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Tae Kuwait pearling fleet left for the banks early in May with at least
S 100 new boats added. The fleet returned

during August for the Ramazan fast

month and returned to the banks for s montl's fishing during September and

ﬁ;nmhufguﬂammjhiunddighﬂrnm average ; prices were,
. high, and ~towashes were compelled mlﬁqdea.rl;fur'hnt
fhey bought from the boats. The result has been that the divers have had

tirely ; the first was a perfect sphere said to be the size of a small marble and
' weigh some 17 carats  Prices appear to have ruled quite 20 to 30 k.
hiher than last yeaz, but there was a sudden and » stagnant market at
fhe close of the year following on the outbreak of the Turco- war.
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The Euwait pearling fleet reiurned from the banks during the first half
p of October. There were only 328 boats
nek: ey from Kuwait eagaged in the fisheries ip

1918 as against approximately 450, 500 and 600 in 1917, 1916 and 1915,
ively. 'l%e decrease in the number of boats is said to be due to the usual crews
frm:n ‘Basrah_and Nejd not arriving as they had more profitable employment
elsewhere. The takings were said to be only about three-fourths of what they

wers in 1917,

An exceptinnall 1, said to be about the size of a n's
was got b m:bduﬂalf ﬁﬁrﬁ nf Euwait. It wasseold to ngﬁu bin aﬁ;
Zayani of Bshrain for Bs. 1,10,000, who was suhsequantléhﬂﬁemd Rs 1} lakhs
for it by 8hamlan of Euwait but would not accept it. e pearl is said to Le
worth Rs. 2,20,000.
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