_.ih JL:.:. ks —00
56- Shop al-Fireej 2al) p\Ss — o)
57- The Enraptured yds ely —OV
38- Repairing the Sewing Machine sy t..L.ni —0A
39- Al-Hajji clothes uaJ-'n pasa — 0
60- From Fireej of Gina’'at a_aL;L._-I-'q = e —

61- AI-OUD Baraha (Yard)3 (M) a2y sgatiisly =)
62- The Bride's Trousseau 2. (Y) o yadi By =¥
63- A Road in Hawalli Village o> a3 B IS — ¥
64- Sabah al-Nassir Arch 2 () a2y yuolid) rlisa caiony =t
65- A Road into Ma 'rafi Coastline 2 aa o S A8 -0
66- A Road to the Souk ’ Baudl SIS =T
67- The Old Souk of Watches Load Oileluad) g —W

— —
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r: It is the habit when someone breathes the incense,
he sends blessings on the Messenger -Peace and blessing be upon
him- . It is one of the good habits.
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ili : A familiar view of an old Kuwaiti
room ceiling where the chandal (mangrove poles), the Basjil

(Bambo Strips) and Bowari (mats) are shown; under the ceiling we
notice the aperture which is a narrow opening for ventilation and

for admitting light.
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: The painting shows the choolah (the Kerosene
stove) which the people of Kuwait began to use after deserting the

primitive oven with its smoke and its troubles.
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The Well and the Bucket : In the old houses, the Jileeb or the Qaleeb

(the well) was indispensable. Its water was used for many purposes except
drinking. The bucket was used to get water out.
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: Some essential home articles which are out of
place today are exhibited in this painting such as the jar, the
bucket, the bottle, the zabeel (frail), the funnel, the kerosene pumb
the kashoona (a container made of palm fronds with a cover), the
mulmas (coherent bars of iron), the wooden mirzam (waterspout),
the lantern, the sofra (a table made of reeds), the mallalah (a
hanging container made of palm leaves), the mat, the sweeper, etc.

@ o
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ide: It is one of the typical
Kuwaiti doors which were dominant before the 1950s. Khokha has
several meanings. One of them is a small door within the big one.
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Bukhokha (the wicket door) from inside: It is one of the old doors
which had its specific form which differed from others.

@
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From the Window: Some call it Banjarah which is an old style
window which overlooks a scenery.
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Bash Its Ghuw n ]
Records): It was a box where records were played. Some people

did not care for it, others such as the singers and those who were
fond of music liked it.
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A Mubayat (Chest) and Baskets: In the past, the rich and the
wealthy people used to keep them in their rooms. The baskets were
called rowt basket and were used for keeping the clothes.

o @
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A view from the Khiran 3: Where the pure water of Khor al-Mifattah
appeared.
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i: A land at old Hawalli village. Its mud
was used in building. Digging to obtain mud created shallow
ditches which were filled with rain.
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] ich W ally i : In the
past, the roshina existed in the walls of the Kuwaiti rooms and were
used to keep ornaments and house articles.




Gesllay uue adg. @381l il Hansg Olsalll 4 pgling condl slid say ¢ Ctmad | g

Lo

The Yard of a House: It is a house vard where the liwan (covered

corridor), some rooms, and other facilities appear. It was paved
with baked bricks.
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A house from above : where roofs and ihiva (barriers) appear. Its

origin is Arabic: alhija.
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A Winter's Night: Two persons are seen sleeping in a well closed
room to avoid the cold weather.




al-Dahreez (the corridor) : It is the narrow corridor of the house which

separates it from the road.
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Ghabga (Meal) of Ramadhan : A tray features some dishes which

were usually eaten in Ramadhan such as zalabia, cakes, and dumpling. You
can also see bajilla (horse-beans), Nikhi (chick-peas), sago dish (sweet),
and rice candy.
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: It was a familiar custom in the past where
people exchanged, among them, cooked meals especially in

Ramadhan.
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ife: It was a room with simple
Jurniture where oldness and oldage were emanated.
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Before Breakfast : The materials used to prepare breakfast such as
dowa (mobile stove), the tea ghoori (Kettle), the milk dallah (pot), the tray

and the cups.
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Sweets and Rahash: Those were popular locally-made candy in
the past.
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A _Furnished Room: The painting features two baskets on a

wooden Mibaiyat (chest), the niches surrounded by carpets; the

Matrah (cotton mat), the cushions, and the jawadari (a type of
woven mats) are also seen.
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Machboos Meat: It is one of the famous local dishes which is
composed of meat and rice. People eat it at dinner or supper and

preferred it to other meals. They present such meal to guests during
banquets.
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ing i r (hut): It was a small hut which people built
Jor themselves in the villages which they went to for picnics and
strolling. Living in it was very pleasant especially in spring.
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The Maydan Shops: This is a view of al-Maydan area in al-Sharq
district. Some shops and the mill of Agha Ali are featured.
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Bait al-Oud Road: It was a corridor or blocked road which led to
the inlets of four houses and was called 'blocked road'.
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Blocked Road: It was a blocked road that led to some houses which
were not looking over on the street.
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im ifts: When people went on a pilgrimage, they
came back loaded with presents and gifts for their relatives and
friends such as dates, Najdi slippers, carpets, cloaks, headcords
embroidered with gold threads, beads, necklaces, rings, bottles

filled with Zamzam water, toothbrushes(Miswaj), perfumes, Kohl (eyeliner),
tagiya (head cover), bisht (robe) among others.
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Nareel (coconut): It is the coconut which Kuwaitis bought to make
a famous kind of sweets called "Nareel Sweets',
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The Motor Passes : In the past, driving the car in the districts was
unfamiliar and peculiar. As soon as the boys saw the car, they clung to it,
and felt very happy when it carried them into distant places.
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She Dilivered a_male : The painting features a woman while

geffve'ry. The Manz (cradle) for the child and other things are seen
ere.
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A Booth in the House: In the past, many people made a sunshade

from chandal (mangrove poles), maradi and bowari (mats) where
they sat in its shade in summer.
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The Neighbour of the Mosque: The painting reveals a house next
to one of the old mosques (The mosque was of the Oud or Mutawa
mosque and the house was of the late Khaled Yousuf al-Mutawa).




o Luayd 3 pdlie cugSIl g Calsn @Bl U1 puiiall HUall gay 1 (Aasudd] S2) jllae Joi
osealldyles Bab dandlug LaS . Aaliwdl Jloyg @l il @l il JLazny (uansydl 3319)2)
ol g Gilgn e dalanl gy SOOI auils (1 zgida GiLadll 3o usS dad Jasd 3l

: It was the small airport which was
built behind the wall of Kuwait near al-Brei'asi gate to receive the
planes of the companies and politicians. It is also noticed that
above the gate of the wall, there is a pole clung to it weather vane
to show the direction of the wind.
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A Farm round Ghola: Near al-Brei'asi Gate at Dasmah, there

were some modest farms which bestowed upon that distant place
some joy and pleasure.
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Inside the Town : I drew this view when I imagined I were at a certain
height outside the Wall and could see the City skirts from afar.
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The Gate of the Wall: It is one of the five gates of the wall of
Kuwait. In the past, those gates were the only access that linked the
City with the exterior. :
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A Road to the Sea: It was one of the numerous roads which people
could pass through to the water front.




J35 @ Y cogSl jae 50 dadga Lasad 1S amd! Jead susll oISH gy ¢ ol

(Casliy ramms l 351553) O Lo 33blen 4l

(51 @by Jeaill pudl las e o5 sl 3 sglas LS

Miyas (Calcination site) : It was a place to prepare gypsum. In the

past it was located inside Kuwait’s Wall, then it was moved behind the wall
between Nai’f and al-Brei’asi gates. A part of the wall attached to one of
the towers appears in the painting.
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The Washing Line: The painting features one of the houses which
hung its laundry on the washing line.
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The Stand of the Water Vessel and Gharsha 1 : The painting
exhibits a stand under the stair case, on it there are Borma (medium-sized -

water vessel) and Gharsha. Under the stand, al-Raqqiyah (the watermelon)
and the bowl of milk are kept to cool; an old Kuwaiti custom.
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Domestic Utensils and Articles : Some out of date house articles such

as dish, sweeper, basket made of palm leaves, old lantern, fan, dinning mat
made of palm leaves, baskets, and the coffee pot. Some of those articles are
only used today in some places which keep the old tradition.
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er r) : It was a longitude opening in the ceiling of
a room which permitted air to enter It looks like our present air
conditioner but with a difference.




- . &
Jlizs lady Lpunns po dasys ciladis gyl of &35 oy (A3Me) pandl Losasayy + AT
Misayy gty daladll fpe Viay aliaml oY ST Gany Loy puiags - Olud Y| 3ald plasyls Jusa)
LB g STy Mia . A JIS 548 Lol Ayl go oye

Mallalah (food safe): Some call it hanger. It was composed of
three or four pieces of wood tied together and was hung by means
of ropes at a man's height. It was used to keep food from cats, other
animals and away from the hot atmosphere of the room. It looks
like our today refrigerator but with a difference.
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Hib al-May (the Vat made of pottery): It could keep a large

amount of water to cool and to become pleasant for drinking. It
was the water cooler of the time but with a difference.
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A House at Hawalli: It is the house of the late Abdulgadir Bin

Jassim who only inhabited it in spring for pleasure and enjoyment
as was the custom of the Kuwaitis in the past.

N
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Derishat al-Kobar (primative windows): Those were primitive
windows which helped those who sat on the ground to see all that
they liked.
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The Kindairi: It was an old lantern locally made and was used
before the spread of the imported one.
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: It was one of the towers which
differed in its own design than the other ones built along the wall of
Kuwait.
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- ! > That was an upper room which
connected two opposite houses owned by one family that allows
people to pass freely under it.
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val: The drawing features the articles of one of
the families who left the City and went to its house at Hawalli
village for residence during spring.
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Bin Zara’ Road : That was one of the well-known narrow ways in old
Kuwait. The house of the Artist is located at its end.
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Th ] . That palace was composed of
some buildings built from mud by the late tenth ruler of Kuwait
Sheikh Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah at the Saihad (hill) of Bayan at the
outskirts of Hawalli village (today: Mubarak Hospital).
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-Mi. : Al-Musaqqaf was already

commented on.
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Al-Fireej Shop : (a quarter which had a number of houses next to one
another): In the past, most Kuwaiti districts had one or two shops which
supplied the citizens with their essential daily needs such as rice, flour,
sugar, tea, beans, spices, kerosene, and other things. The painting features
two shops: one is open and the other is closed.
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The Enraptured: The painting reveals a young man who was fond
of enrapture and singing. He went to the Souk (market), rented a
gramophone and records, took them home to enjoy listening to the
records for a certain time and then gave them back.
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iri [ ine: In the past, some housekeepers owned
sewing machines to sew their own clothes as well as their husbands, children
and relatives; others took sewing as an occupation and sew clothes in return
Jor money. When the machine was out of order, the woman carried it on her
head and went to a specialist who excelled in repairing that kind of machines

such as the late Sayed Omar Asim who practised that profession besides
teaching.
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-Hajji The painting reveals a hanger where some

clothes belonging to an elderly man were hung. There was also a
carpet on the wall to protect the clothes, as was the habit in the

past.
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ireej ‘at : The painting features a road where some

houses, built from mud washed with lime, were located on both sides.
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Al-Oud Yard 3: This was one of the open spaces amidst several
houses, which was well known to people in the neighbouring
districts.
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The Bride's Trousseau 2 : A big crowd of women where the carrier of

the bride’s trousseau is at the front as well as the lanterns’ carriers who
were going to the bride’s house according to traditions.
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] 1 Vi : Before the 1950s Hawalli was a
beautiful and quiet village which people visited in spring to enjoy
its clean air and its greenery, and dwell in its simple houses with
their plensat atmosphere.
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- : It was the largest and most

beautiful arches in old Kuwait. It was located near the sea at the
eastren side of the Seif Palace. Its location is now a part of the State

Grand Mosque.
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! ine: It was a road which led to the water

front and was located between Ma'rafi divan and Al-Hamar yard. It
was a famous path to the people who liked to go to the sea. The
current Ministry of Foreign Affairs incorporated it in its premises.
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A Road to the Souk: That road was one of the inlets which led into
the souks of Bin Dou'ej courtyard. Its old location was behind the
Religious Institute Building which was near those souks.
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- It was a short path which led into the

Souk. In that path, there were some shops which sold and repaired
watches and clocks.
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The Fourth Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment.

