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[ 223 ]

2 pounds of gingér-bréad nuts, 30 pounds of Gomdroon dried prunes, 1759
two Caitees of tea, two of powdered coffee, one canvas portmanteau, to “==v=—="
hold ‘our linnen and clothes, and a larger one for our bedding. * As our
whole party confifted of eight perfons, it was agreed that each of us (fer-
vants exceptéd) fhould take with him g0 fuits of linnen, one Ewropean {uit
of clothes, four or five pair of thin fhoes, a plain hat, an Arabian Camaline,.
troufers, Turban and Nlippers, and a Twrkifb Fanizary's drefs. The above
inventory of our baggage- being fixed, and the Baron having acquainted the
Arab, that he intended to accommodate us with two of his own horfes in:
our journey ; the latter declared, that 50 camels would ftill be wanting to
gdarry us, our fervants, and baggage. The Baron infifted, that a lefs num-.
ber would be fufficient,. and brought him down to twenty. It was then:
agreed between them, it.would be neceffary for us to take from Grane an-
Arab of credit, whole bulinefs would be to fertle all points with the com-
marnder of the Caravan, to prevent infults,. thefts,. &, &z..

.

The Baron took me afide, and told me, by what he could learn, the-
price of a.camel- at and.about Grame, was about thirty-five Piafires, but.
he feared that we as travellers would be obliged to pay for the fervice:
only, mare than.the camel’s ariginal coft ;, but by.a calculation he had made,,
he thought he fhould be able to agree with the Sheick, to provide us
with camels, and all other neceffaries, for about a thoufand. or eleven.
hundred Piaftres®. I took upon me to anfwer for my brother travellers,.
that we fhould not have the lealt objection to this fum, and:defired.the Baron:
to fercle matters with the Araé upon this footing,.

The affair, agreeable to the Arabian-cuffom; was negotiated between them:
by the mediation of a third perfon; the Baron' and the Skeisk having no-
immediate intercourfe with each other, A great. deal of pompous folem-
nity fat on the face of the Arab, who treated this bufinels as a matter of the:
utmoft confequence, and by ﬁgns vpon.his fingers, made a demand of two:
thoufand Pf,;j?m. The Baron in return-offered one thoufand, and the affair
was thus debated by figns from the parties, and ferious whifperings from
the mediator,. for fyll half an hour; when they parted: rather abruptly, the:
Baron being greatly difpleafed with the intended impofition of the frad.
He told us in the evening, that this exorbitant demand mult proceed from
a report that we were exceedingly rich ; that he was fure the crafty Arab-
had caft a wilhful.eye upon our purfes,.and that nothing bur this, and the-
Hopes he ftill: entertained of our being obliged.to clofe with him, prevented.
his acceptance of the offer, for the whole money would be clear gain to him ;.
as we were immediately to depefic the cafh, and the camels which he was to.
buy with it; would fell:at Aleppo for more than their prime coft. The Skeick, .

. "l' Eight handred. pinffres make.one thoufand rupres, or one hundred and twentj-Avé prunds:
Recling..
. afterr
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