The Gallery of Kuwaiti Teachers' Society , 1st December 1991
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Under the patronage of the Minister of the
State and the Cabinet Affairs, the Chairman
of the National Council for Culture, Aris
and Letters, Mr Dhari Abdullah al-Othman,
the fourth Exhibition of the Kuwaiti
Environment was inaugurated on Sunday
Ist December 1991 at the gallery of the
Kuwaiti Teachers' Society. The grandson of
the artist, the child Mohammad Hussien
Ayoub al-Ayoub who presented the pair of
scissors, is seen here.
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The Speech of his Excellency
Mr DI‘ICIFi AIDC'U"CII‘I al-UiLmﬂn

the Minister of the State for the Cabinet Affairs
The Chalrman of the Natlonal Councll for Culture, Arts and Letters
Fourth Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment

S tad the froncus, this cvening, lo woam though Uho cxtibilion of tho artist Mo Aigocud
Hasscin. These prainlings ovowholmed mo and mads mo foel I was waming in ol
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The Paintings of the Exhibition

I- Diving Suit wasall suld =)
2- The Game is Over ouladl plls =¥
3- Al-Mutabbah Shops aadall SISy =Y
4- The Road to al-Saddani House oVt oy IS — ¢
5- Amariyah ) asles =0
6- Sheikh Yousuf Bin Issa Divan s (39 aagy i) Bllgas =1
7- Writing School Homework Assignment s yall) Laitn ) dolaS -
8- He Went Out to Sit in the Sun osa-lyl alle = A
9- The Gafood Game so3&)) iad —4
10- The Sheikhs’ Arch and the Yard i ydlg Fowiid) oG g =\t
11- Of the Sheiks’ Fireej o) 72 y® ya =\
12- From Inside the Archway el 3515 e — WY
13- Selling the Locusts >3 —WW
14- Bunashi Cafe’ g Bagd —\i
15- The House Bathroom gl s —\0
16- The Oven of the District Baker 2l B3l 55 =V
17- Cosmetics of Women slucd) Toyd) slga — W
18- Grinding the Sidr | feds = A
19- On the Siri (The Ladder) Syasadl e =W
20- Advertising the government Statements in the past Lg.ﬁ Wgad) el iy =Y
21- The Goldsmiths’ Shops iliall ayd uSISs =Y\
22- Al-Kandiri (The Water Seller) (Lea® ell) pily) gpau) =YY
23- Of the Old Shops dganl) 5SSl g — YV
24- The Hawkers at the quarter myal) Solely =Y
25- The Samsamiyah Woman Seller PR | B P el [
26- May God keep their child,(In the Memory (olas® yall 5S3) pastgplos —T
of the Qirga‘an)
27- Rail-al-Liwan (The Fence) _ Olealil day —W
28- Kasiro Dalla Memories “ads gyl ol ySE —YA
29- Sheikh Mubarak al-Sabah Kiosk hsall sl edd) GLIS =YA
30- The Door of al-Mitawa’ Mosque otall saia Oy =Y
31- Ramadhan Breakfast Oliaay yolad =T
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32- Ramadhan Memories

33- The Hajjivah (Lady’s) Chest

34- Mubarak Baraha (2) (Yard)

35- Bathing in the Mosques in the Past
36- Zahameel District

37- Bin Yebal Yard

38- Qurawiyah Yard

39- Tobaiykh Ditch from Above 2
40- Dabboos Baraha (Yard)

41- Al-Abdulrazzaq Mosque and the Stable

42- Bin Mahmeed Ditch

43- The Money Changer Stalls
44- Al-Abd al-Salam Yard

45- Traitheethat Hills

46- The Room Kabashkan

47- The Minaret Stairs

48- Jahra Street prel950s

49- Sintiwanat al-liwan

50- Bastook al-Tirshi (The pot of pickles)
51- The Tray of the Sweet Seller
52- Carrying Water on Heads
53- They are having a Banquet
54- Kuwaiti Paper- Kites

55- A Small Kuwaiti House

56- The House Drain

57- The Martyr Grave

38- The Martyr Soul

39- Long Live Kuwait

60- Kuwait’s martyrs and POWs
61- Al-Mitawa’ Mosque Liwan
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The Diving Suit: A special dress which the divers put on. It
contains a shirt and a pair of trousers made from black cloth to
protect the diver's body from some sea creatures. The painting
reveals a basket to collect the oysters, an oyster opener, and a nose
clip.
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The Game is Over: It shows the victory a player achieved against
his contender in the famous draughts game.
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: Those are a group of shops, in old times, in
a.’—Mumbbah district, east of the Town
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The Road to al-Saddani House: | gave it that name because the
houses of this family is located in it. It was located in the mid of the
Town
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: It was a parasol made of mats and palm leaves where
sellers sat in its shade in Safat square and other places.
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Sheikh Yousuf Bin Issa Divan : That divan was one of the famous

divans where meetings, religious and academic seminars were held as well
as weddings. It was located in Shaikhs ' district.
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it rk ignment: The pupil wrote his
school homework assignment on his wooden desk in the light of the
lamp.
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He went out to sit in the Sun: The painting features the owner of

the house sitting on a bench in the sun in winter to get warm.
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me: It was one of the children's popular games. In
that game, they used palm leaves after decorating them with the
house waste such as threads, and coloured rags.
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The Sheikhs Arch and the Yard: According to Kuwait’s historians
this Arch was of the late Sheikh Jabir Mubarak al-Sabah, the eighth ruler
of Kuwait, besides it was his private lodging, afterwards, its ownership
was transferred into sheikh Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah and his sons.
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ks’ jreej : In this quarter, we see the
house of the late Sheikh Abdullah al-Ahmad and an old car of one
of the former Emirs.
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From inside the Archway : A part of the archway of Yacoub

al-Mutawa’ sons and the minaret of the old Bin Hamdan mosque.
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: Locusts were sold cooked at Kuwait by the
street hawkers and were tasty. That type of food vanished in the mid
1960s.
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Bunashi Café: That was one of the most famous cafés in Kuwait
and its clients were the emirs and the merchants. Its venue was
opposite to the Souk mosque and Souk al-Manakh.
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The House Bathroom: The household bathed in it with water
obtained from a well. They used ground Sidr (ziziphus
spina-christa) because soap and shampoo were not available at

that time.
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Siri : The owners of some houses in

-

some quarters were female bakers. People carried their dough to
them to bake it in their oven at a low price.
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Cosmetics of Women : A box surrounded by women'’s cosmetics such

as hinna (camphere), wasmah (black tint), Sidr, eyeliner, comb etc.
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Grinding the Sidr: In the past people picked up or bought the Sidr
leaves and ground it by the handmill to use for washing.




oandl dacay 3l mlacs ) (535 il o g aiian $93 el Gpually @ (Graaall e

33 elis g Lnge

iri r): The siri was a strong ladder made of wood
and led to the house roof in stead of building stairs.
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Advertising the Government Statements in the past : In the past,

some government departments nailed their advertisements and statements

to the people on a wall beside the moneychangers’ stalls since newspapers
or radios did not then exist.

— 1@



el Lebiiay raisll o waall gl @l g ey @ Abluall po pd (nSLSs
Al Jawg L_:" dafigag dunally

- It was given that name because there
were several goldsmith and silversmith shops there. It was located
in the middle of the city.
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Al-Kandiri: The Kandiris are good people immigrated to Kuwait.
Some of them brought water and sold it to the people.
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Of the Old Shops : Different kinds of goods which people needed such

as sticks, some powders etc.
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: There were many women hawkers in
the old quarters sitting with their goods at the crossroads or at the
places where people gathered. They sold sibal (peanuts), almond,
bajilla (boiled beans), sweets, and others.
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The Samsamiyah Seller : She was a woman who specialized in

making such sweet and sold it to the quarter's boys and girls.
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(sweets and peanuts given to children in Ramadhan) : Because

the night of Qirqa’an lost its charm, and people forgot its songs, I decided
to draw it in such a way to commemorate it.
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il al-Li idor): The Rail was a
barrier made of wood and iron bars for the balconies, corridors

and roofs.

o = ——



p3 o8 Letislen i€y ol 2 a5l 0 Uiasdl Lonlill ol f Ly 2 4T3 g il S SiLs 85
a3 sl canag iils (a3l

Kasiro Dalla Memories: Since this wonderful occasion is out of

place and the people stopped practising it on the day preeceding
the Feast, I decided to commemorate it here.
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Sheikh Mubarak al-Sabah Kiosk : It was a building located at the
entrance of Souk al-Jatt (clover). Both Sheikh Mubarak and Sheikh
Abdullah al-Jaber used it, then it became a post office, and afterwards a

photographer rented it. It is deserted now, and may be demolished in the
Sfuture.
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The Door of al-Mutawa' Mosque: It was an old wooden door
nearly demolished with its mosque in 1987 and a new mosque

substituted it.
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Ramadhan’s BreakFast : It is a table set which contains soup,

harees (ground wheat), sago, as well as ice thermos and other
things which the fasting person needs when breaking the fast.
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Ramadhan Memories: The painting reveals many things which
remind a person of Ramadhan such as harees, Zalabiyah, ice
thermos, the drums of Butbailah, the minaret of the caller and
reciting the Holy Qur'an.
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The Hajjivah Chest: The drawing shows an iron chest containing
a woman's clothes and her other requirements. Indeed such chest
had a fine incense yet brushes can never draw smells.
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Mubarak Baraha (Yard) 2: The Baraha is a spacious place

surrounded by houses. People sat there spending a happy time chatting and
playing. According to the city elderly, it was given that name after Mub.arak

al-Khalifa, one of Bahrain sheikhs.
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: Most men and youth only
bathed in the mosques' wells since there was something like a tap
which was not available in their houses.
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azZahameel District : It was the quarter of a certain community,

located in the mid- town quarters, and although other people came
to it to live in, it kept its name.
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Ben Yebal Yard : It was a small yard located in the middle of the town,
jammed among a nmber of houses such as the houses of Abdulsamad
al-Turki, al-Ghannam, A 'awaiyrah and others. I think Bin Yebal was of the
earlier inhabitants of that yard and therefore, it was named after him. It is
said that there was a water ditch (reservoir) there.
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Al-Qurawiyah Yard: It was one of the yards which was called after
its village dewellers who had relatives at Kuwait’s littoral villages

such as al-Fintas. They were also called Quraya. The yard was
located downtown.
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Tobai itch (r ir)fr : It was a reservoir which
collected rain water . It was given that name because it was near
Tobaiykh family. The reservoir was located east of al-Abdulrazzag
mosque.
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Al-Dabboos Baraha (Yard): It was a small yard called after
al-Dabboos family because it was next to their houses down town.




3ke it e 430 sl by w1, Gl3ase JY syt 393 Lty 313 Y Iubiadl dovine

iy | f-'l.g' 3 9eadl 3 palall cuiey dmlaw e g&]l oLl tLua faidl jealsalilas olSy
coliaay 8 cpalliall jUas¥ cosnsiol @ AL AL

= : It was built by
al-Abdulrazzaq family and later on was rebuilt on the most modern
style. Opposite to it was the stable of Sheikh Sabah al-Nasser where
the famous siren during the WWII was set on its roof. Later the
siren was used to alarm the people who fast Ramadhan.
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Bin Mahmeed Ditch: It was a reservoir to keep the rainfall. It was

given its name afterthe family of Bin Mahmeed. The ditch was
located near al-Sahhaf mosque downtown.
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Moneychangers Stalls: It was a group of adjoining shops, located

near the current Jatt (clover) Souk. Those shops were pulled down some
years ago.
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Al-Abdulsalam Yard : It was near the house of the Abdulsalam family,
south the city centre near el-Sayeda cemetery and Khalaf the shepherd.
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> It shows the Fagil and Taratheeth. These are
plants(or fungi) the city vendors brought in the past from the
deserts and from around the sand dunes. They are tasty. The slim
taratheeths were called silaiji.
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The House Kabshakan: it is a roof built at the last quarter of the

room where it is reached through a wooden ladder called siri. It is
used to store clothes, mats and cushions etc.
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The Minaret Stairs : An old style minaret of a mosque, which was

reached via muddy stairs.
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saw it in the 1940s.

r - It is Fahid al-Salem Street as |
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Sintiwanat al-Liwan: It was a square or cylindrical pillar used to

raise the roof of houses or mosques, and was built of the known
building material.
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Bastook al-Tirshi (The pot of pickles) : It includes a suspended mat
and opposite it a bastook which is a pottery container the housekeepers
used it to make tirshi or Achar (pickles) which includes some fruit,

tomatoes, apples and wet garlic plus vinegar. That material sprinkled over
the rice when the family sat at the table.
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The Tray of the Sweet Seller: It shows some old sweets such as
karkarieh, anbariya, asabii', ghnnati, dababis, and hot mint.
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Carrying Water on Heads: It represents some verse uttered by the
late poet Fahd Bouresli about the water shortage in Kuwait:
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: The painting reveals a room where a
good number of guests are crowded inside to have dinner.
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ites: They were paper kites designed in a Kuwaiti
style for the children to play with especially during al-Bawarih
wind which highly raised them in the sky. They sometimes clung to
the electric wires which caused disappointment to their owners.
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A Small Kuwaiti House: It embraces two small rooms, a kitchen

and a bathroom overlooking a small court yard.

W
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The House Drain: Every house had a drain to get rid of the

surplus rain water
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The Martyr Grave




dugld! 7o)
The Martyr Soul
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Long Live Kuwait
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Kuwait’s Martyrs and their POWs
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] d It was Abdulaziz Abdullah
At'uMumwwa mosque which he built in 1870.. The Late Ali
Abdulwahab al-Mutawwa' nearly renewed it in 1940. It was pulled
down in 1987.
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It includes the fifth and sixth, Seventh and eighth
exhibitions of the Kuwaiti environment
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The Fifth Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment.

Arts Gallery, National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, on 24th March 1996,
Abdllah al-Salem Suburb.
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Under the patronage of his excellency
Sheikh Jaber al-Abdullah al-Jaber
al-Sabah, the ribbon was cut to
inaugurate the fifth artistic exhibition
of the Kuwaiti environment which was
set up at the arts gallery, which is
affiliated to the National Council for
Culture, Arts and Letters at Abdullah
al-Salem Suburb, in the evening of 24
March 1996. The photo featunes the
grand daughter of the Artist Tibah
Jamal Mubarak al-Asfoor presenting
the pair of scissors.
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The Speech of his Excellency
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Fifth Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment

Ty, .S frawe the honown bo inaugerats the cxhibition of the ardid,
baother tgoul Hasin, in which he documented the frast of Hioevait
His faintings, lherfore, will feth e coming gemeralions lo assimille
actiovement, @ well,

S wih to bother Ayoub Hessein succen, facgress and condinuily
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The Paintings of the Exhibition.

I- Oh Rain! Burst Burst CSa ylaa by oSl =)
2- Post - Rain all aay =¥
3- The Container: the Cradle of the Infant in the Past Lead puiaydl 5oy 3uladl =¥
4- Al-Karouka: aSqyal\ =t
5- The Khalwah (The Hall) of the Mosque szl Bel> =0
6- The Gate of the Wall, was closed by night Mt Jats yeadl by =
7- Ala’ab (girl's game) el et (tan) =V
8- The Merchant Desk in the past (PRCRE [ PR
o e Liorary of the meParment O (o Byl ) Casla 28 -
10- Lighting Articles in the Past Lea® e lia¥l Salgal — Ve
11- Passing through the Wall gate saad) b Ga 3l =Y
12- A Collection of Folk Games e el degaza — W
13- Al-Dereeshah {The Window) lys =W
14- The Radio of the House Sl gaaly M
15- Selling Cooled Water in the Past Lgad 3yl slll auy — V0
16- Habal Tools o catch Birds (traps) setall anal Jud) gl —
17- Khan of Sheikh Abdullah al-Salem — 333\ 8} pIudl alllae 7ol l> =W
in the Dakhli Souk (A=t
18- Kankiyah Ladder L& pls — A
19- The Administration of Water at the Dakhli Souk >3\ Baud| o ¢ Ul1351s) =W
20- One of The Old Dasmah Farms Lead iasastigylia e — Y
21- The Bindairah (One of Boys,game) (Olemal) ladl oa) o yaaid) =Y
22- A Collection of Farrarat (toys) Silslyddcgana =T
23- Jassim , the Postman [\LE"":" 32y t:iﬁ“l daugd) pasl> —IF

24- Sidrat al-Shi’h in 19405 sl 33 "-3" -I—‘v-l-:.h.:'. By —YE
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25-Carrying the Tannak into the sea
26- The Door of Husseniyat Khaza'l
27- The Facade of . al-Mubarakiyvah School
28- From Sharg Firjan (Quarters)
29- Selling Cooked Zababeet (oysters)
30- Shabbat al-gaila (Siesta)

31- Sleeping in the Yard in summer
32- A Road to Dabboos Yard

33- Ravhat Tita'tam

34- Bin Douw'aj Drinking Fountain

35- Lamma ‘'ivat and Ramameen

36- Old School requirements

37- Al- Hajji Radio

38- The Hut and Moon Light
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39- Kamrah Shakkakiyah (the glittering moonlight on the ground) i__:g;‘g__:, o3 =1

40- The Road to Mubarakiyah School
41- In the light of the lantern

42- Chandal Bascheel and Bowari

43- Before the Bride's Move

44- Bed to sleep on the roof in summer
45- Of Our Old Houses

46- Chiakheen

47- The Kobar and Dayrofa

48- Specimen of Old Kuwaiti Furniture
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Oh Rain! Burst! Burst!: In the past, heavy rains such as the two
destructive ones that took place in 1934 and 1954, swept Kuwait
and destroyed many houses.
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Post-Rain: Although rain stopped and clouds dispelled, their
traces were still clear in the dusty roads where muddy swamps were

Jformed.
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. - . ! 45t) : When an infant
was born, h:.i parents did not buy a bed ora fwrurmuf mattress to him or to her
but they brought the house dish (a wide one made of fibre) and furbished it
with old cloth and laid the infant in it for about ten days. Afterwards, they

brought him a Manazz(a cradle made of palm leaves) or a Karouka (a cradle
made of wood like a seesaw).
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al-Karouka : It was a wooden bed for the infant which looked like a
seesaw. The mother pushed it and was swung up (too and fro).
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: It is the place where prayers
are performed in the mosque. The painting shows some windows
for air and sun.
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L Night : Since the Gates of the
Wall were the sole access to inside and outside the City, they were
closed by night for safety and security reasons. The gate was only
opened when one of the Known car owners knocked at it.
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: It was a famous game for girls in the past.
They mimed in it the living conditions of their family inside the
house.
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The Merchant Desk in the Past : Most merchants, in the past, sat on

the ground putting in front of them a small desk which helped them carry
on their clerical work.
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e Liorary of the Department of Education (at al-Dakhli Sot
it was a public library visited by writers and academicians. It was named
“al-Maktabah al-Ahliyah” and was dislocated into several places.
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Lighting Articles in the past: Before installing electricity in the
houses of Kuwait, people used a lamp which burnt oil, fats or
kerosene and continued till the 1950s.
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Passing through the Wall Gate: The gates of the Wall were the
inlets that connected the Capital with its villages. They continued to
be as such till the Wall was pulled down in 1957.
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A Collection of folk games: This is a painting which contains most
game tools which the Kuwait boys made or brought from the
craftsmen.
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- : This is the one which only existed in
the mosques or some divans , but was rare at houses.
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The Radio of the House: In the mid 1940s, some people owned
radios that used dry battery. They took good care of it and put it in
a suitable place.
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water in the Past: Some sellers in the 1940s and
before were famous for selling cooled water to shoppers. They
poured it in small pot.
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Habal Tools to Catch the Birds: Those components include the

most famous tools used in catching birds.
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1 i k : It was a
house with a wide door which was adjacent to the merchants'
shops. I think strangers lodged in it. In the 1930s and the early
1940s it was rented as stores and shops for the Naddadeef (cotton
teaser) and the Qattanah (those who traded in cotton). At its

entrance, there was a huge balance (steelyard).
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The painting features a Kuwaiti house. The
Kankiyah was a low-height room built on top of another one.
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The Administration of Water at the Dakhli Souk: It was an upper
room used by the water company, in the 1930s and the 1940s to
administer its work.
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: In the past, at the outset of the 1950s
and before, the Dasmah District was an empty space. Because of its
fertile land, some people exploited it as farms to earn their living.




(Caaadl pin® 3 00i) crmas Lasud plosall BlS U 2 (Olaald! wlall e) 8 i)
Lal O Ledaliiag e Ledpmd ud mlilin plasl (35 Ledsisty 3 phima (B0uds) Oigleny [g)lee

.3M| d:u_;lu.-j ?A.-.u)." -.:u__,.'.;ﬂ F].E- (:.,.‘.0 {iﬂd.i.;“}
indai : o In the past, boys
admired the Flag hoisted at the Seif Palace. Therefore, everyone
made his own flaglet and hoisted it on his roof by day and lowered
it by night.

The Bindairah is the official Kuwaiti flag with its famous mast.
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A jon rrarat : Those farrarat were made by the
children in past from coloured papers. They inserted them in (Arfaj)
bushes, and went about in the districts to sell them.
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Jassim, The Postman : He was the late Jassim Abdal who was famous

among the people of Kuwait because of his career.
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Sidrat AI-Shi'b in the 1940s: It was a huge Sidr tree with delicious
Sfruit. The boys went to it to enjoy its shade, catch its birds and eat
its jujube.
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: The Tannak was a small
boat made from tins by the boys. After making it, they carried it on
their heads to the sea.
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The Door of Husseniyat Khaza'l : It was a huge door forwarded

by few steps with an inclined cement wall, which we used to slide on
when we were children.
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he F - kivah School: It was a beautiful facade
when compared to our simple houses, with its painted windows and

huge door.
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From Sharq_Firjan : al-Fireeje means the quarter.
Every fireeje had its houses and buildings which made it different
from the other ones. (the picture is copied).
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Selling Cooked Zababeet (Qysters): al-Zababeet were a kind of
oysters people fished in the sea and ate their meat after boiling
them. The hawkers sat at the middle of the road, sold oysters with
palm thorns to help the buyers to get their meat out.
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Shabbat al-Gaila (siesta) : It is the summer siesta. When the sun is

vertical by midday, the weather becomes very hot then.
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Sleeping in the Yard in Summer: When spring came to an end,

people lefi their rooms to sleep in the yards of their houses where the
weather was cool. When it became very hot, they slept on the roofs.
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A Road to Dabboos Yard: It was the way which led from al-Oud
Yard to al-Dabboos one in the middle of Quarter of Kuwait.
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house) : She was the woman who left her house by night accompanied by
her daughter and her lantern and went to the house of one of her
acquaintances for a short period.
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The Drinking Fountain of Bin Dou’aj : They were two large jars
made from pottery (each one called Hib), located at Bin Dou'aje

vard. They were daily filled with fresh water for the passers-by to
drink. It was a charitable endeavour to help the poor.
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T : These were glass objects with
numerous glittering colours which were put on the niches when
preparing the newlyweds room.

I
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Old School Requirements : Those are irrelevant scattered tools and

requirements. I drew them to remind us of the old private schools.
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-Haijji 10 : After the introduction of the radio, people bought it,

covered it with a bag of cloth and placed it on a high shelf to keep
it away from children.
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The Hut and the Moon Light: The painting exhibits the hut and
the environment around it in the moonlight.
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One of the roads of Hawalli village glittering in moonlight. The naming

is local.
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Mubaraki : It was a road which branched
out from the Dakhli Souk and was crowded with the school pupils
at the end of the school day.
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In_the light of the Lantern: The painting features a divan in a

village which had two windows looking over the desert. People met
in it and chat in the light of the lantern.
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m_mﬂ.ﬂ The artist wanred to exhtb:r how the rooms in Kuwait were
roofed in the past.




JUEH (g1 (Jgmil) iz g oall ot o a3 pomual slinZil any t g edd| J1gD S
urall Gags ] peaall gt cra SN S2ans Bole] I3 Gransy Lems3 et (] mgpall

3 : After a week of marriage in the bride's
home, the bride moved into her husband's house. Before that action
took place, some furniture was carried from the bride's house into
the bridegroom's.
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Bed to sleep on at the Roof in Summer : That was the bed which the

basket-maker made. from palm branches and was placed on the roof of the
house because of its light weight.
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: That is a model of a Kuwaiti house which I
saw in the 1930s. The painting exhibits some house requirements.
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Chiakheen (waste of public café) : The chiakhanah was the public

café. In the past, there were a number of public cafés which provided their
customers with all conveniences such as chairs, tea, and gadw
(hubble-bubble). There was also the Bishtakhtah (gramophone) which
played popular songs via records.
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w).: The painting
shows a hut (called kobar) in a yard, and near it a dayrofa (a
seesaw) and some plants.
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iture: in the middle: Youdri (carpet)
made from cords; at the right: Basra mats; at the north: Cholan
mats; from above: Pariyah or manquor (mats woven from pasajil);
and under: Maddah (like carpets made from jute).

I——————— : 0
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His Excellency Sheikh Jaber al-Abdullah al-Jaber-al-Sabah, the
historian Seif Marzouq al-Shamlan and a large gathering looking
at the paintings of the fifth Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti
Environment set up at the Arts Hall on 24th March 1996,
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The Sixth Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment

Set up at the Arts Gallery, which is affiliated to the National Council for Culture, Arts
and Letters on 1st April, 2000,
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Under the patronage of his excellency
Sheikh Jaber al-Abdullah al-Jaber
al-Sabah, the ribbon was cut to
inaugurate the sixth artistic exhibition
of the Kuwaiti environment which was
exhibited at the arts gallery which is
affiliated to the National Council of
Culture, Arts and Letters at Abdullah
al-Salem Suburb, in the evening of the
Ist of April, 2000. The photo features
the granddaughter of the Artist,
Ghalivah Faisal Abdulaziz Al-Musallam
presenting the pair of scissors to cut the
ribbon.
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The Speech Of his Excellency

Sheikh Jaber al-Abdullah al-Jaber al-Sabah

Six Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment

Tiday, S have the honoar lo inauguale Yo cxhibilion of Mo
S ewirh promanent swccess for can brolhor Ayoud Hassein.

7.54sid 2000.
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The Paintings of the Exhibition

I- The Seller of the Basil poaull dasly —)
2- The picnic of the Boys of the Freeje mall s DS Y
3- The Cart of Mahdali ,e-'l-l-p alye =Y
4- The Female Seller of the Raddish asgylldadly — ¢
5- The Hut and the Rainfall slall slagily yuSd) =8
6- Oh Lady! How is the tide? T aalll ol vl =1
7- The Cars of the Bridegrooms outside T3 8 uslall ylga —Y

8- The Yard of Ablution at Mubarakiyah School 3.8 LA\ i yalls s guingd| Gog=> — A
9- The Late Noon Prayer at Mubarakivah School S L) Ayl paall BV —A
10- The Theatre at the Mubarakivah School S LA eyl 7 yiia — Ve

11- The Primary Certificate Examination s yadly i)au¥) 3L S00 gl ol — W)

at Mubarakiyah School in 1947 PIAEY ale GS LAY
12- Childhood House | Oply) Dgalall ey =Y
13- Childhood House 2 (Vpdy) Algalatl iy =YW
14- The Teaser of Mubarak's Yard SIylia i)y ol
15- The Sunshade of the Neighbour's House Olyad Cn Glaye =0

16- A Part of the Souk of the Gramophones(2) (Y2 y) ST LN Sowns (o il =N

17- The Moon had a Guest adiis sadie yaaldl —W
18- The Washing Water Tank Gl e =W
19- The Bedouin House in Hawalli P9 g el e W
20- Cinema at Sfatat 2 (Vp2,) slasall o2 badpw =¥




21- The Moon at the Hazrah Yard oylad) Sig> B yadl) —Y)

22- The Ice Thermos (Um Nisr) (ysls r'ﬁ ] _;i.h.. -5
23- The Selling of Namlait at Firijan Ol yally Sl an —IY

24- Cooling off al-Rigiyah (Watermelon) in the Well ~ 13\ e “:.3 .::” sy —TE

25- The Gate of the Wall and the Light Reflection 3ol pulSally yeud) by — Y0
26- The Awazim Road pilealliSw -1
27- A Door at Hawalli t,gJth"*—""! =N

28- The Jetty of The British Consulate at Sharqg &b/ d\a yd) dliaial) ALl =YA

29- The Gramophone Souk by Night 3 Wl (Fpdy) colini S Gaws =
30- The Water Stand U (g yS =Y
31- The Sewing Machine Stand SIS LA
32- The Woman at her Kitchen in the Past Lead Leindas a3l 0 =YY
33- A Road to Mubarak's Yard & yls dl 3o ) A5 —FY
34- A Road in My Memory 58I s T
35- The Passing of the Palm Branches Carrier aand) )y y90a —TO
36- A Meeting at the Coast Jorlud) Jde el -7
37- The Post Office in the 1930s LSO B aaydl S WY
38- Sultan Shop at Shark Byt /gldalis o\Ss =TA
39- Washing the Dining mat oyl Juuz =T
40- Houses at the Seif et e Siguy L0
41-The Toilet of Hamdan's Mosque Olha> Soviia 9y — £




dasolall ks gyl30 B allay Jans pae gadl slaad s slicl Load @ pg-e-ddl dadh
(g oy el Ll dingd asedidl @ld Lo gsmm Ju Jo

{r}n-ful‘lg - .a._,.;..nfialﬂ._;)

il: In the past, some bedouin women, whose
husbands worked in the farms out of the City were accustomed to
carrying a basket containing basil to sell it to the people. They

called:
O;!I .Basil". - O.Ir Bm:’f
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-Fireeje : My friends, in the district
and I went out into the desert on foot, carrying with us our small
tent which we sewed from jute, in addition to tea making
requirements and wood to make fire. We camped at Dasmah and
might reach Nograh where we met the shepherd there.
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i: A person named Mahdali, appeared in the
1940s and sold ice cream in  his cart which he pushed by hand.

He persuaded the children, who were attracted to him, to buy his
ice cream.
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The Female Seller he Raddish: There were some Bedouin
women who carried a scuttle full of some vegetables such as leek,
raddish and other vegetables whose husbands cultivated in the
farms to sell them to the city dwellers in Kuwait.
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The Hut and the Rainfall: The painting exhibits a house in a
village which included some Kupar (huts) during rain fall.

N
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Oh Lady! How is the Tide? It was an inevitable question submitted
by the woman who was going to the sea to the one who was coming
back. She wanted to know how the siggi and the thabir (tide, ebb
and flow) were to wash her family clothes.
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Bri m ide: In the past, if the bride
lived in one of the villages like Hawalli, her bridegroom who was
living in the Capital prepared for his guests and himself some cars
to wed him to his bride’s house by night. In the past, when you see
some cars running together, It was a strange sight which attracted
attention.
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The Yard of Ablution at Mubarakiyah School : It was a small yard

with a well and a rectangular sink with a number of tabs called Garw. The

school pupils performed their ablutions for the late-noon(Al-Asir) congregation
prayer (Al-Asir in the school yard.
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The Late noon Prayer at Mubarakiyah School: In the past, the

late-noon congregation prayer (Al-Asir) took place daily in the school yard
between the sixth and fifth periods except on Monday, Thursday and Friday.
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T ] > In the 1930s and the
1940s, theatre flourished in that school. The plays were acted on
tentative stages where the Sheikhs and dignitaries were invited to
get an idea about one of the school activities.
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M By the end of the academm year, the schaaf administration
was accustomed to preparing the school yard to the primary
certificate exam. It covered the yard with trabeel (a cover made of
heavy cloth) to give shade besides providing the chairs needed.
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Childhood House(1):It shows the lodging which I lived in during
my early childhood.
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Childhood House(2):Another part of our old lodging.
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The Teaser of Mubarak’s Yard: The painting features one of the
shops which was affiliated to Mubarak’s mosque. It was one of the
endowment of the mosque which was rented by the teaser Abdullah
to serve the people of the district. Beside him, the beans seller is

SFeen.
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g : The painting exhibits
the yard of the neighbour’s house where an open to air sunshade
was set up to provide shade during the noon siesta.
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A part of the Souk of the Gramophones 2: It was a souk which

came into being in the 1940s and the early 1950s, where the gramophones
and the records were sold and rented.
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The Moon Had a Guest: When the moon was surrounded by a

circular foggy corona, it was said that the moon had a guest, i.e. a
banguet for its guesis.
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The painting features a yard of a
house with a water tank and a washing basin, near it a piece of
soap, and a towel. It was a familiar sight in old Kuwaiti houses.
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] 1 . It was a house which included a
number of huts (Ikbarah). The family planted some vegetables near
the well.




egs LS Latucdl ol s 8 eliinsy ¥l Caiatie 3 ¢ (Yedy) slaual! 8 Leiw
LS Ll iyl (8 slalad jluatil e Ladlal aalia) M Lead] Sty

Cinema at Safat 2: In the mid 1940s, when we heard about this
cinema, we ran to Safat (at night) to watch the films which
introduced the victories of the allies in WWII.
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The Moon at the Hazrah (fish-trap)Yard: It was a familiar view
seen by all those who patiently waited for it.
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he 1 isr): Many families in Kuwait owned it
before the introduction of electricity and refrigerators, to keep ice
cubes for a longer time.
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The Selling of Namlait at Firijan : It was a famous carbonated
coloured drink in the 1930s and 1940s. Its plant was at a café in the souk.

The sellers brought it to their shops in the districts to easily circulate it.
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1 -Rigi water 1 : In the past,
people of Kuwait were accustomed to suspending the watermelon

(after buying it) in the well to cool it off.
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R jon: The painting
exhibits one of the wall gates while a truck was passing through it
by night where its lights reflected in the swamps left by the rain.
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Al-Awazim Road: It was a well known road branching from
al-Faraj road (currently at al-Ahli Bank of Kuwait in Mubarak

al-Kabeer avenue).




A Door at Hawalli: It is a door whose image still lingers on in my
mind which I used to pass by several times.
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: It was known in the
1940s where many people went to it for relaxation and Hadaq

(fishing).
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ight(3):1t was a record player works
by a spring which was manually wound up.
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The Water Stand: It was the carrier of the gharsha and borma (medium

seized-vessel) which cooled water in the past.
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: This sight is common in the houses of
housekeepers who sewed the clothes.
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The Woman at her Kitchen in the past: A woman served the family

and made all the housework such as cooking, grinding, baking, washing,
sweeping etc.
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i It was to some extent, a wide road

which I daily walked.
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A Road in My Memory: The painting exhibits some roads which

still linger in my memory.
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1 d jer: It was a man who
carried bundles of palm branches on his back, and transported
them to their owners in return for money. Palm branches were
considered one of the best cheapest firewood in the past.
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A Meeting at the Coast : Some women who came to the waterfront to

wash their family clothes, and were acquainted with each other there.

—— o



O3S VAT ale (uaSis llas sl il opaland w3y + LA LB W ydl LiSe
| Loy igday L2 Jua il slae] fpe (Laaadll cagsdl) ulﬁ?l el LS oyl L€,

Iﬂe_ﬂaﬂ_{%ﬂkgﬂg_wiﬂi: It was rented by the British political
agent Dickson in 1929 to be a post office as mentioned in "Old
Kuwait: Memories in Photographs" prepared by my associate Dr
Yacoub Y. al-Hijji.
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: That was one of the small modest shops
which provided the people of the district with their needs.
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Washing the Dining mat: As the women used sea water to wash

the family clothes, they also took the dining mat to the sea to clean
it of the smells, stains and impurities which clung to it.
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Houses at the Seif: It was one of the familiar sights in the past.
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Toilet H ue: It was the place, in the past,
where the Muslims performed their ablution. In the right corner the
bathing location is seen.
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The Seventh Artistic Exhibtion of Kuwaiti Environment

Set up at the Arts Gallery, an affiliation of the National Council for Culture, Arts, and Letters
on 27th March 2004.
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Under the patronage of his excellency Sheikh
Jaber al-Abdullah al-Jaber al-Sabah, the ribbon
wias cut fo inaugurate the Seventh artisic exhibition
of the kuwaiti environment exhibited at the arts
gallery affiliated to the National Council of Culture,
Arts and letters at Abdullah al-Salem Suburb, on
Saturday evening, 27 March, 2004. The phoio
features child Faisal Ghazi Mohammad al_Jassim,
the artist grandson, presenting a pair of scissors to
cut the ribbon.
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The Speech of his Excellency

Sheikh Jal)er al-Abdullah al-]almr al-Sabah

Seventh Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment

(65 2 pleaswie U inanguiale talny, Ve exhididion of the artist Avouk

/WA@MWMW healths and mote futiie eahile-

Jaber al-Abdullah

°
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The Paintings of the Exhibition

I-Dashes of the Kanderi.

2- A Divan on the Roof.

3- A House in My Memory I.

4- A House in My Memory I1.

5- Mutabbag Zibayidi.

6- A Dialogue at (Bou Toilet) Door.

7- The Eastern Clinic 11.

8- Tourbash Lu Mash Game (boys).

9- Tourbash Lu Mash Game (girls).

10-A'oa’o Starfish (One of the Boys' Games)

11- Al-Barrouwi Game (for Girls).

12- Sahi..(awake) -The Call of Souk's
Guards in the Past.

13- Al-Sharroukah Game ( for Girls).

14- Hawalli Appeared.

15- Al-Khabsah Game (for Girls).

16- Of Al-lagsah Rounds.

17- Al-Summaimokeh Game.

18- Of Our Old Mosques.

19- Praying for the Sick at the Mosque's
Door.

20- Milk Seller.

21- Al-Ras Lighthouse at Night.

22- Checking up watch at sunset at the coast.

23- Al-Haylah Game Stages.

24- Rek (basket) of Grapes.

25- Boys Shitana (mischievous).
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26- Buying Kabat for Wedding.

27- Bringing of Divan's Door.

28- Sunshade at the Roof.

29- House parapet.

30- The House Patron has come.

31- They have a room.

32- Al-Furdhah in the 1940s.

33- A Corner of the Old Mubarakiyah School.
34- Towair Al-Hindi (A popular game).
35- Jute: Rain Protection in the Past.
36- Al-Taggagat ( for Charity).

37- Al-A'ydo of Al-Taggagat.

38 Al-Fraisah (diminutive of mare) of Al-Taggagat.
39- Selling Spun Sugar.

40- Selling Qirga'an on Mats.

41- Pray the cow prayers ( a game).

42- An Old School boy’s chest.

43- Qirga'an Night.

44- Kashtah (Picnic) at Dimnah Dam.
45- The Night of Buying the Radio 1949.
46-Nuwaiseeb Lights.
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[ : The painting exhibits the water
carrier and seller who was called the Kanderi . He adds a new
dash to the old ones to count the trips he made to the house to
deliver water on credit.
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A divan (diwaniyyah) on the roof: Because of the hot weather in
summer, some of the owners of the divans received their guests and
friends on the roof which was equipped for that purpose. They
spent an interesting time together: chatting and listening to the
radio which broadcast WWII news.
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A House in my memory I: It was one of the houses of my family
which I daily visited. A part of its area was allotted to be a divan
and lodging for the owner of the house.
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] : It was another part of my family's
house. The painting features two furnished beds for sleeping in the
open air in summer.
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idi: The painting shows palm leaves mat with a
supper plate in the middle containing rice, Zibayidi fish, appetizers
and laban. It is a famous Kuwaiti meal.
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A _dialogue at Home Threshold (Bou Toilet): The painting
discloses the housekeeper and the water seller conversing about the
number of the turns and the money requested. His shape appeared on the
wall of the house. Bou Toilet is the name of the door which has a different

design than the other ones. It was imported from India. It also means a type
of haircut.
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The Eastern Clinic 2: Some men and women accompanied their

children to the clinic of a British physician who treated them free in
1940s. He worked at many places in the eastern districts of Kuwait;
the last one was next to the arch of the late Sheikh Sabah

al-Nasser.
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Tourbash Lu Mash game (boys): It was an interesting game
practised in the past by the boys when they found a kind of clay named ‘teen
salbi’. The game had its own system which needs an elaborate explanation.
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Tourbash Lu Mash game (girls) : As well as the boys, the girls

played the game in the same way as the boys when they found the teen salbi
silt.
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Sahi ..(awake) The Call of Souks'Guards in the Past : It was a cry
uttered by the Kuwaiti souk guards, echoed everywhere at the souks by
night, and was carried by wind to people within their houses. The painting
reveals “al-Jaroukh”: the guards’ supervisor while inspecting his men at
night using his lantern.
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Al-Barrouwi: an old girls’ game where every one brought some sea
shells and rubbish, sat together, classified and arranged them by the help

of dust, sticks and others. That game was similar to the one of “Al3ab”
already mentioned.
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3030 Starfish (one of the boys’ games): Afier the pearling season
had come to an end. the divers returned home carrying with them a number
of starfish as presents to their children, and their neighbours’ who sewed
saddlebags, filled them with dust or pebbles, mount them on the starfish
and dragged them by ropes pretending they were donkey-owners.

@
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Al-Sharroukah (Participation): An old girls* game where everyone
brought some food such as bread, dates, fruit or others. They gathered
around each other, displayed the food each one had brought, selected and
ate what they liked, and enjoyed a happy time talking and eating.
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The Road to Hawalli: In the forties and the early fifties, the road to

Hawalli village was covered with grass, and swamps especially after

rainfall. People left their houses and went on foot to visit their relatives
who spent spring there.
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I- Each girl sharing in that game brings with her materials such as beads, bits
of glasses, al-Shigeeg, or Soubambo (Kinds of sea shells) or Al-Marri ..etc.
2- The girls accumulate those materials in the playground.
3- They pile a heap of dust, moisten it with water and sit in front of it.
4- One of the girls has to insert one of the materials they brought in that
moistened heap.
5- That same girl divides that moistened heap into small ones according to
the number of the girls participating in the game.
6- Each girl searches her small heap, and the lucky one who finds the
material in hers wins the game and takes all the materials the other
girls have accumulated.

There is another ways to play al-Khabsah but there is no room to mention

@i ! here.
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Of Al-lagsah Rounds: It is an interesting game ofien played by girls and

sometimes by boys. It uses five pebbles in many rounds. It has interesting
popular names and dillevent ways of playing it which need long explanations.
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Al-Summaimokeh Game: A quiet game usually used as a lot to get rid of the

victorious or the loser or sometimes for profit. The player hides a coin, a bead,
or a pebble and the like in one of the hands and another boy tries to find it.
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Of Qur Old Mosques: Kuwait's old mosques were built of mud, bricks, or

stone. The mosque was composed of a yard: at its western part there was a hall
for the worshippers called al-Khilwah followed by alliwan, at the other side there
was a roofed part for ablution and at another side there was a staircase leading
to a modest minaret from which the call for prayer is auuounced.

_— 9
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] : Here a woman is standing at a

mosque threshold carrying a small bowl filled with water or ghee and presents it to

the leavers to recite some verses of Qur'an or curative prayers. When the sick person
drinks its contents, he recoveres by God's will.

Qi
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Milk Seller: Years ago, some women, who raised cows or sheep at home, were

accustomed to sitting at souks or at cross roads and the like to sell their milk
by-products to passers-by who sat around them and drank in return for low prices.
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Hatubah Al-Ras (Lighthouse) at Night: It is a lighthouse 1o guide ships at

night. It is thought that it was established at the reign of Sheikh Mubarak al-Sabah at
Ras al-Ardh (Salmiya) area. It was built from sea rocks and cement surmounted by a
lamp seen by Kuwaitis from afar, since lamps were missing in the past. It got its name
(Htubah) because -1 think- it was constructed of wood before building it.
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Checking up watch at sunset at the coast: In the past till 1950s , Kuwaitis

used Arab mean time. At sunset they hurried out of door to places such as the
seashore to watch the sunset and to check up their watches at 12. p.m.
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Al-Haylah Game Stages: It is a game played by girls and sometimes by boys.

They drew squares on the ground, threw on them a piece of pottery called
‘al-rabbazah’. It has many stages and different names.
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Rek (basket) of Grapes: It is an overturned pyramidal basket made of palm

leaves, brought from some neighbouring countries, filled with various kinds of
[fruit especially grapes and the like, then sold at souks or at pavements.
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Boys’ Shitanah (mischievous): The painting shows a carrier walking slowly

among streets, overburdened with a basket of grapes, while a mischievous boy
troubled him by picking some grapes.
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Buying Kabat for Wedding: Nearly at the outset of 1950s, some carpenters
made furniture such as wardrobes, couches, and the like. Since wagonettes were
missing, carriers lifted them for long distance to people's houses.
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Bringing of Divan's Door: A porter overburdened with a heavy wooden door

which he carried for a long distance, the door was bought by somebody for his
divan.
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Sunshade at the Roof : In the past before electricity was installed at houses in

Kuwait, people set up a sunshade at their house yard in summer. Some set up
their sunshade at the roof to have a siesta with their family there.
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House Parapet: It is the barrier built around the roof of the house in the past
and in the present to protect the house hold from falling down and to prevent
intruders.
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The House Patron has come: The picture illustrates one of the big houses

while its patron is entering through its special gate. The house has many blue
windows rarely available at others.
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They have a room: In the past the Kuwaiti conception of a room was the one
that was built over the roof of the house. Meanwhile, the other rooms built at the

house yard were called ‘door'. Therefore, a few people had a room in their

houses.
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Al-Furdhah in the 1940s: In Kuwait al-furdah was a venue at the seashore

where ships anchored, swarmed with goods and movables brought by ships from
neighbouring countries. Some goods were immediately sold, others were transported
to the local souks.
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rner of t iyah School: At one of the four corners of old

Mubarakivah school many places could be seen: rooms of teachers and workers; the
upper one (in the 1940s) was a class for the blind whose teacher was the late-Mulla
Abdulhaiy, and at the staircase leading to the roof there was the room of the
Administration of Education whose chairman was the late Sheikh Abdullah al-Jaber
al-Sabah.
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Towair Al-Hindi (A _popular game): A game playved by the boys at their
districts in the past. It is an interesting game depending on intelligence,
sagacity and guessing, with many roles, which need a rather discursive account.
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Jute: Rain Protection in the Past: In the past when it rained, most boys

wander the streets playing in gutter and rainfall while covering their heads
with jute for fear of moistening.
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Al-Taggagat (for Charity): It's a band of women who beat tambourine (named
al-galla'ah) to celebrate occasions. Every year during the lunar month of Sha'ban,
they went out by day, beating their tambourines roaming rich people's houses

singing: "Your charity ... Generosity never forgotten", hence they received some
money.
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Al-A’ Al-Taggagat: Every year during the lunar month of Thoo-ul-Hijjah
al-Taggagat band toured the rich houses by night without tambourines, singing and

applauding: “Oh!Yal-Aydo Oh! Yal-Aydo  To your house, Abu so and so  Your house is
the best”

They left after getting money and praying for the household.
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Al-Fraisah (diminutive of mare) of Al-Taggagat: Al-Fraisah is a popular

game of distinctive demonstration plaved by al-Taggagat women band on
occasions. A dummy similar to a horse covered with embellished cloth inlaid

with some jewellery worn by one of the women who disguised in male dress
accompanied by tambourines and drums tunes.
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Selling Spun Sugar: A kind of sweet looks like slim coloured hair tied to a

long rod of wood dangled from the shop's ceiling till touching a tray and ready
for buyers.
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Selling Qirga'an on Mats: In the past girqa'an sellers spread out mats in front of

their shops, heaping walnuts and candy on the occasion of girga'an which people

only celebrate twice a year: once in the mid of Sha'ban (the sixth lunar month of the

Islamic calendar) which was called (nasfo night), the other in the mid of Ramadhan
which was called (girga'an).
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Sallo Salat al-Bajar (a game): It is a quiet game free from violence, played by

samall boys at the wide yards or among roads on two stages: first standing, then
prostrating. It needs long explanation which I introduced in my book containing

popular games entitled ‘With Children in the Past’.
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An old School boy’s chest: In the past, pupils went to their p.r.ivare schools

accompanied by wooden boxes called Sahaheer (the singular is Saharat) where

they permanently leave them at school. They stored in them their requirements

and stationary such as pencils, inkpots, The Holy Qur’an etc and locked them
after the school day came to an end.
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Qirga’an Night: The painting here shows some boys and girls going from door to
door on the fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth nights of Ramadhan (The Nights of
Qirga’an where it’s full moon to obtain some walnuts). It is an old custom still
practised.
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Picnic at Dimnah Dam: On 15 March 1950, during mid-year holiday, my
[friends and I went on a trip by car into Dimnah village where we pitched our

tent near its then famous dam called Dimnah Dam. It was a trip full of joy and
delight.
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The Night of Buying the Radio, 1949: By the end of 1949 when I was appointed

a teacher, my father informed me that his friend-old Bu Mohammad offered to sell him
his radio for 250 rupees. Therefore, we went by night to his divan which was crowded
with old people to purchase the radio. No sooner had Bu Mohammad started explaining
how the radio worked than all the crowed swarmed around the radio in such a way that
I neither saw the radio nor absorbed Bu Mohammad explanation. At last, we handed
him the radio price, carried the radio with its heavy battery, walked for a long distance
and arrived home tired and exhausted.




Nuwaiseeb Lights:

No Commentary.
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The Eighth Artistic Exhibtion of Kuwaiti Environment

Set up at the Arts Gallery, an affiliation of the National Council for Culture,
Arts, and Letters at Abdullah al - Salem Suburb on 18 th March 2008.
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Under the patronage of his excellency Sheikh
Jaber al-Abdullah al-Jaber al-Sabah, the
ribbon was cut to inaugurate the eighth
artisic exhibition of the kuwaiti environment
exhibited at the arts gallery affiliated to the
National Council of Culture, Arts and letters
at Abdullah al-Salem Suburb, on saturday
evening of the 27/3/2004. The photo features
grand daughre Mariam The artist, grandson,
presenting the pair of scissors to cut the
ribbon.
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The Seeech of his Excellency

Sheikh ]al:er al-Abdullah al-]almr al-Sabah

Eighth Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti Environment
ik hi gool heslome. and swccess tH Do gt cxdedimom.

Jaber al-Abdullah
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The Paintings of the Exhibition

I- The Baker at the Sweets Market

2- Zalabiyah (pancake) and Cakes with
Tea and Milk

3- Failaka Appeared

4- Tawoh Jay (immediately arriving)
from Failaka

5- Failaka's Carrots

6- Imehaibis Game

7- Al-Katweel (wind vane)

8- They have party

9- When Water is Rare

10- Sleeping in Mosques at Noon

11- Drain’s murmuring at Night

12- Selling Green Khalal (unripe dates)

13- An Upper Bridge between Two
Houses.

14- A Day to Visit Her Family.

15- Niche of Mubarak’s Mosque

16- Retail of “Arfag

17- Our House Sikat (Road)

18- The Ship Seryidan (kitchen)

19- Buying “Arfag

20- Migbil’s Shop

21- Syrian Clinic Road

22- A Scenery from al-Ras Village in
Mid 1950s

23-Inaugurating the Boom from
al-Hamad Building
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24- Drabeeh (hoop/ring) Race .
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game)

26- Decorated Jafood (pop game).

27- Revising lessons Sitting on a Bench
at Sharqg.

28- Wadhha small Hill.

29- Tihala home.

30- Scenery from Eastern Kuwait.

31- Mataqi Shop .

32- Zooli (ship’s bathroom) .

33- The Kitchen of the House.

34- Athal (tamarisk) al-Musallam in

Hawalli.

35- Arrived Home or not yet.

36- Musallam Mosque in Hawalli .

37- Ebriyah (taxi) Motor (car) .

38- To Hawalli.

39- Why Stealing the Lemon,Why
Breaking my Toes (children game).

40- The Billy Goat Mooing (children game).

41- Tak Wa Itmor (Jump) Game.

42- Beans Seller.

43- Having Wheel with Rhythm .

44- A Picnic in the Eastern Four Sider

45- Al-Yadidah (the new): a Place in Hawalli

46- A Tent in the Moonlight.

47- Wool Road.

48- The House old Bathroom.

49- Al - mutbakhani or al - Kanoon. .

25- Gary (wheel) with Four Legs (pop .
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The Baker at the Sweets Market:

This Baker’s standing was at the sweets entry souk next to greenery souk in the
past. He had two open bakeries to practice his work.
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Zalabiyah (pancake) and Cakes with Tea and Milk:

It was boys’ call in the past while hawking their zalabiyah and cakes in their
areas in Ramadhan nights for entertainment and profit.
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Failaka Appeared:
The painting reveals a wooden ship at sea carrying passengers accompanying
their luggage steering into Failaka Island. It was the habit of some passengers

when caught sight of Failaka from afar to draw others attention (Failaka
appeared). Sometimes children chant it.
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Tawoh Jay (immediately arriving) from Failaka:

A wooden ship carrying passengers with their luggage sailing from Failaka landed at
its wharf in Kuwait’s harbour. The title of this painting is a song known by all
Kuwaitis. They composed and repeated it accompanied by clapping their hands
saying: immediately arriving from Failaka .... Make him bread and pies; some say
biscuits and pies: I think the first saying is correct.
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Failaka’s Carrots

In the bygone time carrot was brought from Failaka. It was violate in colour,
tasty, sold in souks ; some sold it at residential areas’ road pavements.
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Imehaibis Game

It is a famous popular game in Kuwait and in some neighbouring countries. It is
played by both young and old, has rules, repetitions and shouts. I already
described it in my previous book: “Kuwaiti Popular Games”.
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Al-Katweel (wind vane)

The painting shows an illustration of al-katweel which indicates wind direction on
roofs and on some ships. Mariners call it Ghammazi. It is well known in the Gulf states.
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They have party

An old house fulfilling its vow or wedding, opening their house for all to
come and freely enjoy the orchestra; even women watching from other

neighbouring roofs.




oyl 095 lakic
1) cpo olll 36 L) oy . 55 o ol i Lol sbeald BN il ms Led (6
u':u..ﬂjl- M!Eﬁléufﬂut&.jmdjﬁih up_,j_,ilt_;lsr.lllﬁﬁbi_,&.mrj(ﬁﬁtﬂb
When Water is Rare:

The painting reveals some ships which carry water anchored at sea shore waiting
tide. They sell coolies and water carriers water before pouring it into the basin.
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Sleeping in Mosques at Noon:

In the previous days some Kuwaitis were accustomed to sleeping at mosques at
noon because of rest they might miss at their homes. They found shade and air
there before electricity introduced into Kuwait.
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Drain’s murmuring at Night:
In the past, although Kuwait exposed to heavy rains at night, people did not refrain from

mHELImg their water in barrels called beebs (singular beeb). They were utensils made
from iron called Chinko. The water flows from the roofs through drains made of wood.
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Selling Green Khalal (unripe dates):

Long ago at summer months, some boys displayed their goods at public roads

for entertainment, profit and spending their leisure time. The painting indicates
a boy heaping his unripe dates for sale.
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An Upper Bridge between Two Houses :

Many years ago, some rare houses built upper wooden bridge between them
and the opposite house to visit each other without going out.
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A Day to Visit Her Family:

It was a tradition among Kuwaitis to privatize a day per week for a newly

married lady to visit her family accompanied by her husband who carried with
her their children and requirement.
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Niche of Mubarak’s Mosque:

The painting exhibits the niche of Mubarak's mosque situated at Mubarak’s
vard. Both were demolished and their land incorporated into the grand mosque.
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Retail of "Arfag:

Near to my housing area, a man named Ahmad al-Shamali turned his house
path into a shop selling a number of materials, among them he heaped arfag
weeds which people bought for fuel
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Our House Sikat (Road):

It was called Sikatr bin Zara’ or al-Wir'a Road. It was a narrow road where
some houses were seen on both sides.
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The Ship Seryidan (kitchen):

Sailors of any ship can not do without cooking their meals either while sailing
or while anchoring at some harbours The painting exhibits a serayidan , i.e the
kitchen which looks like a box which the cook used to prepare meals.
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Buying "Arfag:

The painting demonstrates a woman walking in a narrow way carrying in both

hands “arfag plant to use as a fuel for cooking.
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Migbil’s Shop:

It was a small shop of a man named Migbil locating in an area near
al-Mubarakiyya school, where I as well as many pupils daily passed by to and
Jro during the 1940s.
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Syrian Clinic Road:
It was a coastal road which we passed by when we wanted to swim at Seif Ma'rafi. The

painting shows the buildings of the Syrian clinic, al-Khalifa mosque, the Jafariyah
school windows and others.
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A Scenery from al-Ras Village in Mid 1950s:

A piece of land enclosed with a muddy wall having a ditch filled with rain
water. I myself witnessed that scene in 1956.
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Inaugurating the Boom from al-Hamad Building:

A view I had witnessed at the mid 1940s where I was standing with others near
al-Hamad building in which the boom was built.
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Drabeeh (hoop/ring) Race:
An old popular game boys used to play either alone or through race. Boys
enjoyed playing it after rain fall where swamps were spread.
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Gary (wheel) with Four Legs:

Gary was boys’ superior popular game. Blacksmith sons made it from iron rings
thrown by textiles merchants and others in local souks. Sometimes boys made it

by themselves.
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Decorated Jafood:

A popular game boys made from imported palm branches strapped of their leaves,
decorated with strings and coloured cloth and wandering the dusty ways.
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Revising lessons Sitting on a Bench at Sharg:

Near the British Consulate in 1940s, we were accustomed to riding our bicycle
and going to a bench there in front of the sea to revise our lessons.
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Wadhha small Hill:

That hill was at eastern Hawalli village where some boys and families used to
go there for fun and passing time taking with them tea and almond.

——————
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Home lihala:

lihala is a big container made from thick pottery used to store drinking water in
the past.
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Scenery from Eastern Kuwait:

It is the street slanting from the palace of the late Sheikh Abdullah al-Jaber called
‘Khazal Palace’ heading for the sea parallel to the British Consulate; on the left
there is the bench for rest.

e
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Matagi Shop: - dbdetbmbe
It is located near Eastern Square Area, opposite to it al-Tanpoora headquarters

which hoists flags on its mast. Next to that shop located a narrow path; at its
entrance the late Matagi tied his donkey.
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Zooli (bathroom) :
Ships: small or big had one bathroom or more fixed on one of the ship’s stern
which Kuwaitis called tifar.
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The Kitchen of the House:

The painting exhibits a Kuwaiti house where a liwan and a room appeared at
the right side, meanwhile the kitchen and the stairs are at the front surrounded

by many articles.
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Athal (tamarisk) al-Musallam in Hawalli:

It was the largest tree in Hawalli area seen by the comers and arrivals six
kilometres from afar; al-Musallam car with its wooden body appears in the
painting.

u|
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Arrived Home or not yet:

It was an interesting game for small girls and boys. A girl stood, behind her stood another
one hiding her head between her shoulders. Walking together, the one behind asked if they

arrived at their house; the first replied: not yet!! The question and the answer were repeated
many times till they arrived home.
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Musallam Mosque in Hawalli:

An old mosque situated at Qana’t Fereej (area) eastern Hawalli, founded by the late
Saleh al-Musallam in 1932; renewed by the Ministry of Endowment till it was
demolished and a modern one substituted it. Behind its minaret, the famous
al-Musallam athalet appears.

-©
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Ebriyah (taxi) Motor (car):

The painting reveals a private motor with a wooden body carrying passengers. In the
past it was called Ebriyah. It leaves the wall gate carrying passengers with their luggage
and materials to lift them to their houses in the other villages.

OE
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To Hawalli:

The painting shows a car having a wooden body carrying passengers with their
luggage moving among sand imto Hawalli village which was seen from afar.
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Why Stealing the Lemon... Why Breaking my toes (children game):
Another interesting simple game practised by girls or by boys and only played by two. The
second raises one of his legs and the first holds the big toe of that leg; they walked together;
the first says to the second: why you steal the lemon; the second replies while hopping on one
leg: why you beak my big toe .....they repeat this dialogue till they were tired.
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The Billy Goat Mooing (children game):

Another interesting game played by two small boys; the first holds and pinches the ear
lobe of the second saying: the billy goat moos; the second replies: mooing, mooing.
They walked for a time till the second ear lobe congested and calls on to stop.

E‘
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Tak Wa Itmor (Jump) Game
One of the popular sports games practised by a group of the youth of the area
either by day or by night in the streets or in the yards.
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Beans Seller:
A veiled woman sat at a wall with a jug filled with beans so called bajilla sur-

rounded by some people who either eat the beans at once or take it home.
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Having Hoop with Rhythm:

Some boys boasted they had a hoop because it was rare at that time. It is a cir-
cular ring of iron with a diameter of 30 cm. It produces a rhythm if worked.
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A Picnic in the Eastern Four Sider:

It was said, in the past, if women wanted to go together on a picnic, they carried their
luggage including their dinner, went on foot with their children to a remotest area in
the east called the Four Sider where they spent a lovely day in the open air, returned
in the evening happily singing.
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Al-Yadidah (the new) : a Place in Hawalli:

There was a place in southern Hawalli called by that name where there was one

big sider or more. People went there to enjoy shade. I think people so called her
which is the diminutive of new.
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A Tent in the Moonlight:

The painting shows a tent pitched in the space in full moonlight, crowded out by

people who adored picnics in cold nights.
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Wool Road:

It was a narrow road where some women sat at a corner displaying sheep wool.
Merchants bought that wool, span, wove or sewed il.
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The House Old Bathroom:

In the past, bathroms only existed in some rich people houses. They were very

small rooms with a well.

e
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Al-Mutabkhani or al-Kanoon:

It was built from mud by some professionals to be an oven for making fire to make
tea, or to cook on. It was used before prople new the choolah of the primus and
others.
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They include:
* Paintings displayed in the exhibitions set up by The Formative
Arts Society and other numerous ones.
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Miscellaneous Paintings in the Exhibitions of The Formative Arts
Society and other numerous exhibitions.

1- Going for Diving

2- Returned from Diving

3-The Stand of the Water Vessel (1)

4- Rice and Fish

3- Ditch of Topaivkh

6- Open Huis

7- Who Kissed the Bride

8- Athal Al-Khaled 1

Y- Old Means of Extinguishing Fire

10- Of Hawalli Houses

11-The House of the Late Misa 'id al-Salih at Hawalli
12- A House Surmounted by the Sand at Hawalli
13-Of Hawalli Houses

14- The Shawi of Hawalli

15-The Divan of the Late Ali Abdulwahab at Hawalli
16- The Old Style of the Municipality

17-The Street of al-Watiya Coast by Night

18- The Athal of al-Khaled from the Sea side 2
19-1t caught

20- Washing the clothes at the Coast

21- Al-Shibj (2)

22-The Well and the Sink

23- A way in the Quarter

24-A Tent in a Moon-lit-Night

25- The Musallam Ditch

26- Sleeping at th Roof

27- The Tower of Mulla Saleh 1

28- The Souk of Sheep
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29-Two Doors

30-Swimming at the seashore
31-Al-Saleih (the Net)

32-The Dimnah Coast |

32- The Old Dimnah Coast 1.

34- An old Public Coast

35- Hawalli Khabari (swamps)
36-The Late Noon Prayer at Mubarak Mosque
37- Penalizing the Thief

38- At Roof

39- After Dinner

40- Making the Hozoor (fishing traps)
41- The Oud Yard 1

42- The Oud Yard 2
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43- The House of the Late Ali Abdulwahab al-Mitawa t,.]nl'. Slagllas Jepy M g — gy

44- Roasted Mullet

45- My Uncle’s House |

46- My Uncle’s House 2

47- A womanly Meeting at Hawalli
48- Of Mubarak's Yard 1

49- An Old Road

50- Al-Abdulrazzag Archway 2

51- The Congratulation of Sheikh Abdullah al-Salem

52- The Bird Ylali

53- Al-Jahra Gate at Jahra Governorate
54- The Divan 2

35- The Mother of All Hells.

56- Jamal Abd-Al-Nasser
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1 r Diving: As usual after bidding farewell to his family, the
diver went to his ship carrying his mattress and his tools such as
the stone, the basket, the clip and other necessities.
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jving: When the diving season came to an end, the
sailor returned to his family loaded with diving gifts such as starfish after
dissecting and salting it. He distributed it to his small sons as well as the
small boys of the district who became very happy with it. They tied it with
strings and pulled it in the roads. The mother might coddle her child and sew
him a bag of cloth which he put on the back of the starfish, filled it with sand

and carried it from place to place, imitating the coolies who were many at
that time.
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The Stand of the Water Vessel and Gharsha 2 : The painting shows
a stand, on it there are Borma (medium-sized-water vessel) and Gharsha.

Al-Raggiyah (the watermelon) and the bowl of milk are kept under the
stand to cool. It was one of the customs of the Kuwaitis in the past.

|
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Rice and Fish : A dining mat where dinner is served. It is a tray full of
rice and grilled Soboor (River shad) fish and others delicacies.
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* It was one of the numerous flood
ditches (reservoirs) in Kuwait. It was given such name either
because the Tobaiyyikh family owned it or because it was near the
family lodging.
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: Sometimes strong winds blew over the countryside
where they pounded and scattered into pieces the frail buildings
and simple huts.
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ide: It is an old popular song uttered by the girls of
the quarter while passing by the roads:

You who bissed the bride bissed the bride, kissed the bride
You whe lined the pearls on her head, ....on her head
nwy .I!:FquH her go-u said pu.l' il om, .. said il puf on
She refused and said no I don't care ... | don't care
It is only my brother whom [ care for, geacelul youth, qmrefu." youlh
He has a silver pen lo wrile a book, fo wrile a book
He has a bride for himself silfing on his .{ﬂee. on his knee
Duélf:linq over her fnnq haie ::mfnqinq coaufinq, coa*a'ﬁnq f&JJfEnq
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Athal (Tamarix Aucherana) al-Khaled 1: The painting shows a
group of athal trees owned by al-Khaled family of Kuwait. They
were near a clean sea shore where people went there, to enjoy their
shade, and to stroll around them.
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- 1 : It was a group of
al-Khaled athal trees which were famous in Kuwait especially to
the people of Hawalli village who attended them for recreation and
entertainment. They directly looked over the Shi'b Sea Coast.
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inguishi jre: The painting exhibited a group
of Toboob (buckets) painted in red, distributed by the municipality
in some souks near the swamps in order to extinguish the fires that
might break out in one of the shops or in the area surrounding it.
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Of Hawalli Houses : Some neighbouring houses and the narrow lanes

among them where there were some rooms, huts and trees such as athal and
sidr that were common in Hawalli.
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rmou | : When the wind violently

blew in summer, it swept a lot of sand which precipitated if collided
with a barrier or a wall in a way which alarmed the household

who immediately tried to get rid of it.
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[ » It is the First
house in the painting, neighboured by many houses whose owners
only visited them in spring. I imagined the scene at sunset.
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One of Hawalli Roads: One of the narrow ways, and simple houses

with their rooms built of mud and mats which were called kubarah. There is
also a tent made of goat hair pitched in a midland surrounded by a wall
built of mud besides sidr trees which are scattered here and there. This
scene represents the simplicity of that village and the satisfaction of its
people.
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MﬂﬂLﬁhﬁF&EﬁdﬂZﬁHﬂﬂdﬂl The name Shawi was given to
the person who led a flock of sheep to graze. The painting shows
the shawi, the sheep and the huts surrounded by sidr trees and the

goat hair tent which its people insisted to pitch in the middle of the
road.




ey (gelrll) o3 Lasad Bkl 3,805 Lot Lo 5l 5m9 3 k) (oally Al
g Lgland Buldl Jale jinzes gilaled Guldl Lo ol LSl el Y

The Old Style Municipality: These were barriers built of mud by
the municipality in the yards and among the districts so that people
could throw their garbage which was collected and transported by
the municipality labourer in his cart.
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v, i W [: The painting
reveals the divan and its beautiful yard that was surrounded by a
low fence which the children, and I was one of them, climbed it in
our childhood. The painting also shows the houses of Hawalli, and
its huts, where the women after finishing their domestic work got
out. mert their neighbours and spent together enjovable time.
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The Street of al-Watiyva Coast by Night: It was an extension of the
Gulf Street towards the west. It passed by al-Watiya and Shuwaikh
coast after it was completed and illuminated. Its view overwhlemed
me and therefore, I drew it from above in 1969.
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It Caught : A bird caught in a trap, meanwhile the hunters, who were
hidden behind the Thanda (coarse wild desert grass), ran to release the

prey.
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Washing Clothes at the Coast: The painting discloses some women
washing their clothes and spreading them on the rocks to dry. We
also see a part of al-Hamad yard for manufacturing ships, a
narrow channel, the water pump which filled a sink with water
which the municibality car pumped, and a wooden WC to defecate.

——— °
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ibj 2: It was a trap to catch birds composed of bamboo
surrounded by a number of traps (salaleeb), tied by ropes and was set
up on the roofs of houses.
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The Well and the Sink: It was a well which existed in every house

for use in washing and bathing because its water was not suitable
for drinking.
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A Road in a Quarter : A long way which leads to Bin Hamdan mosque,

the house of the late Abdullah al-Khalifah, and Hussiniyat Khaza’l, as well
as the house of my childhood and other neighbouring houses.
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n-lit-Night: My family and [ camped in that place
for three consecutive days and three moon-lit-nights during a
winter season. I enjoyed the sight and therefore, painted it.
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al-Musallam Ditch : It was one of the mumerous flood reservoirs

which the people dug near their houses to protect themselves from
rain floods. That ditch was not famous, and was only known to
small number of people because it was dug in an unknown place.
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ing _at > In the past (before the installation of
electricity in houses), the Kuwaitis, in summer, slept on the roofs of
their houses to enjoy the cool air. The painting also shows a model

of the bagdeer (wind tower).
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: It was one of the towers of the old
wall of Kuwait which were built to defend the City in bad times.
Thanks God! They were not used.
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The Souk of Sheep : It was set up in the 1940s behind Naiyf
palace which looks like a castle or a stronghold.
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Two Doors : Two types of doors: one is a wicket and the other is a shutter.
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Swimming at the Seashore: The Kuwaitis were fond of the sea and
of swimming in its water. The painting discloses a number of boys
who came for swimming and entertainment.
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:It was a net woven from thin threads spread on
the Sidr trees. The birds got caught when they stuck to it.
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The Old Dimnah Coast 1 : An imaginary picture of Dimnah coast

and the houses located along it.
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The Old Dimnah Coast 2: Another part of the houses located on

the Dimnah coast in the past.
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An Old Public Coast: The painting shows a timber store, the window of
the garage of the late Sheikh Sabah al-Nasser, a part of the Je'afariyah
school, the road to the Syrian Clinic, and the door of al-Khalifa mosque,

meanwhile a woman who has just finished washing her family clothes, was
going back home.




0555 G jUan¥l olis 4 panTs )Y (e Mals aiieia Ol o 3l 2 (g (GHlus
ALY Il Cpall ey Leladl Lgalis (o (98 5adll el il <ULl 3515 (e 1350
] bl wli B @a ol

LA el Loy lalias el Lelss JLaY] pasd e wlials

K, ri : al-Khabrah was a low land where rain
water gathered in. It was a source of water to donkey-owners who transported
it in goatskins to the people who were in dire need of it. Moreover, people
crowded around those khabarahs to enjoy their beautiful view.




@silslis (9338 Haluall OIS ol Il HLADI By Lasud 1 Sylue dovwes yuaall 35bo
elall Bs lue .l LL&I‘;JLA._M

rayer 2 . In the past, before
the installation of electricity in Kuwait, prayer was performed in
summer at the mosque yard except the noon-prayer, .
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il ief: In the past, the criminal or the thief was
flogged at the Safat Square in front of a crowd of people who
thronged to watch the scene. News spread among them in spite of
the lack of advirtisement or any other media.
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At Roof: This is a scene which I drew from our old house to our roof and
the neighbouring ones where peagons perched on the bagdeer -
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After Dinner: The trays were empty of food, and bones and, peeles

were scattered on the dinning mat.
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1 : In the past, the people who
were interested in fishing made their hozoor near their houses. Most of
them were from Awazim tribe. The painting featrures al-Faraj and
al-Awazim roads. When we were children, we stood near the fishermen to
pick up the reeds they threw to make from them flutes and arches -

&
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Al-Oud Yard 1: It was located in the Qana'at quarter where

al-Mutawa' mosque was seen. It was the best place for me during
my childhood to play in since our house looked over it.
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Al-Qud Yard 2: It was one of the numerous yards in old Kuwaiti
districts which was located in Qana'at quarter .
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{ouse of the Late Ali Abdulwa al-Mitawa': He was our
Neighbour in the past whom [ often visited in my childhood because I greatly
admired his house architecture and design.

oﬁ_ e T B———c



O3S iy o Y Lglgla oy W 3 5 picall WLl s £ 3o aull 2 (Sguciea e
.g“ﬁh‘)‘bi ,[.J:JJIS sl LN e L:I_}AA Ols 13] sl l_',__.:s

Roasted Mullet : It is a kind of small fish no more than 20cm, in
length which was liked by the Kuwaitis especially when roasted on

coal or wood.
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‘ : [t was the house of my uncle, the late
Abdullah Mohammad al-Ayoub. I keep a good memory of it in my
heart.
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! 2: This is another view of my uncle's house, the
late Abdullah Mohammad al-Ayoub whom [ often visited in my
childhood.
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A Womanly Meeting at Hawalli: It was the custom of the women of
Hawalli village after finishing their household work, to congregate
at a heap of clean sand for recreation, and enjoyment.
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: : This yard was very famous in old Kuwait
because Ardha ceremonies, on many occasions, were performed
on it. A great number of people gathered there either to watch or

to participate. Mubarak refers to here is Mubarak al-Khalifah, one
of Bahrain Sheikhs.
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An Old Road: It is a typical road of old Kuwait.
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Al-Abdulrazzaq Archway 2: It was one of the archways located in
some Kuwaiti districts. The archway was an upper room that
connected two opposite houses which were separated by a road
where the people and even cars pass through it.




-(E_,;;-“] 343 ‘-*-'Jﬂ‘p‘L O Ler be lGal O sy #all S p gy 6 Labinag: 2_1;‘5‘:‘.)-#1

osalall avs l._._'F.I {Jml} e EH PR

The Bird Ylali : It means that the bird is hovering around the trap
because of the good bait it offers (al-Ghubbi). This is the language of those
who are interested in al-Habal, i.e. hunting birds.
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Al-Jahra' Gate at Jahra Governorate: It is a view which [ saw in
one of the publications in black and white. I copied it after adding
and deleting.
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[ ' : [ will never forget
that day on which [ stood with the delegations that came to con-

gratulate Sheikh Abdullah al-Salem when he got the reins of
power in 1950. I painted it in 1980.
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The Divan 2: The painting exhibits the divan of the late Khalid
al-Mas'oud in Keifan which I was one of its attendants among a
group of teachers.
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The Mother of all Hells : The painting expresses the farce called the

mother of all battles which was defunct in Kuwait.
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Jamal Abd Al-Nasser : On the demise of President Jamal Abd Al-Nasser
on 28th September 1970, the Teachers Society asked me to paint the late
President, which I did within few hours. Although the painting was still soft,
the delegations representing different authorities who marched in a
procession to mourn over the event that befell the Arab World carried it
ahead of their procession.
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Paintings of Ayoub Hussein in Kuwaiti Currency
Profiles of some of my fellow teachers and pupils at al.
Sabah and al-Siddiq schools in the 1950s.

Selected Slips of Newspapers

Cirtificates and Letters
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The Paintings of Ayoub Hussein al-Ayoub in Kuwaiti Currency

(Fifth Issue 1994)

The first Kuwaiti artist whose paintings are printed on Kuwait's
banknote
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Design: On the lefi, there
is a vignette of a water vessel
with a circular wooden cover
which is a part of one of my
paintings entitled “The Stand
of the Burma and Gharsha".
Other elements in my original
painting were omitted such as
the pan drawn on the wooden
cover of the water vessel.
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the right there is a
| vignette of a
N | closed wicket
taken from my
| painting “Wicket
| from Outside”
where the wicket
| is open.
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The One Dinar Back
Design: At the right, there
is a \vignette of a

traditional water storage vessel
on stand taken from my painting
entitled “The Stand of the Big
Vessel" Notice that the two
handles of the big vessel are
omitted.
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i ign: On the right there is a vignette of my painting * the
stalls of money changers.” If compared to my original painting, the cart which
sprinkled water about in the markets is deleted.
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Profiles of Some of My Associates
Teachers and Pupils
At
Al-Sabah and al-Siddiq Schools

in the 1950s
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Dear Mate the late Abdulssamad al-Turki
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The design of the cover of the monthly cultural journal "Risalat

al-Telmeez" issued by a group of young men in the early 1950s. '
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Selected Specimen
of

Newspaper Slips
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The painting of Ayoub Hussein al-Ayoub : Aish Bin Omaiyr
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Accompanied by brother Fadhil
Khalaf : The Poet and the Scholar
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This slip is a present from brother Ridha al-Fivali. He cut it off from “Akhbar al-Adab”. the

Egyptian newspaper, No 356, published on Sunday 7 May 2000. A week before, Aled al-Abd
al-Mughni, paid my attention to that slip.

Therefore, 1 highly thank both of them because of their interest in my works and myself.
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respectively, gifted him a Shield and a certificate of appreciation presented by
HE the former Minister of Education and Higher Education Dr Rasheed
al-Hamad.

In a ceremony on 9 June 2004, he received the shield of Kuwait Writers’
Association for his efficacies and being selected the man of 2004 in the field
of formative arts.

Got a Shield and certificate of appreciation from al-Asima Educational Zone
& Art of Educational Supervision Presented by HE the former Minister of
Education and Higher Education Dr Rasheed al-Hamad for his efficient
participation in the ‘Colour & Form Exhibition’ , April , 2004.

Because of the passage of forty years on its establishment, the board of
directors of the Kuwaiti Society of Formative Arts endowed the artist Ayoub
Hussein al-Ayoub the honorary membership on Ist April 2007. The Society,
on this occaion, presented him a memorial shield in a ceremony held on
Tuesday Sth February 2008.

In the academic year 2007 - 2008, the Ministry of Education introduced and
taught some of his Paintings in year six Setbooks of English Language.




* Wrote the following books about Kuwait’s heritage:
- Accompanying Children in the Past: Popular Games,1969.
- Kuwaiti Memoirs,1972.
Selections from the Kuwaiti dialect,1982.
Hawalli: The Village of Entertainment and Enjoyment,1987.
Sayings of the people of old Kuwait,1997.
Kuwaiti Poplular Games, 2005.

* The Center for Research and Studies on Kuwait (CRSK) printed and published over
six-hundred-page-book embracing all his paintings from the early 1950s till January
2002 entitled: The Kuwaiti Heritage in the Paintings of Ayoub Hussein Al-Ayoub.

¢ All his works have become the ownership of the people and foundations and some
are printed in the calendars.

* The first Kuwaiti artist whose paintings or parts of them are printed on the Kuwaiti
banknote (the fifth issue 1994).

* Got the State Encouragement Reward on 2nd December 1997 for his photographs.

¢ Accompanied his works which were displayed in Tokyo, Japan from 25 till 30
October 1998 at the expense of the Kuwaiti Ministry of Information on the occasion
of "Businessmen Week". One of his paintings was gifted to a Japanese prince who
inaugurated that week.

* Set up and accompanied an exhibition in Helsinki, the Capital of Finland, on 26
August 1999 for a week at an invitation of Kuwait National Council of Culture, Arts
and Letters.

* Finally, got the State Award of 2001 in Fomative Arts.
* Arbitrated and supervised the following artistic exhibitions:

- Photography exhibition entitled "Kuwait...Light from the Past" held by the
Community Service and Continual Education Administration, The Public
Authority for Applied Education and Training, 1987.

- Formative arts items in Kuwait Scientific Encyclopedia for Children, Kuwait
Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences from 5 November 1984 till 24
December 1984.

The final festival of Formative Arts tournament, Bubiyan Club which
is affiliated to Petrochemical Industries Company, held on 4 January
1979 PM.

- Photographs exhibition held at Teachers' Society, 7 April 1973.

- Supervised planning of the first exhibition held by the Graduate Society in
May 1973.

- Due to his efficient participation in the *Colours & Figures Exhibition’, April ,
2004, al-Asima Educational Zone & Art of Educational Supervision
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Curriculum Vitae (CV)
Ayoub Hussein al-Ayoub

* Born in Kuwait in 1932,
* Graduated from Mubarakiyah School in 1949.

* A teacher at Kuwait Ministry of Education 1949-1950, a vice headmaster, and a
headmaster. He retired at the outset of the school year 1979-1980 after
thirty-year-service.

» Painted about 700 paintings representing the old Kuwaiti environment.

* Participated in the Arab Champion Competition Exhibition in 1958, and the nine
spring exhibitions set up by the Ministry of Education; and other exhibitions set up
inside or outside Kuwait by the Kuwaiti Society for Formative Arts, the Teachers’
Society, The Graduate Society, The National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters,
and Kuwait National Museum.

» Had eight private exhibitions:

No | Date No of Showroom
Paintings
1 | 13/11/1974 44 Teachers' Society
2 |13/03/1978 34 Teachers' Society
3 |04/12/1985 67 Abdullah al-Salem Suburb
4 |01/12/1991] 61 Teachers' Society
5 |24/03/1996 48 Abdullah al-Salem Suburb
6 | 01/04/2000 41 Abdullah al-Salem Suburb
7 | 27/03/2004 46 Abdullah al-Salem Suburb
8 118/03/2008 49 Abdullah al-Salem Suburh

* Set up two exhibitions in participation with the late artist Amir Abdulridha .

» Participated in touring exhibitions circulated in some Arab, European and American countries.

* The first person to work at Kuwait Museum in 1956; supervised its foundation;
designed and built numerous models of the old Kuwaiti House, old school and
equipped the museum with the traditional exhibits at the time of the former Art

Education Inspector the late Mr Khamees Shihadah, and the sincere Mr Ahmad
al-Othman the then Financial Director of the Museum.

* Obtained the pioneer shield from Kuwaiti Society of Formative Arts; honoured by
HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Sa'ad al-Abdullah al-Salem al-Sabah; got many other
certificates of honour; awarded by the committee that regulated the third periodical
exhibition of the GCC artists, set at Ash-Sharigah from 27/11/ till 4/12/1994.
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were admired by all those who liked such aesthetic. They are listed in this book, and
described in chronological sequence and in a detailed schedule of contents at the front
of each stage.

This Kuwaiti artist, Ayoub Hussein, is still painting our lovely Kuwaiti
environment which he adores, its love mixed with his blood and entity, it has dominated
his feeling and sensation; always feels that both of them can not dispense of one
another.

In brief, the autobiography of Mr Ayoub Hussein indicates a powerful,
flourishing, and vital personality; his paintings are powerful with a controlling force,
realizing the aesthetic possibilities, and have a major source of instruction for later
painters. Of the most wonderful words he said about himself:

" While years creep with silent feet, devoting most of the nights practising
painting till dawn, some ideas come into my mind to make many handiwork, models
and maquettes, carry ing them out making the most of the material I could find, feeling
great happiness and enjoyment when putting my design into action. Moreover, I practise
carpentry and make many things related to our heritage and lovely past."

This is a brief mention of Mr Ayoub Hussein's life with the formative arts in
Kuwait, taken from a lecture delivered by the artist in the Book Exhibition, which was
held in the Exhibition Center in Mishrif 2001.

CRSK aim is to make available to libraries and scholars a historical reference
which otherwise would remain unknown, difficult to access or fragmentary. It is an
authentic facsimile on the national heritage of Kuwait for the next generations.




He made many models of the old Kuwaiti house, the old school, and designed
many other maquettes which revealed the old ways of building as well as the material
used. He also made models of the hall, which exhibited diving suits and other relevant
materials.

By the outset of the academic year 1957-1958, he longed to go back to teaching
but Mr Khamees, the inspector of art education, objected to his wish and offered him to
be the director of the museum, but Mr Hussein rejected the offer and determined to go
back to teaching. And so, he returned to al-Siddiq school and afterwards at the outset of
the school year 1958, he moved into Bin Zaidoon School which was near to his house in
Hawalli.

On 20 December 1958, Mr Ayoub Hussein as well as eighty participants,
exhibited 142 artistic work in the public exhibition which was held in Shuwaikh
Secondary School under the title: Arab Championship Tournament.

After that exhibition, the Department of Education began to make annual
exhibitions under the name “Spring.” They were nine exhibitions: the first was at
al-Mubarakiyah school in 1959 and the last was in 196]. He participated in them all
with a good number of paintings which featured the old Kuwaiti environment.

It is noteworthy that after the success of the first Spring Exhibition in which thirty
artists -half of them were Kuwaitis - exhibited about 160 works, the Department of
Education, found out that arts not only were readily accessible to the general public but
also stimulated artistic activity in great numbers of people. Therefore, and on account of
the encouragement of the late Abdulaziz Hussein the then Minister of Education- it set
up a temporary centre in Quotaiba School in 1960 called “the Free Studio.” A group of
gifted artists, no more than the number of the fingers of one hand, joined it including Mr
Ayoub Hussein. That Centre provided the material which the artists needed to practise
drawing, painting or sculpture. In fact, that Centre was the starting point of the
formative arts in Kuwait. It performed great services in Promoting the standards of art
and improving the status of artists.

While being overburdened with work, Ayoub Hussein's associate, the late Ameer
Abdulridha, suggested to perform a dual exhibition. Both set up two exhibitions at
al-Mubarakiyah school, on 20 February 1966 and on 11 October 1969. Their success
inspired inaugurating exhibitions in another countries such as Arab Maghrib and Paris.
When the Formative Art Society was promulgated on 11th February 1968, it set up
annual exhibitions in and outside Kuwait. Mr Ayoub paintings were among the works
exhibited and circulated many parts of the world.

He, also, participated in the exhibitions set up by the Kuwaiti Teachers Society in
1974, The Graduate Society in 1973, the National Museum, the Ministry of
Information, and the National Council.

During those periods which he participated in those series of public exhibitions,
he decided to set up his private artistic exhibitions under the title The Artistic Exhibition
of the Kuwaiti Environment. He set up eight ones: the first was on 13 November 1974,
and the last was on 18 March, 2008, They achieved immense prestige and influence and
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Via teaching, Mr Ayoub Hussein learned his trade as he practised it. His activity
increased and he adored drawing. He kept his eyes open and his hands busy and
developed a wide range of artistic skills. In addition to teaching, he started painting and
sometimes enlarging the faces of some pupils and teachers and their children.

When the late Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem got the reins of power in 1950, Mr
Ayoub Hussein enlarged his photo (150 by 100 cm). The headmaster of the school at
that time the late Hamad Al-Rejaib, admired it and hung it in his office. Indeed this
action immensely boosted his morale.

The headmaster’s encouragement bore fruit. Mr Ayoub enlarged photos of the late
Sheikh Salem Bin Mubarak al-Sabah and the late Sheikh Abdullah al-Jaber, which were
hung at the school administration premises. He, also, enlarged his photo and his father's
after his death in 1952,

At the same time, he was interested in enlarging some European scenery using
pastel colours and thick paperboard. He also drew those scenery-using watercolours,
displayed them to the other teachers, and listened to their comments and pieces of
advice. Besides, the school headmaster, the late Hamad al-Rejeib, did not do without Mr
Ayoub Hussein. He asked him to draw the scenery needed for the plays acted at the
school theatre. Consequently, in his annual report, the school headmaster asked the
Department of Education to send Mr Ayoub abroad on a sabbatical leave to study arts.
But when the Key personnel in the Department of Education agreed to the late al-Rejeib
suggestion, and decided to send him with his family to Egypt to study arts, he refused
because he disliked expatriation.

In the mid-school year 1953-1954, during the heavy rain, Mr al-Rejeib was
transferred into al-Sedeeq Intermediate School. He selected some teachers to
accompany him and Mr Ayoub Hussein was within. There, he taught drawing in
addition to supervising one of the school wings. He worked hard and performed, in
cooperation with the other teachers, a number of exhibitions of the pupils' activities.
Other ones were performed at the orientation of the Artistic Education Inspectorate
which spared no effort to generously provide the schools with all the materials needed.
In the mean time, he did not stop his hobby and drew pictures of President Gamal
Abdulnasser, President Shukri al-Quwatli- so called the Senior Arab Citizen, and Field
Marshal AbdulHakeem Amir and others.

While being indulged in teaching drawing and handiwork at Seddiq Intermediate
School, and at the beginning of the school year 1956-1957, it came to his mind to move
from the school into the Education Department. He was encouraged by Mr Khamees
Shihada who in 1954 was appointed the senior inspector of the subject. There, he helped
him with some activities.

When The Department of Education decided to establish the national museum to
embrace Kuwait's heritage, Mr Khamees entrusted Mr Ayoub Hussein with more
responsible tasks and asked him to follow up the work depending upon his experience.
After he had been transferred into the museum, he made many artistic works that he
longed to carry out.




drawing and hand-work school- periods and the artistic exhibitions which featured the
girls’ work who excelled in this field. In the past, through the drawing periods, the
teachers drew on the blackboard patterns inspired from the environment and models
made by the craftsmen such as the chair, the kettle, and the rib (bucket). The pupils were
asked to draw from the drawings of their teachers in their copybooks which accustomed
them to thinking, observing, knowing measurements, dimensions, and plane of
symmetry and other technical and science rules in this field.

At the early 1940s, there were two famous teachers of art education: Mr Sayed
Hashim al-Hunayyan at Mubarakiyah school and Mr Mo'ajab al-Dousari at
al-Ahmadiyah; may God bless their souls.

Thanks to Mr Ugab al-Khateeb, the pupils of the Mubarakiyah school learnt
carpentry besides other manual work. He recommended his pupils to fetch the cartons
thrown in the souks to make from them boxes and maquettes. They also brought flint
mud, materialized it into fruits, and coloured them. Besides they also learned how to
weave cords and palm leaves helped by the late Mohammad al-Shayji. Every Monday,
the school performed drawing tournaments at its yard.

In 1944, the first Pupils' Artistic Exhibition was held at Mubarakiya School. The
pupil Ayoub Hussein displayed a table o'clock made of cartoon which was highly
admired by the Egyptian teacher of art education Mr Ali Solemn. That was the starting
point in Mr Ayoub’s artistic journey.

After the school day comes to an end and after doing his homework assignment,
Mr Ayoub Hussein remembers he was greatly fond of artistic handiwork. He spent his
leisure time doing many forms and played with them as aforementioned. He also copied
and imitated the photos he could find. He spontaneously enlarged in pencil the photo of
the late Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak. When his father saw it, he admired his work
encouraged him to go on with his hobby. He imitated the banknote currency such as the
rupee, made plates from the paper bulb, drew coloured maps of imaginary countries
with random borders.

In 1947, when he had passed the fourth year primary (currently year seven
intermediate stsge) he was then fifteen years old. He, accompanied by seven colleagues,
enrolled in the Teachers' School, which was inaugurated for the first time in Kuwait to
graduate Kuwaiti teachers who the country was in dire need of. The syllabus they
studied included education, psychology, and methodology. The last one included how to
teach artistic education (drawing and handiwork), which Mr Ayoub Hussein liked so
much because of his background in addition to the formative activities he had
spontaneously practised since his childhood. These discourses were designed to instill
in the student certain aesthetic criteria and a fixed hierarchy of values in which subject
matter played a leading role.

After consecutive two-year-study at the Teachers' School, he and his colleagues
were appointed at Al-Sabah primary school on its inauguration in the school year
1949-1950. He was entrusted to teach general subjects including drawing and
handiwork at the kindergarten, which at that time was equal to the today primary stage.
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it with doors and openings for ventilation; put his small head inside it imagining he
inhabited it; forgot it might be a secure haven for some scorpions, and snakes which
roamed the houses at that time.

He, also, began to imitate the carpenter. He made a chair using wood and nails.
The wood was too weak to bear the nails. When he used it, it demolished and took with
it his hopes and dreams. On the same errand, the cages, the boxes, and the ladders he
made collapsed and scattered into pieces. His dreams to make something good went
with the wind.

His desire for imitation was limitless. He brought some discarded tins of kerosene
and some wood and began to make a small vessel called Tanak which only held one
small child like him. With difficulty, he carried it on his weak shoulders to the sea.
When he sailed it, it was on the verge of sinking, and so his happiness faded. He
returned home with torn clothes, contaminated with Sayyali (tar), which he used to fill
in the holes and spaces in his vessel. As well, he and his companions imitated the
donkey drivers who carried mud and gypsum-using starfish, which the divers brought
with them on their return from the pearl diving voyage and presented it to the children
who loaded it with a bag of cloth filled with dust and pebbles and dragged it from place
to place imitating the water coolies. They also imagined it a camel carrying them into
the Holy Land to make a pilgrimage. When they observed the two - scaled - balance
used in the shops at that time, they brought two cans, a cane, and strands to make a
balance to weigh the rocks, dust, and other things. Mr Ayoub Hussein also made the ice
cream from the materials available to him imitating the seller of the Dandorma (ice
cream) who was also famous at that time.

In his childhood, he was interested in making many things which he not only used
in his games but also to spend his leisure time. He made Farrarat, paper kites, sewed a
small Shatr (tent), brolin, maquettes from mud, oud or rababa (musical instrument
similar to the violin), scales, a telephone, traps, branches, small typo, iron car with two
or four wheels, flags, balls, a trumpet, small boat, small house, a dart, a scorpion from
cloth which he used to drag at night to frighten the others who thought it was a real one
and hastened to kill it.

The salbi mud (flint mud) had a great effect on both his and companions lives.
They made many shapes from it such as utensils, carts, castles, animals, stone mill,
manaheez (the plural of Manhaz which is a hollow tree trunk used to hammer materials
by means of a club) and for the Tourbash Lu Mash game.

He was fond of making the bondeirah (the flag) of Kuwait. Every morning, he
hoisted it on the roof of his house and half-masted it at sunset, imitating the tradition
that takes place at the square of al-Seif Palace till today. Every spring, he sets up a trap
to catch birds.

Of the other important facts of Mr Ayoub's life is that he and his companions
spontaneously practised many other hand-work due to the encouragement of the artistic
attitudes and the development of the affective aspect which the four schools of the
Ministry of Education inculcated in the pupils in the late 1930s, and the 1940s via the
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An Approach

The beginnings of Mr Ayoub Hussein with drawing or what is known as the
formative arts were no difference than his associates whom he lived with during his
childhood. This approach is a prelude to a spontaneous fascinating artistic journey
which shows the prime of a genius artist and treats the practice and profession of Ayoub
Hussein, his working conditions and his role and what influenced him. It passed through
different stages: furbished by study and practice, enriched by experimentation, thrived
by encouragement and patronage. He began to imitate the distinctive artistic works, and
dedicated his life to his art, which dominated his senses and feelings. His boyhood and
youth absorbed arts. He made little distinction between a man who has the tools of a
painter in his hands and the much rather individual who has genius as well. His
inspiration mixed with imagination helped him to improve and excel in his artistic
mission, which he bore the responsibility during his journey.

The artist Ayoub Hussein has artistic works which have real link to the so called
the formative art during the 1940s and before. During that era, no body knew what
Formative Arts meant, and there were no artists, according to our contemporary
conception, called the formative artists. This profession of art is of more recent origin.
Though these works can be viewed as art today, it is probable that their creators were
intent only on executing old crafts designed to aid them to earn their living. They were
practitioners of crafts. By every criterion of proficiency and accomplishment, they
served the people of the time and led a life full of simplicity and content. Consequently,
their product spread, their tools became popular, and entered every house.

These crafts were the early beginnings of the formative art. Their practitioners
were artists by nature. They were the blacksmith, the coppersmith, the palm-leaf-bag
maker, cage-maker, the mason, the millstone mender, makers of galvanized iron sheets,
the rope maker, the goldsmith, the tailor, the cotton carder, the saddle-maker, the
shipwright, the door carpenter, the maker of the wooden cockpits of the lorries, qarageer
(fishing-traps ), sewing bisht (cloth) and needle work.

In addition, the women made high quality handwork. They used silk threads, zarri
(ornamental button), and spangles to ornament clothes. They excelled in broidery,
sewing caps (head cover), ruffling men robes, sewing all kinds of clothes, in addition to
dyeing cloth and threads.

In fact, the Kuwaiti women were artful in decoration, designing, dappling;
camphiring hands, burning the shell of the coconut to tattoo parts of the body; making
the dummy; and many other crafts which were rife in Kuwait before the gushing out of
oil. They had their impression on the people's taste.

In his childhood, Ayoub Hussein began to imitate the masons whom he witnessed
while building houses. He, unconsciously, built a small room, which was called
Edwairah; roofed it using some waste such as wood, canes, gutter, and rocks; provided
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Preface

At last, and after a long interval, the time is ripe to see most of my paintings,
which 1 approximately spent forty years in painting them, collected in one book. They
were scattered here and there for a long time in which I was deeply contemplating and
thinking to find means to collect them. :

During this cogitation, God sent me the person who read my subconscious,
guessed and explored my thoughts and desires, and proposed to achieve my hopes and
aims in an unexpected short time.

It is the chairman of the Center for Research and Studies on Kuwait (CRSK)
Professor Abdullah Y Al-Ghunaim who knew the importance and significance of my
paintings, and found they express the folklore and heritage of the Kuwaiti community.
Therefore, he decided to collect and publish them in one volume since it is one of the
roles of CRSK to authenticate the history of Kuwait and its heritage. These paintings
will be a window which overlooks a lapse of time which our community witnessed
during the 1930s and the 1940s.

I was lucky I could keep the photos of over 400 paintings which this volume
embraces. I chronically arranged them to show my beginnings and experiences while
drawing the old Kuwaiti environment. I started with the gallery of "Arab Championship
Tournament” which was displayed at Shuwaikh Secondary School on 20 December
1958 on the occasion of the Great Literary Conference which gathered the then great
Arab think-tank and writers. I participated in many other exhibitions in addition to my
private eight ones which the last entitled "The Eighth Artistic Exhibition of the Kuwaiti
Environment on 18 March,2008."

It should be noted with sorrow that I have lost a number of my paintings, which I
did not photograph. I still remember some of them, others sank into oblivion.

The reader might notice that some of the paintings were displayed in black and
white since coloured films were not available at that time, even some coloured photos
lacked clarity. It is well known that photographing never conforms to the original
painting and therefore, might give unsatisfactory impression about the photo. Therefore,
[ hope the reader could excuse us.

Last but not least, I hope I have introduced something for those who like this type
of painting so that they ean be acquainted with the practices of their fathers and
grandfathers, and learn from them patience, simplicity, satisfaction and how to adapt
with life.

[ pray to God to keep dear Kuwait and its people, protect it from the vandals, and
be the land of peace and prosperity.

AI.]GUIZJ Hussein N-Aqou':)
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Infroduction

The Center for Research and Studies on Kuwait (CRSK) has the pleasure to
introduce one of the most paramount books which displays the origins of Kuwait’s
heritage, its old environment, its memories and features; its history and originality. It is
the book which embraces the paintings of the Artist Ayoub Hussein Al-Ayoub.

Al-Ayoub surveys forty years of paintings in a comprehensive volume. He has
focussed his attention on Kuwaiti environment and has brought it to a more familiar
level of reality. He has been more concerned with the symbolic and aesthetic qualities
than with external form. Therefore, most of his paintings produce precise and concrete
expression of the national heritage during the 1930s and 1940s. His brush translated the
house with its contents; the school with its constituents; crafts and human activities,
which were rife during those decades. The viewer feels Ayoub’s paintings describe,
narrate, and converse in a matter-of-fact the history of Kuwait.

The captions, which modulate between colloquial and Classical Arabic are
substantially translated into English so as to proffer an opportunity to circulate
knowledge of Kuwait’s life, words, idioms and culture especially in the countries which
the paintings of Ayoub Hussein were exhibited.

This publication, in addition to other ones such as the Old Kuwaiti House, Old
Kuwait: Memories and Photographs, Health Facilities in Kuwait, The Old Souks of
Kuwait, Kuwait Currency Through History, Biodiversity of Animals in Kuwait, History
of Postal Services in Kuwait, and Al-Hadaq, is a new addition to CRSK publications
about Kuwait’s environment and heritage. The essential quality of these publications
lies in their success in interweaving and integrating the marvelous elements of Kuwait’s
environment and showing its affluence, and distinctive synthesis and diversity as well.
Ayoub Hussein Al-Ayoub paintings add colour to the places, express joy, and score
moral. They intended to heighten action, intensify the emotional effect, and characterize
the vital sides of the social history.

CRSK appreciates Mr Ayoub’s creation, which this publication embraces and also
thanks are due to him for his sincere cooperation and keenness to collect these works
which have been painted through many years.

Last But not least, very special thanks are due to the staff at CRSK. It is through its honest
effort, colour plates reproduction, the handsome design, the lay out of the book, the translation,
and the suggestions regarding this material, that this volume has reached the press.

Dn:r' Alxlu"all Y Al-Gllunuim
'CQSK Chairman
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